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INTRODUCTION

Making the Case for Extraterrestrial Intervention

We shall postulate that on some distant planet, some four billion or so years ago, there had evolved a form of higher creature who, like ourselves, had discovered science and technology, developing them far beyond anything we have accomplished.

SIR FRANCIS CRICK,

LIFE ITSELF: ITS ORIGIN AND NATURE

Future shock now seems like a permanent feature of postindustrial civilization. The everyday world of modern society has already trumped the tales of the most imaginative science fiction writers of our age: We penetrated the mysteries of the atom a generation ago, and at this time our space probe on Mars is collecting information, the latest of which reveals evidence suggesting the presence of water and some kind of life on the red planet in its distant past.

We are in the midst of an information explosion. Scientists estimate that the human knowledge base is doubling every five years—an expansion rate impossible to keep up with for most of us, including specialists in every discipline who work full time just to stay abreast of developments within their fields. Science and technology are supposed to explain how the universe works, to help to make life a little easier, and to solve problems. But in the past 50 years we have learned the painful lesson that they can also generate problems.



While this book was being written, three amazing stories grabbed headlines: In December 2002 a company called Clonaid announced that the first human clone had been born—a 7-pound baby named Eve. Clonaid is an offshoot of a religious sect founded in France 30 years ago by a French journalist who now calls himself Rael. The Raelian movement reports having some 40,000 members worldwide, and one of its main goals is to clone human beings and eventually achieve immortality through this process. While the truth of Clonaid’s claim has not been proved by means of DNA testing, scientists agree that such cloning will be a part of our future. The technology and methods have already been used to produce clones of a number of animal species.

Also in 2002, the Public Consortium, a nonprofit research group, announced that it had finished the first draft of the human genome—it had mapped the human genetic code. This may seem like an altogether novel breakthrough, but in fact it is a logical step in a historical progression. We have been altering the gene pools of plants and animals for thousands of years: A canine subspecies that did not exist before has been created by a method as yet unidentified. Similarly, we have caused some species to become endangered and others to go the way of extinction. In short, we have been “playing God” for a long time. The fact that we do not recognize this is due to acceptance, over time, of our practices of selective breeding and re-engineering of the natural environment. What is to stop us from experimenting with human cloning? While there is considerable resistance to the idea of human cloning today, resistance is a common reaction to scientific breakthroughs. In all probability this response will melt away in a generation and cloning will become commonplace.

A third story occurred in 2001 and was reported from London by Reuters under the headline “Scientists Build Tiny Computer From DNA”: “Following Mother Nature’s lead, Israeli scientists have built a DNA computer so tiny that a trillion of them could fit in a test tube and perform a billion operations per second with 99.8 percent accuracy.”1



What exactly is this machine and how does it work? Professor Ehud Shapiro of the Weizmann Institute explained matter-of-factly to the reporter, who was probably as mystified as the average reader of the article, “We have built a nanoscale computer made of bio-molecules. . . . When a trillion computers run together they are capable of performing a billion operations.”

You may say that these three stories do not seem shocking or incredible. Maybe we do not have the capacity to be shocked anymore; maybe nothing is incredible in this age of continuous scientific breakthroughs and technological revolutions. We seem to be caught in an ever-accelerating spiral of such mind-numbing announcements and advances, and new ones are perpetually leapfrogging those that were introduced yesterday or last week or last month.

Yet while we rush headlong into an uncertain future that is growing more complex every day, we seem to have forgotten our past. But how can we really come to know the universe—appreciating, for instance, that life once existed on Mars—without first knowing the truth about our own origins and history? At the core of our psyches significant facts confront us: We do not know how we got here; we do not know how human life was created. Our ancestors lived our history but we have lost the threads to complete the tapestry of their legacy.

We are puzzled and awestruck by the wonderful and mysterious achievements that the very earliest civilizations left behind in the sands of Egypt and Mesopotamia, in the high mountains of Peru and the jungles of Mexico, in the Indus River Valley and on the plains of central China. At a time when the majority of Earth’s human population was still living very primitively in small tribal units with relative equality and a reasonably fair distribution of wealth, power, and resources, advanced civilizations with a very different way of life sprang up suddenly at these six distinct points on the globe. (See fig. 1, page 5).

