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Introduction





  The Gallup Poll has become synonymous with accurate statistics on what people really think, how they live, and what they do. Founded in 1935 by statistician Dr. George Gallup, the Gallup Organization continues to provide the world with unbiased research on who we really are.




  From recent Gallup Polls, we can learn a great deal about the modern family. For example, a June 2007 Gallup Poll reported that Americans, on average, believe the ideal number of children for a family to have these days is 2.5. This includes 56 percent of Americans who think it is best to have a small family of one, two, or no children, and 34 percent who think it is ideal to have a larger family of three or more children; nine percent have no opinion. Another recent Gallup Poll found that when Americans were asked, “Do you think homosexual couples should or should not have the legal right to adopt a child,” 49 percent of Americans said they should, and 48 percent said they shouldn’t; 43 percent supported the legalization of gay marriage, while 57 percent did not. Yet another poll found that 34 percent of Americans feel a conflict between the demands of their professional life and their family life; 39 percent still believe that one parent should ideally stay home with the children while the other works.




  Keep in mind that Gallup Polls do not tell us what is right or wrong. They don’t report on what people should think—only on what they do think. And what is clear from Gallup Polls is that while the shape of families is changing in our modern world, the concept of family is still vital to our sense of who we are and how we interact with others. An indication of this is the 2008 Gallup poll that found that three out of four Americans reported that family values are important, while one in three said they are “extremely” important.




  And how do Americans define “family values”? According to the same poll, here’s what Americans say is their definition of a family: a strong unit where faith and morals, education and integrity play important roles within the structure of a committed relationship.




  The books in the series demonstrate that strong family units come in all shapes and sizes. Those differences, however, do not change the faith, integrity, and commitment of the families who tell their stories within these books.




  
1 What Is a Multiracial Family?





  

    Terms to Understand




    ethnic: characteristic of a group, especially one sharing a common culture, race, religion, etc.




    genetic: related to heredity and how characteristics and traits are passed down from parent to child.




    generates: creates, produces, brings into being.




    transracial: involving two or more races.




    prejudices: ideas or opinions—usually negative—formed without evidence or knowledge.




    discrimination: basing treatment of a person on ideas about a group that person belongs to, rather than on the person’s individual value.




    tolerance: a fair and objective attitude about different ideas and opinions or about those from different cultures, races, religions, etc.




    diversity: variety; often referring to groups made up of those with differing characteristics, such as races, religions, cultures, lifestyle practices, etc.




    stereotypes: oversimplified ideas or images held by large numbers of people.




    biases: opinions, prejudices, etc. that prevent a person from considering something objectively.


  




  Jason’s dad is a Baptist with dark brown hair and brown eyes, while his mom is a Catholic with blonde hair and blue eyes.




  Sarah’s mom was born in Russia, and her dad’s family came from England. They’re both Jewish.




  Scott’s father has dark brown skin, and his mother has pale pink skin. Both of them are Christians.




  Jennifer’s mother is Jewish, while her father is Hindu.




  Which of these people would you assume came from multiracial families?




  Defining Race




  If you said Scott and Jennifer, you’d be like most people who answer this question. The answer come from assumptions that are based on skin color and religion, two factors people often connect with racial differences.




  No one notices if a redhead and a blonde get married and have children—but people pay more attention when someone with very dark brown skin has children with someone who has pale skin. A century ago, it was much less common for Catholic communities to intermarry with Protestant; today, we think very little of that, since we do not perceive the two communities as being all that different—but if a Muslim and a Christian marry, we’re apt to call it a “multiracial marriage.”




  What we consider to be the differences between “races,” in most cases, are simply physical characteristics, especially skin color, combined with ethnic differences, especially religion. The concept of race is simply a way of sorting people into groups.




  In reality, however, from a scientific perspective, there is only one “human race.” There is no genetic basis (nothing in the races’ DNA, in other words) that sets one so-called race apart from another. Unlike many animals, human beings have not evolved into subspecies. (Despite our surface differences, we’re actually one of the most similar of all species on the Earth.)




  

    Race is a modern idea. Ancient societies did not divide people according to physical differences, but only according to religion, class, or language.


  




  Race is not a scientific reality, but it is still an idea that shapes our world. Race opens doors for some people—and closes them for others. It allows some groups of people advantages and opportunities that it denies to others. It generates laws and policies that make it easier for some people to be educated and get good jobs than for others.




  

    Sociologists believe that the concept or race was born out of slavery. White people used race to justify enslaving certain groups of people; if some people were not truly human—or if they were an inferior form of human being—then it was okay to treat them without dignity. Racial differences were then the justification for taking away Native Americans’ land, for excluding Asian immigrants, and for barring Mexican Americans from the same rights as other Americans.
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