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Introduction


In order to properly examine the reason for existence, not merely human existence but the existence of literally everything, we shall be primarily looking at concepts. More precisely the book will be referring to these specific concepts as the basic concepts that underpin existence. The reason for this will be made clear as you continue reading, but suffice to say that all existence depends on these basic concepts to: not only exist in the first place, but to operate in both a logical and familiar fashion.


For any philosophy or science majors this is not to be confused with conceptual analysis. It may in fact be better not to try and relate anything in this book to something that you have previously read. The slate of your ‘academic mind’ must be as clean as possible, while obviously retaining your logical mind and general ‘common sense’. This ensures that you have the best possible chance to understand what is being written on its own merits, without excess baggage being brought along. This not only relates to any emotional attachments to previous ideas in regards to existence and philosophy. It also refers to any word/ terminology associations that a reader may have. For instance terms such as ‘intuition’ or ‘concepts’ may have very specific (and even non-dictionary defined) meanings for readers, but the way in which this book uses these terms may differ slightly; although obviously this will not apply to every reader. In any case it is important to assign any terms with the description in this book, otherwise some of the meanings within could become lost.


Rather than using overly complicated and unnecessary explanations with a plethora of unfamiliar and academic terminology, this book will try to read as straightforward as possible. Anything worth explaining should be told as simply, with all necessary detail, as possible. Rather than sounding highly technical with the purpose of boosting the ego of the writer, this book aims to be understood by as many people as feasibly possible. This is not to say that some aspects of this book won’t be challenging to some degree, but with a little contemplation and by rereading a few sentences or paragraphs, the ideas within should become clear.


Additionally the ideas brought forward in this book are in no way meant to be riddles. It is the ideas themselves that need to be contemplated, rather than any parable or word trickery that may eventually lead to an idea. It would in fact be counter-productive to explain anything within this book in the form of a riddle or in an overly complicated fashion. The reader’s full concentration should be on the ideas being put forward, rather than spending time deciphering what those ideas are actually supposed to be in the first place. This could often lead to the reader missing a particular point or, worse yet, the subjective (mis)interpretation of an idea that bears little resemblance to the author’s original intent.


Regardless of how straightforward or complex an idea is, everyday examples of the concepts at work will be used to help clarify the ideas being put forward. Simultaneously this will also show how the concepts are directly connected to our actual lives, rather than merely existing in an intellectual void. Additionally there may be some instances where the reader quickly understands the concept they are reading, while there is still a portion of text remaining regarding the concept in question. This is done in order to anticipate some of the main arguments that could be raised with the discussed concepts, rather than an attempt to drag simple ideas out too far.


On the whole this book may in fact seem rather short, especially in regards to its subject matter, but the feeling is that a concise explanation for each idea and concept will suffice. It is then up to the readers themselves to see if these explanations not only match up with the world around them, but also to simple, basic logic. As opposed to certain religious and spiritual ideas, no heightened emotional states or leaps of faith are required to understand the ideas and concepts within. Rather a calm and clear mind is all that is needed.


Concepts


Concepts and Semantics


The concepts discussed within this book, usually referred to as the basic concepts that underpin existence, are perhaps obviously expressed in English. This does not necessarily mean that these concepts will be easily understood by everyone whose first language is English. Someone, although likely not famous to any degree, once said that: “Perhaps 1 + 1 does not equal 2 and that we are all wrong. Perhaps 1 + 1 equaled 7, or perhaps an apple, or even something we don’t know about yet.” Although such a statement might seem ridiculous and many may wonder why it is even in this book, it is an attempt to point out an issue that may affect some readers. The important thing to note is that the terms themselves are not the actual concepts; rather the terms and numerals used within this book are merely representations of the concepts. The concept of 1 + 1 = 2 is just one way of representing this familiar concept. Pushing two almost identical stones together could be considered another more visual way of representing the same concept.


The focus of this book – the basic concepts that underpin existence – are all concepts that exist without the need for human or any other living entity’s recognition or understanding. All the concepts within this book do not need an individual’s intellectual recognition for it to not only affect that individual’s life, but also the whole of existence. To make this idea simpler to understand it would be similar to a caveman being unaware that oxygen is affecting his individual life. The caveman’s ignorance of oxygen does in no way stop oxygen from affecting the caveman’s existence, just because he is almost completely unaware of it. If not already, this idea should be made clearer the further into the book you get.


