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To my son, Cannon, the driving force behind my journey after God’s heart.






INTRODUCTION

Black Girl Magic is really a thing! God has instilled something special within Black women that must be nurtured, embraced, celebrated, and shared with the world. In order for Black women to walk boldly in our magic, however, we are required to have deep intimacy and oneness with God while growing in our faith and relationship with Him.

Black Girl Magic is a special brand of spirituality and sisterhood that allows us to call forth our authentic selves by learning to live unapologetically in who we are. It’s our divine inheritance made for us when we were created in His very image. Black women have the opportunity to become unique contributors to the Kingdom of God. It is God who calls us to this. However, we often face barriers that make it difficult for us to recognize the true essence of the calling and purpose of our lives.

This is where our relationship and intimacy with God come into play. The truth of our identity lies in the hands and heart of the one who created us. It is in His image that we were designed, so coming to know the depths of God’s core reveals to us our unique makeup. Reclaiming our self-image not only fuels our self-confidence and worth, it also equips us with the ability to fulfill the destiny God strategically planned for our lives. When you know who you are, you understand the importance of your existence. Your purpose becomes clear when God can trust that you—the you HE called you to be—will fearlessly embrace your divine assignment.

This devotional is a tool for weekly reflection, awareness of your God-given power, building intimacy with God, and growth as a Christian woman. It is also a tool that will empower you to push past societal influences that we, as Black women, often allow to limit our identities; and instead embrace the identity given to us by God. This opens the pathway for God to reveal our purpose and calling.

This devotional will minister to your soul, renew your thoughts, and enliven your spirit. So, let’s awaken your faith in Christ’s ability to reveal who He has created us to be. Walk proudly and boldly in His will for your life.


HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL

This devotional provides practical biblical principles and inspiration to empower Black Christian women to build intimacy with God, to embrace our identities in Christ, to identify our God-given purpose, and to walk confidently in our calling.

This devotional is split into three parts: Identity, Purpose, and Calling. Unearthing your identity in Christ is the foundation for discovering your life’s purpose and walking in your calling. As you journey through the three biblical principles in this devotional, you will walk away more confident in the who (identity), why (purpose), and what (calling) as it relates to your walk with Christ. You will become more empowered, equipped, and confident in your spiritual walk and using your Black Girl Magic to embark on your heavenly assignment. Each week contains one Bible verse, one devotional lesson, and one reflective thought or activity such as:


	a biblical affirmation

	a journal prompt

	a prayer

	a weekly homework assignment (e.g., meditate on this week’s Bible verse for 10 minutes per day)



The weekly Bible verse is designed for you to meditate and reflect upon while also building familiarity with God’s Word. Throughout this devotional, I use Bible verses from the New Living Translation (NLT), the New International Version (NIV), the English Standard Version (ESV), and The Message (MSG). The version selected for each week is based upon the vernacular and what would be more comprehensible for the reader and the devotional message.

The weekly devotional messages provide context to the scripture and how it relates to your walk and growth with Jesus Christ as a Black woman. The corresponding reflective activity encourages practical application of the week’s scripture and devotion. So, be sure to thoroughly engage with each portion of the week’s lesson to experience the full benefits of combining God’s Word, biblical wisdom, and real-life application that will empower a spirit of boldness and cultivate closeness with God.

The weekly devotionals are undated to allow you the freedom to engage at your leisure. However, it’s best practice to start the weekly devotional at the beginning of the week (Sunday or Monday), as many of the reflective activities call for participation throughout the week.

