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Safety Information

• It is recommended to always take safety precautions when performing manual tasks and activities. Always follow the directions labels and supplies used.

• Always use age judgment and do not allow children under the age of 3 to participate with ingredients or small supplies that may pose a choking hazard.

• It is recommended that all activities and crafts be carried out only under the supervision of an adult.

• Adults should handle any chemical product or sharp tools.
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Introduction

Get ready for an adventure under the sea!

First of all, let me introduce myself—my name is Isa and I am a passionate lover of crafts. I love everything artistic and handmade, and every week I upload videos with tutorials of handcrafts to my YouTube channels. If you want to visit me there, you can find my channels as Isa’s World (in English) and El Mundo de Isa (in Spanish).

I have always been mesmerized with the mermaid world; these mythological beings transport us to a universe of underwater fantasy where the day goes by in constant fun.

This book brings us closer to the fantastic underwater universe where mermaids and their aquatic friends live, with dozens of entertaining craft projects. Create treasure chests, jewels worthy of a mermaid princess, fun marine characters, and even your own mermaid doll made with felt cloth.

It doesn’t matter if you are a beginner or if you are already a pro crafter. This book is designed for everyone to enjoy their beautiful projects. Each craft comes with its list of materials, detailed instructions, and many pictures for mermaid lovers to immerse their creativity in the coral background. Do you dare to swim with these beautiful creatures?
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Treasure chest

A chest full of treasures rescued from the bottom of the sea by the mermaids.
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Wouldn’t you love to find a chest full of treasures? Who hasn’t imagined discovering under the sand of the beach an old chest with valuable objects from a ship of centuries ago … Surely in some remote place of the ocean, there are mermaids that recover these chests full of coins and jewels, and now we can make our own.

Difficulty: difficult

Time required: around 5 hours of work + drying time.

Supplies:

[image: Image] 5mm thick cardboard

[image: Image] White glue

[image: Image] Water

[image: Image] Masking tape

[image: Image] Newspaper scraps

[image: Image] Acrylic paints (I use DecoArt Americana)—colors I used: Snow White DA01, Aqua Sky DA333-3, Primary Yellow DA201-3

[image: Image] Fine sand

[image: Image] Paintbrushes

[image: Image] Scissors

[image: Image] Closure clasp for boxes

[image: Image] Superglue

[image: Image] To decorate: Moss, shells, rope or twine, beads, rhinestones, anything extra you’d like

Instructions:

The first step is to prepare your cardboard—this will be the base material to make this treasure chest. I recommend using double-wave (corrugated) cardboard, as this is thicker and more resistant and will be perfect for our craft. As a general rule, double-channel cardboard has a thickness of approximately 5mm.

In this image, you can see some of the pieces of cardboard you need with the corresponding measurements. To cut straight out, you can use a box cutter—ask an adult for help with this!

A pieces correspond to the front and back of the chest.

B piece corresponds to the base of the chest.

C pieces correspond to the sides.

D and E pieces correspond to the lid of the chest.

Measurements:

A: 16cm × 10cm

B: 15cm × 10cm

C: 10cm × 10cm

D: 16cm × 3cm

E: 10cm × 3cm in the straight zone and 4cm in the top of the curve

[image: Image]

The chest is divided into 2 main pieces—the lid and the box. To make the box, we will use pieces A, B, and C. This is as simple as gluing the pieces together. This glue is slow drying, so you can hold the pieces together with masking tape to stay in place while they dry.
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To form the lid, we will use parts D and E. First join the pieces D and E to form the body of the lid.

In the following photo you can see that the piece of upper part is somewhat curved, for this reason I used single-wave cardboard since it is easier to form the rounded shape of the lid—it is important that the waves of the cardboard go in the same direction that you see in the image so they will be able to bend. Take the necessary measures and cut the cardboard and glue it on top with white glue. Now your lid is ready!
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We will cover all the edges and corners of the box and the lid with masking tape. This will create a more professional finish to our chest.
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To make the chest stronger, we will apply a layer of papier-mâché. This consists of sticking pieces of newspaper across the surface of the chest. To paste it, we will use a mixture of white glue and water.

The paper cutouts that I have used are from an old phone book, this paper is perfect for this craft, and you can also use newspaper scraps.

Create your papier-mâché mixture by com-bining 70 percent white glue and 30 percent water. Using a paintbrush, apply the glue mixture onto your cardboard chest, completing 1 side at a time. As you go, place the pieces of paper onto the glue, overlapping each other. The papier-mâché should cover the entire chest and lid, inside and outside. Then let it dry overnight.
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After several hours (or overnight), your pieces should be dry and resistant—it is now time to join the lid with the box. For this we will use masking tape. Look at the following image to place the pieces correctly, then place a strip of masking tape on the inside of the chest to join them.
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Now close the chest and place another strip of masking tape along the back of your closed box, covering the space between the lid and the box.
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If you want to give it extra strength, cover the masking tape with more glue mixture and pieces of newspaper, and let it dry for at least 6 hours.
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Cool! The hardest part is finished, now comes the fun, which is to paint and decorate. Go for it!

Now we will use acrylic paints! First, apply 2 layers of white paint across the entire chest. Let the paint dry between layers.
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As you know, we are making a treasure chest that has spent centuries at the bottom of the sea, so we must give it a worn look. To achieve this, we will apply a painting technique called dry brush. Dip the brush in turquoise paint and blot the excess onto a paper towel. We want the brush to make irregular strokes with just a bit of paint, not too much. Apply these quick brushstrokes all over the chest, you will see that it begins to take on a very beautiful worn look.

