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        FOR MY FATHER, BILL, who introduced me to bass fishing at age 6. This was 50 years ago, back when anglers used steel casting rods, crude level-wind reels that had horrendous reputations for backlashing, and black braided-nylon lines. The favorite lures of the time were the Heddon Bass Oreno and the Johnson Silver Minnow, its hook draped with a strip of white pork rind. Oh yes, we also used wooden rental boats that leaked like sieves, and we rowed to our fishing hot spots. One tactic that Dad believed to be critically important for angling success was always to speak in soft whispers or, better yet, not talk at all, so as not to spook any fish that might be near our boat. How times have changed.


      

    


  




  Introduction




  The rapid rate at which our knowledge of bass behavior has increased in recent years makes compiling a comprehensive book on bass fishing a formidable challenge. Bass have inhabited North American waters for tens of thousands of years, yet 95 percent of what we know about the species—their habits in various types of water, methods of catching them consistently under a variety of conditions, and even effective management techniques—has been learned during only the past three decades. Moreover, our knowledge is increasing so rapidly that it’s incredibly difficult for any fishing writer to keep abreast of the almost monthly press releases describing new findings by the nation’s biologists. Even more taxing, press releases from tackle and marine companies describing the latest rods, reels, lures, lines, and boating equipment arrive in our mailboxes almost on a daily basis!




  So where does a fishing writer begin? Indeed, is it even possible for anyone to correlate the enormous and continually growing amount of angling know-how with the relevant, but oftentimes obscure, biological facts to produce a book that is not only readable but comprehensive? Probably not. It’s unlikely that any single person will ever know everything there is to know about bass behavior and successful bass fishing. To add to a writer’s confusion, not to mention his reader’s bewilderment, even the most highly respected fisheries biologists often disagree on various facets of bass behavior.




  Despite these difficulties it’s necessary to periodically assemble bass-fishing information from diverse sources into a single book that is as up to date as possible. However, unlike other previously published bass-fishing books, this one takes a different approach. You won’t find much here in the way of flowery prose or adventuresome anecdotes. Nor will you find an overzealous emphasis on product hype, because I firmly believe one cannot buy bass-fishing success; with basic, serviceable equipment, bass-fishing success is essentially free for the learning. What you will find instead are hundreds of quick-read, factual tips and insights I’ve gleaned from the country’s most proficient guides, tournament pros, tackle manufacturers, and fishing scientists. These people, with whom I’ve had the privilege of sharing thousands of fishing hours, are not armchair anglers, nor are they self-ordained know-it-alls. They’re still students themselves, who never spend a day on the water without learning something new. And they’re teachers who are dedicated to helping average anglers with average means become much better fishermen.




  You’ll undoubtedly recognize many of their names. Some of them are noted bass pros and national tournament champs, such as Hank Parker, Bill Dance, Roland Martin, Johnny Morris (who owns Bass Pro Shops), and Jimmy Houston. Others are famous bass guides, such as Inky Davis of Santee Cooper Country. A few have been national magazine fishing editors, such as Jerry Gibbs (Outdoor Life), Homer Circle (Sports Afield), and Jason Lucas (also Sports Afield). A few have even been country music stars who, when offstage, are fishing fanatics (Mel Tillis and Porter Wagoner). Then there’s my sadly missed son, Mike (now deceased), who for many years was a fishing tackle purchasing manager for Cabela’s; I’ll never forget the time Mike and I attended a fish dinner with former president George Bush Sr. at a BASS Classic Tournament, nor the barbecue we savored at the home of Ray Scott (founder of the Bass Anglers Sportsman Society).




  I’m hoping you’ll look on this almanac as a quick reference to be consulted often. When you run headlong into a problem during a frustratingly tough day on the water and you feel defeated, look on the positive side: You’ve learned something—what doesn’t work. Then take a few minutes to thumb through the section of this book that deals with the specific circumstances you encountered, and you’ll learn what will work next time you’re confronted with similar conditions.
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        40 Insights about Largemouth Bass Biology


      

    


  




  An essential component of bass-fishing success is knowing how the quarry, geared by its physiology, operates within its environment.




  1. Biologists have identified eleven strains or species of bass. Some, such as the redeye bass, Suwannee bass, and Guadalupe bass, are found only in very restricted habitat niches, such as certain rivers. The two most widespread and sought-after species are the largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides) and the Florida bass (Micropterus salmoides floridanus), which is a subspecies of the largemouth that has been stocked in waters stretching across the Deep South, from Florida to California.




