












Our purpose at Howard Books is to:


• Increase faith in the hearts of growing Christians


• Inspire holiness in the lives of believers


• Instill hope in the hearts of struggling people everywhere


            Because He’s coming again!






	
[image: image] Published by Howard Books, a division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.


1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020


http://www.howardpublishing.com



The Bible Bathroom Book © 2008 by Mark Littleton

All rights reserved, including the right to reproduce this book or portions thereof in any form whatsoever. For information, address Permission Department, Simon & Schuster, 1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data


Littleton, Mark R.


  The Bible bathroom book : information for those who have only minutes to read / Mark Littleton.


    p. cm.


 Summary: “A collection of information, trivia, definitions, quotes, and lists about the Bible in a format for quick, easy reading”—Provided by publisher.


 1. Bible—Miscellanea. I. Title.


   BS538.L58 2008


  220—dc 22     2007032435

ISBN-13: 978-1-4165-9231-0


ISBN-10: 1-4165-9231-8

HOWARD and colophon are registered trademarks of Simon & Schuster, Inc.

Edited by Mary McNeil

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise noted, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (NASB) are taken from the New American Standard Bible. Copyright © 1960, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.


Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.

Visit us on the World Wide Web:


http://www.SimonSays.com






To my daughter Alisha,

who at the age of seventeen committed her life to

Jesus in a way that marvelously changed her forever, in

a multitude of wonderful ways that maybe someday I

will write about. I look forward to seeing you grow in

the likeness of Jesus in the days ahead. And if you read

this book and it helps, let me know. I’d be interested

to hear of anything new you learned or any points you

happen to disagree with.
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HOW TO USE


THIS BOOK



This is a book about the Bible, but it is not a Bible dictionary, encyclopedia, or reference book. Yes, the facts are facts (and any fictions are made obvious). But they are arranged in a way to make quick, easy reading, such as you might do while sitting on the toilet or after taking a shower. It does not demean the Bible at all that I have conceived of this book as a “bathroom” book. Everyone reads something while using the bathroom; it’s a good way to pass the time (no pun intended). Why not, then, read something with substance, but not so much substance that your mind starts to quiver, moan, and wail with the intensity of a person undergoing “flaming death” à la A Bug’s Life? (If you haven’t seen it, ask your children; they’ll know all about it.)

This book gives you bite-size chunks of information that are fun, interesting, engrossing, compelling, and at times humorous, gross, and/or idiotic. I admit, some of the fun in this book comes strictly from my own sense of humor, which has been described as “moronic” by my wife, “subhuman” by my eighteen-year-old daughter in college, and “really cool” by my nine-year-old. Alas, there are no booger jokes for those of you who pick these out immediately (another pun not intended). I’d just like you to have some fun, learn some truths about the Bible, and pass the time without straining yourself.

Once you’re done reading a selection, you can put the book down until the next occasion. But you will have learned something in the process, perhaps something useful and good.

The book is not organized around any central principle (other than the Bible, of course). It’s a mishmash of data, jumping from the Old Testament to the New Testament and back again. You will find lists of various kinds, Q & A’s, info dumps, weird facts and truths, and everything else you can imagine.

It’s my hope that you will learn much in this book about the Bible that you didn’t know before. Ultimately, my greatest joy would be to learn that this data has changed your life for the better in some way.








 



BIBLE TRIVIA


How good is your knowledge of Bible trivia?


	How many different books are in the Old Testament?

	How many books are in the New Testament?

	How many different people wrote books of the Bible?

	What languages was the Bible originally written in?

	Which book of the Bible is about “beginnings”?

	Which book of the Bible is about the future?

	What is the longest book of the Bible?

	What is the shortest book of the Bible?

	What is the shortest chapter in the Bible?

	What is the longest chapter in the Bible?



Answers:


	39

	27

	40

	Hebrew, Aramaic, and Koine (common) Greek

	Genesis

	Revelation

	Psalms

	2 John

	Psalm 117

	Psalm 119




WHAT’S IN THE BIBLE?


The Bible is composed of sixty-six separate books or writings. There are thirty-nine specific books by various authors in the Old Testament, and twenty-seven in the New Testament. These books use many different styles of writing. For instance, the first five books of the Old Testament are known as the Torah to Jewish readers or the Books of the Law. These include laws, history, and anecdotal-type stories. Following these are the books of history, from Joshua to Esther. These contain historical details about specific people, times, situations, wars, and so on.


