

  [image: frn_fig_001]




   

  



  
ROCKHOUNDING Arizona





  




  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date




  Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—roads are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, etc.




  We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to editorial@GlobePequot.com.




  Thanks for your input, and happy rockhounding!
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  The authors and The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc., assume no liability for accidents happening to, or injuries sustained by, readers who engage in the activities described in this book.
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INTRODUCTION







   The canyon country does not always inspire love. To many it appears barren, hostile, repellent—a fearsome, mostly waterless land of rock and heat, sand dunes and quicksand, cactus, thornbush, scorpion, rattlesnake, and agoraphobic distances. To those who see our land in that manner, the best reply is, yes, you are right, it is a dangerous and terrible place. Enter at your own risk. Carry water. Avoid the noon-day sun. Try to ignore the vultures. Pray frequently.




  —Edward Abbey, The Journey Home, 1991







  The original editions of Rockhounding Arizona were published in 1992 and 2008. This latest revision is based on field work and research during 2020 and 2021. Rockhounding localities are constantly changing, so it is important that collecting guides are updated when needed.




  Many collecting sites in the earlier editions are no longer accessible. These include former mines that have been reclaimed, active specimen mining sites under claim, private ground that is closed to collecting, or sites on state or federal lands where rock and mineral collecting is not allowed.




  Virtually every type of rockhounding trip is in this book. Some sites allow you to park and pick up rocks as soon as you get out of your car. Other sites require a short walk, and some sites require strenuous hiking over bad terrain. At many localities you will find abundant minerals or fossils, and at others you may have to work hard to find anything. Except for three fee-collecting sites and one club site, the sites in this book do not require advance arrangements for collecting.




  The best way to start this hobby is to go out and look for rocks. You and your companions will see interesting geology and places and have some shared experiences. Hopefully, most of them will be positive. The negative experiences are good for learning and stories once time passes and you get perspective. However, I am still waiting for such perspective from my more negative field trips.




 


 





   

  
ROCKHOUNDING BASICS







   The mountains at a distance appear airy masses and smooth, but when beheld close, they are rough.




   —Pyrrho







  Rockhounding is the ultimate low-budget hobby. The entry requirements are minimal. All you need are your eyes to see and your hands to pick up rocks. However, as you advance, you’ll want some additional tools.




  Collecting Equipment




  A good hammer is the most important tool for the rockhound. I recommend a rock-pick hammer with a pointed tip. Hardware stores don’t usually carry these, but they are available at some surveying supply shops, at rock shows, and online. My preferred brand is an Estwing foot-long hammer with a pointed tip and a Shock Reduction Grip. Do not use a regular claw hammer. The steel splinters that break off the hammer head when you hit a hard rock are dangerous. Similar splinters will often shoot off a new rock hammer when you are first using it against hard rocks.




  If you are hammering, it is also critical to wear safety glasses or goggles. I wear glasses and flying rock chips and steel hammer splinters damage the lenses. When hammering large rocks on a constant basis, such as in a quarry, I cover my glasses with safety goggles.




  I use a chisel to break apart rocks as needed, but chisels have wide blades and are difficult to use when splitting shales or slates. I use a cheap flat-bladed screwdriver for rocks where a chisel is too big to use. This is not the proper use of a screwdriver, but I have not found a better tool for splitting apart soft shaly rocks.




  Gloves are important. I used to do fieldwork without gloves, but this is a dangerous practice. Make sure you protect your hands. Get a good pair of heavy leather work gloves. Gloves are great when moving through briars, climbing on sharp rocks, and avoiding broken glass.




  Get a good pair of steel-toed or equivalent boots to protect your feet. Active quarries and mines require steel-toed boots, and you do not want to be denied access if you get to visit a mine.




  A hard hat, while not needed most of the time, is important if you are collecting along a highwall with falling rocks or in an active quarry or mine.




  A smartphone is important as you can use satellite photos and maps to track your location in the field, at least where you have phone and internet coverage. It is obviously also important in an emergency or when you need roadside assistance.




  A field book and a digital camera are useful for recording key site information. I like to record coordinates of sites and take notes of what I have found for future reference. I also use a small pocket-sized digital camera and often take hundreds of shots a day to increase my chances of getting at least one good picture.




  A hand lens, also called a loupe, to inspect minerals and fossils up close is useful. If you are as nearsighted as I am, you may be able to just take off your glasses and look closely. I recommend a quality hand lens that is at least ten times magnification if your natural vision is not sufficient.




  You want to make sure you can take out your rocks. I use a small backpack when I have to walk a long distance, but sometimes a 5-gallon bucket works best when you are near your car.




  A wagon is good to have if you are working in quarries or places where you can expect to take out significant numbers of rocks. Collecting a wagonful of rocks in a quarry is fine, as what you do not collect is just going to go to a crusher. If you take your wagon to a road cut, you are probably collecting too many rocks.




  Health and Safety




  Rockhounding presents hazards not met in other hobbies. In addition to having the proper gear, there are health and safety considerations. Any time you go into the field, you are going into an uncontrolled and potentially hostile environment.




  Take basic steps to protect yourself and your companions. Always make sure your vehicle is in good working order and keep your gas tank full. You will also need four-wheel drive to access many of these sites. If you rent a four-wheel-drive vehicle, it may not have off-road tires. Off-road tires are much preferred, and if you only have highway tires you should avoid sites that require traversing bad roads with sharp rocks.