  2. Alaska is the only state that does not have at least one strain of bass. Canada possesses the largemouth, smallmouth, and spotted bass but not the Florida strain. Japan has the largemouth; Mexico, Honduras, and Cuba have the Florida strain of largemouth; and South America and Africa have the largemouth. Many small countries, too numerous to mention but nearly all in latitudes south of the equator, possess largemouths.




  3. The largemouth is primarily an inhabitant of natural lakes, man-made reservoirs, sluggish rivers, tide zones, farm ponds, strip-mine pits, and quarries. It’s also an occasional resident of swift rivers and streams, but the fish doesn’t thrive in cooler, rushing waters—in most such rivers and streams, the species almost never reaches its maximum growth potential. In such environments it resides nearly exclusively in quiet, deep pools out of the main current or along shorelines where heavy cover or bank configurations retard the current velocity.




  4. Although the largemouth and its Florida cousin are commonly referred to as “black bass,” this term is gradually falling out of usage, partly because the two fish are not always black in color. Since their coloration is a biological means of adapting to their environments, they may vary in color from region to region and even within the same body of water. In thick, vegetative areas, the fish are most commonly a vibrant grass-green color along the sides and darker toward the dorsal area, with a dirty-white underbelly. When the fish live in tannin-stained or brackish water, however, their coloration may be so dark that they do indeed appear black in color. In clear, open-water areas where there is a sandy or rocky bottom, the fish take on a tan color. And in milky or muddy water, the fish may appear pale green or even silvery. The sides of largemouths have splotchy markings that become pronounced in dark-colored or heavily vegetative water and are believed to aid the fish in concealment while they are lying in ambush.
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  North Americans aren’t the only anglers who enjoy fishing for largemouths. The fish have been transplanted to many other countries around the globe.




  5. A thin, dark lateral line located midway along the sides of the largemouth, running from the gill flaps to the tail, is used in conjunction with a hidden inner ear to detect vibrations and other sounds in the water. This lateral line is more pronounced in fingerling bass, allowing them to more easily blend in with the thin grassfields of the shallow water where they live the first two years of their lives.
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  The Florida bass, a subspecies of the largemouth, is our largest, but its range is restricted to warm, southern waters stretching from Florida to California.




  6. An angler can easily distinguish a largemouth or its Florida subspecies from a smallmouth or spotted bass. When the mouth of a largemouth is closed, the rear of the upper jaw extends back past a vertical, imaginary line drawn from the rear edge of the eye. The forward portion of the spiny dorsal fin and the rear soft portion are nearly separated from one another, whereas in the other bass species, the dorsal fins are either continuous or more nearly so.




  7. It’s usually very difficult for anglers to distinguish a largemouth bass from a Florida-strain largemouth. Biologists differentiate between the two by counting the number of rows of scales between the lateral line and the forward-most part of the dorsal fin. The largemouth has seven rows of scales and the Florida bass from seven to nine.




  8. Although they commonly seem to have the ability to outsmart anglers, largemouths actually have very small brains and are incapable of high-level thinking. Moreover, as captives of their watery environment, they have no control over it; all they can do is adapt to the periodic changes of their world. Nature assists this process by giving bass keen survival instincts, capable senses, fast reflexes, and an innate sense of caution.




  9. The relatively short, truncated body shape of the largemouth indicates that this particular fish species is equipped to maneuver in and around tight cover and ambush prey at close range with short bursts of speed. Its body shape is not designed for swimming at sustained speeds in open-water pursuit of prey.




  10. Aside from the largemouth’s stocky shape, its chief distinguishing physical characteristic is its enormous mouth, which enables it to swallow large and varied prey. It feeds primarily on baitfish, panfish, the young of other gamefish species, crayfish, aquatic insects, and amphibians such as frogs and salamanders. However, stomach-analysis studies of largemouths have revealed the fish clearly are opportunists and will feed on snakes, birds, newborn waterfowl, rodents (such as mice), and fresh- and brackish-water shrimp.




  11. Many fish species, including northern pike and muskellunge, are almost exclusively sight feeders and are rarely caught after dark. Other fish species such as catfish feed primarily by smell, which means they rarely strike at artificial lures. But largemouths are generalist feeders: With sharp vision, keen hearing, and a highly developed sense of smell, they can feed under the widest range of underwater conditions, making them excellent candidates for the angler using either live baits or artificial lures.
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  Largemouths have the ability to change their coloration to blend with the particular water color, vegetation, or bottom conditions they are in at a given time.




