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SECTION 1: HOW TO USE THIS BOOK





This book aims to provide practical touring information for the independent traveller to Gallipoli, doubling also as a handy guide to the fascinating First World War Anzac battlefields. While there are a number of existing guidebooks on Turkey, none of these provides adequate detail on both the battlefields and the attractions of the surrounding area while simultaneously including an overview of the campaign and detail on the events that marked specific locations. This book aims to both supplement the existing stock of guidebooks and fill the gaps. It is not intended as a comprehensive history of Gallipoli. For those wishing to research the detail of the campaign, specific battles or locations, please refer to the Bibliography provided at the end of this book.


Australians and New Zealanders are justifiably renowned as global wanderers. Among the tourists picking their way through the ancient sites of Rome, sipping a G&T in Raffles, or shopping in Bloomingdales in Manhattan, it is not unusual to detect the distinctive Australian accent piercing the buzz of the crowd. This is particularly the case on the Gallipoli Peninsula where every year literally thousands of Australians and New Zealanders attend the dawn service at the North Beach commemorative site. Throughout the year, Aussies and Kiwis of all ages wander the battlefield or frequent the numerous bars and cafés at either Çanakkale or Eceabat processing through the country in a steady stream. In the week before Anzac Day the stream becomes a torrent and the usual patter of Turkish is drowned in the increasing burble of strine.


There is no doubt that Turkey is increasingly becoming a major drawcard for antipodean tourists. It is financially affordable and, given its location on the crossroads of Europe and Asia, offers the traveller a stunningly diverse range of experiences: beautiful beaches, thousands of years of history (including two of the seven ancient wonders of the world), exotic food and a mild climate (at least for most of the year). Add to this the truism that the Turks are among the friendliest people in the world (with the possible exception of Istanbul’s cabbies), and the fact that the Gallipoli Peninsula lies on one of the most popular travel routes through Turkey, and the country quickly earns a position on the average globetrotter’s list of great places to visit in a lifetime.
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Turkish troops observing the Australian front line at Gallipoli. (AWM A05299)


For the average Australian tourist, a visit to Turkey remains affordable, although it is not as cheap as it once was. The alert traveller can still find the odd bargain, although haggling is an absolute necessity. The western side of Turkey (where the battlefields are located) is generally regarded as just as safe as most European cities. Despite this, intending visitors are strongly urged to check the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s travel advisories prior to departure, paying particular attention to the section on safety and security.


As a final note, while this guide provides sufficient information on hotels and tourist sites in Istanbul to equip the traveller for a short stay, this book is mainly focused on the Gallipoli area. Visitors planning a longer stay in exotic Istanbul, or a journey to other Turkish cities and towns, should invest in one of the better known guidebooks on Turkey, such as The Lonely Planet’s Turkey (www.lonelyplanet.com) or Frommer’s Turkey (www.frommers.com). Those Gallipoli visitors who are keen to spend more time than suggested in this book, or to research the British sites at Helles, Krithia and Suvla in more detail, are advised to consult one of the recommended tour books detailed in the Bibliography.
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An Australian sniping team looking for targets. (AWM A05765)






SECTION 2: SOME BASIC FACTS





WHY DO I NEED A GUIDEBOOK TO THE BATTLEFIELDS?


The Anzac area at Gallipoli is unique among battlefields. While large areas over which the British and French fought have been returned to farmland or villages, the rugged, steep cliffs that both shocked and challenged the waves of Australians and New Zealanders in 1915 remain largely untouched. One can still walk through Monash Valley and spot the Turkish sniper locations or stand in a trench-line at The Nek or Lone Pine and see just how close ‘Johnnie’ Turk actually was. And it is still common to trip over a piece of shrapnel, find bullets and cartridge cases sticking out of the dirt and, sadly, even uncover human remains.


A reliable guidebook, or an informed guide, should be able to draw the attention of the visitor to all of this and more. There is so much to see that the unwary traveller is likely to miss half of the key locations (such as the lovely Shrapnel Valley and Shell Green cemeteries and the magnificent views from Plugge’s Plateau) and waste time wandering aimlessly. Those eight months of the peninsula campaign were so extraordinarily eventful that a quick drive around the area cannot do the location justice or provide the visitor with a sense of the sacrifice made by so many fellow Australians.
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Shell Green Cemetery.


[image: image]


The view north from Plugge’s Plateau towards Suvla.