Following these books are the poetry books, from Job to the Song of Songs. These are called poetry not because they are poetic with rhyme and meter like we might think of poetry, but because they are Hebrew forms of poetry, which involve the use of wordplay, symbols, metaphors, similes, and so on.


After these, we have the Major Prophets (from Isaiah to Daniel) and the Minor Prophets, from Hosea to Malachi. These books are all prophetic in nature in that they either contain specific “forth-telling,” which is what God does when he wants to admonish or shame his listeners, and “fore-telling” when God wants to predict some future event.


In the New Testament, you find books of history from Matthew to Acts, letters to the church from Paul and others, from Romans to Jude, and more prophecy—the book of Revelation.


Strangely enough, the Bible contains several forms of writing you probably wouldn’t normally expect in a religious tome. There’s drama, with different speaking parts as in Job and the Song of Songs. Throughout the Bible you find many parables, or short pithy stories designed to teach a point. You will find these mostly in the four Gospels (Matthew through John) as told by Jesus, but you can also read them in many other places throughout the Bible (such as the story used by the prophet Nathan to convict King David of his sin of adultery and murder—see 2 Samuel 12). You will also read statements that God doesn’t agree with, as in the book of Job or the antics of Satan in various places. There are sermons, as in the whole book of Deuteronomy and throughout the Gospels when Jesus preached. Events like miracles, sins (like Cain killing Abel), and proverbs will all inform us in graphic ways of what God wants us to know about himself and his acts in human history.


The Bible uniquely speaks to the youngest children and the oldest adults. In it, there is something for everyone, including you.


WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN?


How do you tell if a person is really a “Christian”? In his first letter, the apostle John said several tests should be applied:

1 JOHN 2:4–6: “The man who says, ‘I know him,’ but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But if anyone obeys his word, God’s love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.”


1 JOHN 2:9: “Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness.”


1 JOHN 3:6: “No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.”


1 JOHN 3:10: “This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.”


1 JOHN 4:8: “Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”


1 JOHN 4:15: “If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.”



BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT


There are thirty-nine books, which are divided into five sections.


LAW OF MOSES (ALSO, THE TORAH, OR PENTATEUCH)


Genesis


Exodus


Leviticus


Numbers


Deuteronomy




HISTORICAL BOOKS


Joshua


Judges


Ruth


1 and 2 Samuel


1 and 2 Kings


1 and 2 Chronicles


Ezra


Nehemiah


Esther




BOOKS OF POETRY


Job


Psalms


Proverbs


Ecclesiastes


Song of Songs




MAJOR PROPHETS (“MAJOR” IN TERMS OF LONGER BOOKS)


Isaiah


Jeremiah


Lamentations (also written by Jeremiah)


Ezekiel


Daniel


Hosea




MINOR PROPHETS (“MINOR” IN THE SENSE OF SHORTER BOOKS)


Joel


Amos


Obadiah


Jonah


Micah


Nahum


Habakkuk


Zephaniah


Haggai


Zechariah


Malachi




TWENTY GREAT QUESTIONS


Difficult questions aren’t unique to contemporary society. Check out these sticky wickets—and their answers—faced by people in the Old Testament.


	How did the world come to be? (Genesis 1)

	How did humankind come to be? (Genesis 2)

	How did evil come into the world? (Genesis 3)

	When did the first murder occur? (Genesis 4)

	What happens when people are left entirely to themselves without a sense or concern for God? (Genesis 6–9 [the Great Flood] and Judges)

	How did the languages of the world come to be? (the story of the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11)

	Why does God let us go through suffering at the hands of our fellow man? (the story of Joseph in Genesis 37–50)

	How can we live successfully? (Exodus 20 [the Ten Commandments] and Proverbs)

	What is God like? (Exodus 32–34)

	How are we to deal with times when we seek God’s blessing and it never seems to come? (the story of Hannah in 1 Samuel 1–2)

	Why do good people suffer tremendous wrong? (the story of Job)

	Why does God make us wait? (Psalm 27)

	Why do unbelievers get rich and prosper? (Psalm 73)

	How does God want a woman to live? (Proverbs 31)

	Is there any real meaning in this life? (Ecclesiastes)

	How does God want a man to live? (Ecclesiastes 7–12)

	How does God want a husband to treat his wife romantically? (Song of Songs)

	How does God feel about people who reject him? (Hosea)

	Does God care about the heathen? (Jonah)

	Why doesn’t God do anything about evil in the world? (Habakkuk)




THE ROYAL FAMILIES


Who were the kings of Israel and Judah?