  12. Largemouths are classified as a cold-blooded species, which means their body temperature is always close to the temperature of the water surrounding them.




  13. Largemouths also are classified as a warmwater species, which means they are most active when the temperature is 60°F or higher. This is in contrast to coldwater species such as salmon, char, and some trout species, which thrive best at temperatures below 60°F and in fact cannot even survive at temperatures that are much higher.




  14. When the water temperature is warm (above 50°F), a largemouth’s digestion of food requires an average of 18 hours. When the water temperature is cool or cold (below 50°F), it can take 30 hours to digest its last meal, and when the water temperature is lower than 40°F, it can take 48 to 50 hours to digest its most recent food intake.
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  Although largemouths may strike at virtually any lure color, biologists have determined that strike frequency is highest with red and white or solid yellow colors.




  15. In laboratory studies New York biologists Frank A. Brown and George Bennett determined that largemouths can see a wide range of colors and on occasion may strike at any lure color they perceive as food. Brown and Bennett also determined that the strike frequency was highest with lures that were red and white or solid yellow in color.




  16. Despite their superior predatory skills, largemouths go through lengthy periods of relative dormancy during which they feed little, if at all. These spells of reduced feeding are usually brought on by changes in water or weather conditions (such as cold fronts or wintry coldwater periods) or by changes in the fish’s biological condition (such as occur during spawning).




  17. During winter in the northern states, largemouths technically do not go into hibernation. But the very cold water makes them lethargic, causing their food intake to drop to less than one-tenth of what it might be in summer. This causes no physiological harm to the fish because their body metabolism becomes so retarded that they expend a minimum amount of energy.




  18. Largemouths are very efficient feeders and have the instinctive ability to determine the food value of a potential prey item in terms of the energy that must be expended to catch it. Consequently, a 5-pound largemouth would eagerly inhale a 5-inch threadfin shad but undoubtedly ignore the 2-inch bluntnose minnow that a 1-pound bass would just as eagerly take.




  19. Many anglers have long believed that dawn and dusk are the best times to entice bass into striking at lures or taking live baits. Biologists say, however, that largemouths have no preferential feeding times. Moreover, they explain that the reason average anglers commonly catch more bass at dawn and dusk is that in the low light levels of these time periods bass are less likely to detect the clumsiness of their lure and bait presentations. This seems to be confirmed by bass-fishing tournaments, in which the pros typically bring in huge catches of bass but are restricted to fishing during the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.




  20. Given another fish species as a food choice, largemouths distinctly prefer elongated, soft-ray species such as those found in the minnow family rather than high-profile, spiny-ray species such as bluegills, simply because they’re easier to swallow. Keep this in mind when considering lure selection.




  21. During warmwater months when largemouths are exhibiting peak activity levels, a given fish must consume a daily amount of food equal to 1 percent of its body weight in order to maintain that same body weight. To continue growing, however, it must consume forage equaling 2 to 3 percent of its body weight each day.




  22. Ice fishermen occasionally catch largemouths while angling for coolwater species such as walleye, northern pike, or yellow perch. However, because the bass’s body metabolism is so retarded at this time, they’re rarely caught on jigging spoons or other artificial lures; rather, winter bass are normally taken on live bait fished in a stationary manner.




  23. The largemouth possesses a swim bladder in its abdominal cavity, just below its spinal column. The swim bladder is an airtight pouch that the fish can slightly inflate or deflate to overcome gravity and suspend itself at arbitrary depths without effort. This is quite often done when bass are hovering for prolonged periods over spawning nests. It’s also done when they are relating to a specific depth level where there is a desirable water temperature, pH band, or oxygen level, or even when positioning themselves below a surface-swimming school of baitfish. Neutral-buoyancy lures are specifically geared to bass that are suspending, because once the lure is cranked down to a given depth level and the retrieve is slowed, it remains at that depth.
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  Bass forage heavily on prey fish, but given a choice they prefer elongated, soft-ray species that are easier to swallow than stocky, spiny-ray species. Keep this in mind when choosing lures.




