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  A nice hike leads to Morning Glory Bridge, located near Moab.




   



  
Introduction





  




  When I originally said yes to writing a guide to Utah’s public campgrounds in 1999, both disappointment and elation welled up inside me at the same time. Why? I was disappointed because I had told myself I’d take a break from writing books. I had spent every summer since 1986 working on either a new book or a book revision, and I felt as though I needed a break.




  At the same time, I was thrilled at the prospect of spending time in Utah, because it was a state I’d left pretty much unexplored. For years I had wanted to see the region, to get to know it intimately. I wanted to say I’d actually lived in the state for a few months.




  I signed the contract knowing I would be driving thousands of miles over the period of a few months, but I also knew I’d spend time exploring the region both on foot and by bicycle. Utah is an outdoor enthusiast’s paradise, and I knew I’d have to get off the beaten path on a regular basis. What I didn’t know was that I would enter the state with my very own chauffeur and personal rock-climbing guide.




  A couple months before arriving in Utah, Mike Vining and I got married on top of Mauna Kea, the highest point in Hawaii. We like to say we are on a fifty-year honeymoon, so I suppose you could say we spent the first part of that honeymoon in Utah, climbing magnificent rock, hiking many a trail, riding our bicycles both off and on the road, and observing wildlife. We checked out all of Utah’s campgrounds together, with Mike doing more than just the driving—he checked out many a toilet for me, too.




  Am I glad I made the decision to go ahead and write this book? I am. In fact, I wouldn’t have missed it for anything.




  Utah was all I had imagined and a whole lot more. A potpourri of landscapes, the Beehive State affords everything from world-famous red-rock canyons to heaven-bound mountains, elaborate river systems, lonely desert, fertile valleys, and a maze of rock spires and pinnacles just waiting to be explored.




  When my book came up for revision in 2013, Mike and I headed back to Utah, spending a total of two and a half months in this lovely state. We rechecked campgrounds, added some new ones to the list, deleted some that had closed, and took all new photographs. In addition to camping we spent time hiking and mountain biking, as well as kayaking, and while exploring we learned about the state all over again. When asked to do a light revision in 2019, I said yes, and spent time making sure that my book reflects any campground changes. We even headed back to Utah to check out some new campgrounds. And once again, we camped in our RV and hiked some trails. (We had to skip mountain biking and kayaking because I was healing from back surgery.)




  Several thousand years ago the place we today know as Utah was inhabited by nomadic desert peoples. About AD 1300 the Ancestral Puebloan Culture reached its peak; later, Native American tribes, including the Ute, Paiute, and Gosiute, lived here when early Spanish explorers happened upon the region. Once claimed by Mexico, in 1847 it was chosen by the members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, or Mormons, as a refuge from persecution. The Mormons lived in isolation until Utah became part of the United States in 1848 via the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ended the Mexican War.




  The state is composed of portions of three major natural regions, or physiographic provinces: the Basin and Range Province (also known as the Great Basin), the Middle Rocky Mountains or Rocky Mountain Province, and the Colorado Plateau.




  The Basin and Range Province covers about one-third of Utah. A region of shimmering white salt flats, gray plains, and high mountains, here rivers terminate not at the sea but in the Great Salt Lake Desert or the Great Salt Lake.




  Utah’s northeastern mountain ranges consist of the Uinta and the Wasatch Ranges. The Wasatch is known for its majestic granite peaks, its glacier-carved valleys, and its endless glacial lakes. The Uintas are older and one of the few major ranges in the Rocky Mountains that stretch in an east-to-west direction. The highest point, Kings Peak, is also, at 13,528 feet, the highest point in the state. The highest points in the Wasatch Range are Mount Timpanogos (11,750 feet) and Mount Nebo (11,877 feet). Given these facts it’s easy to see how Utah got its name. The state’s moniker comes from a Native American word meaning “those who dwell high up” or “mountain dwellers.”




  The Colorado Plateau is a rainbow of colors and unique physical characteristics. Here, uplifted plateaus rise to more than 11,000 feet. Carved by rivers and eroded by wind and water, there are hundreds of canyons garnished in yellows, purples, reds, and pinks. The Colorado River snakes through these colorful canyons, as do the Green River and some of the Colorado’s other tributaries.




  The Great Salt Lake is the largest and most famous lake in Utah. Several times more saline than the oceans, it is the largest inland body of salt water in North America. It is also the largest remnant of Lake Bonneville, which in prehistoric times blanketed much of Utah and Nevada.




  Utah is a land of extremes—even the climate varies dramatically. The valleys and plateaus are hot and dry in summer, and in winter they are usually dry as well. The climate is pretty mild in the south and cold in the north. As you might expect, the mountains are cooler and receive more precipitation. Most of Utah claims an annual precipitation of 8 to 16 inches, though the Great Salt Lake Desert boasts only 5 inches annually. The mountains average about 40 inches of precipitation a year, with most of it falling in the form of heavy winter snow. Snow in the Wasatch Mountains can be particularly heavy, with single storms dumping several feet. Annual snowfall can reach 30 feet. In summer local thunderstorms often drop enormous quantities of rain, creating flash floods.




  Forests cover about one-fifth of Utah. The southwestern corner of the state is blanketed with desert plants such as the Joshua tree, mesquite, a variety of cacti, and creosote bush. Sagebrush, greasewood, and bluegrass are the most common plants in the canyon section of the Colorado Plateau. Adding color to the scene are prickly pear and Indian paintbrush.




  Open woodlands cover the foothills and lower slopes up to about 7,000 feet. A potpourri of Rocky Mountain and Utah junipers, as well as piñon trees and quaking aspens, is also found in scattered groves at about the same elevation. Mountain mahogany and Gambel oak are common, too. Along streams look for willows, mountain alder, dogwood, and box elder.




  Conifer forests consist of lodgepole pine and ponderosa pine, along with aspen, Douglas fir, and limber pine. Higher up you’ll find Engelmann spruce, subalpine fir, and white fir. Ironically, the Colorado, or blue spruce, which happens to be the state tree, is not a Utah native. As you travel through the forests, you’ll notice that many trees are dying due to a pine beetle epidemic. Unfortunately, trees are dying throughout the Rocky Mountain region. Use care when traveling in the forest and do not camp near dead trees.




  Hosting an abundance of colorful wildflowers in spring and summer, Utah is home year-round to a number of large mammals. These include mule deer, elk, moose, pronghorn, bison, black bears, Rocky Mountain bighorns, Rocky Mountain goats, and cougars. Smaller mammals include Canada lynx, bobcat, foxes (gray, red, and kit), coyotes, badgers, beavers, otters, raccoons, mink, ringtails, weasels, and martens, as well as prairie dogs, rabbits, squirrels, skunks, and porcupines.




  Reptiles are plentiful in the plateau areas of the state. In addition to two poisonous snakes—the western rattlesnake and the sidewinder—there are garter snakes, coach-whip snakes, and yellow-belly racers. The only poisonous lizard in the United States, the Gila monster, is found in southwestern Utah. Other reptiles include the horned and collared lizards and the desert tortoise.
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    North American beavers are always a treat to see while camping.