[image: image]


[image: image]


DIVIDED KINGDOM–JUDAH
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2. Adapted from H. L. Willmington, Willmington’s Book of Bible Lists (Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale House, 1987), 183–86.


BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT


The New Testament comprises twenty-seven books and writings by the disciples (“learners”) and apostles (“sent ones”) of Jesus Christ. These books are accepted by the Christian church worldwide as the final word of God to the world before Jesus comes back again to begin his eternal kingdom. It is New in contrast to the Old, and it is a Testament in that it represents God’s final covenant or agreement with humankind. It is considered the unique, eternal, and supernatural revelation of God through his Spirit to all who will come near and listen. In it are four divisions:


GOSPELS (“GOOD NEWS”)


Matthew


Mark


Luke


John




HISTORY


Acts




EPISTLES


Romans


1 and 2 Corinthians


Galatians


Ephesians


Philippians


Colossians


1 and 2 Thessalonians


1 and 2 Timothy


Titus


Philemon


Hebrews


James


1 and 2 Peter


1, 2, and 3 John


Jude




PROPHECY


Revelation




THE YEARS OF THE BIBLE


The Old Testament begins with Creation, when God made the heavens and the earth, the plants and animals, and finally Adam and Eve. The story moves through history to the time of Malachi, the last prophet of Jewish times, who wrote around 450–400 B.C. The Old Testament touches on many different events in history, including the fall of the tower of Babel, the powerful kingdoms of Assyria, Babylon, Greece, and Rome, and several marvelous stories of the lives of saints who did things in the outside world beyond the borders of Israel (Joseph, Ruth, Esther, Job, Daniel).


The ultimate purpose of the Old Testament was to tell Jewish history, its rises, falls, trials, and tribulations. With that in mind, Genesis quickly moves from world history in chapters 1–11 to Jewish history in chapter 12, chronicling the exploits of Abraham and his children. The story follows in Exodus about Moses’s leadership and Israel leaving slavery from Egypt and traveling to “the land of milk and honey.” We see the rise of the later leaders and judges (in Joshua and Judges) to the beginning of governments run by kings (from King Saul to the last king of Judah, Jehoiakim, before the exile to Babylon in 586 B.C.). After that, we see Jewish history in the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther.


The Old Testament ends with the prophecy of Malachi, who told the people to await the coming of the Messiah.


The Old Testament doesn’t tell a happy story either. It records many of the sins and errors of the first believers, including Noah, who got drunk and lay naked in his tent after the great flood; Abraham, who lied about his wife, Sarah, saying she was his sister; and King David, who committed adultery with Bathsheba and then had her husband murdered. It tells of intrigue, jealousy, anger, lust, and hatred, as well as love, goodness, joy, and peace.


In contrast, the New Testament covers primarily the life of Jesus (in the Gospels) and the early church (Acts). The last book, Revelation, written around A.D. 95, describes a future time of struggle and the eventual second coming of Jesus Christ (although there are many scholars who believe Revelation was fulfilled in A.D. 70, when Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans).


Like the Old Testament, the New Testament tells how it really was. Thus, we find Peter walking on water with Jesus and then sinking because he lost faith at the last second. In Acts we meet Saul (later known as Paul), who attacked and persecuted the first Christians because he believed they were heretics from the true Jewish faith. We also see him marvelously converted while on the Damascus road. He becomes the greatest missionary in Christian history, traveling all over the Roman Empire and spreading the news about Jesus.


The Bible is a very personal book. It tells it like it is, whether we like it or not!


HOW GOD WROTE THE BIBLE WITHOUT PEN AND INK


How God gave us the Bible you read today is an amazing adventure. He used the hands, hearts, and minds of prophets, apostles, scribes, translators, and plain folks to write the Bible. It took over a thousand years to write the Old Testament (from about 1400 B.C., beginning with Moses, to about 400 B.C., ending with Malachi). The whole New Testament came together in less than sixty years, from A.D. 40 to about A.D. 100. God used a three-step process to communicate the Bible to humankind: (1) revelation, (2) inspiration, and (3) translation.


	
Revelation. For the first step, revelation, God was in direct contact with a prophet, apostle, or leader who recorded God’s words. This is different from modern “revelations,” which some Christians believe happen today but are not considered as authoritative as the Bible. Most scholars believe the Bible became complete with the last book of the New Testament, Revelation. Revelation is from the word reveal. Through it (the process, not the book), God revealed things he wanted known: laws (like the Ten Commandments); prophecies of the future (like in Daniel and the book of Revelation); stories and historical events (like Creation, Adam and Eve, the Tower of Babel), and anything else that a prophet could not learn through study, reading, or other sources.