  24. Largemouths possess nostrils, but they play no role in breathing; utilizing dissolved oxygen in the water is strictly the role of the gill rakers located beneath the gill flaps. Rather, the nostrils, in conjunction with taste buds on the tongue and upper lip, are used to smell and taste the water continually as the fish searches for food. The nostrils and taste buds also monitor the water chemistry for unfavorable levels of salinity, alkalinity, or pollution so that, once identified, those areas can be avoided.




  25. Unlike many other gamefish species, a largemouth’s fins are located much farther forward on the body’s anatomy. This allows the fish to maneuver easily in any direction, including putting its transmission in reverse gear, to feed slowly and adroitly in the crevices and other bottom-cover irregularities where forage such as crayfish may be hiding. The largemouth’s broad tail and strong musculature toward the rear of its body allows for brief speed bursts to catch prey attempting to flee.




  26. Many anglers like to use very light tackle to enjoy the bass’s prolonged fighting attributes. Yet savvy anglers disagree with this, contending that tackle must be stout enough to quickly land a fish that is destined to be released. Their attitude is based on scientists’ findings that when largemouths are forced to overexert themselves for lengthy periods, their bodies experience a high level of oxygen depletion, causing body waste residues (primarily lactic acid) to build up in their musculature and greatly reduce their chances of survival on release.
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  Many anglers prefer tackle that’s heavy enough to land bass quickly, to ensure their survival on release. A prolonged fight with light tackle causes lactic acid buildup that often causes a released bass to perish.




  27. In large, specially equipped aquariums, largemouths in hot pursuit of prey have been clocked at 12 miles per hour for short bursts. Although this obviously suits the bass’s needs, it is slow compared to the speeds of salmon and striped bass, which can achieve 20 miles per hour. Compare that to sailfish and swordfish, which can achieve 60-mile-per-hour bursts of speed.




  28. When a largemouth forages, it does not consume food items by engulfing them in its mouth or biting down on them. Instead, the instant the fish is within close range of the intended prey, it opens its mouth widely while simultaneously flaring its gill covers. This creates a strong suction effect not unlike that of a vacuum cleaner, allowing the fish to literally inhale the food item, sometimes from as much as 12 inches away.




  29. The largemouth has two types of “ears.” One is the lateral line along the exterior sides of the body, which is used to detect strong, low-frequency sounds that may come from any direction. The other is an inner ear that detects subtle high-frequency sounds passing through the water. This inner ear can only detect sounds coming from the direction in which the fish is facing, whereupon they are transmitted through the bass’s skull to the inner ear.




  30. Recall this book’s dedication to my father, who always insisted on talking very quietly to avoid spooking nearby fish. We now know that almost 100 percent of the sounds carried in the air are deflected by the water’s surface and therefore do not affect bass at all.




  31. Underwater, sounds travel much farther and faster than through air; tests by the US Navy have determined that underwater sounds travel approximately 5,000 feet per second. Largemouths readily detect these sounds, particularly if an airborne sound is transmitted to the water through a solid object. Talk as much as you like, but be careful not to accidentally bang a paddle against the hull of a canoe or allow the lid of your boat’s rod locker to slam shut.




  32. Largemouths are adept at distinguishing the normal vibrations emitted by healthy, swimming baitfish from the distress vibrations emitted by injured prey. This is why anglers fishing with minnows commonly cut part of the tail away to make the offering more attractive. It’s also why plugs with built-in rattles are so popular, as are lures that gurgle and sputter, such as spinnerbaits, buzzbaits, and topwater plugs with propeller blades fore and aft.




  33. Anatomically, the eyes of largemouths are remarkably similar to those of human beings. They contain rods, for the detection of movement and to aid in feeding in low-light levels. They also possess cones for discerning a wide range of colors. On the other hand, largemouth eyes lack protective eyelids, making them very light sensitive. Since bass cannot squint in bright light, they tend to lurk in the shadows afforded by cover or to retreat into deep water where sunlight penetration is retarded.
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  Bass have a 340-degree field of view. Because of the shape and placement of their eyes, the only thing that escapes their notice is within a 20-degree blind spot immediately behind them.
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  The biggest largemouths are always females. This 21-pounder, taken in southern California, is the second largest ever recorded.




  34. In contrast to human eyes, a largemouth’s eyes are round, not flat, and this causes it to be nearsighted. This is not a disadvantage because a lack of clarity in most bodies of water limits long-range visibility anyway. The fish compensate for this by using their senses of smell, taste, and hearing to detect the nearby presence of prey species, then bringing their eyes into use at the last minute as they make a short speed burst to capture the food item.