Concepts or Laws?


As previously mentioned the concepts in the book won’t merely be discussed as if they were in a vacuum or far from our everyday experience. The basic concepts that underpin existence will always have some effect on our known world as, needless to say, our known world is a part of existence. Therefore these concepts are all apparent in our subjective realities, otherwise known as our everyday lives. As these concepts not only underpin our world, but all of existence, they should be in fact seen as laws, rather than merely subjective ideas. The reason for calling them concepts rather than laws is that we can see the idea of these concepts, but we do not see them in their actuality. The concepts can be explained logically, but to be understood they will need some form of subjective conceptualization from the reader.


For example two such concepts are infinity and pure nothingness (a complete absence of anything). We can logically understand the idea of infinity, but we can never actually witness it in its entirety. If we could it would not actually be infinite. Although we cannot see infinity in its actuality we can imagine, at the very least, the idea of something being without end.


Sometimes we think we are literally witnessing a specific concept, even though we are merely seeing the idea of the concept through our own subjective misconceptions. For instance the concept of pure nothingness seems to appear often, such as: an empty room, the dark void of space, or even the space between molecules. Although there may appear to be literally ‘nothing’ in certain instances, what we are actually witnessing is merely the idea of pure nothingness, where there is actually something there, but we are unable to recognize it; such as air or something we are yet to discover.


Despite this pure nothingness, like infinity, can also be conceptualized even though we cannot literally witness or even form a complete picture of pure nothingness in our minds. Even if we are consciously aware that we cannot literally witness either infinity or pure nothingness we are still able to understand these concepts in principle. This, as you will find, is how all the basic concepts that underpin existence work. We can subjectively believe we are witnessing these concepts and understand them conceptually, but we will never witness them in their literal actualities.


Witnessing the Ideas of Concepts Rather Than the Concepts Themselves


It may seem somewhat strange that any basic concept that underpins existence can be absolutely true and yet never witnessed in its complete actuality. As broad concepts like infinity and pure nothingness are such ‘big’ ideas, in a manner of speaking, it may be easier to understand that they cannot be witnessed in their actuality. However, it is likely that there are several slightly less broad concepts that people would be convinced that they see in actuality.


The most obvious example might be the idea of absolute zero (0), as most people would be convinced that absolute zero does exist in our known physical world, at least in certain contexts. Most of us could imagine or believe that we witness absolute zero in regards to something specific; something that we are familiar with in our everyday lives. If someone held out their apparently empty hand we could probably name at least a few thousand things that were not in that hand. Therefore the concept of absolute zero could apply to certain situations in regards to certain things. For example when looking at someone’s apparently empty hand it would be plausible to say there was a zero amount of an orange in their hand, and certainly a zero amount of the moon or a zero amount of a dinosaur in their hand.


We will first discuss how this is not actually the case by using the example of an orange, but as you read on you will discover that any example could be used. When someone cuts an orange in two we will see two halves, and four quarters of an orange if those halves are cut in two again. If we kept cutting those orange pieces in half we will most likely see bits of an orange rather than a specific fraction of an orange. When this actually occurs would of course be a subjective observation. It is also a subjective observation when the orange is cut up so often that it no longer resembles any part of an orange at all. In theory if we could keep cutting the pieces of orange forever there would be a point where no human could see any part of the orange at all.


This is not to say that we all have invisible slices of orange in our hands, but it is not that far off the mark. Rather than using fractions it is now perhaps better to use the decimal system. If someone were to say you had 0.0000000000001% of an orange in your hand this may at first seem like a bizarre and pointless thing to say. The truth is there will be something, most likely completely unseen, resting in our hand that could make up some part of an orange. Although no one would dream of calling this any recognizable percentage of an orange, the fact is that oranges like all other things are made up of infinitely smaller objects/ things/entities (from now on any object, particle, life-form or anything that could be considered an individual will be referred to as an ‘entity’ or an ‘individual’, depending on the context).


This could be something as small as an atom, or any element that we are familiar or unfamiliar with. Although this may sound pedantic, the law of infinity makes this a complete truth. Somewhere on your hand, even right now, or anywhere else for that matter is a building block that can go towards making absolutely anything else. One problem is that some of these building blocks could be beyond our sight or comprehension. As we will discuss throughout the book all of existence stems from the same source, or more specifically the same concepts, therefore everything will, on close enough inspection, consist of the same building blocks.