Beginning in 8000 B.C.E., followed by a major developmental thrust between 3500 B.C.E. and 1500 B.C.E., there was a sudden explosion of innovation in these distinct areas of the planet. These  first civilizations shared an amazing number of similarities that were completely unlike anything human beings had yet exhibited: All of them built monumental structures—especially pyramids—constructed urban centers, and replaced hunting and gathering with agriculture. They each invented new tools, used the strengths and efficiency of an organized workforce and specialization within that force, and created the sophisticated aesthetic and intellectual features that define civilized society. And four of them originated key agricultural crops that we still rely on today—corn, potatoes, rice, and wheat.

These similarities lead to many questions: How and why did these six human civilizations originate—and why do they share so many characteristics? Why, for instance, do we find pyramids in Sumer, Egypt, Mexico, and China? How did both the Sumerians and the Maya acquire advanced astronomical and mathematical knowledge? Why did these societies abandon the hunter-gatherer way of life, which had been successful for hundreds of thousands of years, in favor of dependence on agriculture?

A further, defining characteristic of our ancestral civilizations, often noted but never really explained, is a social organization entirely different from that of the previous millions of years of human evolution: The existing simple egalitarian system became a complex pyramidal system with a divine king at its apex. Why was the appearance of our earliest civilizations accompanied by this radical social transformation? What caused such an extreme shift?

Our scientists have unlocked the human genetic code, but we have yet to find the key to solving the riddles in the great and beautiful cities whose ruins haunt us today. We have yet to understand the legends these ancient cultures share, or why they are shared by peoples so distant from each other geographically—the stories of a great deluge, of the origins of agriculture, of giants that once roamed the earth, and of a race with superhuman powers that created and taught people how to be human. The creation myths from these six points in the world—all quite distant from each other—are in fact remarkably similar. In each, gods—seemingly humans, though far superior to humans in knowledge and power—descended from the heavens to create human beings as we now exist, to give humanity the gifts of civilization, and to leave behind a theocracy based on the idea that the king has descended from the gods or has been appointed by them.
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	Fig. 1. Sites of the world’s six primary civilizations: Mexico, Peru, Egypt, Sumer, the Indus Valley, and China





It seems unlikely that the astonishing number of similarities in these myths is the result of mere coincidence, which leads us to a larger question: Could it be that those stories that we have long considered myths are in reality factual accounts? The evidence seems to support this premise.

This book focuses on collecting evidence to prove the theory that Earth was visited by an extraterrestrial race of human beings who intervened in biological processes, a race that bioengineered modern humans in their image. I call this the theory of intelligent extraterrestrial intervention. Once this creation was accomplished, this Genesis race—or gods, as they are referred to in the myths of these ancient civilizations—taught humans the arts and skills of agriculture and civilized life, including those required to build the colossal monuments whose remnants are visible today.

These stone monuments that have stood like silent sentinels for millennia are in fact important records supporting this theory. It has been determined that the blocks of stone that make up these monoliths weigh between 20 and 400 tons each; they are so heavy that they could be moved today only by the most modern equipment and machinery. How, then, were they moved thousands of years ago? As chapter 7 will make clear, the construction of the massive pyramids in Egypt, for instance, could not have been achieved using the primitive methods archaeologists and anthropologists claim the builders employed. In fact, no one can adequately explain how the Great Pyramid was built or how the megalithic stones of Tiahuanaco were transported. Nor do we know who originated the idea to build pyramids and ziggurats or how it was decided to make these structures geodesic markers by aligning them to true north.



Perhaps the greatest question is why it is that we don’t know the answers to all these questions. Why have we forgotten our own past? Rather than having forgotten, maybe up to now we have not had the knowledge and understanding that would allow us to see the answers that have been with us all along.

The theory of intelligent extraterrestrial intervention explored in these pages is predicated on the following points related to the six initial civilizations on our planet, each of which is supported by existing evidence:


	These civilizations appeared suddenly, without precedent, which, the theory contends, was due to the external stimulus of an advanced race.
 	These civilizations departed completely from humanity’s primitive past by exhibiting, without precedent, corporate architecture, metallurgy, agriculture, and other manifestations of accelerated technical advancement. Further, over a long period of time some of these developments eventually spread from the six specific geographic locations that were first to exhibit them.
 	 Four of these six primary civilizations were first to develop and grow some of the agricultural crops that have since become staples of the world’s people—crops including wheat, potatoes, corn, and rice.
 	The rest of the world lagged far behind these six cultural centers in all the technical, corporate, legal, bureaucratic, and organizational features that comprise civilization, which explains why we have not found in other parts of the world the remains of pyramids or ziggurats or sophisticated irrigation systems dated to the same time period as those found in these first areas. Nor were cities, large-scale agriculture, process metallurgy, wheeled vehicles, advanced systems of math and astronomy, civil engineering, or writing in evidence anywhere else at the time they were flowering in the six centers.
 	Among these six locations there is a convergence of literary and oral traditions relating to creation legends and to how these peoples acquired the arts and sciences.