  There are seventeen kinds of toads, frogs, and salamanders in Utah. One of my favorites is the boreal toad, which is sometimes found up in the high country. Actually, they live in a variety of habitats, including ponds, lakes, meadows, woodlands, wetlands, even desert springs.




  Utah’s birdlife is stunning, especially in spring and fall when migratory birds pass through. Then, bird observers may see both the Canada and the snow goose, and a variety of ducks, such as the redhead, canvasback, mallard, pintail, and shoveler. A number of waterbirds breed on Great Salt Lake islands, including the white pelican, the snowy egret, the double-crested cormorant, the green heron, and the white-faced ibis.




  Game birds are sought after by hunters and birders alike. While you’re out and about, look for ring-necked pheasants, both California and Gambel’s quail, mourning doves, chukars, and both sage and ruffed grouse. Protected by law, there are both golden and bald eagles in the mountainous areas. Fifty-five species of fish are found in Utah’s lakes and streams. The most popular game fish are brook, rainbow, brown, and cutthroat trout, as well as smallmouth and largemouth bass.




  Obviously, Utah has an abundance of natural gifts to offer both visitors and those who live here. Fortunately, there are 336 public campgrounds from which to enjoy the wide variety of flora, fauna, wonderful vistas, and a multitude of outdoor activities. Happy camping!




  




   



  
How to Use This Guide





  




  This book was written with you, the camping enthusiast, in mind. To keep this book as up to date as possible, I invite you to tell me about those campgrounds that we may have missed. I’d also appreciate knowing about any new campgrounds, and about those that may have been improved or have deteriorated. If any have closed, I’d like to know that, too. Please send your comments and suggestions to Donna Ikenberry, c/o Globe Pequot, 246 Goose Lane, Suite 200, Guilford, CT 06437.




  Choosing a Campground




  


   

  Utah is a big place, with 336 public campgrounds to help you explore it. The campgrounds are managed by a number of agencies. Of the 336 campgrounds, 187 are managed by the USDA Forest Service and 47 are Utah state park campgrounds; the Bureau of Land Management cares for another 51. In addition, there are 42 national park, national monument, and national recreation area campgrounds, as well as 9 county and city campgrounds.




  The Utah Department of Tourism has divided the state into nine travel regions. It’s a good format, one that works; thus I’ve used the same travel regions to help you locate and select a campground in the area of your choice. These nine areas are known as Bridgerland, the Golden Spike Empire, Great Salt Lake Country, Mountainland, Dinosaurland, Panoramaland, Castle Country, Color Country, and Canyonlands.




  For each chapter or area, I’ve included a map of the travel region, as well as a summary introducing you to the area. And, of course, all the public campgrounds found there are described as well.




  Each campground description includes information on location, detailed instructions as to how to get there, number of sites, whether or not they can be reserved, cost, contact information, activities, and more. Read on for a better understanding of the information provided within some of these categories.




  Location. The location gives the approximate site of the campground.




  GPS. Global positioning system coordinates are provided for each campground. The GPS unit derives coordinate positions from satellites. These can be listed in degrees, minutes, and seconds, or the more common method written in decimal minutes. Descriptions in this book are written in decimal minutes. If you don’t own a GPS, don’t worry: you do not need a GPS to visit or locate any of these campgrounds.




  Facilities. This includes everything from fire pits and water to toilets, showers, boat ramps, dump stations, and any other amenities worthy of notice.




  Sites. Sites are listed as the number of basic sites found in each area. If there are double sites, triple sites, and group sites available, then those are listed as well. If hookups, both partial and full, are available, then those are also mentioned.
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    Sunset near Dead Horse Point (site 292).




  Maximum RV length. Unless otherwise noted, this is the total length of the RV itself. If it is listed as “30 feet,” that means a 30-foot motor home, a 30-foot travel trailer, or a 30-foot fifth-wheel trailer would fit in the space. In one case—Natural Bridges National Monument—the maximum length allowed is the combined length of both the tow vehicle and the trailer.




  Fee. Because fees change from year to year, I have opted to use the following price-range code for one night’s stay, based on 2020 prices:




  



  $ = for campsites costing $10 or less


  

  $$ = for campsites costing $11 to $20


  

  $$$ = for campsites costing $21 to $30


  

  $$$$ = for campsites costing $31 to $40


  

  $$$$$ = for campsites costing $41 and higher




  




  Many public campgrounds offer a reduced rate for folks with either an Access Pass or an America the Beautiful Pass—The National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Senior Pass. (Please note that none of Utah’s state parks offers such a reduction.) An Access Pass is a free lifetime entrance pass available to citizens or permanent residents of the United States, regardless of age, who have been determined to be blind or permanently disabled. A Senior Pass is a lifetime entrance pass for those ages sixty-two or older. It has a one-time processing charge of $80. Both passes also provide a 50 percent discount on federal use fees charged for facilities and services such as camping, swimming, parking, boat launching, or cave tours. They do not cover or reduce special recreation permit fees or fees charged by concessionaires. Half-price camping fees are available for basic or individual sites only; half-price camping is not available for double, triple, or group sites.




  Please note, sometimes it is possible to pay campground fees with a credit card or check, but you should always come prepared to pay with the exact amount of cash as well. You can’t visit expecting to get change if you have big bills.




  Maximum stay. Campers must limit their stay to the maximum number of days.




  Road conditions. Road surfaces range from paved to gravel to dirt.




  Management. The management agency the campground falls under, whether it is the state park service, forest service, etc., that maintains the grounds.




  Reservations. If reservations are accepted, you’ll find a number listed for you to call, or a website so you can go online to make reservations. Making reservations is a good idea, especially during the peak summer months, weekends, and holidays. Additional fees are required for reservations so it makes a campground stay more costly, but it assures you of a place to camp, too.




  Activities. I’ve listed popular activities to be enjoyed at each campground. Some offer nothing more than a nice place to relax and picnic, while others abound with opportunities for rock climbing, hiking, backpacking, boating, kayaking, canoeing, mountain biking, fishing, golfing, horseback riding, off-highway driving, and much more. In fact, geocaching, a fun activity for the whole family, is also available in some of Utah’s state parks.




  Season. A season is listed when there is one, though you should know that most of the campgrounds open when conditions allow it. If a campground that usually opens by Memorial Day is buried under 4 feet of snow one year, it will open at a later date than usual. On the other hand, if early snow falls in a region that is normally open until the end of October, you may find campgrounds there closed earlier than usual.




  Finding the campground. Use these directions in conjunction with a detailed state map or the appropriate forest service or Bureau of Land Management map to find the sites. The Utah Atlas & Gazetteer by DeLorme was especially useful to us as we toured around the state.




  About the campground. In this section you will learn all you need to know about what you will find in the campground and in the vicinity. It is an expansion on and elaboration of the activities listed earlier, as well as special notes so that you have a good idea of what to expect if you choose this campground. I have also tried to list anything that is accessible to people with disabilities, whether it is the toilet, campsite, or other amenities such as a fishing pier or picnic area.