On the lower part of the chest we will use yellow paint, using the same dry brush technique.

[image: Image]

Once you’ve done both the blue and yellow portions, we will cover the bottom of the chest with sand. On top of the yellow portion, add a thin layer of glue, and sprinkle your fine beach sand and let it dry. It will stay stuck in the areas where there is glue, and once it’s dry you can gently shake the chest so excess sand falls off and the blue area is clear.
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And now everything depends on your creativity! You can glue shells, moss, plastic beads, and anything else you like so that your new chest has the desired look. Use superglue to paste all the ornaments.
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As a final touch, we will place a nice metal lock that you can get in craft stores. First adhere this with superglue, and then insert small screws to make sure it stays in place.

[image: Image]

I love the result of this craft—it is totally realistic and you can save all your treasures here. Or, if you’re having a mermaid-themed party, you can fill it with chocolate coins and everyone will be surprised!
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Mermaid candy machine

Mermaids loooove sweets!
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When I was a young girl, I remember those machines at the front of stores that you had to put a coin, turn a crank, and 2 huge gumballs came out. I still remember the distinct taste—and also how difficult it was to turn the crank as a little kid!

Inspired by those old chewing gum machines, we will make ours with the colors of the sirens, because surely the sirens are as sweet as can be.

Difficulty: easy

Time required: about 1 hour of work + the drying time.
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Supplies:

[image: Image] 1 terra-cotta pot with corresponding dish

[image: Image] 1 small round fishbowl tank, or a small bowl

[image: Image] 1 small wooden ball

[image: Image] High strength universal use glue

[image: Image] Silk paper

[image: Image] Masking tape

[image: Image] Acrylic paints (I used DecoArt Americana in these colors: Bahama Blue DA255-3, Royal Fuchsia DA151-3, Baby Pink DAO31-3, Snow White DA01, Lilac Meadow DA367-3, Calypso Blue DA234-3, Royal Purple DA150-3)

[image: Image] Gloss Varnish DuraClear DecoArt Americana DS19

[image: Image] Pencil

[image: Image] Paintbrush

[image: Image] Tissue paper, parchment paper, or another traceable paper

Instructions:

You can find a small terra-cotta pot with a draining plate at any craft or garden store. You can choose the size you want—I found a small size because I want to display this candy machine on my desk (so I can eat candy during working hours!). [image: Image]

Try to consider the sizes of both the terra-cottapot and the fishbowl—the base of the tank should not overlap the base of the pot too much.

[image: Image]

We will start by painting the pot and the plate. I have chosen colors that remind me of mermaids and the sea, like turquoise, lilac, purple, pink, and magenta. I will combine these colors to create a fun and harmonious contrast, so I decided to paint the pot purple and the plate turquoise. Paint the small wooden ball the same color as your pot. Let it dry and if necessary, apply a second coat of paint.

[image: Image]

Refer to the template on page 159 to choose which phrase you want on your candy machine. The words are mirrored, so when you trace them onto your pot, they will be read correctly!

You can choose between: “be a mermaid” or “mermaid kisses”—when you have decided which phrase you like the most, trace it in pencil lightly onto your tissue paper.

[image: Image]

To transfer the phrase to your pot, turn your (now dry) pot upside down, and place the tissue paper over the pot, so that the pencil marks are in contact with the pot. Add a few bits of masking tape to hold it in place.

Now go over the letters again in pencil so that the words appear lightly on the pot. Then carefully remove the paper and you are ready for the next step.

[image: Image]

It’s time to color! Use colors that contrast with your background color, so the letters will be easy to read and the result will be brighter.

Use a fine brush to trace the contours since it will allow you to be more precise. You can even outline your letters, if you dare!

If, by mistake, you paint outside the drawing lines, do not worry, let the paint dry and then correct by painting again with the background color.

[image: Image]

Then let this dry completely before moving on to the next step.

[image: Image]

Once your mermaid phrase is dried, apply 2 coats of varnish to protect the paint and give a very glamorous, bright touch. You must let the varnish dry between layers. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions to know the drying times.



OEBPS/Images/f0002-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0002-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f00vii-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0006-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0006-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0009-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/star1.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/Always-In-My-Heart.otf


OEBPS/Images/f0001-01.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/LHFEncoreInset.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/AvenirLTStd-Heavy.otf


OEBPS/Images/f000x-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0009-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0005-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0005-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0005-03.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
25 MAGICAL PROJECTS FOR DEEP SEA FUN

- _/ v

SABEL “URBINA GALLEGO

HOST OF-THE YOUTUBE SHOWS ISA’S WORLD & EL MUNDO DE ISA





OEBPS/Fonts/AvenirLTStd-Light.otf


OEBPS/Images/f0011-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0011-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/half.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0011-03.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/AvenirLTStd-Book.otf


OEBPS/Images/title.jpg
WERMAY,

25 MAGICAL PROJECTS FOR DEEP SEA FUN

T1sABEL URBINA GALLEGO

Racehorse Publishing





OEBPS/Images/f0008-01.jpg
- .- \boéfa/ ‘7‘;00’ o—
~ M@:RMND -

— »
= - . - =
- ——





OEBPS/Images/f0004-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0004-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0004-03.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0004-04.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f000i-01.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/AvenirLTStd-LightOblique.otf


OEBPS/Images/f0010-04.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0010-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0010-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0010-03.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0003-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0003-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/star.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0007-01.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/LHFEncoreRegular.otf


OEBPS/Images/f00ix-01.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/AvenirLTStd-Roman.otf