DO I NEED A GUIDE?


Travellers who have only half a day to tour the area should take one of the suggested guided tours (see Section 13, Guided Tours) and use this book to supplement the tour. While the guides are generally good, they can sometimes provide a distorted view of the campaign, perpetuate some of the old myths of the battles and, due to time constraints, will not visit all of the key locations. Those who have longer than half a day and ready access to a car are strongly urged to take their own tours using this book to plan the route. Cheap rental cars are available in the area for day hire, or travellers may negotiate a day’s hire of a cab (see Section 13, Travel around Gallipoli).


HOW MUCH TIME DO I NEED?


Half a day will provide a quick overview of Anzac and enable the traveller to pay a short visit to some of the key sites. However, a full day is required for those who wish to include some of the optional walks and leave the main tourist trails. For those who boast a keen interest in the events of Gallipoli and who are not hamstrung by time constraints, two to three days should be sufficient to allow coverage of most, if not all, of the suggested locations. An additional day is necessary to visit the British sites and memorials at Suvla, Krithia and Cape Helles. Many visitors spend a week in the area. Others complete an organised half-day tour, then return to spend a whole day walking the trails, fossicking in the ravines, spending time at those locations the tour missed or at those spots they want to examine in more detail. Travelling the standard route recommended in this guide will take the average visitor around five to six hours in a car. The optional walks and locations will add an additional half to one full day, depending on which walks are chosen and the pace of walking. A full day is required for those who plan to walk the route and visit only the key sites.


HOW DID THE BATTLEFIELD PLACE-NAMES ORIGINATE?


At the time of the landing, maps were in short supply. Those that did exist had no English names for the topographical features, and few even had Turkish identifiers. This added to the confusion experienced by both the Anzacs and the Turks on that first day. Eventually, however, names were invented to aid navigation around the complex geography of Anzac Cove. Many places were named after individuals who had distinguished themselves there or were otherwise associated with the place. For example, Pope’s (Lieutenant Colonel Harold Pope), Courtney’s (Lieutenant Colonel Richard Courtney), Steele’s (Major Thomas Steele) and Quinn’s Posts (Major Hugh Quinn) were all named after key commanders whose troops occupied these areas. Other locations or features were named after events associated with them, such as Shell Green (due to the frequency with which it was shelled), Sniper’s Ridge (frequented by Turkish snipers) or Battleship Hill (where the guns of the Royal Navy’s ships destroyed a Turkish attack). While some places were not named until after the campaign, all key locations had local names that quickly became familiar. This assisted in the movement of stores and troops and in avoiding confusion during the planning of an attack. The place-names used in this book are those most commonly referred to in the current maps of the area.


GELIBOLU OR GALLIPOLI?


The Turkish town of Gelibolu is not Gallipoli. Despite what the guide in Istanbul might insist, Gelibolu is some 60 kilometres from the battlefield and, while a pretty and charming town, is not recommended as an accommodation base from which to visit the battlefields. Gallipoli is named for the jutting finger peninsula where the fighting took place in 1915 and is known to the Turks as the Gelibolu Peninsula. This area of Turkey, including the narrow section of the Dardanelles directly opposite Çanakkale (the Narrows or Çanakkale Straits), has been a battleground for over 3,000 years.
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View across the straits from Çanakkale at sunrise.


TURKEY OR THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE?


The Turkish nation was founded in 1923. During the First World War, the Anzacs actually fought against the Ottoman Empire. This empire emerged in the late thirteenth century and reached its zenith at the end of the sixteenth century. From this time on, the political fortunes of the empire were mixed and, by the outbreak of the First World War, the Ottoman Empire was in serious decline, although it still held territory in Syria, Palestine, Arabia and Mesopotamia. With the Treaty of Versailles in 1919, the Ottoman Empire lost much of its territory, reduced in size to the boundaries of its Turkish homeland. Political change championed by Mustafa Kemal, famous for his command of the Ottomans against the Anzacs at Gallipoli, saw the rise of the modern Republic of Turkey in 1923. For ease of reference, this book uses the words ‘Turkey’ and ‘Turk’ in place of ‘Ottoman Empire’ and ‘Ottoman’.


WHO FOUGHT AT GALLIPOLI?