  Camping Utah Amenities Charts




  Use the amenities charts to quickly find the campground that is right for you. Categories denote the availability of group sites, hookup sites, showers, drinking water, and dump stations. You’ll also learn the total number of sites at each campground, the maximum length RV allowed, the kinds of toilets found there, and whether or not there are wheelchair-accessible sites. In addition, campers can quickly find out what kinds of recreation are enjoyed in each area, fee information, and whether or not a site can be reserved. A description of some of these categories follows.
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    Goblin Valley is an excellent place to camp and explore.




  Hookups. When available, these are listed using the following codes: W = Water, E = Electric, and S = Sewer.




  Toilets. These are also listed by code: F = Flush, V = Vault, and C = Chemical.


  Drinking water. Water is always listed where available, but you should know that if water is available one week, it may not be the next. Why? Because it may pass water-quality tests on one occasion, only to fail the next time around. Also, water is turned off in many areas in winter, so early- or late-season visitors may find it unavailable. Streams or creeks often flow through Utah’s campgrounds: Be sure to treat such water before using it.




  Recreation. Outdoor activities are listed by code: H = Hiking, C = Rock Climbing, M = Mountain Biking, S = Swimming, F = Fishing, B = Boating, L = Boat Launch, O = Off-highway Driving, R = Horseback Riding, K = Kayaking and Canoeing, and G = Golf.




  
On a Special Note






	Fireworks (firecrackers, rockets, or other explosives) are not allowed on national forest system land due to fire hazard. It is illegal to possess or ignite any type of firework on national forest system land. This includes sparklers.




	Discharge or use of firearms and other weapons is prohibited in campgrounds.




	Though I didn’t list each specifically, many campgrounds do sell firewood. Firewood collecting is prohibited in many areas; besides, it’s really best to leave the natural resources alone. Please plan on bringing your own firewood or buying some.




	In most campgrounds vehicles must be parked on roads or designated parking spurs only.




	Occupancy limits vary from campground to campground. Some may have a limit of one family or a total of ten people per single unit, and two families or twenty people per double unit. Please stick to the regulations for each individual campground.




	In some areas of Utah, particularly the Colorado Plateau, you’ll find cryptobiotic crust covering the soil. A thin, dark organism, it blankets the arid landscape in preparation for future plant communities. Its crusty, lumpy top is born from a unification of mosses, algae, lichens, and fungi. The crusts can take a century to develop and mere seconds to destroy. Step on a crust and it’ll be pulverized into dust. Please do not step on the crust—stay on trails or rocks instead.




	Dogs are allowed in most campgrounds, but there are some that prohibit them. Dogs should always be kept quiet, and they should always be on a leash and never allowed to chase the local wildlife. Campers need to clean up after their dogs, too.




	Generators should be used sparingly and never during quiet hours. Some campgrounds have certain times for generator use. Please obey the rules.







  




   



  
Playing Outdoors





  




  A great outdoor experience can be had by just about anyone, but those who respect and appreciate the out-of-doors seem to gain a whole lot more from the encounter. Please do not leave garbage at your campsite (or on the trail), do not destroy the toilets that are there for our use, and remember: when you are out and about, take only pictures, leave only footprints. Do this, and you’ll leave a treasure for future generations to enjoy.




  Preparation




  


   

  Some of the campgrounds in this guide are located off well-maintained, well-traveled paved roads. A cell phone is probably all you need in an emergency. But you should know that there are also campgrounds in more remote areas—places out of cell-phone range, where another car may pass by only rarely. For this reason you should make sure that your vehicle’s tires and engine are in good shape. You’ll want to top off the gas tank when leaving civilization for long, and you’ll want to carry emergency vehicle gear. A jack and all the necessities for changing a flat tire are essential; you’ll also want jumper cables, spare belts, and when you’re in snow country, tire chains (a must). Mike and I also carry a shovel and an axe. If a tree falls and blocks the road, we can cut the tree and keep going.




  If you have your camping gear and food with you, you’ll have fewer things to worry about should you break down in the boondocks. When traveling in remote areas, always carry food, water, a sleeping bag or blankets, matches, a flashlight, and a first-aid kit. Most important, if you’ll be away for a while, notify friends or family of your intended destination and time of return.




  Camping




  


   

  Low-impact camping is a necessity, whether you are camping in the wilderness or at a developed campground like the ones found in this guide. If trash pickup isn’t available—and it’s not at many campgrounds—then always pack out what you brought in. If you build a campfire, conserve on wood and keep it small. Of course, you should heed all regulations regarding wood gathering, fires, and smoking.




  Once you choose a campsite, keep it neat and tidy. If you find trash around the site, pick it up and pack it out. If you have a pet, keep it on a leash and keep it quiet. Do not let it roam around, bothering others. It’s important to respect those who are in the surrounding sites. If you need to hear music, keep it low. If you want to walk around, stay on main pathways—do not cut across your neighbor’s site.




  All food should be stored in closed containers, inside your vehicle. Bears are smart critters, and in some places they’ve been known to recognize an ice chest. If there are smart bears around your area, cover the coolers so they are not visible.
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    Arch from Arches Trail.




  Although some campgrounds offer showers, many do not. If you need to wash off, do so away from natural bodies of water, such as lakes or streams. You should also bathe away from the drinking-water spigots in the campground. A plastic bucket or a black shower bag is good for bathing.




  Most public campgrounds have stay limits that range from a few days to a month or so, with the average stay being around fourteen days. Please adhere to the limit and plan your stay accordingly.




  Getting Ready to Enjoy the Great Outdoors




  


   

  When I’m out hiking a trail or rock climbing or mountain biking, I often see folks who’ve forgotten a few of the basics—things like food and water and maybe even a jacket or some other piece of warm clothing. Certainly by the end of their recreational pursuit, they must be thinking that being outdoors isn’t any fun at all.




  To best enjoy and savor the day, always bring water on a hike; a few snacks or a lunch will be handy, too. Also, it is best to dress in layers of clothing. Don’t don a T-shirt and then throw on a big parka. Instead dress in layers, wearing a breathable fabric next to your skin. Fleece is a nice second layer, with a breathable, rainproof jacket and pants for outerwear. Footwear depends on the activities you enjoy. Walking shoes are fine for short trails, but if you are going to be taking long hikes, hiking boots will offer more protection. They are also more comfortable.
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    RV passing through tunnel near Red Canyon.




  If you will be hiking, mountain biking, or rock climbing, and you’ll be away from your vehicle for any length of time, a small day pack should provide room enough for a few necessities such as money, keys, sunglasses, a map, water, snacks, a camera, binoculars, and a lightweight jacket. Longer trips will require more gear and a bigger pack.




  Safety




  


   

  Nature is unpredictable; thus you always need to use common sense and good judgment when spending time in the outdoors. If you leave your campsite to spend time in the backcountry, you are taking some risks, but you will reap riches beyond measure. Besides, the drive from your home to the campground was probably even more of a risk!




  Hypothermia. Hypothermia occurs when you lose body heat faster than you can generate it, resulting in a decline in core body temperature. Common causes are exposure to cold, physical exhaustion, and too little food intake. Contributing factors may include exposure to wind, rain, or snow; dehydration; wearing damp or wet clothing; and prolonged inactivity.




  The best treatment for hypothermia is prevention. Wear layers of clothing, stripping them off before you break a sweat and adding them to keep out the cold. Snack throughout the day on high-energy foods such as fruit, granola, trail mix, soup, and sandwiches. Drink plenty of fluids to prevent dehydration.




