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To my mother, ClaraBelle, thank you for sharing your crafty genes with me. Because of you I love to create beautiful things.

To my wonderful family—Robert, Tim, Ari, and Robby—thank you for all the fun family pumpkin carving nights that inspired so many of my pumpkin design ideas.





INTRODUCTION
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Welcome to Pumpkins and Party Themes.

In this book, you’ll find ten unique Halloween party themes that are showcased with tips, tricks, and ideas for coordinating decor, party activities, and costumes, plus five DIY pumpkin designs for each party theme. That’s fifty pumpkin DIYs using painting, carved designs, and mixed media craftiness.

The projects range from super simple to midrange skill, so even if you don’t consider yourself to be crafty you should be able to complete most, if not all, of the projects in this book.

I created a variety of pumpkin designs that include paint, glitter, glue, and other craftiness as well as several carved pumpkins. Not everyone likes to carve so I wanted to provide ideas and methods that everyone can enjoy. If you like to carve, some of the designs I used for painting pumpkins can easily be modified and used as carving stencils.

Feel free to mix and match designs and themes. There are many projects that can be used for multiple themes. Gothic Elegance and Blood Bash have projects that could be used for both themes. Blood Bash’s Blood Splatter pumpkin would fit in great with the Zombie theme. The Zombie theme’s Bloody Handprint, Brains, and Hand Reaching Out can be incorporated into the Blood Bash party if you are going for a gory style or the Brains and Hand Reaching Out can easily be background pumpkins for the Dr. Frankenstein’s Laboratory theme. Edgar Allan Poe projects could be featured in Gothic Elegance and Let’s Get Literary. Mina and Dracula, and the Frankie and Bride of Frankenstein silhouettes are a perfect fit for Let’s Get Literary as well.

Have fun customizing a party to make it your own.

Roxanne Rhoads





CHAPTER 1

GET READY FOR HALLOWEEN
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PUMPKINS: A QUICK HISTORY

Pumpkins and Halloween go hand in hand. No other symbol is as synonymous with Halloween as a grinning jack-o’-lantern.

It is believed that pumpkins originated in Central America over 7,500 years ago. These original pumpkins did not resemble the bright orange variety we commonly see today. The original pumpkins were small, hard, and had a bitter taste. The pumpkins we use today are thought to have originated in North America. Seeds have been found in Mexico that are over five thousand years old.

The name pumpkin originated from the Greek word for large melon which is pepon. The French turned pepon into pompon. The English changed it to pumpion. Shakespeare referred to the pumpion in The Merry Wives of Windsor. In 1584 when the French explorer Jacques Cartier explored the St. Lawrence region of North America, he reported finding gros melons which translated into English as pompions. American colonists later changed the name to pumpkin.

Native Americans called pumpkins isqoutm squash. The squash was a staple of Native diets long before the pilgrims landed. Native people would roast long strips of pumpkin on the open fire to eat. They also dried long strips to be woven into mats.

When white settlers arrived, they learned about pumpkins and incorporated them into a variety of recipes from desserts to stews. The first pumpkin pie was created when colonists cut off the pumpkin top, removed the seeds, filled the pumpkin with honey, milk, and spices, and baked it in the hot ashes of a fire.

One of the first published American pumpkin recipes was recorded in the early 1670s in John Josselyn’s New-England’s Rarities Discovered.

THE LEGEND OF JACK-O’-LANTERN

The legend of the jack-o’-lantern is thought to have originated in Ireland with the tale of a miserly blacksmith named Stingy Jack. Many versions of the story exist. The following is a compilation of some of these stories.

Stingy Jack was a con man. To simply call him a bad man would be an understatement. But Jack was clever and had a knack for getting out of trouble. Legend has it Jack sold his soul to the devil for his ability to avoid the responsibility and repercussions of his actions.
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One Halloween night the devil came calling. Time was up and the devil wanted what was due to him: Jack’s soul.

The devil met up with Jack at a pub. Legend tells that ol’ Jack had drunk way too much and his soul was on the verge of slipping away, but before the devil could collect, Jack managed to convince the devil they should have a drink together.

The devil had no money and Jack was as sly as he was stingy. He convinced the devil to turn into a sixpence so he could get that last drink. The devil’s pride was his downfall; he couldn’t resist showing off his shapeshifting skills so he promptly became a sixpence on the counter.

Clever Jack didn’t buy a drink; he shoved that sixpence into his wallet which had a silver clasp in the shape of a cross.

He trapped the devil and wouldn’t let him out until he promised not to collect Jack’s soul for another ten years (some legends say it was just a year Jack bargained for).

Ten years later on Halloween night, the devil tried to collect Jack’s soul again. Wandering down a lonely country road the devil suddenly appeared to Jack. They walked together and talked for a while before happening upon a tree covered in shiny red apples.

This time Jack convinced the devil to fetch him an apple. The devil stood on Jack’s shoulders to climb into the tree to get the shiniest red apple they could see. While the devil was in the tree, Jack pulled out his penknife and carved a cross on the trunk of the tree trapping the devil once again.

The devil was desperate to be free. Jack’s condition for getting the devil down? He made the devil promise not to come calling for his soul ever again.

When Jack died years later, he was turned away from Heaven for his sinful ways. When he tried to enter Hell, the devil said: “I cannot break my word.” He had promised not to collect Jack’s soul. “Go away; go back where you came from,” the devil shouted at him.

“It’s dark, how will I find my way?” Jack asked while munching on a turnip.

The devil threw him glowing coal which Jack placed in the turnip he had been eating. He became Jack of the Lantern, doomed to wander the earth alone for all eternity.

JACK-O’-LANTERN HISTORY

Throughout England and Ireland, tales of ghostly lights appearing over bogs and marshes are quite common. These lights have been known as lantern men, hob-o’-lanterns, will-o’- the-wisps, corpse candles, and jack-o’-lanterns. Stories about Jack of the Lantern were common in the British Isles.

These pale eerie lights would bob along in the darkness like a lantern being held by someone walking. Horses tended to shy away from such lights. After a while, people learned to beware of these odd lights. Following the lights could lead a person to doom. People would get lost and sometimes sucked into a watery grave in the bogs and swamps.

Legend says if you ever encounter ol’ Jack on the road you should put out your lantern so he doesn’t smash it to pieces. Don’t let him follow you home. Once you arrive at your destination don’t take any chances, carve your own lantern and light it to stay safe from Jack.

In the English village of Hinton St George, punkies are carried through town on Halloween night. These “punkies” are special lanterns carved from large beets known as mangel-wurzels. Prizes are awarded for the best-carved punkie.

Old fashioned jack-o’-lanterns are truly terrifying, especially when they start to shrivel and look like shrunken heads.

In Scotland, lanterns were originally carved from turnips and in Ireland, they used turnips and potatoes. But what Americans tend to call turnips are different than traditional turnips from Europe, which are a large member of the beet family. In some areas of Scotland these were called neeps. The Swedish called them rottabaggars. In the US we call them rutabagas. So, if you want to carve a traditional lantern, grab rutabaga.

When Irish and Scottish immigrants came to the United States, they brought their Halloween (Samhain) customs with them. They quickly discovered the American pumpkin and decided it was a much better canvas for their lantern art. Large, round pumpkins with their bright colors and soft insides were perfect for carving.
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