Even in basic mathematics we see representations of the laws or concepts of mathematics working, rather than the actual mathematics in its purest form. The simplest equation of 1 + 1 = 2 is something almost everyone is familiar with, and is probably seen unconsciously or consciously by most of us multiple times a day. If we take any two individual cherries in the world and add them together in a bowl, this is an obvious representation of 1 + 1 = 2. However, both cherries would not be of equal size and therefore they cannot both literally be considered as ‘1’. If even one of those cherries could be constituted as the pure representation of ‘1’ ideal cherry, the other cherry, even if it were weighed to be exactly the same as the first cherry by human measuring tools, would in fact be different. The second cherry might actually represent 1.00000001 of the supposed ideal cherry, or a number containing several hundred zeroes after the decimal point. On close enough inspection no two cherries would ever be exactly the same.


This applies to everything, whether it was any two of the same factory produced item, any two grains of sand, or any two drops of water. Even if we cannot observe their actual difference, no two individual entities anywhere in the whole of existence will be exactly the same; literally a hundred percent the same. Therefore rather than literally seeing 1 + 1 = 2 in our known world (including the equation being written or typed), we are seeing a representation of the mathematical concept that 1 + 1 = 2. We see the idea of the equation rather than the literal equation in its purest form.


Therefore it is not only such broad concepts like infinity and pure nothingness that we merely see the idea of rather than the concept in its actuality, it also applies to any nonhuman made concept, whether it’s in regards to: a color, the idea of perfection or any mathematical equation, etc. Additionally the reason why no two entities in the whole of existence can be exactly the same will be made clearer in the following two chapters.


Basic Intuitive Thinking As Opposed to Intuitive Thinking


Before addressing the reason for existence it might be important to address the idea of basic intuitive thinking. Although basic intuitive thinking is required to understand this book, it does not require any mystical or supernatural talent; it is in fact equivalent to being able to understand the basic concepts of mathematics. Therefore this book should be simplistic enough for anyone of a reasonable age to understand.


Intuition


The term ‘intuition’, especially to those that see themselves as being extremely rational, can ring the proverbial alarm bell. This is because intuitive thinking in this day and age may often be thought of as: knowing something without apparent rigorous investigation, a lucky guess, irrational, and is often associated with the delusions of a spiritual/religious individual. The idea that the ability to understand any concept is in fact based on, and could only be based upon, intuitive thinking may at first seem like an absolute fallacy.


Intuitive thinking, rather than basic intuitive thinking, would be most commonly known as the semi-physic or inspired guesswork that humans do seemingly out of nowhere. For example a brother or sister suddenly knowing that their sibling is in some kind of trouble when they are miles apart and seemingly having no logical reason to have such knowledge. This is not the type of intuition that this book will be referring to. What we will be referring to is the recognition of basic concepts by witnessing the ideas of these concepts in our everyday lives. This might be called ‘basic intuition’. A basic intuition that recognizes basic concepts, rather than anything that could be considered psychic or supernatural.


Basic Intuitive Thinking


Basic intuitive thinking involves knowing that a concept is true, rather than just thinking or believing that it is true. Obviously experience and observation increases one’s knowledge, which then enables for the better understanding of a particular topic, but what we are specifically discussing is the ability to recognize a complete truth. Once again we can use mathematics to better explain this idea. Mathematics would appear to be based upon reason alone with no intuition needed whatsoever. This could be because basic mathematics is not only used successfully in everyday life; it is also accepted as straightforward and uncontroversial. However, the most important reason would be that individuals will most likely only focus upon the problem solving aspect of mathematics.


An important aspect of mathematics that most people may not consciously think about is understanding the concept of numbers. Recognizing and knowing the concept of ‘1’ is needed before someone can perform basic mathematics. We can see the idea of ‘1’ all around us: 1 cup, 1 grape, 1 person, 1 drop of water. In order to recognize these familiar things we need to first be able to recognize and understand the concept of ‘1’, which must be done with basic intuitive thinking.