  If someone in your hiking party is suffering from hypothermia, stop and get that person dry and warm. Hot fluids can help restore body heat. If the patient is unconscious, try zipping two sleeping bags together and have two helpers lie with the patient, one on either side. Do not give liquids to a person who is unconscious.




  Heat exhaustion. Exposure to hot ambient air temperatures, when combined with too much sun or strenuous exercise, will lead to an elevated body temperature. Protect yourself from overheating by wearing a hat or draping a wet bandanna over your head and the back of your neck. Water intake is the most important factor in preventing heat-related illnesses. The human body doesn’t signal that it’s thirsty until it’s too late. An adult may need a gallon and a half of water a day when exercising in hot weather. Drink plenty of water before you get thirsty, and drink frequently. Plain water is best, though electrolyte-replacement drinks are effective in extremely hot weather or during strenuous activity. Do not take salt tablets.




  Lightning. Take extra precautions when dealing with stormy skies. According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), about three hundred people in the United States die each year from lightning strikes. Many more are injured, some permanently. To avoid being struck by a lightning bolt, watch the weather. Spring and summer are the busiest seasons for lightning, though discharges can occur any time of year, even during snowstorms. Most lightning storms occur in mid-to late afternoon. Storms are usually preceded by wind and the approach of dark, towering clouds. Lightning may travel far ahead of the storm.




  If you’re out hiking, seek shelter away from open ground or exposed ridges. Dropping even a few yards off a ridgetop will reduce your risk. In the forest, stay away from single, tall trees. On open ground, find a low spot free of standing water. Stay out of shallow caves, crevasses, or overhangs. During a lightning storm assume a low crouch with only your feet touching the ground. Put a sleeping pad or pack (be sure it has no frame or other metal in it) beneath your feet for added insulation against shock. Do not huddle together; members of a group should stay at least 30 feet apart. This way, if someone is hit, the others can give CPR and first aid for burns and shock.




  In a tent get in the crouch position. Stay in your sleeping bag and keep your feet on a sleeping pad. Signs of an imminent lightning strike include hair standing on end; an itchy feeling—one hiker described it as “bugs crawling all over”—on your skin; an acrid, “hot metal” smell; and buzzing or crackling noises in the air. Tuck into a crouch immediately if any of these signs are present.




  Bears. What should you do if you meet a black bear on the trail? Most bears will detect you before you ever detect them and will leave the area. If you do meet a bear before it has had time to leave, stay calm. Talk aloud to let the bear know that you are present and back away slowly, facing the animal all the while. Avoid direct eye contact, which bears may perceive as a threat. Give the bear plenty of room to escape; if you’re on a trail, step off the path on the downhill side. Then slowly leave the area. Don’t run—this will prompt the bear to chase you. Besides, you can’t outrun a bear. There’s no sense in trying.




  Water. By now most backcountry visitors have heard about the protozoan Giardia lamblia. It won’t kill you, but in some cases you may wish it had. Symptoms include severe abdominal cramps, gas and bloating, loss of appetite, and acute diarrhea. Fortunately, not all water is contaminated, but you can’t tell by looking. No matter how pure the water looks, never drink from any spring, stream, river, or lake without treating the water first. It’s better to be safe than sick.




  There are several methods for treating water. First, you can boil all water—a good method if you want hot drinks or a boiled dinner, but a lousy idea if you need a cool drink right away. At altitudes below 4,000 feet, boiling for a minimum of one minute should suffice. Add several minutes of boiling time for higher altitudes; experts recommend a minimum of five minutes anywhere in Utah, due to high elevation. Increase time for very high elevations or whenever the water is cloudy or muddy. Some hikers find a water purifier more convenient. This is the method I use: run water through the purifier and it’s ready to drink. In emergencies, commercial water purification chemicals will do.




  Altitude or mountain sickness. Altitude or mountain sickness can be a problem for some campers. It usually takes about two or three days to acclimatize to high altitude. If you or someone in your party feels a bit nauseated or dizzy, or experiences a headache or loss of appetite, you’ll all need to stop and rest. Drink water, and make sure to get plenty of sodium and high-energy foods. If symptoms don’t go away, your only option is to descend to a lower elevation where there’s more oxygen. Never ascend if you are suffering from mountain sickness.




  Biting insects. Ticks themselves are harmless, but the diseases they carry can be deadly—including Lyme disease, Colorado tick fever, and Rocky Mountain spotted fever. After traveling in tick country, watch for symptoms of tick-borne disease, including a high fever, arthritis-like pain in the bones and joints, or a rash. During tick season (spring and summer), stay out of tall grass or brushy areas, and inspect yourself and clothing after each outing. Look for ticks nightly before going to bed. Carefully inspect legs, groin, armpits, ears, and scalp.




  To remove a loose tick, flick it off with a fingernail. If the tick is firmly embedded in your skin, use tweezers to pinch a small area around its mouth and pull it out. (You may have to remove a tiny chunk of skin to get all of the tick.) Try not to squeeze the tick’s body, since this increases the risk of infection. Clean the wound with an antiseptic.




  Mosquitoes are more of a nuisance than a danger. Most North American mosquitoes can transmit a form of encephalitis, however, which is potentially fatal. The best way to avoid mosquito-borne diseases is to avoid being bitten. Bug sprays with N, N-diethyl-3-methylbenzamide (DEET) work well, but there are more natural sprays and creams as well.




  Wear long pants, a long-sleeved shirt, ankle-high shoes, and a cap that covers your ears. Try not to camp near stagnant water or fields of damp or dewy grass.
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Bridgerland



  

  Located in Utah’s Rocky Mountain Province, Bridgerland is situated smack-dab in the north-central part of the state. Bordered on the north and east by the neighboring states of Idaho and Wyoming, respectively, it is also flanked on the west by the Golden Spike Empire travel region and on the south by the travel region known as Mountainland.




  A photographer’s delight, Bridgerland is a place of unparalleled beauty, a place where anglers fly-fish “blue-ribbon” streams and folks come to canoe along the Bear River. In addition, rock climbers come to scale various routes in Logan Canyon, while mountain bikers and hikers hit some of the area trails, and birders and scuba divers explore the lovely domain of Bear Lake.




  Bridgerland is the smallest of Utah’s nine travel regions—a mere 2,205 square miles. Even so, the place is packed with campgrounds, offering a total of nineteen sites for visitors to stay at and enjoy. Encompassing both Rich and Cache Counties, a potpourri of sites exists in places like the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, both Hyrum and Bear Lake State Parks, and Birch Creek, a Bureau of Land Management site.




  At Bear Lake State Park, campgrounds on the south and east sides of the natural lake make sailing, swimming, and scuba diving easily accessible. And in winter, ice fishing for the unique Bonneville cisco is popular. The lake is known as the Caribbean of the Rockies for its lovely turquoise-blue water; you may be tempted to ask the locals if they put blue dye in Bear Lake. Of course, residents will tell you that the unique color isn’t caused by a dye. Instead, light rays reflect off limestone particles suspended in the water, changing the lake to random shades of blue.