The Australians and New Zealanders who served in the nine-month campaign at Gallipoli were members of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC). The Australians formed an all-volunteer force, and joined for a wide variety of reasons. These reasons included employment, travel, excitement and, arguably most importantly, a sense of duty. Today, many Aussies and Kiwis believe that their compatriots were alone in fighting the Turks at Gallipoli. In fact, there was a substantially larger British force and a wider variety of nationalities than those that feature in the popular conception. Apart from the Anzacs, other members of the British Empire whose soldiers fought at Gallipoli included Ceylon, India, Nepal and Newfoundland. In addition, France contributed substantial naval and army support, with regiments from Algeria, Morocco and Senegal. Russian, Syrian and Palestinian Jewish refugees also participated, as the presence of the Zion Mule Corps attests. On the other side, a small but valuable (at least to the Turks) team of German officers, advisers and planners provided crucial support to the Turkish Army.


HOW MANY FOUGHT AND DIED AT GALLIPOLI?


Approximately 480,000 Allied (mainly British, Australian, New Zealand and French) soldiers fought in the short campaign, along with some 500,000 Turks. The Australian contingent numbered around 50,000. British casualties (including Imperial forces) exceeded 140,000, including over 21,850 Australians and 7,553 New Zealanders. The remains of over 14,000 Commonwealth soldiers have never been found. Significantly, French casualties at Gallipoli were greater than those of the combined Anzac force (around 30,000), yet most Australians and New Zealanders know little about the French contribution to the campaign. On the opposing side, no-one, not even the Turks themselves, knows the true casualty figure for the Turkish Army. Estimates place this figure at over 250,000.


WHY WAS GALLIPOLI IMPORTANT?


The Dardanelles (also known as the Hellespont at the time of the First World War) is actually a narrow strait connecting the Mediterranean and Aegean seas to the Mamara and Black Seas. It is narrowest directly opposite the town of Çanakkale (about 1.4 kilometres across) which, consequently, acquired enormous strategic importance in the protection of Turkey’s capital, Constantinople (now Istanbul). The ancient city of Troy was located near the entrance to the Dardanelles and gained its wealth by taxing the trading ships entering the strait. In 481 BC the army of King Xerxes the First of Persia crossed the Dardanelles near Çanakkale, followed 150 years later by Alexander the Great. Throughout the Byzantine period (from the fourth to the fifteenth century) the Dardanelles were heavily used and, consequently, fought over by more armies than history can record, including the crusaders. By the early Ottoman period (fourteenth century), the villages on either side of the Narrows (Çanakkale, Eceabat and Kilitbahir) had been heavily fortified and the passage along the Dardanelles and, consequently, through the entrance to Constantinople, tightly controlled.
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Çimenlik Castle, Çanakkale.


HOW LARGE IS THE BATTLEFIELD AREA?


As the crow flies, the Anzac battlefield is about 6.5 kilometres long (from the Gaba Tepe Information Centre in the south to the 7th Field Ambulance cemetery in the north) and around 3.5 kilometres wide (from Ari Burnu in the west to the heights of the New Zealand memorial at Chunuk Bair). With the inclusion of the British, French and Turkish sites, the area is over 35 kilometres long (from Suvla Bay in the north to the Cape Helles memorial) and 10 kilometres wide (from Ari Burnu to Eceabat).


GALLIPOLI PENINSULA
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	North Beach
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	Shell Green Cemetery
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	Ari Burnu Cemetery
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	Lone Pine Memorial
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	Anzac Cove
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	Johnston’s Jolly Cemetery
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	Shrapnel Valley Cemetery
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	4th Bn Parade Ground Cemetery
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	Plugge’s Plateau Cemetery
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	Courtney’s & Steele’s Cemetery
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	Quinn’s Post Cemetery


	12b [image: image]


	Baby 700 Cemetery
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	Turkish Memorial
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	Chunuk Bair
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	The Nek
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	The Farm
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	Walker’s Ridge Cemetery
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	Russell’s Top
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The Anzac battlefield. (Image by Mark Wahlert)


WHEN WAS THE FIRST ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATION?


Anzac Day was first commemorated on 25 April 1916, one year after the original landing, when church services were held in Melbourne, Brisbane and London. In 1923, encouraged by the newly formed Returned Servicemen’s Association (now the Returned Services League, or RSL), each Australian state gazetted 25 April as a public holiday. Anzac Day veterans’ marches first occurred in 1925, with the first official dawn service held at Sydney’s Cenotaph in 1927. While an Anzac Day beach service was first held at Gallipoli in 1925, these did not become popular until the 1980s. Today, thousands of Australians and New Zealanders attend the Anzac Day service at the commemorative site at North Beach (Stand 1).


