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Chapter 1 [image: ] Emily the Perfectionist


I love ending the school day with soccer practice. I like running fast. I like joking around with my teammates. I like the feeling when I kick the ball and it goes into the goal! There’s just one thing I don’t like….

“Ugh! I hate how I feel after soccer,” I complained to my friend Natalie as we walked home. “I’m such a sweaty mess!”

[image: A cheerful illustration of Natalie, with curly hair, smiling and sweating lightly.]

Natalie laughed. “What are you talking about? You look perfect, as usual.”

Then she stopped and stared at my face.

“What?” I asked nervously.

“I was wrong. You do have one hair out of place! Let me fix it. You shouldn’t let anyone else see you like that,” she answered.

I didn’t realize she was joking. I must have looked horrified, because she said, “Emily, I was kidding! You look fine. Great, as always!”

Even though she was kidding, I touched my head, trying to find the stray hair.

[image: An illustration of Emily holding her ponytail with a worried expression, while touching her head with her other hand.]

[image: Emily’s hand carefully pours batter into a muffin tray using a measuring spoon.]

Natalie knows me pretty well. When we’re baking cupcakes for our club, she has seen me carefully scoop the batter into the mini tins without spilling a drop. She’s seen me use a tweezer to put sprinkles on each cupcake, one by one. She knows that I check every cupcake before we pack them up for a client.

[image: Emily’s hand uses tweezers to place small decorative sprinkles on a frosted cupcake.]

[image: Emily examines a plate of cupcakes with a magnifying glass, smiling as she observes its perfection.]

I pick out the ones that aren’t pretty enough and replace them with better ones.

“People are paying us money for these,” I would tell my friends. “They have to be perfect!”

[image: A neatly organized drawer with folded socks in various patterns and colors, divided into compartments.]

Natalie still hasn’t seen all of me, though. She doesn’t know that I neatly roll my socks and arrange them in a drawer by color. She didn’t see me cry that time I got a 98 on a spelling test instead of 100. She doesn’t know that I steam all my shirts to get the wrinkles out.

[image: Emily cries while she holds a spelling test with a score of 98.]

[image: Emily uses a handheld steamer on a shirt while Katie watches from the doorway, holding books.]

“Who does that anymore, Emily?” Katie, my stepsister, always asks me. “You’re being too hard on yourself.”

Is Katie right? I wondered. Being perfect all the time is exhausting!





[image: Katie in a striped hoodie smiles while organizing art supplies, including markers, glitter jars, paper, and yarn, on a table.]





Chapter 2 [image: ] Not Glitter!


When I got to my dad’s house, Katie was at the kitchen table with a bunch of art supplies spread out. I could hear popcorn popping in the microwave.

“Hey, Em, want a snack?” she asked.

“Save me some, please,” I replied. “I have to get ready. My mom’s coming to pick me up soon.”

The popcorn was making the house smell good, so I hurried through my routine.


    [image: Two framed family photos. The frame on the left shows Emily with her dad, her stepmom, Sharon, and Katie. The other frame shows Emily with her mother. ]


I’m used to the fact that I live in two different houses now. One is with Katie, my dad, and my stepmom, Sharon. The other one is my mom’s place. Sometimes it can get confusing. But I use my calendar to keep track of where I’m supposed to be every day.

[image: A spiral-bound desk calendar with a colorful design, checklist, and a grid layout, surrounded by pencils and an eraser.]

I came downstairs with my duffel bag full of clothes and my school backpack. I took a seat in front of the popcorn bowl and grabbed a small handful.

“Whatcha making?” I asked Katie.

[image: Emily eats popcorn from a bowl while sitting on a stool. She holds two bags.]


    [image: Emily sits at a table with Katie. They are surrounded by art supplies and decorations placed on the table. Some of the cutouts spell out “HAPPY," "BIRTHDAY," and “EMMA.” ]


“It’s Emma’s birthday in a few days,” Katie began. “Everyone in the Cupcake Club is going to her house for a sleepover. And there’s a school dance the next day.”

Katie pushed a piece of brown hair behind her ear. I noticed she had a pink marker stain topped with glitter on her cheek.

“Emma’s favorite color is pink. And I found this tube of pink glitter with the art supplies. I just knew I had to make her a sparkly sign. See?”

[image: Katie looks concerned while holding a tangled “Happy Birthday Emma” banner with dripping glitter and sparkles around it.]

As soon as Katie said the word “glitter,” my skin began to crawl. Then she held up the sign. It was cute! But the glitter started to drop off right away, getting all over the table.

“Not glitter!” I wailed. I ran to the sink to dampen a paper towel. That was the only way to clean up glitter. That stuff is evil. It gets everywhere!
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