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FOREWORD

Florida has long been regarded as an Eden, a tropical oasis for northerners seeking escape from winter frigidity. And it wasn’t just the climate that drew people but the beauty: the state’s magnificent clear springs, lush forests, sandy beaches, moss-draped live oaks, and bountiful resources. For the sportsmen, it was fishing and hunting of a seemingly limitless supply of prey. For the artist, canopied waterways, colorful birdlife, and numerous flowering plants brought forth boundless inspiration. Writers, too, found Florida to their liking with a rich supply of history and colorful characters to draw from. And just as prominent, men and women found work in Florida—freedom from want—whether it was in logging, mining, farming, citrus, commercial fishing, cigar-making, or tourism.

It is no surprise, given Florida’s colorful backdrop, that certain images of the Sunshine State have become iconic, from paradisiacal garden scenes to bathing beauties to pink flamingos. They have been emblazoned on magazines, books, postcards, brochures, canvas, and even government publications. This book reflects that rich legacy. So lather on the sunscreen, sit back, and enjoy the show that Florida has been putting on for generations!


[image: This inviting poster from thelate 1800s advertising the Ocean Steamship Company of Savannah beckoned tourists to come south to Florida. Besides a steamship, the poster features two beautiful women in Victorian-style clothes, along with oranges and orange blossoms.]
This inviting poster from the late 1800s advertising the Ocean Steamship Company of Savannah beckoned tourists to come south to Florida. Besides a steamship, the poster features two beautiful women in Victorian-style clothes, along with oranges and orange blossoms.





[image: An 1880s Ocean Steamship Company advertisement for Florida passage from Harper’s magazine. Steamship was the primary means for tourists to access Florida in the mid to late 1800s.]
An 1880s Ocean Steamship Company advertisement for Florida passage from Harper’s magazine. Steamship was the primary means for tourists to access Florida in the mid to late 1800s.





[image: In the early 1900s, automobile traffic opened up Florida to larger numbersof tourists. This 1915 postcard image, showing an automobile racing along a beach with palm trees and sailboats in the background, speaks of freedom and adventure.]
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[image: The scenic Florida Keys Overseas Railroad, the final link in Henry Flagler’s Florida East Coast Railway, is depicted on a cigar box in 1915. The completion of the railway to Key West in 1912 piqued the interest of would-be visitors from North America and Europe.]
The scenic Florida Keys Overseas Railroad, the final link in Henry Flagler’s Florida East Coast Railway, is depicted on a cigar box in 1915. The completion of the railway to Key West in 1912 piqued the interest of would-be visitors from North America and Europe.





“Florida, rich in historical tradition and in natural beauty, is served by the most modern transportation facilities and is in easy reach of all North America. Our presentation here is only a suggestion of the real Florida ‘down upon the Suwannee River’ designed by God and developed by Man to be your home and playground.”

Florida Governor Fred P. Cone, 1939 New York World’s Fair promotional booklet

“Follow the sunshine state’s network of modern highways to every traditional and enchanted point of interest in this historical and scenic peninsula.

Yield to the lure of the playground of America, fascinating resort of pleasant winters and delightful summers. Visit its many and different beaches stretching over the longest coastline of any other state. Enjoy a sports program almost without parallel for variety. Drop your line into some of the world’s greatest fishing waters.

Drive comfortably over wide, safe roads to Florida’s state parks, game preserves, federal forests, natural wonders, mammoth springs, and gardens filled with rare, exotic flowers and tropical growth.

Leisurely travel the shaded, pleasant byways offering peace and rest and in imagination re-create the romantic days of the first conquistadors.

He who comes once comes again with his friends and Florida’s visitors multiply from year to year.”

Introduction of 1950 official road map of Florida

“Where once hijackers lurked among hidden coves and pirates buried stolen treasure, motorists now glide swiftly over a magnificent new highway connecting Fernandina with Mayport. This compact area of northeast Florida coast has known eras of swashbuckling piracy, slave trading, and filibustering. For sheer excitement and violence, the annals of this vicinity have few rivals, and passing travelers are, in reality, making a journey through history.”

Fred Miller, touting the “Buccaneer Trail” in a 1950 brochure

“Sarasota: Where You Spend the Summer Every Winter. In Sarasota, you will discover never-ending pleasures and thrilling experiences no matter what the scope or variety of your personal interests may be. Few are the localities so richly endowed by nature to gratify man’s social, cultural and esthetic tastes. Sportsmen, fun-lovers, artists and writers as well as seekers after health, rest and relaxation, all find contentment in a cosmopolitan atmosphere which blends with the hospitality of this friendly and thriving community.”

Sarasota promotional brochure, circa 1960

“Guests from the hotels are propelled through the jungle paths, where the dense bamboo thickets, otherwise impassible, have yielded only to the machete, wielded by vigorous arms. Here is the rubber tree with its fantastic shapes, the bamboo, the palm and the cocoanut. Spanish moss festoons the Oaks and Orchids cling to the boughs overhead.”

Description of 1911 postcard describing the Jungle Road near Palm Beach

“The Sunshine City is surely the Land of Flowers, Sunshine, Shrubs, Trees and Wonderful Fruits, with a Climate beyond Description.”

St. Petersburg souvenir booklet, circa 1940

“Today, with all her modern progress, her smooth-paved highways, her splendid hotels, busy harbors and bustling cities, Florida still retains that delightful atmosphere of elusive tropic enchantment possessed by no other section of the United States.”

Florida: Empire of the Sun, 1930

“Either by day or night, Miami and its environs present a fairyland appearance of pastel colors, glittering modernity, jewel-box homes and light-hearted gaiety. This is no accident. From its inception fifty years ago, Miami was promoted and designed to attract outsiders, preferably those with money, and it has since hewn to this line with unswerving devotion.”

“Miami: Babylon, U.S.A. gets set for its hectic hundred days,” Life magazine, December 29, 1947

“If Adam and Eve could have seen Florida, they might not have mourned the loss of Eden.”

Edwin Menninger, South Florida Developer, 1928
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