  The lake boasts year-round fun. Typical spring weather offers up migrating birds, while summer brings boaters and scuba divers. The raspberry harvest occurs in August, with a rodeo, a parade, and fireworks to celebrate the annual event. Bear Lake Raspberry Days are usually held the first week of August. In fall you can enjoy foliage colors at their best, while winter offers snowmobiling and skiing through miles of famous Utah powder snow.




  Hyrum Lake State Park is a popular place, too. The Little Bear River supplies the 450-acre reservoir, where water sports and fishing are big attractions. Visitors can also enjoy a few sandy beaches, though there are no lifeguards. During freeze-up, from about the middle of December through late March, some visitors fish through the ice, while others ice-skate or sail their iceboats across the lake.




  Several campgrounds are situated near the community of Logan, known for its music festivals and high-quality arts. In July and August the Utah Festival Opera Company performs in the beautifully restored Ellen Eccles Theatre, while the Utah Music Festival brings chamber music to the area from late June through August. In addition, summer visitors find a bevy of musicals, comedies, and dramas in the historic Old Lyric Repertory Theatre in downtown Logan.
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  Logan Canyon is a delight, a place that could take days to explore. In fact, during our first visit my husband and I spent three days driving what for many is less than a one-hour drive. US 89 meanders more than 20 miles into the Bear River Range, a northern branch of the Wasatch Mountains. The route is particularly beautiful in fall, when the colors are vibrant and photogenic.




  For more information contact Bridgerland Travel Region, 160 N. Main St., Logan; (801) 752-2161 or (800) 882-4433; https://www.utahtravelcenter.com/travel-regions/bridgerland/.
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  Hookup: W = Water, E = Electric, S = Sewer


  

  * = Dispersed Camping, no designated sites


  

  Recreation: H = Hiking, C = Rock Climbing, M = Mountain Biking, S = Swimming, F = Fishing, B = Boating, L = Boat Launch, O = Off-highway Driving, R = Horseback Riding, K = Kayaking and Canoeing, G = Golf


  

  Toilets: F = Flush, V = Vault, C = Chemical


  

  Per-night campsite cost: $ = $10 or less $$ = $11 to $20 $$$ = $21 to $30 $$$$ = $31 to $40 $$$$$ = $41 and higher




  
1 Hyrum Lake State Park





  




  Location: Just south of downtown Hyrum




  GPS: N41 37.669' / W111 51.994'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, partial hookups, flush toilets, showers, drinking water, dump station, boat ramps and docks, ADA sites, plus volleyball and horseshoes for the group site




  Sites: 22 basic sites, 10 partial-hookup sites, 1 group site (maximum 100 people), 1 small group site (maximum 24 people) and 2 cabins




  Maximum RV length: Any




  Fee: $$$ for basic and partial-hookup sites; $$$$$ for group site and cabins




  Maximum stay: 14 days




  Elevation: 4,700 feet




  Road conditions: Paved




  Management: Hyrum State Park, 405 W. 300 South, Hyrum; (435) 245-6866; http://stateparks.utah.gov/parks/hyrum




  Reservations: Call (800) 322-3770; http://utahstateparks.reserveamerica.com




  Activities: Fishing, swimming, boating, waterskiing, ice-skating, and picnicking




  Season: Year-round




  Finding the campground: From the junction of UT 101 and UT 165 at the east end of Hyrum, drive west on UT 101 for 1.7 miles, then turn left (south) onto 400 West; you’ll reach the entrance station in another 0.4 mile.




  About the campground: Nestled in Cache Valley, a scenic mountain valley, and located on the south shore of Hyrum Lake, this year-round park offers the usual summer activities plus ice fishing for trout and yellow perch in winter. Lake View Campground is located along the south shore of the lake. Maple trees, willows, and pines shade the wide, graveled sites. The 400-plus-acre reservoir provides an abundance of recreational opportunities. In addition to boating and swimming, visitors will enjoy the many bird species found here, including grebes, egrets, herons, pelicans, and an assortment of songbirds.




  
2 Pioneer





  




  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, about 8 miles east of Hyrum




  GPS: N41 37.690' / W111 41.578'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, drinking water, and vault toilets




  Sites: 18 basic sites




  Maximum RV length: 20 feet




  Fee: $$ for basic sites




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 5,200 feet




  Road conditions: Paved to the campground, then gravel




  Management: Logan Ranger District, 1500 E. Hwy. 89, Logan; (435) 755-3620; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: None




  Activities: Fishing and picnicking; opportunities for hiking, horseback riding, and off-roading nearby




  Restrictions: ATVs not allowed




  Season: May through October




  Finding the campground: From the junction of UT 165 and UT 101 on the east edge of Hyrum, drive paved UT 101, also called Blacksmith Fork Canyon Road, east for 8 miles.




  About the campground: An assortment of miniature roses, box elders, willows, and maple trees serves to decorate this lush campground. Located along the Blacksmith Fork, it’s a good place for trout fishing or a picnic. Although 20-foot RVs are allowed, please note that the only turnaround is located to the left (south), where you’ll find sites 6 through 15.




  
3 Friendship





  




  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, about 11 miles east of Hyrum




  GPS: N41 39.670' / W111 39.905'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, and vault toilets; no garbage service (pack it out)




  Sites: 5 basic sites and 1 group site (maximum 25 people)




  Maximum RV length: None (trailers not recommended due to rough road; best for tents and truck campers)




  Fee: $ for basic sites; $$$$$ for group site




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 5,600 feet




  Road conditions: Gravel




  Management: Logan Ranger District, 1500 E. Hwy. 89, Logan; (435) 755-3620; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: For the group site only, call (877) 444-6777 or TDD (877) 883-6777; www.recreation.gov




  Activities: Fishing and picnicking; hiking, horseback riding, and ATVing nearby




  Season: May through October




  Finding the campground: From the junction of UT 165 and UT 101 on the east edge of Hyrum, head east on paved UT 101, also called Blacksmith Fork Canyon Road. Travel 7.2 miles to a gravel road heading north and then east up the Left Fork Blacksmith Fork Canyon. There are signs for both the Friendship and Spring Campgrounds along the way. (Note: The road is very rough and not advisable for trailers.) You’ll reach the campground after 3.6 miles.




  About the campground: Shady sites rest along the Left Fork Blacksmith Fork, offering a place to enjoy some trout fishing and have a picnic under the maple trees. Sites are small, so tents and vans are best.




  
4 Spring





  




  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, approximately 12 miles east of Hyrum




  GPS: N41 39.725' / W111 39.244'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, and vault toilets




  Sites: 3 basic sites




  Maximum RV length: None (RVs not recommended)




  Fee: $ for basic sites




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 5,500 feet




  Road conditions: Gravel




  Management: Logan Ranger District, 1500 E. Hwy. 89, Logan; (435) 755-3620; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: None




  Activities: Fishing and picnicking




  Season: May through October




  Finding the campground: From the junction of UT 165 and UT 101 on the east edge of Hyrum, head east on paved UT 101, also called Blacksmith Fork Canyon Road. Travel 7.2 miles to a gravel road heading north and then east up the Left Fork Blacksmith Fork Canyon. There are signs for both the Spring and Friendship Campgrounds along the way. (Note: The road is very rough and not advisable for trailers.) You’ll reach the campground after 4.5 miles.