	There are a large number of especially provocative enigmas and anomalies associated with these ancient civilizations.

	Human civilization is much older than we have estimated—beginning perhaps 10,000 to 20,000 years ago.







As this book will show, the theory of intelligent extraterrestrial intervention is strongly indicated by evidence in all these areas. While some excellent, groundbreaking books have delved into some of the topics contained in this work, here we will cover new ground from a scientific perspective, synthesizing disparate observations, data, and other findings into a coherent paradigm. Here we will ask questions, look at hard research, explore information and evidence that have not appeared in other related works, and make connections based on uncompromising logic and common sense.

When I began investigating the subject matter that led to this book, I did so with no preconceived conclusion in mind. The results of my search that I share here surprised me—and they are conclusive. Our past is littered with mysterious anomalies that do not fit our fixed ideas and accepted theories of how human history evolved. This alone suggests that perhaps it may have come about differently from how we have imagined.

Nevertheless, scientists try to explain away these enigmas. Or they silently ignore the fact that something must have intervened in our history to lift us up to the level of awareness and ability that would allow us to create civilizations. That this intervening “something” was extraterrestrial is, as we shall see, a logical conclusion, for the Book of Genesis states: “Let Us create man in Our image.” While this interpretation of our ancient texts may have seemed farfetched a generation ago, does it seem so fantastic today?

Questions about our origins and about the anomalies in and similarities among ancient cultures have piqued human curiosity for  ages, but only a fraction of these questions have been satisfactorily answered. Perhaps some answers have waited until we arrived at the level of sophistication in biotechnology, computerization, and knowledge of space and the universe that we have today. The knowledge we have acquired in these areas may enable us to take a fresh look at the evidence contained in the total record. As the three recent stories at the start of this introduction indicate, we actually possess or have within reach extremely advanced computer capabilities, the ability to genetically engineer organisms, and a new understanding of our own genetic code. Perhaps we finally stand at a technical level that can enable us to decode the myths and artifacts of the past to learn the story of our origins.

In the end, our history must make sense. Unraveling the mysteries of our origins will allow us to understand the past without prejudice or fear—and this can be accomplished by starting with what exists, with the facts, regardless of how awesome or strange or unlikely they may be.

Before we go further, it is important to address the term civilization, a controversial and subjective one whose meaning can depend entirely upon its context—who is using it and how it is being used. Throughout this text I use the term to indicate a particular model of a society that is technologically advanced and that shows evidence of the kind of structural and engineering projects commensurate with such advancement; that is both socially stratified and differentiated according to skill and employment; and that has in place codified laws and hierarchical government.

We have before us a tremendous quest that must begin with an open mind. Do we have the collective will to find what we seek? We will begin with Darwin’s theory of evolution and the biblical account of Genesis—and then rethink everything from a revolutionary new perspective.




ONE

Reconstructing Our Ancient Past

NEW DISCOVERIES

Some believe that the Age of Discovery is over. But the Earth is vast and full of unsolved mysteries. Human history itself remains an enigma, a complicated puzzle with missing pieces that have yet to be found and placed. Some of them lie at the bottom of the ocean or are buried in the jungle, and others are secreted in hidden caves waiting to be discovered.

These are exciting times for anyone who is curious about the origins of humanity and our enigmatic past on planet Earth. The number and the magnitude of new discoveries are increasing at an almost breathless pace. New technologies combined with new interdisciplinary approaches and the fresh perspective of independent researchers are rapidly changing the entire antiquities field.

There is a new breed of researcher in the field of archaeology, one who is making the science far more interdisciplinary. Today, archaeologists work in tandem with hydrologists, agronomists, geologists, and a variety of other specialists geared to reintegrating the many complex pieces that make up the puzzling ruins of a lost city or civilization. They employ advanced technology, including computer-based reconstructions, high-resolution aerial photography, remote sensing, infrared photography, and geophysical surveys that lead to precise maps. For underwater investigations, advanced robotics and submersibles are employed in conjunction with sonar, 3-D photogrammetry, and digital video. Archaeologists are also successfully using the technology known as ground-penetrating radar (GPR). Invented in the 1970s, it was originally used for military purposes such as pinpointing the location of land mines and military tunnels. These new technologies have put a powerful set of tools in the hands of investigators into our human past, which can mean only that the rapid pace of fascinating new discoveries will continue.