To explain this idea further the example of 1 + 1 = 2 will again be used, and although this may be slightly repetitive it’s a good way to reiterate certain ideas. Any representation to depict a basic mathematical formula, whether it’s the use of pebbles or a language/numeral based representation, will only ever be a representation. If a printer or typewriter were to type the equation: 1 + 1 = 2, the same amount of ink to type each individual ‘1’ will never be used. Even if it took the world’s most powerful microscope this will be found to be the case. This may sound overly fastidious, but it is both accurate and therefore important.


The truth of the matter is that any individual can only be witness to a representation of any mathematical formula or number. Any mathematical representation will trigger within an individual the knowledge of the actual concept of that mathematical formula or number. It is the recognition and understanding of the concept that occurs, rather than bearing witness to the concept in its actuality. This is basic intuitive thinking at work.


If someone witnessed a female and a male lion side by side for the first time, the concept of 1 + 1 = 2 can be realized even though the two lions are obviously not the same physically. The concept of 1 + 1 = 2 can be instantly realized with the representation of the two different looking lions if the concept is first understood intuitively. The two objects do not have to appear exactly the same for this concept to be recognized.


Of course it can be argued that humans can be easily convinced that they are seeing the exact, literal representation of this basic mathematical formula. Two grains of sand that look the same with the limitation of human eyes can convince a human that they are in fact observing two identical grains of sand. Even if we did not have the means to observe that the two grains of sand, despite first impressions, were in fact different, it is still the recognition of the concept of ‘sameness’ or even 1 + 1 = 2 that actually occurs.


While reason and the analytical mind process equations, the understanding that the basic principles of mathematics are correct must be made intuitively. The use of reason intertwined with intuitive understanding is used to understand and then use concepts, including mathematics, in our everyday lives. To give an example that may be easier to understand in terms of intuitive knowledge is the idea of infinity. As previously mentioned infinity by its nature cannot be observed otherwise it would not truly be infinite. One must first use basic intuitive thinking to understand the concept of infinity – in other words to imagine the concept of something never ending, without having to literally visualize something without end.


To then apply that concept to the world/universe we are familiar with requires reason, often involving research, such as understanding that our physical universe can stretch out into infinity by using theoretical physics. If someone did not intuitively understand the concept of infinity they may refuse to believe, or think that a mistake had been made regarding the theory that the physical universe literally stretched out forever. The same can be said about any given number. If someone did not intuitively understand the number ‘2’ any equation involving the number 2 would seem meaningless.


Therefore the form of intuition used here is really the recognition of concepts that underline our very existence. Although these concepts transcend our limited form of existence, despite the world around us triggering the idea of these concepts within us, this form of intuition is still basic in nature. That is to say it is basic in comparison to the complex forms of intuition that resemble something more akin to ‘psychic phenomena’. This book does not address these other forms of intuition at all, but that is not to say that other forms of intuition do not exist somewhere in the whole of existence, if not on this very planet.


Life, Creation and Evolution


As this book deals with the reason for existence, it is important to clarify what this book means by existence and how it differs from the idea of ‘life’ and ‘creation’. We will then look at the concept of evolution and how it is connected to the whole of existence. Although evolution is not always considered the same as progression in academia, this book will always consider evolution to be a progression of some kind, while ‘regression’ will be considered the polar opposite of evolution.


Firstly the idea of ‘life’ will be thought of as the familiar physical world we know, consisting of anything that most humans subjectively consider to be alive. In other words it is the physical existence of a life-form, whether a human, animal, plant or any other life that goes through the cycle of birth, growth and death. The idea of ‘creation’, as is commonly known in the realm of metaphysics and theology, consists of some form of creator which has created our known world and presumably worlds unknown.


Existence


The idea of existence put forward in this book transcends not only the life we are familiar with, but also the idea of a creator which, if they existed, has not been adequately explained in terms of how they came to be. Any individual creator, whether human or incorporeal, needs some explanation of why and how they came to be, and how they work. Therefore, life and any theoretical creator of the physical world and universe need to lie within the whole of existence, rather than actually representing existence. The term ‘existence’ used in this book will literally mean the existence of anything and everything, including that which is unknown to us. Therefore the book’s basic aim is to ultimately explain why anything exists at all, and subsequently how existence at its most basic, rudimentary level works. Upon reading the book the reader will understand that the questions of why and how our existence works are in fact inextricably connected.
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