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  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date




  The author and editors have made every effort to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—roads are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, etc.




  We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to:




  FalconGuides




  Reader Response/Editorial Department




  64 S Main St.




  Essex, CT 06426




  Thanks for your input, and happy rockhounding!
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INTRODUCTION





  This book is geared toward that rockhound or geologist who wants to visit sites without significant advance arrangements. Virtually every type of rock-collecting trip can be found in this book. Some sites will allow you to park your car and pick up rocks as soon as you get out. Other sites require some walking, and some sites require a lot of strenuous hiking over tough terrain. At some, you’ll likely find a lot of minerals, and in others you may have to work hard to find anything. Some sites have minerals that you can grab with your bare hands, and others will require you to use a sledgehammer to extricate them from host rock. In each case, I have done my best to help you easily find these sites and let you know what to expect.




  New York is one of the first states where mineral collecting became popular. The state also has some of the oldest mines in the United States. While New York has a wide variety of mineral occurrences, as in much of the East, many of these are on private land or public sites where mineral collecting is prohibited. In fact, there’s been an increase lately, readily apparent in reviewing online information, toward private sites becoming public ones, whether as parklands or preserves. Other traditional collecting sites around mines have also been closed to collectors due to environmental contamination. Still, there is a wealth of collecting sites still open to the interested rockhound and a good many where even studying the rocks and recording them in photographs or video makes for a great outing and educational adventure.




  In this book I have focused on identifying such sites where people can visit by themselves or with their family without significant advance planning or permission. Within this group, I have included fee-collecting sites that allow visitors to search for Herkimer diamonds, garnet, and other minerals as well.




  Unfortunately, it is just a brutal fact about this hobby that nearly all sites that are on government land or preserved spaces either explicitly do not allow rock or mineral collecting or are not clear about restrictions. Many sites in this book are in county parks, state forests, state parks, state game lands, federal lands, or other places that are accessible to the public, and while you can go to these sites, rock collecting is prohibited in many of these locations. If you look at the park regulations, you will generally find that any form of ground disturbance, which technically includes simply picking up a rock, is strictly prohibited. However, many of these same parks have guides from state agencies on collecting fossils and minerals in the park. In these cases, you will have to use your best judgment as to whether you are going to collect rocks if you visit a site. If there are signs clearly stating no mineral collecting, do not collect rocks. If you are in a place where you already know collecting is forbidden, you can enjoy seeing the rocks, but do not collect them.




  Good examples of these types of sites where collecting is prohibited are the stromatolites at Lester Park or the pillow basalts at Starks Knob, which are New York State Museum Educational sites. Often it is best to preserve the rocks for future visitors, especially if removing or hammering the rocks will damage the outcrop.




  The best way to learn about rock collecting is to go out and look for rocks. You and your companions are bound to see some interesting geology and scenery too as you experience the adventure of going on a field trip, even if just for a morning or afternoon.









  
ROCKHOUNDING BASICS





  Rockhounding can be a low-budget hobby, especially when you are just starting out, as the entry requirements are relatively minimal. All you need are your eyes and hands to see and pick up interesting rocks. However, as you advance, you’ll want some additional tools.




Collecting Equipment




  A good hammer is the most important tool for a rockhound. I recommend a rock pick hammer with a pointed tip. Hardware stores don’t usually carry these, but they are available at some surveying supply shops, at rock shows, and online. My preferred brand is an Estwing foot-long hammer with a pointed tip and a Shock Reduction Grip. I have used mine for over thirty years. It is almost impossible to destroy, despite thousands of whacks against hard rocks and significant time outside in the rain and snow.




  Do not use a regular claw hammer. These will break apart quickly, and the steel that shoots off the hammer head when it hits a rock can be dangerous. If you are hammering, it is also critical to wear safety glasses or goggles. I wear glasses normally to see, and my glasses have often been damaged by flying rock chips and steel. In the event that I am hammering large rocks on a constant basis, such as in a quarry, I will cover my glasses with safety goggles.




  Gloves are the next critical item. In the old days I used to do fieldwork without gloves, but I realized quickly that it was a dangerous practice. Make sure you protect your hands. All of us with day jobs that require a computer are in trouble if we lose the use of a finger or hand. You will also find that heavy gloves are great when moving through briars, climbing on sharp rocks, and avoiding broken glass. It is easy to pinch your bare fingers when moving around large rocks, but gloves will help prevent pinching. It is far better to get the end of your glove caught under a rock than your finger.