	
Inspiration. When a prophet or apostle received a revelation, he wrote it down in a scroll, on papyrus, or in another format that would preserve it. Inspiration is the process God used to make sure what this person wrote was accurate, and that he didn’t embellish or add his own thoughts to it. Inspiration means “God-breathed,” for the words themselves were the very breath and voice of God. As a prophet wrote what God revealed, God the Holy Spirit led, guided, and helped him write it with perfect accuracy. Often, the person not only wrote down what God had revealed directly to him, but also what he learned through research (see Luke 1:1–4) and study. This did not harm the process, though, because God through his Spirit, made sure what the prophet said was accurate, as 2 Timothy 3:16 says: “All scripture is inspired by God and profitable” (NASB). Readers of those first documents could trust them as the very word of God, without error and flawless.

	
Translation. The Bible was originally written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. Most of today’s readers don’t know those languages and thus could never read the Bible. But God also raised up scholars after the original manuscripts were penned to translate them into modern languages. Jerome, an early scholar who lived from A.D. 345 to 419, translated the Bible from the original languages into Latin. Over the centuries, others have supplied translations, including William Tyndale (Old English) and Martin Luther (German). The standard in English became the King James Version of the Bible, published in 1611, the result of years of research by forty-seven scholars. Today, many other versions are available, including modern paraphrases as well as reader-friendly translations.



LOADING THE OLD TESTAMENT “CANON”


The history of how the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament were collected and recognized as from God himself begins with Moses, who wrote the first five books. From Moses to the time of Christ, the Jews collected and classified the books. Different rabbis argued about the books over the years, whether they were truly from God. For instance, Esther was disputed because God is never mentioned in the whole book. Some thought Proverbs couldn’t be inspired, because of certain contradictions they found in it. Many thought Ecclesiastes shouldn’t be included because the author seemed to have no faith until the very last chapter. Many other books existed throughout the years that were simply discarded, though some were collected in the middle section of the Bible, called the Apocrypha.


The books of the Old Testament that we recognize today were never put together in one volume until shortly after the life of Christ. Everything was settled in A.D. 90. At the Jewish Council of Jamnia, all the leading teachers and scholars gathered to determine what the “Testament” or “Covenant” should be. Arguments were heard. At the end, the only books in dispute—Esther, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, and the Song of Songs—were all summarily declared authoritative and inspired by God.


At that time the whole collection became “canon.” This word (pronounced “cannon”) could be translated, “measuring rod,” and it came to mean the “standard,” in the same sense that the length of a foot or a yard is “standardized” by the U.S. government. When scholars talk about the “canon of Scripture,” they mean the whole collection of books that conform to certain standards of doctrine, dogma, faith, truth, and integrity.


In the New Testament, we find several references to two basic divisions of the Old Testament Scriptures recognized in the first century: “Moses” or the Law, and “the Prophets.” On one occasion, Jesus spoke of “Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms” (Luke 24:44). We take this to prove that by the time of Jesus, the Hebrews had a definite series of books in mind when they spoke of “Scripture.”


The Jews divided the books of the Old Testament three ways: the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and “the writings.” These three categories included all thirty-nine books we know today as the Old Testament.


How do we know for sure that the books we have in our Bible are the ones truly given to us by God?


Over the centuries, scholars have devised certain “tests” to determine its authenticity. What are these tests?


First, was the book inspired by the Holy Spirit? That is, did the believing Jews and the early church recognize from the very beginning that these words had the supernatural stamp of God’s mind and truth?


Second, was the writer one of the prophets? Do we know anything about the writer’s personal history that makes him a person we can trust as a valid prophet of God?


Third, was the book accepted as inspired and authoritative from the time it first appeared and repeatedly throughout history? Did the rabbis and leaders of the church claim the texts as God’s word and did they spread the texts abroad, copying and using them in messages, sermons, and books they wrote?


Every book faced these three tests. Throughout history, both the Jewish leaders and the fathers of the Christian church have agreed that these thirty-nine books and only those books are the very word of God. Many other books were discarded along the way because


	It was obvious the text—because it was full of errors or fantastical, weird, strange, or incomprehensible—could not be from God. Read any of these, such as Belt the Dragon or Ecclesiasticus, books and you will find them very strange indeed, lacking the clarity, vision, and power of the true Word of God.