At this writing a Canadian exploration company with solid credentials—they have discovered and retrieved several Spanish galleons and located the USS Maine, the warship that exploded and sank in 1898, igniting the Spanish-American War—announced a startling find in the Caribbean. They had located a “lost city” at a depth of 2,100 feet off the coast of Cuba and less than 50 miles east of the Yucatán Peninsula.

Using side-scan sonar equipment, the team noticed a large underwater plateau with “clear images of symmetrically organized stone structures that looked like an urban development partly covered by sand. From above, the shapes resembled pyramids, roads and buildings,” one of the researchers reported.1 The researchers then sent in an underwater robot probe—a Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV)—to film parts of the 7.7-square-mile plateau. The resulting images confirmed the presence of monolithic blocks of cut stone sized from 6.5 to 16 feet in length and positioned in perpendicular and circular formations. Some of the blocks were stacked and some were exposed to the sea.

Who built this ancient city? The team declined to speculate, but they did say they thought that it must have been built when the current sea floor was above the surface—a logical assumption—which would have been at least 6,000 years ago. That would make it the oldest such site in the world, predating the cities of ancient Egypt by 2,500 years, those of the Olmec civilization by 3,500 years, and  those of the Maya by almost 4,500 years. By virtue of their proximity to the Yucatán Peninsula, the ruins are in the same general region as those of the Mayan civilization. In fact, it’s apparent that if the sea level were lower, Cuba, the Yucatán, and the ancient city would be part of the same landmass.

Mayan legends tell us the Mayan people came from a land to the east at the time of the Great Flood. Quetzacoatl, the bearer of their culture, also came from the east. Likewise, the Aztecs refer to their original home, Aztlan, as being to the east. The Aztec empire’s capital city, Tenochtitlan, was laid out in a pattern said to resemble that of Aztlan, which must have been an island because the Aztec capital was an island in the middle of the relatively shallow Lake Texcoco.

But the Canadian explorers were not the only ones to make such an amazing discovery. For generations local inhabitants of the region around Lake Titicaca in South America told of a sunken city beneath the lake’s surface. Although this legend had been recounted ever since the Conquistadors arrived, it had been summarily dismissed as pure fiction for almost 400 years.

Then, in the summer of 2000, an international research team comprising archaeologists and scientists from South America and Europe discovered an ancient structure submerged 66 feet beneath the surface of the lake. After diving for 18 days they identified a temple 160 feet wide by 660 feet long, a terrace for crops, a 2,600-foot retaining wall, and a pre-Incan road.

The chief Bolivian scientist on the team, Eduardo Pareja, told reporters, “I strongly support the hypothesis that what was found by the Atahuallpa 2000 expedition are the ruins of a submerged pre-Columbian temple.”2 This dating is quite significant because archaeologists have always ascribed a fairly recent date to Tiahuanaco as well as other local ruins located on the Island of the Sun. We will explore this in detail in chapter 12.

In June 2000 French marine archaeologist Franck Goddio announced his latest discoveries in the Bay of Abourkir in Egypt. Using electronic instruments, Goddio first created an underwater  map of the bay region, which revealed a very large accumulation of ruins located next to the remains of Napoleon’s sunken fleet about 20 feet below the surface. Then, using the latest high-tech underwater equipment, the archaeologist was able to locate and retrieve many artifacts including statues, gold coins, and precious jewelry. He also discovered a previously unknown sunken city that had been submerged so quickly that people did not even have time to grab important items and flee.

Goddio’s discoveries are corroborated by the accounts of ancient Greek historians such as Herodotus, who described the temple of Hercules in Herakleion in 450 B.C.E., and Strabon, who told of the luxurious lifestyle of the cities of Canopus, Herakleion, and Menouthis in the second century. Even in ages past, however, the cities were mysterious because they had slipped beneath the waters of the bay for reasons that are still unclear.3

Chinese archaeologists recently announced that in Fuxian Lake, in central Yunnan province, they had found the submerged ruins of an ancient complex, which they named China’s Pompeii. The expedition used the Blue Whale submersible to examine and photograph the site comprised of stone walls that are 50 to 75 feet long and about 10 feet wide. Flagstones and the complete walls of eight buildings and flagstones were found scattered over a 1.5-by-.5 mile area.