  Get a quality pair of steel-toed or equivalent boots to protect your feet. Having steel-toed boots is a requirement for collecting in quarries and mines, and it is easy to find and purchase a good pair. I prefer lightweight boots. Be sure to walk in them before purchasing to find a pair that fits comfortably.




  A hard hat is equipment you should always have readily available. You may not need one for casual rock collecting, but you should have one with you in case you get to collect in a quarry or visit an active mine.




  A field book and camera are useful for recording site information. I record coordinates of sites and take notes for future reference. I use my phone camera and often take hundreds of shots a day to increase my chances of getting that perfect shot. A hand lens to inspect minerals and fossils up close is also useful. I recommend getting a quality hand lens that is at least 10X magnification.




  To carry my rocks, I use a small backpack when I must walk a long distance, but sometimes a five-gallon plastic bucket works best. A bucket is useful when you are picking up muddy rocks, and it is easy to put in your car. Just be careful not to break the bottom of the bucket if you intend to also use it for water.




  A wagon is also good to have if you are working in quarries or places where you can expect to take out significant amounts of rocks. Collecting a lot of rocks in a quarry is fine, as what you do not collect is just going to go to a crusher. However, if you go on a trip to an outcrop or small site and need to bring a wagon, you are collecting too many rocks.




GPS Units and Maps




  Before digital map technology became available, I used to find sites by using topographic and highway maps. I now get coordinates before going into the field using Google Maps or Google Earth and type the coordinates into my phone to get to the location. I still often use a handheld Global Positioning System (GPS) unit to record key site location information, and I use the coordinate feature on my car GPS to take me to the site.




  I now always use my smartphone in the field; the satellite imagery, combined with real-time tracking, is extremely helpful for finding difficult-to-locate sites. Nearly everyone now has a phone with GPS capabilities, so make sure you understand the GPS features on your phone. Keep in mind that current mapping technology will be out of date again within a few years, and you may want to supplement these recommendations with newer navigation methods.




  One of the best features of smartphones and Google Maps is that you can take latitude and longitude and type them directly into the phone without degrees or minutes or seconds symbols. Google is smart enough to recognize the format of degrees-minutes-seconds or decimal degrees if you put an N after the latitude and a W after the longitude. This is useful when driving or hiking to a site. However, just be aware that it will sometimes tell you to either drive or walk into a river, drive on roads that are hiking trails or closed due to bridges being out, or cross a feature that no normal person would ever attempt. Technology is great if you understand its limits.




  Despite the advantages of GPS units and smartphones, you should always have maps as a backup. Batteries can die, and satellite and mobile signals can be dropped in both the wilderness and urban areas where you do not have good clearance for satellite signals. A good highway map can be a simple check for your GPS unit. Topographic maps of your site can be useful, but these days they are usually not needed in the field.




  The United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute topographic quadrangles are the best topographic maps for rockhounding. If I need a topo-graphic map, I can usually find the map online in a few minutes. These are referred to as 7.5-minute maps, as they cover 7.5 minutes of longitude and 7.5 minutes of latitude. They are usually named after the most prominent feature in the quadrangle. The USGS is the primary civilian mapping agency of the government, and more than 55,000 of these 7.5-minute maps cover the lower 48 contiguous states. These maps are at a scale of 1:24,000, or 1 inch to 2,000 feet, which is an easy scale to work with as it shows considerable detail while covering a wide area. Unfortunately, after 2002 the USGS stopped including cultural features such as mines or buildings, so the best quadrangles for rock-hounding are pre-2002.




Health and Safety




  Rockhounding presents many hazards you will not encounter in other hobbies. In addition to having the proper gear, there are many health and safety considerations. Any time you go into the field, you are going into an uncontrolled and potentially hostile environment, and you need to take some basic steps to protect yourself and your collecting companions.




  Sunscreen is one of the most effective and easy-to-use safety products, but many collectors still ignore its benefits. However, you need to put it on right away after you get to the site or, even better, before you leave the house. Many sites, especially the floors of open pit mines, act like giant solar reflectors, and the sun can be intense. I also highly recommend a good pair of dark sunglasses. I cannot spend any time at all in an area of light-colored rocks if I do not have my sunglasses. Likewise, if you are not wearing a hard hat, wear a baseball cap or other hat for protection from the sun.