  Weather can change quickly. Protect your head from the sun with a hat and use sunscreen; the Arizona sun can be brutal. Always check the forecast and know what to expect during the day. Lightning storms and flash floods are major hazards, but you should be able to avoid them if you are careful.




  Wildfires are a major problem in Arizona, and every year they get worse. Two of the collecting sites that we visited in 2020 (Picketpost Mountain, Site 62, and Dudleyville, Site 65) burned up in 2021. If fire threatens, you need to get out right away, but your escape routes may be blocked. During fire season, which is typically May through July, many National Forests and other government and private lands are closed to entry. Keep a close eye on the news and online resources to find if areas you plan to visit are closed.




  Cacti, poison ivy, poison oak, and scorpion weed are all potential hazards and good reason to wear gloves. Both the big and tiny spines from cacti are bad, and the worst case is if you fall into a cactus. While the big spines are easy to see, the worst are the tiny spines that get on the sides or tips of your fingers. Be sure to have tweezers, a needle, and rubbing alcohol to remove the spines and clean the skin after you remove the spines. Oils from poisonous plants may also impregnate your gloves, and if your gloves have had extensive contact with the oils from these plants, you may just have to throw them away.




  Scorpions, black widows, wasps, and killer bees are throughout Arizona. Be careful when turning over rocks or poking around crevices. If you hear buzzing or see nests or other signs of wasps or bees, be ready to leave at once.




  Though it is common sense to avoid rattlesnakes, sometimes you will find them when walking around a site. When you see a rattlesnake, do not provoke it. If you get bit, seek medical attention at once. This is going to be difficult if you are in a remote region, so stay away from snakes, and leave them alone. They sometimes lie on the road and resemble a large stick, so if you are driving and see a stick in the middle of the road, slow down and drive around it. Snakes are an important part of the ecosystem and must be respected. Gila monsters, while poisonous, are rare and we have never seen one when working in Arizona.




  Bears and mountain lions will usually run if they hear, smell, or see you. Nevertheless, bear and lion attacks happen. You should have bear spray ready to go when hiking in areas known to have bears and lions. If attacked, fight back with your spray, rocks, sticks, and any other weapons you have. The best strategy is avoidance and making noise, so they know you are not prey. I have never seen a bear or lion when working in the Southwest, but I have not gone out of my way to find them either.
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    Coiled rattlesnakes can be hard to see until you are close, so always watch where you step.




  Dehydration and hunger can make you and your companions miserable. Make sure that you and your collecting companions bring enough bottled water and get a good breakfast and pack a lunch.




  Underground mines are a major issue in Arizona. Many open mines now have bat gates or other structures that keep people out. Open portals and shafts are common and are a real threat to pets and people not paying attention. Former quarries and mines also have high walls that present both fall and falling rock hazards. If you fall off a quarry highwall, you will be injured if not killed outright. The best policy is to stay outside of underground workings, stay away from shafts, and to be extra careful when you are collecting at a quarry.




  Most of the sites in this book are on land administered by the US Bureau of Land Management (BLM) or National Forest (NF) lands. These sites were not under active claim, to the best of my knowledge, unless otherwise noted. Many claim owners do a poor job of marking their claims, and many sites with claim posts are often expired claims. The BLM used to have a website that showed claim status, but they had so many problems with abuse that they took it down. Many mine sites on BLM or NF lands are also on patented
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    This sign is commonly seen in mining districts in Arizona. You have been warned.
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    Most access roads through BLM-administered lands require access through an unlocked gate, and you must always close these when accessing a site. Bullet holes and shotgun blasts perforate most signs on the gates. I do not think the shooting of signs is a statement against the government or an attempt to shoot anyone, but simply evidence that some people are jerks.




  claims, and this is private ground that the owner may not have posted against trespassing. You can collect on BLM or NF lands unless the site is marked as an active claim or private land within the government land, but there are always exceptions.




  Road cuts, which are often in the highway right-of-way, are accessible to collectors, as long as the cuts are not posted against trespassing, and you can park without endangering traffic. Collecting on interstate highways, however, is illegal.




  I have included both free sites and fee-collecting sites. Fee-collecting sites are great but can often be seasonal. The biggest benefit to a fee-collecting site is that you have legal access and can often get guidance from an experienced collector at the site. With few exceptions, the fee is minimal when compared to the cost to get to the site.




 






   

  
HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE







   Whoever travels without a guide needs 200 years for a 2-day journey.




   —Rumi







  All the sites in this guidebook are in the same format. I recommend using the maps to plan your visits and reviewing the text description of each site prior to your visit so you know what to expect. I prefer to minimize uncertainties, as unexpected events on field trips are not pleasant.




  The county is the name of the county that hosts the site, and the counties are listed alphabetically. Site names are often based on a local geographic feature to help collectors locate the site. The maps for each site will also help you plan your visits.




  The site type is a general description of the site. Site types in this guide include but are not limited to road cuts, former mines and quarries, outcrops, and loose rocks on the surface. This should let you know what to expect when you arrive at the site.




  The land status tells you who controls the land of the site. In most cases the sites are in National Forests or land that is administered by the BLM, and no advance arrangements for collecting should be necessary. However, in some cases the official status is not known, and these sites generally have access but no guarantee that they are open to visitors. The fee-collecting sites are on private or claimed lands, and you should contact the owner in advance of your visit.
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