WHO LOOKS AFTER THE ANZAC CEMETERIES?


The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) was created in 1917 to establish and maintain permanent cemeteries for all Commonwealth forces. Each member of the Commonwealth contributes to its running costs. The CWGC base near North Beach ensures that the 31 Allied cemeteries at Gallipoli (six at Helles, four at Suvla and 21 at Anzac) are meticulously maintained. The names of those who have no known grave are recorded on one of the ‘memorials to the missing’. The Australian memorial to the missing is located at Lone Pine (or at the Helles memorial for those killed in the Second Battle of Krithia). The New Zealand memorials lie at Chunuk Bair, Hill 60, Lone Pine and Twelve Tree Copse.


WHERE ARE THE TURKISH CEMETERIES?


There are no large Turkish military cemeteries on the Peninsula, although there are numerous memorials. The key Turkish memorials are the Çanakkale Martyrs’ Memorial at Morto Bay, Cape Helles (near ‘S’ Beach), the Turkish Soldier’s Memorial on Chunuk Bair (Stand 13) and the memorial and open-air mosque for the 57th Regiment near Quinn’s Post (Stand 9). There are also a number of Turkish memorials and small cemeteries on the Asian shore of the Dardanelles, testament to the emphasis Turkish history places on the victory of the Turkish Navy on 18 March as opposed to the subsequent fighting on the Peninsula. A full list of the war cemeteries and memorials on the Gallipoli Peninsula can be found at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_war_cemeteries_and_memorials_on_the_Gallipoli_Peninsula
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Turkish 57th Regiment Memorial.


HOW CAN I LOCATE A PARTICULAR GRAVE?


The CWGC has an excellent website at www.cwgc.org The site will allow a search of the CWGC database of 1.7 million men and women of the Commonwealth forces who died during the two world wars and the 23,000 cemeteries, memorials and other locations worldwide where they are commemorated. Cemetery plans describing the cemeteries at Gallipoli are available online to aid in the location of a specific grave or memorial.


WHY ARE VISITORS STILL FINDING HUMAN REMAINS AT GALLIPOLI?


The vast majority of those killed at Gallipoli received no formal burial. While the Australians and New Zealanders constructed numerous cemeteries during the campaign, for various reasons, including inaccessibility, many men were left unburied by the time of the withdrawal. War Graves staff first came to Gallipoli in 1919 to construct new cemeteries and inter those Allied soldiers left on the battlefield; however, the ravages of time and the course of the original battle, meant that many men remained missing. Among the Australian casualties, for example, 61% have no known grave, while for the New Zealanders this figure is even higher at 78%. Add to this the fact that the Turkish government did not establish formal cemeteries for their fallen following the war, and the argument that the entire battlefield area should be considered one vast burial ground gathers strength.








Skull unearthed by rain at Lone Pine.


Note the distinct puncture mark at the base of the skull, most likely caused by a projectile.
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WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I FIND ANY REMAINS?


All visitors to the Gallipoli National Park should note that it is illegal to dig for artifacts or remains in the park. Occasionally, however, a bone fragment may work its way to the surface through the effects of weather and erosion. If remains are sighted, the CWGC’s advice is that the fragment should simply be re-buried. Should more substantial remains be located, visitors are asked to mark the spot and immediately report the find to the Commission’s office in Çanakkale, telephone number +90 (0)286 217 1010.




Gallipoli is one large cemetery. Outside those buried in the numerous cemeteries and memorials at Anzac, there are literally tens of thousands for whom there is no known grave (including more than 86,000 Turks). This makes the entire battlefield one vast burial ground. For this reason, due respect should be shown while walking this hallowed ground. In 2006, while walking behind Lone Pine, I discovered human remains that had been uncovered by recent rains. I reported the find to the local CWGC staff and the remains were quickly and respectfully buried in a less conspicuous location.







WHO WAS MUSTAFA KEMAL?