  About the campground: Small sites, best for tents, are shaded with maples and box elders, while the Left Fork Blacksmith Fork offers a place to enjoy some trout fishing and have a picnic.




  
5 Bridger





  




  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, approximately 6 miles east of Logan




  GPS: N41 44.870' / W111 44.037'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, drinking water, and flush toilets




  Sites: 10 basic sites




  Maximum RV length: 20 feet




  Fee: $$ for basic sites




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 5,000 feet




  Road conditions: Paved




  Management: Logan Ranger District, 1500 E. Hwy. 89, Logan; (435) 755-3620; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: None




  Activities: Rock climbing, hiking, mountain biking, fishing, and picnicking




  Season: May through September




  Finding the campground: From the junction of US 89 and US 91 in Logan, travel east on paved US 89 for 5.5 miles to the campground, which is on the south side of the road.
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    Broadtail hummingbirds are always a joy to watch in flight.




  About the campground: Located in beautiful Logan Canyon, a place with an abundance of campgrounds, this is a wonderful place from which to climb, hike, bike, fish for trout, or just sit and enjoy a picnic. Box elders, maples, and miniature roses shade the campsites and add to the lovely scene, with the Logan River roaring nearby. Logan Canyon is a climber’s paradise, with its sheer-walled limestone and quartzite cliffs offering up more than three hundred mostly bolted routes, ranging in difficulty from 5.5 to 5.14. See Rock Climbing Utah, a FalconGuides book by Stewart Green, for more information.




  
6 Spring Hollow





  




  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, about 7 miles east of Logan




  GPS: N41 45.194' / W111 43.010'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, drinking water, and vault toilets




  Sites: 12 basic sites, 1 double site, and 2 group sites (maximum 75 people each)




  Maximum RV length: 20 feet




  Fee: $$$ for basic sites; $$$$$ for double site; $$$$$ for group sites




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 5,100 feet




  Road conditions: Paved




  Management: Logan Ranger District, 1500 E. Hwy. 89, Logan; (435) 755-3620; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: Call (877) 444-6777 or TDD (877) 833-6777; www.recreation.gov




  Activities: Climbing, hiking, mountain biking, fishing, photography, and picnicking




  Season: May through October




  Finding the campground: From the junction of US 89 and US 91 in Logan, travel east on paved US 89 for 6.5 miles to the campground, which is on the south side of the road.




  About the campground: Located in the stunning realms of Logan Canyon, where campgrounds are plentiful, this is a great place from which to climb, hike, bike, and fish. The Logan River borders the north side of the shady campground, while Spring Hollow Creek rushes through it. Sites 1 to 6 are best for trailers, and sites 7 to 13 are best for tents and very small trailers due to narrow and windy roads with thick vegetation. Two trails begin here: The Riverside Nature Trail is for hikers and travels east to the Guinavah-Malibu Campground. Head back down the river, and you’ll enjoy 4 miles along the River Trail, which is open to both bicyclists and hikers.




  
7 Guinavah-Malibu





  




  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, approximately 7 miles east of Logan




  GPS: N41 45.727' / W111 42.127'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, drinking water, and flush toilets




  Sites: 37 basic sites, 3 double sites, and 3 group sites (maximum varies from 50 to 150 people)




  Maximum RV length: 25 feet




  Fee: $$$ for basic sites; $$$$$ for double sites; $$$$$ for group sites




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 5,100 feet




  Road conditions: Paved and dirt




  Management: Logan Ranger District, 1500 E. Hwy. 89, Logan; (435) 755-3620; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: Call (877) 444-6777 or TDD (877) 833-6777; www.recreation.gov




  Activities: Climbing, hiking, mountain biking, fishing, photography, and picnicking Restrictions: Campground gate locked at 10 p.m. each night




  Season: May through October




  Finding the campground: From the junction of US 89 and US 91 in Logan, travel east on paved US 89 for 7.4 miles to the campground, which is on the south side of the road.




  About the campground: Here in the kingdom of Logan Canyon, where the scenery is stunning, campgrounds are numerous, and outdoor activities are plentiful, you’ll find more than enough to do in the way of climbing, hiking, biking, and fishing. The Logan River cuts through the campground, while cottonwood, box elder, and maple trees serve to shade it. The complex actually consists of two campgrounds: Guinavah offers basic sites 12 to 40 plus group sites B and C, while Malibu consists of group site A and basic sites 1 to 11. One trail begins in the campground, and another starts just across the street. The Riverside Nature Trail is for hikers and travels west to the Spring Hollow Campground. Across the road you’ll find the Wind Caves Trail. It leads 1.3 miles to a triple arch and natural limestone cave.




  
8 Preston Valley





  




  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, approximately 10 miles east of Logan




  GPS: N41 46.407' / W111 39.281'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, flush toilets, and drinking water




  Sites: 6 basic sites




  Maximum RV length: 20 feet




  Fee: $$ for basic sites




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 5,200 feet




  Road conditions: Paved




  Management: Logan Ranger District, 1500 E. Hwy. 89, Logan; (435) 755-3620; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: None




  Activities: Climbing, mountain biking, fishing, and picnicking




  Season: May through October




  Finding the campground: From the junction of US 89 and US 91 in Logan, travel east on paved US 89 for 10.4 miles to the campground, which is on the south side of the road.




  About the campground: This small campground is located about midway through glorious Logan Canyon, with easy access to rock climbing and fishing. Deciduous trees shade the sites, while the Logan River flows nearby. Please note that RVers should stay away from sites 1 and 2, because there is no place for trailers to turn around. Climbers should note that Logan Canyon is a paradise of sheer-walled limestone and quartzite cliffs offering up more than three hundred mostly bolted routes. Routes range in difficulty from 5.5 to 5.14; see Stewart Green’s FalconGuides book Rock Climbing Utah for more information.




  
9 Lodge





  




  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, approximately 13 miles east of Logan




  GPS: N41 46.651' / W111 37.223'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, drinking water, and vault toilets




  Sites: 10 basic sites




  Maximum RV length: 20 feet




  Fee: $$ for basic sites




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 5,500 feet




  Road conditions: Paved to the campground, then gravel




  Management: Logan Ranger District, 1500 E. Hwy. 89, Logan; (435) 755-3620; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: None




  Activities: Climbing, mountain biking, fishing, off-highway driving, and picnicking




  Season: May through October




  Finding the campground: From the junction of US 89 and US 91 in Logan, drive east on paved US 89 for 11.5 miles, then turn right (south) onto a narrow paved road for 1.3 miles to the campground. Just prior to reaching the campground there’s a fork; go right, then make a sharp right turn into the campground. A sign points the way.




  About the campground: Popular with ATVers, this shaded campground offers box elder and other deciduous trees as well as the waters of the Right Hand Fork. It’s a good place from which to base activities such as rock climbing, fishing, and exploring off the main highway. There are many places to mountain bike, including a ride to Ephraim’s Grave—the site at which the largest grizzly bear in America was killed—and a trip to the top of Logan Peak. For more information see the Falcon-Guides book Mountain Biking Utah, by Gregg Bromka.