  35. Being round in shape, each of a bass’s eyes has a visual arc of almost 180 degrees in all directions, to the top, to the bottom, and to both sides. Because of the progressively narrowing shape of the head, its forward vision overlaps slightly to also give it a binocular-like perspective of what’s nearby, with just a narrow, several-degree blind spot immediately to the rear.




  36. While bass are always on the lookout for prey, they’re also on full alert for predators larger than they are. On northern lakes, where toothy northern pike and muskies often patrol the open waters, bass cling tightly to shallow cover. Yet in southern waters, where bass are usually at the top of the food chain, they freely wander open areas far from the safety of cover.




  37. North of the Mason-Dixon Line, a trophy largemouth is usually considered to be a fish of 5 pounds or more. But in the Deep South, where anglers may encounter the Florida strain of bass, you’ll need to net one better than 10 pounds. In southern California, where the Florida strain of largemouth gorges on a heavy diet of nutritious rainbow trout, bragging rights go to those who land fish in excess of 15 pounds.




  38. In any region of the country, or any body of water, it’s always the females of each bass species that attain the greatest weights. Males rarely grow larger than 3 or 4 pounds. Affectionate labels such as “sows,” “hawgs,” “bucketmouths,” “mules,” and “horses” are always in reference to female bass.




  39. None of the bass species live year-round in any one place in any body of water. They are not a truly migratory species like walleye or salmon, but within their home ranges they do make seasonal movements (generally less than ¼ mile) and shorter, temporary movements (sometimes only 20 yards) on a daily or even hourly basis.




  40. As largemouths grow older and larger, they have a tendency to become more restricted in their movements. Compared to young bass that often engage in chase-and-catch feeding behavior, sometimes roaming in schools, larger bass are more sedentary, preferring to wait in solitary ambush for their prey.
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  Some refer to “brownies” and “spots” as those “other” bass, but they’re challenging adversaries in their own right.




  1. Many anglers may be surprised to learn that largemouth, smallmouth, and spotted bass are not true bass. Rather, they’re members of the sunfish family and therefore more closely related to bluegills than to true bass, such as striped, white, and yellow bass.




  2. The smallmouth bass (Micropterus dolomieu) originally was native only to northern river systems and natural Canadian shield lakes. Thanks to transplanting efforts, the species now inhabits a range almost identical to that of the largemouth. Since it favors slightly cooler water temperatures, it’s found a bit farther north than the largemouth and by the same token is not plentiful in the desert Southwest. It is rarely found outside the contiguous United States and Canada.
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  Smallmouth bass were originally native only to northern river systems but have since been transplanted to countless lakes and reservoirs.
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  Spotted bass were originally native only to southern river systems, where they seldom grew larger than 2 pounds. Now, inhabiting countless man-made reservoirs, they grow much larger. This Alabama 9-pounder, a former world record, was recently eclipsed by a 10-pounder.




  3. The spotted bass (Micropterus punctulatus) is sometimes also known as the Kentucky bass, although the species is not restricted to the state of Kentucky. Like the smallmouth it favors slightly cooler water temperatures than the largemouth; unlike the smallmouth it predominantly inhabits waters across the South and Midwest. The spotted bass was originally native only to river systems, but the species has long since been transplanted into man-made reservoirs. It is rarely found in countries other than the United States, and its “spotty” occurrence elsewhere is due strictly to transplanting.




  4. The physical anatomy and sensory apparatus of the smallmouth and spotted bass are almost identical to the largemouth’s, and they operate in almost identical fashion. It’s not necessary to repeat what was said in chapter 1, so only significant differences will be noted.




  5. Although the smallmouth is nicknamed the “brown bass,” it’s not universally brown in color but, like the largemouth, adapts to the environment in which it lives. Generally, in rivers and streams and in infertile northern lakes where the habitat is mostly sand and rock the species takes on a bronze hue on the upper two-thirds of the body, with a yellowish-brown underbelly. In fertile, heavily vegetated lakes, however, the coloration is a more greenish-bronze. The smallmouth’s lateral line is not as distinct as that of the largemouth, but like the largemouth the smallmouth has an average of three dark stripes fanning out from the snout to the rear of the gill covers, yielding to darker, irregular splotches along the sides of the body.




  6. In waters inhabited by both largemouths and smallmouths, one way to tell the difference between the two is that the rear of the upper jaw does not extend beyond the eye when the mouth of the smallmouth is closed. Also, the forward and rear (spiny and rayed) portions of the dorsal fin are joined.