The scientists believed the city was part of the ancient Yunnan kingdom that local legends say simply disappeared. Central Yunnan is prone to earthquakes and Yu Xixian—a prominent Chinese archaeologist who led the underwater investigation—pointed to the fractures and subsidence tracks on the surrounding mountains as evidence of what might have happened to the ruined city: It either sank directly into the lake or was inundated after a landslide blocked an outlet.

Other such discoveries made in recent years in various parts of the world will be recounted in later chapters, and now that the technology exists for deep-sea exploration, more can be expected in the decades to come.



From lost cities submerged beneath the waters of seas and lakes we turn to the riddle of the Taklamakan Desert in eastern China. There one of the great mysteries of modern archaeology started to be unearthed in the 1970s and 1980s. Dozens of bodies that are thousands of years old were discovered, each perfectly preserved by the area’s alternately hot, dry desert air of summer and frigid temperatures of winter. The mummies—known as the Tarim Basin people—had essentially been desiccated and freeze-dried, which, amazingly, left their skin, hair, features, and clothing intact.4

But scientists soon learned they were only at the beginning of deciphering this new, enigmatic chapter of human history. In the course of their study they discovered that the mummies of central Asia were Caucasian! Though no one is quite sure why they were there or why they disappeared thousands of years ago, we do know now that their culture thrived for at least 1,500 years. According to the folk traditions of local tribes, a non-Chinese people had settled the region in dim prehistory.

As determined from the mummies, the Tarim Basin people had dark blond, reddish, or yellow-brown hair, deep-set eyes, and long limbs. Many clues to the culture of these people are revealed in the clothing worn by the mummies. It seems that the Tarim Basin people buried their dead in brightly colored clothing and boots. They tended sheep and cattle, used horses, practiced some form of farming, and made clothing from the wool of their sheep: After dyeing wool brilliant colors, they wove intricately designed fabric and stamped motifs on this handmade woolen felt.

At least 1,000 mummified bodies have been unearthed so far and countless sites remain to be excavated. Regardless of where they came from originally, the remains of these people found near the old Silk Road reveal that humankind’s history on the earth is far richer and more complex than we have imagined.

Dolkun Kamberi, a man with medium brown hair and Caucasian features, is an archaeologist born and raised in this region of the Chinese desert. He believes he is a direct descendant of the Tarim Basin people. In the course of his work in the area, he found a portion of a human skull determined to be a half million years old, definitive evidence that people were in the region 500,000 years ago.



The discovery of the Tarim Basin people promises to turn upside down the notions of both orthodox historians and those in the Chinese government, who are not pleased to find that non-Asian people settled on Chinese soil in ancient, predynastic times. Kamberi thinks that central Asia will be an archaeologist’s dream for the rest of the first century of the new millennium. We will uncover more mysteries and controversies in China in chapter 9.

In South America as well a recent discovery has forced us to rethink history’s time line, pushing back the date of urban settlement of the ancient Americas. “Our findings show that a very large, complex society had arisen on the coast of Peru centuries earlier than anyone thought,” says Jonathon Haas, Ph.D., MacArthur Curator of Anthropology at Chicago’s Field Museum.5

Although the north coast of Peru is not nearly as well known for its excavations as the Andean archaeological sites, the coastal region is home to dozens of very impressive finds. Radiocarbon dates of plant fibers from one of these sites, known as Caral, indicate that not only was it established as early as 2627 B.C.E. but it also already exhibited monumental corporate architecture and irrigation agriculture at that time. Caral is one of 18 massive contemporary urban centers in the Supe Valley. (We will delve into this region in detail in chapter 10.)

Another recent find in the coastal region, this one in the Casma Valley, one of the largest monument centers in the New World, is Sechin Alto. Using laser-aided mapping and kite photography combined with classic techniques, Peruvian archaeologist Ivan Ghezzi has made a series of discoveries at this site over the past few years. In 2000 his team uncovered the Thirteen Towers section of Chankillo, which sits on a hilltop. It had long been considered a fortress, but his team has shown that the towers were in fact positioned to mark the dates of the solstices, equinoxes, and months. These astro-archaeological findings indicate that Chankillo actually served as a celestial calendar and as a center for public rituals.