True spiritual growth and life transformation are results of the intentionality we put into prioritizing our time and relationship with God! Therefore, it helps to schedule a specific day and time of the week to complete the weekly devotional to build consistency and your commitment to this journey. You can do this by putting your time with God on your calendar, setting a weekly/daily alarm, or recruiting an accountability partner.
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Week 1 Dear Black Girl Magic…





SCRIPTURE

Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. Psalm 139:14 (NLT)




DEVOTIONAL

God took his time creating us. Every day we continue to defy the odds and achieve everything society once said we couldn’t. This was no mistake by God. From NASA to the classroom, Black women have continued to excel and shatter glass ceilings while setting our own standards of beauty, business, and everything in between. We often refer to this as our Black Girl Magic. Black Girl Magic speaks to our confidence, strength, and independence, which is natural to us. These characteristics are things we are born with. We could be born without sight, hearing, arms, or hands and still have that magic within us.

One day while journaling, I decided to write love letters to Black Girl Magic. I wanted to acknowledge and celebrate the complexity and uniqueness given to us by God. So, on a sheet of paper, I wrote:


Dear Black Girl Magic,

Failure is not an option! The only way we fail is if we give up! Taking breaks and giving ourselves grace is totally acceptable. Because let’s face it—our magic can get messy at times. But quitting is NOT allowed! There may be turbulence, layovers, bumps, and detours on the journey, but we must stay the course!

Dear Black Girl Magic,

Together with God, we are unstoppable. The creator gifted me with you to help me live my purpose out loud! So, there are two very important things I want you to remember:

1. With God, we can conquer anything we set our intentions on.

2. Because of God, we already have! The victory is already won (1 Corinthians 15:57), and nothing or no one can do anything about it!

Dear Black Girl Magic,

We have only just begun! I know it has been a wild ride thus far, but we have not reached our peak. There is so much more in store. Eyes have not seen, and ears have not heard all that awaits if we just keep pushing through!







REFLECTION

We all have Black Girl Magic inside of us. In a journal or on a piece of paper, write a letter to that Black Girl Magic. What do you want it to know about your past, present, and future?









Week 2 Allow Me to Reintroduce Myself…





SCRIPTURE

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. Psalm 139:14 (NLT)




DEVOTIONAL

If you had to stand in front of a small crowd of strangers and introduce yourself, what would you say? Would you identify yourself as a wife? Mother? Friend? Would you begin to detail your profession and/or passion? What about your interests, hobbies, and things you like to do on the weekends?

My guess would be yes to all of the above.

From the moment we enter the world, our earthly identity begins to take shape. Our families, environment, and societal influences begin to mold us into who we ultimately grow to be. As adults, we tend to identify ourselves by our roles, titles, interpersonal relationships, and careers. Black women are often falsely identified by our appearance, strengths, weaknesses, and socio-economic status. But time and time again, we forget that our true identity rests in Christ and who He intricately and divinely created us to be.

Our heavenly identity and who God called us to be is where our real power and purpose lie. It is what will drive you to show up fully in the roles assigned to you on Earth. It is what makes you beautiful. It is what makes you, well, YOU!




REFLECTION

Below are biblical affirmations that will help you begin to reframe your mind around your spiritual identity. Repeat these affirmations to yourself each day this week to experience a true transformation of the mind!

Affirm:


I am fearfully and wonderfully made. (Psalm 139:14)

I am gifted for greatness. (1 Corinthians 12: 4–7)

I am empowered to accomplish God’s will. (Ephesians 1:17–21)

I am a crown of glory. (Proverbs 12:4)

I am God’s masterpiece. (Ephesians 2:10)

I am the Lord’s own treasured possession. (Malachi 3:17)

I am a child of God. (John 1:12)











Week 3 A Woman’s Work





SCRIPTURE

She is clothed with strength and dignity, and she laughs without fear of the future. Proverbs 31:25 (NLT)




DEVOTIONAL

The Bible makes clear the importance of a woman’s role on Earth. God created women to be helpmates, encouragers, and givers of life. We are wives, mothers, sisters, and friends. We continue to break barriers and shatter glass ceilings as homemakers, CEOs, world leaders, and much more.

In recent years we have become our strongest advocates for change and equality through social justice movements. Additionally, we have countless biblical examples of strong women, like Mary, Rachel, Hannah, Ruth, and Queen Esther, defying the odds and being chosen by God to complete miraculous works.