	Second, it was clear the book was written well after the time of Christ and thus could not have been written by an apostle.

	Third, they were rejected by the early church fathers repeatedly and without apology.



What of the Apocrypha? If you have a Catholic Bible of any kind, you will find in the middle between the Old Testament and New Testament a series of books called the Apocrypha, which means, “hidden things” in Greek. The Roman Catholic Church at the Council of Trent in 1545 declared seven of these books as canonical. However, none of the Jewish synagogues or Protestant churches have proclaimed these seven (or another eight, which you will also find in other Bibles) as truly from God. Protestants regard them merely as “human” writings that contain some valuable history (like 1 and 2 Maccabees), but little more.


THAT’S AN ORDER!


How did the Old Testament get into its present arrangement?


Throughout history, scholars have discovered various organizing systems for the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament—chronological, spiritual, or for memorization purposes. Jews generally referred to the divisions as the Law, the Prophets, and the writings. They often grouped certain books together—Jeremiah and Lamentations, Ruth and Judges, and the twelve “minor prophets”—as single books, even though today Christians know them separately. In A.D. 400 the Jewish Talmud first spoke of the books in the order we find them in today’s Hebrew Bible.


However, the Christian Bible is markedly different in its order (though not in content). In A.D. 170 a church father named Melito of Sardis went to Israel for the express purpose of authenticating the canon of the Old Testament. He ended up with the thirty-nine books in nearly the same order we have them today in the English Bible. Other church fathers often listed the books in other lineups, but eventually the order we see today became the standard.


Ultimately, when Gutenberg printed the first Latin Bibles in Mainz, Germany, in 1454, the order he used became the pattern for all succeeding Christian Bibles.


CHAPTER AND VERSE


Jews arranged their own system of chapters and verses, and it’s not identical to the one you find in Bibles today. Stephen Langdon, Archbishop of Canterbury, divided the Old Testament into the chapters and verses we use today. He died in 1228.


THE TEN OLD LAWS?


Are the Ten Commandments relevant for today?


[image: image]


Only the fourth commandment is nullified in the New Testament. All others remain in force.


NEW TESTAMENT WRITERS


According to tradition, and in many cases, actual references in the books themselves:


	Matthew the tax collector, one of Jesus’s first called disciples, wrote Matthew.

	John Mark wrote the book of Mark, presumably with the help of Peter, one of Jesus’s inner circle of three disciples (James, John, and Peter).

	Luke was not an apostle, but a Greek physician. He wrote the books of Luke and Acts.

	John, the son of Zebedee and brother of James, another of Jesus’s primary disciples, wrote 1, 2, and 3 John, and Revelation.

	Paul wrote thirteen epistles, from Romans through Philemon. He was not selected by Jesus as one of the twelve original apostles, but was called later by Jesus on the Damascus road (see Acts 9).

	No one is sure who wrote Hebrews. Many have postulated that it was Paul, although the style in Hebrews is markedly different from his other writings. Others have said it might have been Apollos or another apostle.

	James, the half brother of Jesus, wrote James. He was not an apostle, but became a believer after Jesus’s death.

	Peter wrote 1 and 2 Peter.

	Jude, the half brother of Jesus and brother of James, wrote Jude. He also was not an apostle but became a believer after Jesus’s death and resurrection.




HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE


F. B. Meyer, early twentieth-century preacher and teacher: “Read the Bible not as a newspaper, but as a letter from home. If a promise lies upon the page as a blank check, cash it. If a prayer is recorded, appropriate it and launch it as a feathered arrow from the bow of your desire. If an example of holiness gleams before you, ask God to do as much for you.”


SAFEPACK


When you read a passage of Scripture and think about it, use this acrostic:


S—Is there a Sin to avoid?


A—Is there an Attitude to change or adopt?


F—Is there a way to exercise my Faith?


E—Is there an Example to follow?


P—Is there a Prayer to voice?


A—Is there an Action to do?


C—Is there a Challenge to take up and meet?


K—What is the Key to growth in my life today?


NOAH’S ARK


As with many biblical events, the flood generates tremendous speculation, argument, and rage. Some claim the flood had to be universal—covering the whole earth—because of what the Bible says. Others believe it was local—only spanning parts of the Middle East. Both views have positives and negatives, and we won’t try to solve the debate here because the Bible can be used to prove both points of view, at least to the satisfaction of their proponents.