On March 23, 2001, an international press conference was held in Spain in conjunction with the Peruvian Embassy to announce a startling find by the Koricancha Project at the Incan Temple of the Sun, now the Santa Domingo Church in Cuzco, Peru. “The scientific investigation and GPR [ground-penetrating radar] data obtained recently in the Santa Domingo Church-Koricancha by the Bohic Ruz Explorer Society will open one of the greatest mysteries of our time,” the press release stated.6

Using ground-penetrating radar, researchers had located a number of subterranean structures and tunnels beneath the church. Indeed, many independent explorers over the past 50 years have claimed that a maze of underground tunnels and galleries exists between Sacsayhuaman and the Temple of the Sun and connects to many other sites. However, these reports had never been substantiated by any scientific exploration until the work at Koricancha confirmed them. “These discoveries will capture the imagination of the world and have the potential to rival the finding of King Tut’s Tomb of Egypt,” said Anselm Pi Rambla, president of the explorers club.

Ground-penetrating radar studies have also been conducted in Egypt. However, the findings there have been steeped in controversy. Some researchers contend that a system of galleries and tunnels has been discovered under the Sphinx and the Pyramids. Others, however, dispute exactly what the GPR data has revealed and the Egyptian government remains tight-lipped about the alleged findings.

NEW BLOOD AND RENEGADE “INDIE” RESEARCHERS

The field of archaeological and anthropological investigation has also been transformed by a number of independent researchers and scholars. The work of David Rohl demonstrates how small errors in interpretation combined with oversights can lead to critically inaccurate conclusions about history. While studying to be an Egyptologist, Rohl had a heretical insight. A mounting suspicion that something was wrong with accepted Egyptian chronologies prompted him to launch an all-out assault on what is probably the most conservative bastion in the entire science of anthropology.

Because Egyptologists are notoriously hidebound, he knew that publishing his criticisms and revealing his new ideas to colleagues was risky. Yet Rohl realized that his insight was far-reaching and would have profound ramifications if his thinking proved to be correct. It had the potential not only to revolutionize the accepted chronology of the ruling dynasties and the prevailing ideas about Egyptian and Israeli history, but also to settle a very old and bitter set of disputes between believers in the Bible and skeptics.

When Rohl introduced his theory in A Test of Time: The Bible from Myth to History, it appeared against a complicated and emotionally charged background. Archaeologists and skeptics had long questioned the authenticity of the Bible as a historical document, despite the powerful faith of believers. In the 1800s skeptics pointed to the Gospels’ references to the towns of Capernaum, Chorazin, and Bethsaida, claiming that these places had never existed and that the accounts were just myths that should not be regarded as real history. Eventually, however, archaeologists discovered these forgotten cities and they are on tourist maps today.

The skeptics then turned to the Old Testament accounts of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, claiming that no such city or country ever existed. But in 1840 Henry Layard, a British explorer, decided to prove them wrong. He set out to see if he could find ancient Assyria and dug up the city of Nineveh in the process.

By the beginning of the twentieth century, the skeptics turned their attention to the Hittites, claiming they were nothing but fictional people, even though the Bible mentions their empire at least 40 times. Sure enough, archaeologists uncovered a Hittite city in Turkey in 1905.

In spite of this string of proof—and these instances are only a  small sampling—archaeology had failed to confirm the stories of the key patriarchs of the Old Testament. This posed a serious challenge to the historical accuracy of the Bible. There was no archaeological evidence to substantiate the accounts of Abraham and Moses. Nor was there any supporting evidence for the books of Saul, David, and even Solomon. It was not for lack of effort to find confirmation; many scholars and archaeologists had tried to validate the accounts of the Old Testament patriarchs, but all had failed. This large question remained: How could several million Jews reside in Egypt, migrate across the Sinai to Canaan, and then proceed to conquer the land without leaving a trace of evidence?

Because archaeologists could not find the footprints, their conclusion was that the events recounted in Exodus never really happened. That led scientists to assert that the Old Testament in its entirety—including not just Exodus, but Saul and David and Solomon and the rest as well—was not an accurate historical record and that Jews and Christians alike erred in believing that its literary stories or tribal legends were true accounts.

Without the required substantiation and corroboration of extra-biblical sources, the conclusion of the scientists was seemingly indisputable. The nail in the coffin came in the form of the famous excavation of Jericho in 1952. The lead archaeologist concluded that no city had existed there at the time the Israelites were said to have entered the land and to have fought the famous Battle of Jericho. According to the findings from the excavation, the mound of Jericho had already been in ruins for several hundred years by the time the Jews had crossed the Jordan. As far as traditional archaeologists were concerned, the door was now closed. Needless to say, believers did not agree.

