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   Paul Kebabian




  Foreword




  For serious tool collectors one of the most important parts of their tool collections is the written material that they use to research and learn about the artifacts they collect. In a large sense, every collector who regularly consults the library is continuing the work of the original author by adding additional observations and perhaps differing points of view. Recording and communicating one’s observations to others through the written word can be the most important legacy any collector can hope to attain for their many years of study. The reprinted articles contained in this volume are only a portion of the numerous contributions to the field of early American tool studies made by Paul Kebabian.




  Paul began his tool collecting adventure in the late 1960s and has been able to assemble an enormous collection of American-made hand tools reaching from the beginning of the eighteenth to the dawn of the twentieth century. His travels in search of tools have led him throughout New England, and the tags attached to each and every tool that he has collected read like a who’s who of New England antique shops. While Paul was fortunate enough to get in on the “good old days” of collecting, when planes could still be purchased at auction for a couple of dollars for a bushel basket full, his diverse interest and keen eye have kept him looking for that “special tool.” His collection ranges from the rare and unusual to the commonplace, reflecting his quest for a full understanding of the field.




  By vocation Paul is a librarian, a fact that he never fails to take advantage of. He worked at the New York Public Library, University of Baghdad, and the University of Florida, and finished his career as a librarian as the Director of Library Services at the University of Vermont. Over the years, he has spent countless hours chasing down patent records and locating supporting historical information. As a founding member of ACTIVE (Antique Crafts and Tools in Vermont) in the early 1970s, Paul served as the editor of both the newsletter and Scrapbook, using much of the material he had researched to fill the pages of the group’s publications. His ability as a wordsmith has allowed him to communicate his discoveries to other collectors in concise, clearly written articles that are a pleasure to read. The author of several important books on American tools, Paul is a longtime Early American Industries Association member—and its president from 1973-1976—and a contributor to The Chronicle.




  Throughout his career collecting tools, researching them, and then writing about them with clarity and insight, Paul has clearly demonstrated how to share important collections and the collector’s personal observations about them. While some of his articles that appeared in the ACTIVE newsletter and Scrapbook were later reprinted in The Chronicle, most of them were not and are unknown to many of us. It seemed only fitting that this year, when the EAIA is holding its annual meeting in Vermont, that we honor Paul by publishing this selection of his writings to share with a wider audience.




 Ted Ingraham, May 2003







 

  
Some Eagle Square Special Orders, 1870–1875 & the Bridge Builder’s Square





  A voluminous record of the Eagle Square Company, covering over seventy years of the firm’s business activity (1859–1874 as the Eagle Square Co.; 1874–1916 as the Eagle Square Manufacturing Co.; and 1916–1932 as a unit of the Stanley Rule and Level Co. of New Britain, Connecticut) forms a part of the manuscript collections in the Special Collections Department of the University of Vermont’s Bailey/Howe Library.




  Included in the material are inventories, cash books, journals, books of check stubs, bank books, ledgers, payroll books, forty-nine cartons containing letters and copies of correspondence, and files of purchase orders for accounts payable and receivable. The correspondence files cover chiefly the period 1903–1932. Twenty-seven “letter books” of outgoing correspondence (1864–1903) and five “books” of originals of incoming letters (1869–1878) form another part of the records.




  The many copy books of outgoing correspondence are unfortunately largely illegible. They consist of bound volumes of a light, translucent paper with the impressed copies of letters. An outgoing letter, hand written in ink, was inserted under one of the dampened, blank tissue pages and the book put in a copy press (similar to, and often mistaken for a bookbinder’s press and of the type of copy press planemaker Leonard Bailey was manufacturing in this era). The pressure of the copy press transferred some of the ink from the original letter to the tissue, normally sufficient to provide a legible duplicate. But moisture, blurring, and deterioration of the inked impressions over the past eighty to one hundred twenty years has made most of these letter copies unreadable.




  The letter books of incoming correspondence consist of blank “books” with paper stubs at the spine on which the original letters were tipped in with glue. The information which follows is for the most part based on selected information from letters in two of the books covering 1870–1875. These deal principally with incoming special orders—rather than the large consignment orders which made up the bulk of the firm’s production of squares.




  Some general comments are worth noting: the handwriting of most letters is very legible; almost all the letters are on what are now described as half-sheets (approximately four inches by eight inches)—brevity in letter writing was the watchword, and Mr. Mattison of Eagle Square several times made pencilled notes concerning responses to the orders, where he had to ask for more complete specifications; and mail service was rapid—a letter, reply, and follow-up letter between South Shaftsbury and Albany, New York, for example, often took but three successive days because train service was so frequent.