Despite all the wonders that come with being a woman, society has often made us feel less than and incapable as we maneuver through womanhood. For many of us, it’s hard to admit that we struggle with the feminine identity given to us by God. We are afraid that the things that make us women disqualify us from being warriors for God. We do not think it is okay to depend on God for protection or provision, and we spend more time trying to prove our strength than we do trying to rely on His.

The bad thing is that our culture mocks us for our femininity and praises us when we display masculine energy. Thankfully Jesus has already restored the compromised identities of His people, and He does not expect us to fight this battle of reclaiming our womanhood alone.

Oh sweet Daughter of the King, it is time to reclaim our God-given identity as we usher in a new era of the Kingdom of God.




REFLECTION

Recite this prayer over yourself and every woman in your life:

Heavenly Father, you are the masterful creator of everything that makes me a warrior woman in your Kingdom. Father, thank you for creating me to be virtuous in your likeness and strength. Grant me the ability to balance the softness of my femininity and the boldness to fight against the plots and schemes of the enemy. May I walk my path of womanhood fearlessly and faithfully as the woman you created me to be! In Jesus’s name, amen.









Week 4 Mirror, Mirror





SCRIPTURE

She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her. Proverbs 3:15 (NLT)




DEVOTIONAL

I’m sure many of us have heard the saying, “Comparison is the thief of joy.” Well, it’s true! In a world where we constantly consume the highlight reels of family, friends, and strangers across media outlets, it’s becoming increasingly difficult to dodge the comparison trap.

Between social media, news outlets, magazines, and “reality” television, standards for success and beauty have risen to, oftentimes, impossible and unrealistic heights. But would you believe that the spirit of comparison didn’t start with the media? Nope! In fact, the comparison trap swept through generations dating back to biblical times.

Let’s head over to the book of Genesis and take a look at the story of sisters Rachel and Leah, for example. Both women, who were married to Jacob, struggled with comparing themselves to one another. Rachel, seemingly infertile, grew bitter toward Leah, who was able to bear Jacob several children. On the other hand, Leah compared her worth as a wife by the abundance of love and affection Jacob showed Rachel, and not her.

With each child Leah birthed, she hoped and prayed Jacob’s love for her would grow, while Rachel battled with envy and discontentment as a result of difficulties conceiving a child with Jacob. Rachel and Leah’s self-worth, self-identity, joy, and peace began to deteriorate, in turn creating bitterness toward God.

As the story continues, you’ll later find out that God had a plan for each woman all along. No matter how much they compared themselves against the other, nothing could change the journey or destiny God put before them.

Sometimes we compare ourselves to other people. “I’m not as successful as her” or “I don’t have what she has.” We look at others and think, if only we had their jobs, possessions, life experiences, or talents then our lives would be better. In reality, those things won’t make us more content with ourselves unless they align with God’s plan for our lives.

God’s will for your life was set before you were created. God isn’t going to change the vision intended for you because you desire the life of someone else. So, when you find yourself falling into a pattern of comparison, focus on what makes you stand out from everyone else around you. Focus on what makes YOU unique!





REFLECTION

In a journal or on a piece of paper, write a list of 20 things that you love about yourself. I know it’s sometimes difficult to highlight positive attributes about ourselves, so if you find yourself stuck, ask a close family member or friend. It may feel silly or uncomfortable, but those who love us the most often see wonderful things about us that we don’t recognize.









Week 5 Road to Discovery





SCRIPTURE

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 1 John 3:1 (NIV)




DEVOTIONAL

We all have moments when we can’t quite figure out who we are. This lack of awareness may make us feel like failures—like we are not good enough to advance in our careers or life, or that there’s something wrong with us because we cannot communicate our desires or life goals. But what if we stopped trying to figure out who we are and instead tried to discover who God made us to be? Actor David A. R. White once said, “Life isn’t always about finding yourself. More often than not, it’s about discovering who God created you to be.”1
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