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    In memory of Jamie, Finn and Steepleroad Star,

    who now run with Orion across the northern winter skies.

    When all the world is young, lad,

    And all the trees are green

    And every goose a swan, lad.

    And every lass a queen;

    Then hey for boot and horse, lad,

    And round the world away;

    Young blood must have its course, lad,

    And every dog his day.

    Charles Kingsley

  


  Chapter One

  Companion of Man

  Aubry of Montdidier was murdered in 1371, in the forest of Bondy. His dog, Dragon, showed a most unusual hatred to a man named Richard of Macaire, always snarling and ready to fly at his throat whenever he appeared. Suspicion was excited, and Richard of Macaire was condemned to a judicial combat with the dog. He was killed, and in his dying moments confessed the crime. A picture of the combat was for many years preserved in the castle of Montargis.

  Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase & Fable

  Dogs and man became companions a long time ago, and the dog adopted as a power animal represents speed, agility, courage, protection, justice, nobility and loyalty.

  Cave drawings from the Palaeolithic era include hunting scenes in which the crude form of a canine appears alongside the huntsmen – one of these drawings is estimated to be 50,000 years old – although the Encyclopaedia Britannica raises the question of whether the figures pictured can rightfully be called dogs. From bones discovered in caves, burial grounds and lake dwellings, however, it can be proven that dogs have co-existed with man since the New Stone Age, because bones found among rubbish accumulated around human dwellings have the marks on them that a dog will leave when it is left in peace to worry them.

  And the ‘power of the dog’ does not diminish with size or modern selective breeding. Research by the Swedish Royal Institute of Technology, has revealed that all modern dogs – from the tiniest Chihuahua to the biggest St Bernard – originate from a small number of female wolves living in East Asia at least 15,000 years ago. Scientists made the discovery after analysing DNA of 500 different breeds from all over the world, and concluded that domesticated dogs first entered Europe and the New World from Asia between 12,000 and 14,000 years ago.

  This evidence is supported by other research from the Canine Studies Institute in Ohio, which groups every dog on the planet into 10 fundamental types, according to preliminary findings set to establish the ultimate canine family tree. Modern dogs, scientists agree, probably descended from grey wolves – half a dozen or so – that began to beg scraps and bones from humans in East Asia 15,000 years ago. This new classification, grouped according to the tasks they adapted to perform, produces ten groups of dogs, rather than the six or seven commonly recognised.

  “For the first time we’ve identified progenitor breeds for each type of dog,” explained Dr Deborah Lynch of the Canine Studies Institute. Different types of dog existed in at least 6000 BC and, although genetic studies have yet to establish firm dates, she believes the oldest group to be the Sight Hounds , established from such progenitors as the greyhound, to spot game at great distances in the desert. She added: “Pottery fragments dating from Mesopotamia 8,000 years ago depict greyhounds hunting gazelle. The ancient Egyptians used them for hunting. As their culture evolved from hunting to agriculture they became pets.”

  The nine other groups are:

  
    	
Scent hounds , such as the bloodhound, which evolved from sight hounds to hunt.

    	
Working and guard dogs , originating from the mastiff, which has been traced to Tibet during the Stone Age.

    	
Toy and companion dogs , progenitors are the Maltese, depicted on Egyptian tombs.

    	
Northern breeds , such as the Norwegian elkhound, adapted to colder climates.

    	
Flushing spaniels , such as the Welsh springer spaniel originating from those used by tribes in Roman Britain.

    	
Water spaniel/retriever , descended from the Irish water spaniel and Newfoundland.

    	
Pointers. One of the ancient sporting breeds.

    	
Terriers . The Highland terrier is thought to be the ancestor of the Scottish terrier and Cairn.

    	
Herding . Progenitors include Cardigan Welsh corgis, brought to Wales by the Celts.

  

  DNA research has also led to the deciphering of the genetic code of the dog, which makes the choice of the dog ideal as a ‘power animal’, in view of the study carried out by the Institute for Genomic Research and the Centre for the Advancement of Genomics. The study has identified 974,000 common variations in the dog’s genetic code, which will be crucial for understanding the origins of dogs, the differences between the 400 or so breeds, understanding the genes that contribute to canine disease, and shedding light on human diseases, too.

  An article in the Science Journal reveals that many of the 360 inherited dog diseases have human counterparts, and that the genetic code of the dog is spelt out by about 2,500 million ‘letters’, compared with the 3,000 million that describes their owners. “Dogs and humans share 650 million ‘letters’ and scientists have found an equivalent dog gene for three quarters of known human genes,” explained Dr Venture . “The fact that they are so similar, despite millions of years of evolution along separate tracks, suggests that they are important.”

  This fact should not be overlooked by magical practitioners when searching for a compatible power animal.

  Various claims are made for the earliest domestic dogs, including 7500 BC at Star Carr in the British Isles, but as we have seen, the oldest records on Chaldean and Egyptian monuments tell that several distinct types had been developed some 4,000 to 5,000 years ago. Slender dogs of the greyhound type ( c.f leineri) , and a short-legged breed of a corgi/terrier type ( c.f intermedius) are depicted in Egypt; while mastiff-like hounds ( c.f inostranzewi ) were known as early as 3000BC. These images show that the hunting dog played an important part in the daily life of the ancient Egyptian, whether he was a farmer, noble or king; while Her-Neith, a queen of early dynastic Egypt, was interred with a dog buried at the entrance gate to her tomb at Saqqara.

