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Chapter 1


Run for Your Life!


Zack Nelson ran through a jungle. Every tree he saw looked different. They were nothing like the trees that he knew on Earth. They were also not like any tree he had seen so far on his new home planet, Nebulon.


In the distance Zack saw a huge waterfall. It rose hundreds of feet into the air. The water crashed into a lake below, making a sound like thunder.


Zack felt confused as he ran along a path.


Omph!
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Zack tripped over a large white rock and landed on his stomach. As he picked himself back up he heard a ka-raaaaack!!!
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This noise was followed by a high-pitched screech behind him.


Screeeeeeeee!!!


Turning back toward the white rock, Zack discovered that it was not a rock at all. It was a huge egg. A tiny creature stepped out of the egg. It let out another ear-splitting yell.


Screeeeeeeee!!!


“I’ve seen pictures of that animal,” Zack said to himself. “It’s a baby Tyrannosaurus rex! They’re cute when they’re small.”
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Suddenly, the ground began to shake. An earth-shaking roar split the air.


ROOOAAAARRRRR!


Zack looked up and saw a huge Tyrannosaurus rex rumbling toward him.


“YAAAAA!” he shouted, running in terror. “They’re not so cute when they’re big!”


Zack ran through the jungle, crashing through branches and leaves. He looked back over his shoulder and saw the giant dinosaur catching up to him.
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That’s when he began to hear familiar music.


“Wait a minute,” he said. “I know that song. It’s ‘Rockin’ Round the Stars’ by Retro Rocket. But how can it be playing here in this jungle?”


The music grew louder and louder. The dinosaur got closer and closer.


“Master Just Zack,” said a very familiar voice. “It is time to get ready for school.”
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“Ira?” Zack asked.


Zack’s eyes popped open. He saw that he was not in a jungle. He was in his bed, sweating from his nightmare.


Ira, the Nelson family’s Indoor Robotic Assistant, was waking Zack up. He did this every morning by playing Zack’s favorite song. Zack bolted from his bed, rubbed the sleep from his eyes, and thought, I’ve GOT to explore the Prehistoric Planet!
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Chapter 2


Pterosaur Troubles


At breakfast the next morning Zack couldn’t stop thinking about the real-life dinosaur that was right there on Nebulon. The week before, Zack had seen something streaking through the sky. He looked through his überzoom telescope and was amazed to see a creature flying through the air above Nebulon.
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When the creature landed, it turned out to be a baby pterosaur—a dinosaur that had been extinct on Earth for hundreds of millions of years! News of the pterosaur spread through z-mail blasts and sonic cell news reports. Soon everyone on Nebulon and even throughout the entire galaxy knew about the creature.
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Zack’s dad, Otto Nelson, sat at the breakfast table reading the Nebulon News. This was the planet’s online holographic newspaper. Lifelike 3-D images of the dinosaur flapping its wings in a cage jumped from the screen of his tablet reader.
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