What Scripture does show is that the human race degenerated from the idylls of the garden of Eden to a state of such bestiality and evil that God decided he had to start over. He gave humanity one hundred twenty years to repent and follow him in faith. At the same time, he zeroed in on one family who actually did revere him: Noah, his wife, and his three sons and their wives. God commissioned Noah to build the ark, giving him very exact instructions, from the length and width to what animals to bring onto it and in what numbers.


Noah built the ark over the next hundred years. Undoubtedly, the work attracted much attention. As Noah and his sons put it together, people came to stare, heckle, talk, question, and laugh. Noah probably preached to them and offered them hope through repentance and faith. Unfortunately, not one person ultimately believed, and the only persons who entered the ark as the rains began were the original eight.


One of the scientific points in the discussion concerns the dimensions of the ark—length, three hundred cubits (a cubit is about eighteen inches); breadth, fifty cubits; height, thirty cubits. Amazingly enough, this is actually the size and configuration of an average cargo ship. It would have no trouble keeping afloat and safe during a raging storm. Some calculate that it would have displaced about twenty thousand tons with gross cargo tonnage about fourteen thousand tons. This equals about 522 railroad stock cars, each of which could hold about 240 sheep. If Noah brought on 2 of each species of animals, of which about 17,600 are known today, only about 188 stock cars would be required. That leaves well over 300 for food, supplies, and other room for waste and so on. It was a remarkable feat, and even by today’s standards it was quite possible. Scholars and others may dispute the details, but for all its rare simplicity, the Bible on this point is commendably accurate.


The Bible calculates that the ark was occupied about 371 days. It ran ashore on the mountains of Ararat. In the last century, books were written about explorers who claim to have seen it imbedded in ice there. However, no expedition has convincingly confirmed it is the ark. Perhaps one day soon we will hear of an expedition that will reveal to the world the final empirical truth.


Until then, while some argue about the extent of the flood, one fact remains: as we’ve mentioned before, there are more than 250 stories throughout the world’s cultures that recall a universal flood. Human history repeats the tale of the flood on every side, and the biblical story continues to be the most precise, though not necessarily scientific in the sense that the story does not provide details beyond the basic human elements.


EVERYBODY’S ON THE SAME PAGE


The Bible has amazing internal agreement despite all sixty-six books of the Bible having been written by about forty authors. They wrote from about 1440 B.C. (Moses) to A.D 95 (John, the book of Revelation). The remarkable thing about their writing is that:



	They reveal facts and events involving God that book outside the Bible records.

	They reveal facts and events that many secular books also report.

	They do not disagree internally about any major questions people of the world ask every day:




Who are we?


Where are we going?


What will happen in the end?


How did we get here?




Take any forty authors today who are writing about a single subject (say, how we got here) and you will get forty different opinions. Not so in the Bible. It’s filled with ideas, rules, and facts, and they all agree. To be sure, there are passages and truths we don’t understand (sometimes people call them contradictions), but that doesn’t mean such problems can’t be resolved. Every day new discoveries in archaeology and other sciences confirm that the Bible is true.


The wondrous fact is that we have an accurate, complete, and life-transforming book—the very Word of God.


At the same time, we have a book that is utterly human, involving all the human difficulties, problems, fears, joys, and hurts of the common person. Because of that, the Bible can help people in any situation at any time in any place on earth. In the Bible we see Abraham behaving badly (lying) and Abraham behaving heroically. In the Bible we find Jacob “the cheater” and David, “the man after God’s own heart.” In the Bible we discover a man named Saul who so hated Jesus and his people that he stomped around trying to kill or incarcerate any Jew who believed in him. We also see this Saul transformed into the apostle Paul, who became the greatest missionary the world has ever seen.


God has given us an amazing book, one that tells the truth about us, him, Jesus, the world, Satan, life, death, eternity, personal problems, and everything else. We can trust it because it’s from God. We can enjoy and love it because it came to us through people. And we can use it to face the troubles of life because it demonstrates over and over that God works in and through regular folks like you and me.


CATCHING UP


What is the rapture?


The “rapture” or “catching up” of the saints to meet Christ in the air is referred to in several passages, even though the word itself isn’t used in Scripture. Rapture comes from the Latin, meaning to be “carried away,” which can refer to physical or emotional transport.


Theologically, the rapture is called the “blessed hope” (from Titus 2:13) that will keep Christians from a time of tribulation at the end of time. God will rescue them out of the world at a trumpet call from Christ. The doctrine comes from two passages from Paul’s epistles:


Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. (1 Corinthians 15:51–53)
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