  
10 Wood Camp





  




  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, about 13 miles east of Logan




  GPS: N41 47.841' / W111 38.677'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, and vault toilets




  Sites: 5 basic sites and 1 double site




  Maximum RV length: 20 feet




  Fee: $$ for basic sites; $$$$ for double site




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 5,400 feet




  Road conditions: Paved to the campground, then dirt




  Management: Logan Ranger District, 1500 E. Hwy. 89, Logan; (435) 755-3620; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: None




  Activities: Climbing, mountain biking, hiking, fishing, photography, and picnicking




  Season: May through October




  Finding the campground: From the junction of US 89 and US 91 in Logan, drive east on paved US 89 for 12.5 miles. The campground is on the north side of the road.




  About the campground: You won’t find drinking water here, but you will find the Logan River and shady sites for fishing. Best of all, the Jardine Juniper Trailhead is just 100 yards away. A sign points the way. The Jardine Trail leads to a gnarled, 3,200-year-old juniper. The trail is about 4 or 5 miles long and accessible to hikers, mountain bikers, and horseback riders. It’s a great hike, climbing approximately 1,800 feet while gaining the ridge, then descending a short distance to the tree.




  
11 Lewis M. Turner





  




  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, about 22 miles northeast of Logan




  GPS: N41 53.120' / W111 34.287'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, non-potable water, and flush toilets




  Sites: 10 basic sites




  Maximum RV length: 20 feet




  Fee: $$ for basic sites




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 5,600 feet




  Road conditions: Paved




  Management: Logan Ranger District, 1500 E. Hwy. 89, Logan; (435) 755-3620; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: None




  Activities: Photography, mountain biking, and picnicking Restrictions: ATVs not allowed




  Season: June through October




  Finding the campground: From the junction of US 89 and US 91 in Logan, head east on paved US 89 for 21.7 miles. At this point make a left (southwest) at the sign for Tony Grove. The road forks immediately; keep straight (northwest) to reach the campground in 0.4 mile.




  About the campground: Set among aspens this partially open campground makes a great base camp for exploring the nearby area. It’s also a fine place from which to watch for wildlife and have a picnic. If you want to do some mountain biking, check out Gregg Bromka’s FalconGuides book Mountain Biking Utah.
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  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, approximately 28 miles northeast of Logan




  GPS: N41 53.543' / W111 38.328'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, vault toilets, ADA sites; no trash service (pack it out)




  Sites: 35 basic sites, 1 double site, and 4 tents-only sites




  Maximum RV length: 30 feet




  Fee: $$$ for basic and tent sites; $$$$$ for double site




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 8,033 feet




  Road conditions: Paved




  Management: Logan Ranger District, 1500 E. Hwy. 89, Logan; (435) 755-3620; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: Call (877) 444-6777 or TDD (877) 833-6777; www.recreation.gov




  Activities: Hiking, fishing, horseback riding, photography, and picnicking




  Season: July through September




  Finding the campground: From the junction of US 89 and US 91 in Logan, head east on paved US 89 for 21.7 miles, then make a left (southwest) at the sign for Tony Grove. Keep left at the fork (which you’ll reach almost immediately) and continue another 6.6 miles, mostly heading west on the paved road. You’ll reach the campground just before the road ends at Tony Grove Lake.




  About the campground: Grouse, moose, and a whole lot more might await those who decide to camp at Tony Grove. Set among aspens, spruce, and other conifers, with some sites overlooking scenic Tony Grove Lake, this campground offers access into the Mount Naomi Wilderness. Trails lead into the 45,000-acre preserve, which encompasses some of the most rugged and spectacular country in the Bear River Range. A trail leads about 2,000 feet up and nearly 3 miles to the top of 9,979-foot Mount Naomi, the highest in the northern part of the Wasatch Range. Climb in the summer months, and you’re sure to indulge in fields of wildflowers—you might even see some wildlife, too.
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    Red-naped sapsucker adult feeds its hungry chick.
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  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, approximately 23 miles northeast of Logan




  GPS: N41 53.914' / W111 33.890'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, drinking water, and vault toilets




  Sites: 12 basic sites




  Maximum RV length: 20 feet




  Fee: $$ for basic sites




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 6,300 feet




  Road conditions: Paved to the campground, then gravel




  Management: Logan Ranger District, 1500 E. Hwy. 89, Logan; (435) 755-3620; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: None




  Activities: Hiking, fishing, mountain biking, and picnicking




  Restrictions: ATVs not allowed




  Season: June through October




  Finding the campground: From the junction of US 89 and US 91 in Logan, travel east on paved US 89 for 22.7 miles to the campground, which is on the north side of the road.




  About the campground: Aspens, cottonwoods, and willows grace this spot, with the Logan River flowing nearby. The campground is right next to the road and probably not the most quiet place come summer, but the river should drown out some of the noise. The site was named for the steep red bank of sandstone and conglomerate visible from the campground.
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  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, about 6 miles west of Garden City




  GPS: N41 55.230' / W111 27.754'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, drinking water, and vault toilets




  Sites: 27 basic sites




  Maximum RV length: 25 feet




  Fee: $$ for basic sites




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 7,600 feet




  Road conditions: Paved




  Management: Logan Ranger District, 1500 E. Hwy. 89, Logan; (435) 755-3620; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: Call (877) 444-6777 or TDD (877) 833-6777; www.recreation.gov




  Activities: Picnicking Restrictions: ATVs not allowed




  Season: June through September




  Finding the campground: From the junction of UT 30 and US 89 in Garden City, drive west on paved US 89 for about 6 miles to the campground, which is on the south side of the road.




  About the campground: Shady sites are the norm in this beautiful—and popular—camping area set among aspens and conifers. Look closely, and you may catch a glimpse of Bear Lake. Ranging from azure to turquoise to sky blue, the lake is more than 20 miles long and 8 miles wide. Once a hunting and gathering grounds for Native Americans, it was later a meeting place for almost every mountain man who trapped in the Rocky Mountains. Today it’s a popular destination for campers.




  
15 Rendezvous Beach: Bear Lake State Park





  




  Location: About 8 miles south of Garden City




  GPS: N41 50.772' / W111 20.946'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables (some covered), full hookups, flush toilets, showers, drinking water, dump station, ADA sites, boat and watercraft rentals, snack bar, and boat ramps and docks




  Sites: 37 basic sites, 106 full-hookup sites, and 4 group sites (maximum varies from 60 to 80 people)




  Maximum RV length: Any
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    RVs at Birch Creek Campground, Rendezvous Beach, have a lovely view of Bear Lake.




  Fee: $$ for basic sites; $$$ for full-hookup sites; $$$$$ for group sites




  Maximum stay: 14 days




  Elevation: 5,900 feet




  Road conditions: Paved




  Management: Bear Lake State Park, 940 N. Bear Lake Blvd., Garden City; (435) 946-3343; https://stateparks.utah.gov/parks/bear-lake/




  Reservations: Call (800) 322-3770; http://utahstateparks.reserveamerica.com




  Activities: Fishing, swimming, boating, waterskiing, and picnicking Restrictions: Campground gate closed from 10:30 p.m. to 7 a.m.