  7. The spotted bass shares coloration characteristics of both the largemouth and smallmouth, depending on its environment. In clear, weedy lakes it may take on a pale-green coloration, yet in off-colored river systems, it may appear silvery. The spotted bass has the pronounced lateral line of the largemouth, yet its mouth is like that of a smallmouth in that the rear corner of the upper jaw extends to, but not beyond, the eye. Unique to this species, however, are irregular splotches on the upper (dorsal) half of the body and several rows of dark dots along the lower (ventral) region, extending full length from the gill flaps to the base of the tail.




  8. The mouths of smallmouth and spotted bass are comparable in size in relation to their bodies, and both are smaller than the largemouth’s maw.




  9. As mentioned in chapter 1, biologists confirm a bass species identification by counting the rows of scales between the lateral line and the front of the dorsal fin. The spotted bass has nine rows of scales and the smallmouth has eleven.




  10. Another unique anatomical feature of the spotted bass, one not possessed by either the largemouth or smallmouth, has to do with its tongue. Open the fish’s mouth and run your finger over the tongue, and you’ll feel a small, oval patch of very soft teeth; the tongues of largemouth, Florida strain, and smallmouth bass are smooth to the touch.




  11. Neither the spotted bass nor the smallmouth grows as large as the largemouth. The current world-record largemouth bass is just a bit more than 22 pounds. The current world-record smallmouth bass is just a bit more than 12 pounds, with a 5- or 6-pounder being a trophy. The world-record spotted bass is just a bit more than 10 pounds, while a 3- or 4-pound “spot” is considered a lunker.
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  Spotted bass are easily distinguished from largemouths and smallmouths by the rows of dots along the ventral region and an oval-shaped patch of soft teeth on the tongue.




  12. In laboratory studies Indiana biologist Elgin Ciampi determined that largemouths have the most acute color vision of all freshwater fish species. The second and third species most adept at discerning colors are smallmouths and spotted bass, respectively, followed by muskies, northern pike, rainbow trout, crappies, and bluegills.




  13. Like largemouths, smallmouths and spotted bass are cold-blooded creatures, meaning their body temperature is always nearly identical to that of the water surrounding them. But unlike largemouths, smallmouths and spotted bass are classified as coolwater, warmwater species. This means they are most active in those environments where the water temperature seldom if ever exceeds 70°F.




  14. Since the most active body metabolism of smallmouths and spotted bass occurs in cooler water temperatures than that of largemouths, their food-digestion process happens at a faster rate even when they inhabit a region of a lake where largemouths are also present.




  15. Illinois biologist W. M. Lewis, who conducted studies on both northern and southern lakes and rivers, determined that crayfish account for 60 percent of a smallmouth’s diet. In southern bodies of water, the remaining 40 percent of the fish’s diet consists of open-water baitfish such as threadfin, gizzard shad, or herring. In northern waters, however, the presence of northern pike, muskies, and walleyes prevents smallmouths from patrolling midlake regions, forcing them to remain in relatively shallow water, where they forage on small perch, leeches, shiners, various minnow species, hellgrammites (the larva of the dobsonfly), and other insects and amphibians.




  16. Smallmouths are rarely found at depths greater than 30 feet, simply because this is the deepest level at which their primary forage—crayfish—lives.




  17. Many bottom conditions that may be tolerated by other bass species won’t do for smallmouths. They’re quite averse, for example, to soft-bottom conditions comprising mud, muck, mire, loose soil, and silt. They’re likewise averse to hard-bottom conditions over which there is abundant vegetation, such as heavily matted weeds. Because of this, the common angler-held belief that the smallmouth is a hardy and tenacious species is really very far from the truth—at least if we use the largemouth’s ready adaptability to myriad habitat conditions as a benchmark.




  18. An ideal smallmouth lake or reservoir is usually rather expansive, with depths of at least 25 feet. Moreover, such waters possess only modest fertility levels (that is, the bottom composition is low in nitrogen compounds and other nutrients), causing plant life to be relatively sparse. The bottom and its many associated structures is generally composed of sand, gravel, fractured sedimentary rock, hard-packed clay, marl (a mixture of clay and limestone), shale, or any combination of these materials.
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  Smallmouths and spotted bass forage heavily on crayfish, except in those waters also inhabited by northern pike, muskies, and walleyes.
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