  A fifth dynasty inscription in the great cemetery, west of the pyramid of Khufu at Giza, records the burial of a pet dog named Abuwtiyuw. The interment was carried out with all the pomp and ceremony of a noble by decree of Pharaoh himself:

  The dog which was the guard of his Majesty, Abuwtiyuw is his name. His Majesty ordered that he be buried ceremonially, that he be given a coffin from the royal treasury, fine linen in great quantity, and incense. His Majesty gave perfumed ointment and ordered that a tomb be built for him by the masons. His Majesty did this for him in order that the dog might be honoured before the Great God.

  In this way, Pharaoh ensured that his favourite hound, similar in size and characteristics as the modern greyhound, would enter the dwat or Otherworld and be waiting for him when he himself crossed over into the Afterlife.

  Dogs were kept by the Greeks for hunting, to guard houses and herds, as companions and housedogs. Their regard for dogs is attested as early as the time of Homer by the touching incident of Argos, the dog belonging to Odysseus, who recognises him after 20 years’ absence; and Icarius’s dog, Maera, whose grief on his master ’s death caused him to be placed in the heavens as the star Procyon. There was also the dog of Xanthippus (father of Pericles) who swam by his master ’s galley to Salamis, when the Athenians were forced to abandon their city, and was buried by his master on a promontory known as Cynossema (Dog’s Grave). Alexander is said to have founded a city called Peritas in memory of a favourite dog of that name. Greek anthologies contain several touching epitaphs on dogs, showing the affection with which they were often regarded. One is attributed to Simonides on a Thessalian hound, beginning: “ Surely even as thou liest dead in this tomb I deem the wild beasts yet fear thy white bones, huntress Lycas ”. Greyhounds featured on Sicilian coins, and sacred dogs were kept in the sanctuary of Asclepius at Epidaurus, which were supposed to heal patients by licking them; and Asclepius was sometimes represented attended by a dog.

  The Romans valued the dog less as a companion than a protector. The figure of a dog clothed in dog skin stood between the images of the Lares Praestites of the State. Although Pliny refers to a small while ‘Melitaean’ terrier or lap-dog and his Natural History has many anecdotes of the fidelity of the dog as companion and protector; including the story of Montargis, who brought to justice the murderer of its master. Ovid in Metamorphoses gives appropriate names to 37 hounds of Actaeon; while in the British Museum there is a tombstone of a Roman hunting dog called Margerita, which was much loved by its owners. Following the invasion of Britain by the Romans, the fame of British dogs spread and many were exported to Rome; the Irish wolfhound was used in the Circus against wild beasts.

  Dr Peter Savolainen, however, publishing his findings in Science , claims that the research challenges the long-held assumptions that dogs were first domesticated in the Middle East. “The fact that dogs come in all shapes and sizes is due to the medieval European interest in dog breeding.” He added: “The few dogs that still look almost like their ancestors include the Mexican hairless dog, the Australian dingo and the greyhound.”

  There is also a widely held theory that some types of dog developed because of circumstances, while the evolution of others was arrested, and yet others evolved in quite a different direction in their struggle for life … and even zoologists experience some difficulty in classifying those that still live in the wild state. With the exception of foxes, however, wild dogs from all over the world have many common characteristics. “They belong to the dog family not only by reason of their dentition, size, habits and inter-fertility, but also because it is possible to tame them.” In The Life, History & Magic of the Dog , Fernand Mery speculates that:

  It can be taken as certain that prehistoric man knew these dogs, which came of their own accord to prowl in packs around his caves or huts, living off his leftovers and doing a little pilfering, but never attacking him. On the other hand, only rarely do we find cave drawings of the dog, while there are numerous representations of deer, bison and horses. Should we conclude from this that in the first ages the dog was unknown? No, it is more likely that the dog had no place in the motivation (doubtless magical) of the painters of the rock drawings … Nor did they feel any need to protect themselves by magic from this friendly parasite, or any need to waste their talents drawing and carving its image when there were so many other creatures which they wished to kill or to honour in some fashion in their art.

  The dog’s habit of attaching himself to early man and the animal’s ability to look after his owner ’s interests is probably why the dog has been held in high esteem and even worshipped in many ancient cultures. On the other hand, in more recent times the dog has, more often than not, been seen as a harbinger of evil, death, disease and bad luck by the monotheist religious doctrines.

  Like the horse, the dog has followed close behind the progress of man as his social development moved forward. The greyhound’s purpose has changed little but Dr Savolainen’s research doesn’t explain where the other ancient strain – the mastiff – entered the equation. These extremely large and athletic breeds have been found on bas-reliefs in the palace of Nineveh; while research shows that the dogs of ancient Greece and Rome consisted of two main types: ‘Laconian’ (swift, running dogs) and ‘Mollosers’ (mastiffs).

  Varo, writing in De Re Rustica (237 BC), recognised the difference between hunting dogs for chasing game through the forest and a ‘watch dog’ that was indispensable to the keepers of livestock. Laconian were used for hunting small game. Mollosers were kept for protecting livestock, property and people; and for hunting wild boar, large deer, bulls and bears. Caesar described fierce mastiffs fighting alongside their northern masters against the Roman legions as far back as 55BC, and many of these dogs were also shipped back to Rome for use in the arena. Oppian wrote about them (212 AD): “Impetuous, and of steadfast valour, who attack even bearded bulls, and rush upon monstrous boars and destroy them. They are not swift, but they have abundant spirit, and genuine strength, unspeakable and dauntless courage.”
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