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KEVIN DURANT: THE BASICS

BIRTHDAY: September 29, 1988

HOMETOWN: Washington, DC (But he grew up in Prince George’s County, Maryland, a town just east of Washington, DC.)

PRIMARY POSITION: Durant plays small forward, and he’s one of the best in National Basketball Association (NBA) history at that position. Small forward is perhaps the most versatile position on the basketball court, and the small forward is often the best athlete on the team. Because of his height, coaches sometimes thought of Durant as more of a center or a power forward, since the tallest players usually play those positions. But Durant always preferred to play small forward so that he could do more things, like shoot jumpers farther away from the basket.

CURRENT TEAM: Brooklyn Nets (NBA)

FORMER PROFESSIONAL TEAMS: Seattle SuperSonics (2007–08), Oklahoma City Thunder (2008–16), Golden State Warriors (2016–19)

COLLEGE: University of Texas (2006–07). Kevin decided after his first year of college that he was ready to become a professional basketball player, so he declared himself eligible for the 2007 NBA Draft.

SHORT LIST OF BASKETBALL ACHIEVEMENTS: High School: McDonald’s All American Game Co-MVP (2006). College: Consensus All-American (2007); Naismith Men’s College Player of the Year (2007). Professional: Two-time NBA champion (2017 and 2018); two-time NBA Finals MVP (2017 and 2018); NBA Most Valuable Player (2014); four-time NBA scoring champion (2010–12, 2014); nine-time NBA All-Star (2010–18).

US MEN’S NATIONAL TEAM: Gold medal winner and MVP, 2010 International Basketball Federation (known as “FIBA”) World Championship; two-time Olympic gold medal winner (London 2012; Rio de Janeiro, 2016); 2010 USA Basketball Male Athlete of the Year; 2016 USA Basketball Male Athlete of the Year (tied with Carmelo Anthony).

GETTING TO THE NBA: On June 28, 2007, Kevin Durant was selected by the Seattle SuperSonics in the NBA Draft. The Portland Trail Blazers had the first pick in the draft and chose Greg Oden from Ohio State University. Durant was the second overall pick.

NICKNAME: Ever since he became a star player in the NBA, Durant has been known simply as “KD.” In 2013 a new nickname for Durant started making the rounds. Because of his slender build and the fact that his presence on the court was usually bad news for opponents, fans and broadcasters started calling him “the Slim Reaper.” Durant was not a fan of being associated with the grim reaper, also known as the angel of death. When a fan asked him about it on Twitter in early 2014, Durant’s reply was, “I like KD better.”

HIS MANTRA: “Hard work beats talent when talent fails to work hard.” Durant learned this at a young age, and he’s never forgotten it. He is quick to correct people who think he was born with a God-given talent, and let them know that he never would have been such a good basketball player without putting in the hard work.

WHAT YOU REALLY NEED TO KNOW ABOUT HIM: Considering how skinny he is, it may come as a surprise to know that Durant eats a lot of candy. “I’m a big Now and Later guy. A Starburst guy,” he once confessed. His friends say he’s addicted to candy, but Durant doesn’t see it as being very unusual. “Doesn’t everyone love candy?”




CHAPTER 1 FIRST TITLE


    Fifty-five seconds—less than a minute. That’s how much time was left in Game 5 of the 2017 NBA Finals, and it was not enough time for the Cleveland Cavaliers to overtake the Golden State Warriors. There would be no miracle comeback this time. Not like the previous year, when Golden State had led Cleveland three games to one, only to see the Cavaliers win three straight games and capture the title.

This time Game 5 was out of reach for the Cavaliers, and it was clear that the Warriors were about to win their second NBA title in three seasons.

Fifty-five seconds, and it would all be over. But Kevin Durant couldn’t wait. Overcome with emotion, he went to the half-court line, bent down on one knee, and said to himself, “Is this really happening?”

That’s when teammate Andre Iguodala came over to remind Durant that the game wasn’t over yet. “Get up!” his teammate shouted. “Keep playing ’til the end!”

What is it that veteran players say about how to properly celebrate?

Act like you’ve been there before.

But Kevin Durant had not been there before. He hadn’t been playing for the Warriors when they’d won the title in 2015. Sure, he had enough individual honors to fill an arena: Rookie of the Year…regular-season MVP…all-star game MVP…eight-time all-star…four-time NBA scoring champion…Olympic gold medalist.

But Kevin Durant had never been an NBA champion…until those final fifty-five seconds had ticked off the clock at the Oracle Arena in Oakland, California, wrapping up one of the most amazing and dominant playoff runs in NBA history. Before facing Cleveland in the finals, Golden State had swept through the playoffs without losing a single game.

The Warriors had opened the postseason with a first-round matchup against the Portland Trail Blazers. Four-game sweep. Then came the Utah Jazz. Four-game sweep. Surely things would get a little tougher when they faced the mighty San Antonio Spurs in the Western Conference Finals. Maybe, but the result was the same: four-game sweep.

Durant found himself in the NBA Finals for the second time in his career. Five years earlier, in 2012, he’d helped the Oklahoma City Thunder reach the finals, only to lose in five games to the Miami Heat. That series marked the first NBA championship for another superstar—LeBron James. It set off a chain of events that will forever link James and Durant.