David Rohl did not set out to prove the Bible right or wrong; that was not his priority. What Rohl realized and wanted to demonstrate was the fact that scholars had missed several crucial details while building the Egyptian chronology. He understood that these errors in interpretation had thrown off track everyone who had used  that chronology as a basis for comparison with events described in the Bible.

Rohl’s book details his thorough detective work and sound reasoning. He proved that the many educated guesses made by Egyptologists during the process of formulating Egyptian chronology had been based on incomplete data and were, in fact, wrong. One fundamental problem with the traditional chronology, for instance, had to do with the failure to take into account the phenomenon of parallel dynasties: In Egyptian history there were periods when there was no central controlling dynasty; several pharaohs ruled simultaneously over fragmented territories.

After resequencing Egyptian chronology, Rohl then made some necessary adjustments to biblical chronology. He shortened the sojourn in Egypt from 430 to 215 years, declaring that the sojourn of 430 years began at the time the Hebrews came into Canaan rather than at the time they entered Egypt. He also adjusted the length of time of the wilderness wanderings, the conquest of Canaan, and the period of the Judges, increasing it from 220 to 417 years.

It is easy to see how Rohl’s book stirred up a major controversy. But when archaeologists began applying his revised chronologies to their work, they started making profound discoveries. It was as though a light suddenly illuminated a path that was there all along but had been obscured by darkness.

The new chronologies matched up characters and events in a completely different way from the old one. These new realizations spurred the scientific review of ancient documents such as the Amarna Letters, discovered in Egypt in 1887 and consisting of 380 cuneiform tablets of correspondence sent to the pharaoh by foreign kings. Scholars had assigned the letters to the house of correspondence of the pharaoh Akhenaten and as a result, Egyptologists had never bothered to search the tablets for correspondence from the United Monarchy of Israel—according to the old chronology, Akhenaten had lived and died before Israel was even established. Rohl’s new chronology, however, placed Akhenaten at the beginning  of the reign of Saul. In this light scholars began to make sense of letters that had defied previous analysis—letters from the rulers of Palestine that made copious references to Hebrews: The rulers of Palestine were unhappy because David and his army of mercenaries were pillaging the countryside to stay alive. The Egyptian record and the Bible now coincided.

There are other examples of this newly discovered relationship between the two chronologies: Rohl’s revised time line put Dudimose at the end of the thirteenth dynasty, which seemed to correspond to biblical references to the plagues of Moses. In his history of Egypt, written in the third century B.C.E., High Priest Manetho laments: “In his [Dudimose’s] reign, for what cause I know not, a blast from God smote us . . .”

This new link between the pharaoh Dudimose and specific events allowed a new perspective on a finding that had puzzled archaeologists. Excavations at Tel ed-Daba (the biblical Goshen), located in the Nile delta region, revealed “plague pits” into which hundreds of bodies had been thrown, verifying the plague referred to by both Manetho and the Bible. An inspection of tombs in the area resulted in the discovery that the people who populated the area were from Palestine and Syria: the children of Israel.

Rohl’s fascinating book, with its wealth of information, has revolutionized the fields of both Egyptology and biblical archaeology.

While such groundbreaking intellectual work has been going on in the arena of scholarship, similar revolutionary work has been occurring out in the field. James O’Kon, a self-taught archaeologist, made his first trip into the mysterious land of the ancient Maya in 1969, which sparked in him a lifelong passion to understand this lost civilization. In 1989, on an expedition to the city of Yaxchilan, which archaeologists had been studying for 100 years, he visited a remote site along the Usamacinta River, the natural border that separates Mexico and Guatemala.

Yaxchilan is situated in the rain forest between two of the ancient Maya’s most important sites: Palenque, approximately 100  miles to the north, and Tikal to the south, across the river in the Peten jungle of Guatemala. As the dugout canoe in which he was traveling approached the shore, O’Kon noticed a rock formation. To his eye its ancient function was immediately apparent.

“That’s a bridge pier!” he declared, without any doubt in his mind.

The archaeologist who was leading the tour dismissed his observation. After all, the scientists who had studied the area could conclude only that the mound of rocks was a puzzling phenomenon. But O’Kon was already visualizing the construction of the bridge and the length of the span. As a well-known and highly respected forensic engineer and as a former chairman of the Forensic Council of the American Society of Civil Engineers, he had an arsenal of modern technology at his disposal to help prove that his premise was correct.