  [image: The Eagle Square line if squares in Hart, Bliven & Mead’s 1873 Catalogue—the bridge builder’s square is listed at $180 per dozen.]


  The Eagle Square line if squares in Hart, Bliven & Mead’s 1873 Catalogue—the bridge builder’s square is listed at $180 per dozen.




  Eagle Square in the 1860s had adopted the principle of diversification. In addition to iron and steel carpenters’ squares and steel rules, the company made a variety of special purpose and special order squares. It made graduated steel beams for scale manufacturers, ran a lumber business, and was a manufacturer of bedsteads and cottage furniture. Its woodworking shops made upright and angle styles of boring machines, and quantities of tool handles.
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  Robinson’s Ruling Device




  William P. Kellog & Co., manufacturers of curry combs and hardware specialties, placed orders for “Polly Wog,” “Dutch,” and “English” style curry comb handles in quantities of twenty-five and fifty thousand at a time. The Troy Malleable Iron Works, manufacturers of Coes’ pattern screw wrenches and Taft-style wrenches, ordered fifteen thousand wrench handles in various styles in August of 1847, twenty-five thousand on October 23rd of the same year, eight thousand more on the following day, and in January 1875, ten thousand extra heavy Coes’s handles to be shipped at a rate of two thousand per week.




  The Eagle Square firm was also early in the business of “proprietary brands” and the manufacture of squares for export. Lane, Gale & Co., of Troy, New York, hardware wholesalers and manufacturers—and one of Eagle’s quantity consignees for steel squares—placed orders to South Shaftsbury for square shipments to Russell and Erwin’s New York warehouse, and for 140 dozen no. 1, 2, and 4 iron squares to Peck, Stow & Wilcox of Southington, Connecticut. There are small orders for squares to be marked in both English and Spanish measure, for the foreign trade.




  Levi G. Kingsley of Rutland, Vermont, on 30 July 1871, special ordered forty-eight-by thirty-six-inch squares, graduated in eighths, wanted for a slate mill. Page, Harding & Co., of Berkshire, Massachusetts, plate glass importers, in November of 1872 ordered four squares with a four-foot body, two inches wide, and two-foot tongue, one-and-one half inches wide “for glass cutting tables.”




  One of the steel squares made in limited quantities, and now scarce, was the “bridge builders’” square—on one or two occasions otherwise identified in the correspondence as a “millwright’s” square.




  The bridge builder’s square is described in several 1870–1872 order letters as a square having a three-inch wide body with a twenty-inch long slot, one-inch wide, the tongue two inches in width, and “body and tongue usual length.” One 1870 letter on the subject of this tool makes the following reference: “Hart Manufacturing Co.’s No. 15 is for Bridge Builder’s use.” The Hart, Bliven & Mead Manufacturing Co. Catalogue and Price List of 1873 (which displays principally the products of other manufacturers) list a line of “Steel and Iron Squares” on page 3. Though not stated, the entire list is of Eagle Square manufacture—the stock numbers correspond to those of Eagle—and here the “Bridge” is clearly described as having a “1 inch slot in centre.” The reprint edition of Russell and Erwin’s Illustrated Catalogue of American Hardware, originally published in 1865, includes at page 174 a similar list of squares, but it lacks the No. 15. This suggests that the bridge builder’s model was introduced between 1865 and 1873. Both the Hart and the Russell and Erwin lists start with the No. 100, Eagle Square Company’s top of the line carpenter’s square.




  The Eagle Square letter file records confirm that the bridge builder’s square was of extra width and fabricated with a long slot on the body. A very different tool has been erroneously called a bridge builder’s square in recent years. This latter square is also scarce. The patent claim states that it consists of a square having an extra tongue, to produce two permanent right angles; it is thus U-shaped, and it includes a thumb­screw-attached, end-slotted adjustable cross bar. It was patented by E. H. Robinson, Janesville, Wisconsin, 3 January 1870, and was made by Eagle Square in No. 1 and No. 2 styles with different graduations—but it is not a bridge builder’s square. Unfortunately, the patent specifications for this U-shaped device describe its construction but fail to identify its function, other than to call it a “Ruling-Device.” Hopefully, further investigation of the Eagle Square records will eventually bring to light more information on this tool.
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