That 2012 title was the first of three NBA championships for James. He won again with the Heat in 2013. The Heat was back in the finals a year later, but they lost to the Spurs. Before the 2014–15 season, James was a free agent. He shocked the NBA universe by returning to the Cleveland Cavaliers, the team he’d played with for his first seven years in the league. He led the Cavaliers to the NBA Finals that season, only to lose to the Warriors. But when the Cavaliers and Warriors met again in the NBA Finals in 2016, James would not be denied.

And that’s where Durant comes in. The 2015–16 Golden State Warriors finished the regular season with a record of 73–9, the best single-season record for any team in NBA history. With a roster that included all-stars such as Stephen Curry, Klay Thompson, and Draymond Green, the Warriors were almost unbeatable. And yet the Cavaliers pulled off the upset, coming back from a 3–1 deficit to take the title in seven games and bring an NBA championship to the city of Cleveland for the first time ever.

After the Warriors lost in the finals, most NBA experts predicted that the team would be a force in the 2016–17 season and have a good chance to get to their third straight NBA Finals with the existing lineup, which had just won seventy-three regular-season games.

But the Warriors were not content to cruise into the next season without improving their lineup. And they did so with a bang.

Durant was the most coveted free agent following the 2015–16 season. He and Russell Westbrook were the foundation of an Oklahoma City Thunder team that had been to the NBA Finals in 2012 and had been up three games to one against the Warriors in the 2016 Western Conference Finals, only to see the Warriors come back and win. Many fans hoped Durant would re-sign with the Thunder.

On July 4, 2016, Durant wrote a story for the Players’ Tribune website, announcing his decision:

“The primary mandate I had for myself in making this decision was to have it based on the potential for my growth as a player—as that has always steered me in the right direction,” Durant wrote. “But I am also at a point in my life where it is of equal importance to find an opportunity that encourages my evolution as a man: moving out of my comfort zone to a new city and community which offers the greatest potential for my contribution and personal growth. With this in mind, I have decided that I am going to join the Golden State Warriors.”

Durant’s decision was met with much criticism. Why would he sign with a team that was already loaded with talent and didn’t really need another superstar?

Durant spent a lot of time talking about that subject, since he was asked about it almost everywhere he went during the 2016–17 season. But when those final seconds ran down in Game 5 of the NBA Finals, Durant got the only answer he needed.

For the first time in his career, he was an NBA champion. Not only that—Durant was named the NBA Finals MVP.

Durant continued to hear from his detractors that he had taken the easy way out by joining the Warriors. Many of the things people were saying about him were pretty hurtful. But Durant had the ability to drown out what he called “the noise.”

He had been through much worse in his life. It wasn’t as if he’d been able to do whatever he wanted when he was a kid. The young Kevin Durant had worked tirelessly and had earned all the achievements and accolades that would come.






CHAPTER 2 PG COUNTY


It’s easy to see all that Kevin Durant has now and be a little jealous.

Money? He gets paid millions of dollars to play basketball for a living, and companies pay him to be their pitchman. Heck, he’s got his own sneaker line.

Fame? He’s got his own YouTube channel, with nearly seven hundred thousand subscribers. On Twitter he’s got more than seventeen million followers.

Okay, but don’t think that Kevin Durant has always had a charmed life. Before the fame and before the money, he was a skinny kid growing up in a place where just staying out of trouble was considered a success. His early years were spent in a broken family that was often struggling to make ends meet. While his height has been a great advantage in his career, it was something he was self-conscious about as a kid. And just as he was becoming a nationally recognized high school star, he was faced with the tragic death of someone very close to him.

Nothing came easily to Durant, but it is the challenges of his youth and the lessons learned that have helped him maintain an uncanny work ethic. It is that work ethic that has gotten Durant where he is today.

Kevin Durant was born in Washington, DC, but he grew up in Prince George’s County, Maryland, a suburb just east of Washington. PG County, as it’s called by the locals, is one of the biggest counties in the state of Maryland…and it’s also one of the most dangerous. Throughout Durant’s childhood, PG County statistically had the highest crime rate in the state.

Making matters worse, he grew up in a tough neighborhood without a father.

Durant was born three years after his older brother, Tony. Kevin would later have another brother, Rayvonne, and a sister, Briana. However, something he did not have as a young boy was a father. His dad, Wayne Pratt, left the family before Durant’s first birthday. Wayne lived and worked in the area. He would see his boys now and then, and he provided child support to Wanda, Kevin’s mother. But he wasn’t a steady presence in Kevin’s early years.

That left Wanda Durant with the burden of being a single parent. She got plenty of help from her mother—Kevin’s grandmother—Barbara Davis, but it was Wanda who was the rock of the family. She worked tirelessly to provide for her children. Wanda worked the night shift at the post office while Barbara took care of the kids. She wanted to provide a better life for her children, and she knew that a strong work ethic was what they needed. Wanda led by example, and made sure that Kevin and his brother Tony both grew up understanding that hard work could pay off.

But nothing came easily. The family—Kevin, his mother, and his brother—moved often, struggling to find an apartment or small house with a rent they could afford. Despite all the moving, Durant said he felt like he was in a box that he couldn’t escape.
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