He gathered data at Yaxchilan, then used computers, aerial photos, and maps to develop a 3-D model of the site of the rock formation and to determine a variety of important engineering coordinates. When all of his calculations were complete, the results were astounding: They demonstrated that the Mayan engineers had designed and built the longest bridge span in the ancient world, a 600-foot suspension structure with two piers on each side of the river and two supports in the river itself.

His findings were published in the January 1995 issues of Civil Engineering and National Geographic magazines. Yaxchilan had in fact needed such a bridge because it was located on high ground at a bend in the Usamacinta River, which bordered the city on three sides. This part of the rain forest receives 150 to 200 inches of rain between June and January—so much that during the rainy season, “Yaxchilan became an island city,” O’Kon states.

This important discovery is only part of O’Kon’s work. He is convinced that the Maya were not a “Stone Age” people, referring to them instead as a “technolythic” race that “used jade, which is harder than steel, for their tools.” His reasoning is difficult to refute: “The nearest iron was fifteen hundred miles away,” he told me  during a recent discussion I had with him. “The Mayans were very sophisticated mathematically and scientifically. They had the concept [of] zero seven hundred years before the Europeans.”

O’Kon has now turned his attention to the enigmatic road system of the Maya that connected their sites. O’Kon has already discovered that a 60-mile-long road that stretches from Coba to Yaxuna is as perfectly straight as a road can be—truer than modern roads, with only a negligible deviation. This discovery has raised again a question that has long plagued researchers: Why did the Maya feel compelled to build wide, paved, level roads when they did not have wheeled vehicles or dray animals? Another modern explorer in the field of Peruvian antiquities has been turning myths into history for four decades. Now in his seventies, Gene Savoy is still an active researcher with a far-flung reputation in South America and a collection of real-life exploits that seem to rival those of Indiana Jones.

Savoy spent his childhood in the northwestern United States and says he can’t recall a time when he did not want to be an explorer. He had an early passion for the history and folklore of North American Indian tribes (Savoy claims a one sixty-fourth Cherokee ancestry). By the time he was in his twenties he had already formulated some theories that he wanted to test by exploring the mountains and jungles of Peru.

He had noticed similarities in the pictographic symbols and design motifs of various ancient North American and South American peoples that suggested there must have been contact among them. Fueled by his theory of transcontinental contact, Savoy made some startling discoveries long before Machu Picchu became a tourist site. His first expeditions took place in the 1950s and early 1960s, with his daring treks into the eastern Andes leading to the discovery of the fabled Vilcabamba, the Incas’ last city of refuge from the invading Spaniards.7

In 1965 he found another important site, which he named Gran Pajaten, in the northeastern jungles of Peru near the Rio Abiseo  drainage. The subsequent discovery of 40 additional ancient ruins in this region could be credited to him. But evidence of the “mythical” Chachapoyas—the tall, fair-skinned warriors who preceded the Incas and whom the Incas were said to have used as guards—was what he sought most passionately.

In 1984 Savoy returned to try to find clues to their legendary civilization and this time he was successful. His expedition uncovered spectacular cloud forest ruins near the Vilaya River that he subsequently named Gran Vilaya, and after exploring the ruins, his expedition mapped out the region. This huge site in the Department of Amazonas, west of the Utcabamba River, presented many curious artifacts. It comprises well over 24,000 oval-cut stones covering an estimated 100 square miles.

In 1989, as the Gran Vilaya expedition was nearing its completion, Savoy and his team scrambled into a cliffside cave, where they found a set of inscribed tablets. On them he noticed a familiar symbol, one used by King Solomon to mark the ships he sent to the land of Orphir to recover gold and precious stones for his temple in Jerusalem. This sent the tireless explorer on a new journey, a sea-going expedition, with the goal of retracing the possible routes used by ancient Old World mariners to reach the New World.

Savoy has opened up many new and mysterious historical realms. To date science knows very little about the Chachapoyas, whose name means “cloud people,” other than the fact that they built numerous walls across the misty mountaintops to guard their secret cities, which clearly dominated the cloud forest. It was on an Andean peak in their realm that ice mummies were found in 1995. To date archaeologists have also uncovered tombs and other artifacts, but they have yet to penetrate the enigma of the people of the perpetual mist.

However, despite these and other mysteries whose explanations have eluded us, the discoveries of the last 100 years suggest that we are standing on the threshold of a great leap forward in our understanding of ancient history. The onset of the third millennium holds  out the promise that we will finally penetrate the heart of those mysteries that have confounded generations. Using new technologies, innovative methods, a multidisciplinary approach, and the fresh perspective of independent researchers, we may well unlock the secrets of the ages.
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