Mustafa Kemal, or Kemal Atatürk (meaning Father Turk), is revered throughout modern Turkey as an immortal hero and an extraordinary leader. In all public offices, bus stops, banks and businesses, a picture of Kemal Atatürk is prominently displayed. Sculptures or monuments to him stand in many parks and public areas, and in front of numerous government buildings. Born in present day Greece, Kemal initially pursued a military career with the Turkish Army in Syria. Fascinated by politics, he joined the Young Turk revolutionary movement which, in 1909, deposed the Sultan. In 1915 he was the commander of the 19th Infantry Division at Gallipoli, the main Turkish reserve at the time of the Anzac landing. Using initiative a good grasp of tactics, Kemal stopped the Anzac breakout, contained them within their small beachhead and thwarted several ambition allied plans to capture the heights of the Sari Bair range. Kemal was the driving force behind the creation of the Republic of Turkey in 1923 and became its first President. He implemented sweeping political, economic and cultural changes in Turkey and is credited with creating a modern, democratic and secular state based on Western principles of governance. More than almost anywhere else in Turkey, Kemal’s presence is particularly noticeable in Çanakkale (the largest of the towns near the Gallipoli battlefields). It was at Gallipoli that Kemal played a key role in the defeat of the Anzacs while commanding the Turkish 19th Division. Visitors strolling around any of the towns on the Peninsula, or even touring the battlefield, are constantly reminded of Kemal Atatürk’s role in driving off the invader.
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Mustafa Kemal (AWM P04621_002)









SECTION 3: THE ORIGINS OF THE GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN





TURKEY’S ENTRY INTO WORLD WAR I


At the time of the outbreak of World War I in August 1914, Europe consisted of two armed camps: the Central Powers of Germany and Austria-Hungary, and the Triple Entente of Britain, France and Russia. Both camps were committed to their partners through a complex web of alliances. In the period prior to the war, Turkey—or the Ottoman Empire as it was then known—appeared uncommitted. Both Britain and Germany courted Ottoman Turkey, hoping to secure its allegiance. However, a combination of ham-fisted diplomacy by Britain, an opportunistic Germany, and the fact that Russia was a traditional enemy of Turkey, brought Turkey closer to the Central Powers. In October 1914, with Germany’s blessing, Turkey closed the Dardanelles to the Triple Entente and raided Russia. Russia responded by declaring war on Turkey, and the remaining Entente powers, Britain and France, followed suit a short time later.


WHY ATTACK TURKEY?


The Allied attack on Gallipoli was, in many ways, a direct consequence of the stalemate in France at the end of 1914, combined with a desire to prop up an ailing ally—Russia. While the German advance on Paris had been halted, neither the French nor the British had been able to turn the tide. The combatants dug in and a seemingly interminable stalemate resulted. The Germans had enjoyed some success on their Eastern Front where they had crippled the Russian army. Once Turkey entered the war on Germany’s side, Russia was faced with a new threat—a Turkish advance through the Caucasus.


As the deadlock continued on the Western Front, Britain and France looked for a way to outflank Germany. The British First Lord of the Admiralty (and later Britain’s Prime Minister in World War II), Winston Churchill, was a strong advocate of a naval attack on Turkey—the ‘soft underbelly of Europe’—as a way of opening a back door into Germany. Indeed, while history regards Churchill as the author of the Gallipoli expedition, the Royal Navy had long regarded an attack on Turkey as a key means of defending British possessions in Egypt and the Suez (although their own staff papers had shown it an almost impossible task). In the end, Churchill was successful in arguing for a purely naval assault to force the Dardanelles and allow the Royal Navy to threaten Constantinople. This action, or so it was believed, would immediately result in Turkey’s surrender and the gaining of access to the Black Sea and a secure supply route to Russia.


In February 1915, Lord Kitchener, Britain’s Secretary of State for War, issued instructions for the Dardanelles operation and alerted British forces in Egypt, along with the newly arrived Australian and New Zealand troops, for possible employment in support. The British planners firmly believed that the Turks would be easily defeated and that no ground forces would be necessary, except to occupy Turkish coastal forts and Constantinople itself.
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Replica of the Nusrat. The Nusrat was a small Turkish mine-laying vessel that played an important role in the Turkish naval victory over the combined Allied fleet in March 1915.