  Season: May 1 through September 30




  Finding the campground: From the junction of UT 30 and US 89 in Garden City, drive south on UT 30 for 8.1 miles to the campground, which is on the east side of the road.




  About the campground: Enter the park at Rendezvous Beach, along the south shore of Bear Lake where there’s a wide sandy beach, and you’ll find four campgrounds—Willow, Birch, Cottonwood, and Big Creek—for your enjoyment. Family reunions and other big group meetings are definitely popular here! The Willow Campground offers three group sites. At Cottonwood you’ll find thirty-seven sites scattered throughout an immense grove of cottonwoods. (Note: Vehicles line up in parking-lot fashion here; thus there won’t be much space between you and your neighbor in the parking lot, but you can spread out under the trees.) Birch Creek is the newest campground at Bear Lake and has full hookups in all sixty sites, plus covered picnic tables. Most sites have views of the lake. Big Creek Campground is a nice place for RVers and others wanting a space among cottonwoods and wild roses. Forty-six sites, some of them huge, offer full hookups and either stove stands or barbecue grills. There are also five cabins for rent and one group site.




  
16 Eastside: Bear Lake State Park





  




  Location: About 10 miles north of Laketown (South Eden: N41 55.832' / W111 16.988'; Cisco Beach North: N41 57.257' / W111 16.637'; Rainbow Cove: N41 58.130' / W111 16.262'; and North Eden: N42 00.064' / W111 15.647')




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, vault toilets, drinking water (at South Eden only), and two boat-launching areas, one at Rainbow Cove and the other at First Point




  Sites: 99 basic sites and 2 group sites (maximum 50 people each)




  Maximum RV length: Any




  Fee: $ for basic sites; $$$$$ for group sites




  Maximum stay: 14 days




  Elevation: 5,900 feet




  Road conditions: Paved to the campgrounds, then gravel




  Management: Bear Lake State Park, 940 N. Bear Lake Blvd., Garden City; (435) 946-3343; https://stateparks.utah.gov/parks/bear-lake/




  Reservations: Call (800) 322-3770; http://utahstateparks.reserveamerica.com




  Activities: Fishing, boating, swimming, waterskiing, scuba diving, and picnicking




  Season: Year-round (Cisco Beach and Rainbow Cove); the others are open May 1 through October 31 and are closed for the winter season.




  Finding the campground: From the junction of UT 30 and a paved road leading to the east shore of Bear Lake (a sign points the way), go north on the paved county road. You’ll pass the South Eden, Cisco Beach, Rainbow Cove, and North Eden Campgrounds as you head north.




  About the campground: Four primitive campgrounds along the east shore of Bear Lake offer camping in an open setting; most sites have great views of the lake. Bear Lake is popular for scuba divers, boaters, and anglers looking forward to trout, Bonneville cisco, and whitefish. South Eden offers twenty reservable sites. There are also two group sites with pavilions. Cisco Beach is famous among scuba divers, who enjoy the steep underwater drop-offs. The campground has fifty-six sites. Farther north you’ll find Rainbow Cove with thirteen sites; all but sites 1 through 4 are spacious. And for extra-large sites, check out the ten sites at North Eden.
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  Location: About 3 miles west of Randolph




  GPS: N41 40.650' / W111 13.600'




  Facilities: Picnic tables, fire rings, drinking water, and vault toilets




  Sites: 9 sites and 1 group site




  Maximum RV length: 40 feet




  Fee: $$ for basic sites; $$$$$ for group site




  Maximum stay: 14 days




  Elevation: 6,394 feet




  Road conditions: Gravel




  Management: Bureau of Land Management, Salt Lake Field Office, 2370 S. Decker Lake Blvd., West Valley; (801) 977-4300; https://www.blm.gov/office/salt-lake-field-office




  Reservations: For group site call (801) 977-4300; https://www.recreation.gov




  Activities: Fishing, hiking, mountain biking, and off-highway driving




  Season: Year-round




  Finding the campground: From the junction of UT 16 and Canyon Road in Randolph, drive west on Canyon Road for 2.2 miles. A sign points the way to Little Creek Campground. The road is paved, then turns to gravel. Turn right and reach the campground in another 0.3 mile.




  About the campground: Located at the base of the Monte Cristo Mountains, the campground is in sagebrush country near Little Creek Reservoir, a favorite among fishermen who will enjoy a variety of fish, including largemouth bass, striped bass, pickerel, blue catfish, crappie, redear sunfish, bream, bluegill, catfish, bowfin, walleye, and carp. When we checked the campground, there was very little water in the reservoir, so fishing wasn’t possible. Check beforehand if fishing is your thing.
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  Location: About 9 miles west of Woodruff




  GPS: N40 30.092' / W112 33.480'




  Facilities: Vault toilets




  Sites: Dispersed camping




  Maximum RV length: 20 feet




  Fee: None




  Maximum stay: 14 days




  Elevation: 6,850 feet




  Road conditions: Gravel




  Management: Bureau of Land Management, Salt Lake Field Office, 2370 S. Decker Lake Blvd., West Valley; (801) 977-4300; https://www.blm.gov/office/salt-lake-field-office




  Reservations: None




  Activities: Fishing and picnicking




  Season: May through October




  Finding the campground: From the junction of UT 16 and 39 in Woodruff, drive west on UT 39 for 7.8 miles. A sign points the way north to Birch Creek Reservoir. Follow the maintained dirt road for 1.1 miles.




  About the campground: According to the folks at the BLM, the campground is in need of deferred maintenance. Because there are no standard amenities, the campground is free. An unmaintained path leads to the west end of one reservoir, and another reservoir above and to the west, both of which are popular for rainbow and cutthroat trout fishing.
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  Location: In the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, about 20 miles west of Woodruff




  GPS: N41 27.819' / W111 29.849'




  Facilities: Fire pits, picnic tables, drinking water, and vault toilets




  Sites: 45 basic sites and 2 group sites (maximum 100 people each)




  Maximum RV length: 25 feet (45 feet in group sites)




  Fee: $$$ for basic sites; $$$$$ for group sites




  Maximum stay: 7 days




  Elevation: 9,000 feet




  Road conditions: Paved




  Management: Ogden Ranger District, 507 25th St., Ste. 103, Ogden; (801) 625-5112; www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/home




  Reservations: For group sites only, call (877) 444-6777 or TDD (877) 833-6777; www.recreation.gov




  Activities: Hiking, off-highway driving, mountain biking, and picnicking Restrictions: Horses restricted within the campground, but legal in dispersed campsites north of the campground; ATVs not allowed in the campground




  Season: July through October




  Finding the campground: From the junction of UT 16 and 39 in Woodruff, drive west on UT 39 for 20.2 miles to the campground, which is on the south side of the road.




  About the campground: Aspen, spruce, and fir add to the already lovely high-elevation setting of this campground. Two group sites, available by reservation only, make this a nice spot for those who just want a base camp from which to explore, or a place for relaxing and picnicking. There’s a 16-mile loop that will be of interest to those with mountain bikes or ATVs. Ranging from 8,400 feet to 8,800 feet, the loop receives moderate use, while its series of ridge roads provides views of the Wasatch, Uinta, and Wellsville Mountains.
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