NAVAL ATTACK


The guns of the Royal Navy and French navy ships first fired on the Turkish forts on 19 February 1915. The initial attack involved about seventy warships, with a quick victory expected. However, a combination of strong Turkish resistance, poor Allied gunnery, and bad weather meant that it was a week before even the outer forts of Seddülbahir and Kumkale could be taken. Worse was to come for the Allies. On 18 March, having failed to silence the Turkish mobile artillery batteries or even the forts further along the straits, the Allied navies opened a major naval assault with sixteen battleships. This was designed to be a knockout punch. Instead, it turned into one of Britain’s worst naval disasters. Several ships were hit by Turkish guns and six capital ships struck undetected mines. Admiral De Robeck, the Commander of the East Mediterranean Squadron, withdrew his ships and advised London that troops were required to capture the Peninsula and silence the Turkish guns before his ships could make passage through the Dardanelles.
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A couple of ‘diggers’ train in Egypt before the Gallipoli campaign. Note that the nickname ‘digger’ actually was not attributed to the Australian soldier until they moved to France in 1916. (Artwork by Jeff Isaacs)


It is difficult to appreciate today how immense a victory this was for the Turks. The combined French and Royal navies represented a formidable force and Turkey was expected to capitulate quickly; the notion of a Turkish victory was simply unthinkable. This victory is still commemorated each March in Çanakkale, and the various small towns and villages in the area. Modern-day tourists are reminded frequently of this victory in displays of Turkish national pride.


A replica of the celebrated Turkish vessel, Nusrat, rests in the grounds of the Çanakkale military museum. The Nusrat was a small mine-laying warship that played a crucial role in the defeat of the Allied navies in 1915. Visitors taking the ferry across to Çanakkale from Eceabat for the first time should look towards the hills north of the town. There, prominently cut into one of the hills is the simple inscription ‘18 Mart 1915’. This is the date celebrated by the Turks as marking their victory at Gallipoli: 18 March 1915—a full five weeks before the Anzacs had even landed.


THE ARMY OPTION


Having been warned out for operations by General Haig, the British Army in Egypt had already planned an assault on the Dardanelles within days of the naval defeat. In March 1915, General Sir Ian Hamilton was appointed to command the newly formed Mediterranean Expeditionary Force. This force consisted of around 75,000 troops from Britain, France and the largely untested armies of Australia and New Zealand. There were also around 1,600 horses, donkeys and mules.


The defeat of the Allied navies was regarded as extremely embarrassing by both the British and French commanders. In their haste to capture the Peninsula and allow a face-saving resumption of naval operations, General Hamilton and his staff committed a number of grave errors. There were few maps of the areas to be assaulted and intelligence on the enemy was sparse to non-existent. Because no overall commander had been appointed, cooperation between the Naval Commander, De Robeck, the Force Commander, Hamilton, and the General Officer Commanding Egypt, Sir John Maxwell, was poorly coordinated and the planning marked by confusion, turf protection and indecision. By far the most significant flaw, however, was the contempt in which the Allied planning staff held the Turks. Little effort was made to deceive Turkey on the nature of Allied intentions, effectively robbing the Allies of any vestige of strategic surprise. Security in Egypt was poor and it was obvious to all that a major campaign was about to be launched and that the target was Turkey. Indeed, the Egyptian Gazette in Cairo announced the arrival of the various contingents and openly discussed the coming campaign. Mail to some Allied troops was already being addressed to the ‘Constantinople Expeditionary Force’. While it was accurately assumed that the Turkish Army was poorly trained, equipped and led, no allowance was made for the fact that Turkey had over a month to prepare for any landing and had acquired an efficient cadre of German officers to help plan her defence.


The Allied plan was simple. It involved a straightforward assault using the British 29th Division to capture the southern tip of the Peninsula around Cape Helles, while the two Anzac divisions (1st Australian Division and the Australian and New Zealand Division) would land further north at Gaba Tepe. The French were to make a diversionary assault at Besika Bay, while the actual landing occurred at Kumkale. The 29th Division was to quickly capture the forts along the southern edge of the Peninsula, while the French would seal the opposite end of the strait. The Anzacs were to protect the British left flank and march inland to cut the Peninsula in two.


THE TURKISH ARMY AT GALLIPOLI


Prior to the disastrous Allied naval attacks in March, any land invasion launched along the Gallipoli Peninsula almost certainly would have been successful. The area was viewed by the Commander of the Turkish 5th Army as a relatively low priority and was defended by units that were under strength, lacking in almost every type of military equipment, poorly organised for a defensive battle and badly led. Most of the frontline soldiers had only a few rounds of ammunition, were supported by an unreliable supply chain and were forced to wear items of their own civilian clothing to compensate for a shortage of uniforms.
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