  Although sun is often an issue, rain is also a big issue in New York. I highly recommend having an umbrella handy. I know it sounds ridiculous, but I have gone on many extended hikes in the woods in driving rain with an umbrella, and this helped a great deal. As long as there is no lightning, an umbrella can make a big difference in the quality of your trip.




  Poison ivy can be a serious problem in New York. If you do not know how to recognize poison ivy, you will become an expert after you get your first serious rash. Poison ivy usually grows on the borders of outcrops and rocks, and this is another good reason to wear gloves. If your gloves have had extensive contact with poison ivy, you may just have to throw them away.




  Many sites are hidden among briars and other plants that can make your experience miserable if your legs and arms are exposed. I recommend always having a pair of long pants and a light jacket available if you need it, and you can also anticipate that these clothes will get ripped by thorns, broken branches, and sharp rocks. Long pants and sleeves can also help protect you from the sun and insects as well as flying rock chips from hammering.




  Ticks are a major concern in the northeastern United States. I usually find that I have been exposed to ticks as I am driving away from the site and see several crawling on my arms and legs just as I am entering traffic. Lyme disease is a serious issue, and you must be on your guard at all times. The larger wood ticks are typically not carriers of Lyme disease, but the much smaller deer ticks are known carriers. If you find a small tick embedded in you, and it has been there for more than twenty-four hours, you may be at risk for Lyme disease. Keep an eye on the bite mark and contact your physician if it gets worse over the next few days. Using an insect repellent that contains DEET is a good defense, as is light-colored clothing so you can quickly spot and remove the ticks. Insect repellent is also good to keep away mosquitoes and chiggers, which can also make your field experience miserable.




  I recommend an orange or yellow safety vest when collecting near a road. Roads are dangerous, and many of the sites in this guide are at roadcuts. Provided you park in a safe place and stay well off the road, you should not have a problem, and the safety vest may alert cars to your presence. You may also look like you are employed to look at the rocks, which can add legitimacy to your presence.




  Make sure that you and your collecting companions bring enough bottled water, and if you will be out all day, bring something to eat. Nearly all the sites in this guidebook are near cities and places where you can get lunch, and most trips are half-day trips, so hunger is generally not a problem. Water, on the other hand, can be a problem. I generally have at least one half-liter of bottled water in my backpack but often have two half-liters of water, and I make sure that my collecting companions also have bottled water. I know this sounds obvious, but it is not a good situation to be miles from the car and not have water for a thirsty person you have introduced to rockhounding. Never drink water from a mountain stream, no matter how remote or how good it looks, unless you are equipped with a proper filter.




  The parking areas for the sites can all be reached with a two-wheel-drive vehicle. It seems obvious, but if you are driving to a site, be sure your vehicle will get you there and that you have plenty of gas. I always keep my tank topped off. If you are taking more than one vehicle, make certain that there will be enough parking for two cars. Many drives are long, so if you get tired, be sure to pull over at a secure rest area and take a break.




  While many collecting sites are in somewhat rural areas, some of the sites in this book are in urban settings. You should always be aware of your surroundings. Make sure your vehicle is parked in a secure place, do not leave valuables visible in your car, and be alert for suspicious characters.




  Underground mines are generally a nonissue in New York, as most of the unstable mines collapsed or were closed many decades ago. Many of the open mines now have bat gates or other structures that keep people out. However, it is still possible to come across open portals and shafts, especially in the magnetite mining districts of southern and northern New York. Stay outside of underground workings.




  Finally, you must be careful when dealing with sites on private property. Always ask permission and be prepared to get yelled at or have other unpleasant experiences with landowners. My most unpleasant experiences have involved large and vicious dogs, and fortunately I have not had any issues involving guns. Nearly all owners I have talked with have been good about giving permission, but every now and then I come across unfriendly owners. This comes with rockhounding, so if you are going to look for rocks on private lands and ask owners for access, you must be ready to deal with difficult people.




Important Online Tools




  Many mineral and fossil localities have recently disappeared into housing and commercial developments, yet in that same time frame it’s become much easier to find new sites. Google, Yahoo, Google Earth, and Google Maps can be accessed to identify sites and explore potential localities.




  I have purposely left most website addresses and phone numbers out of this guide, as internet addresses often expire and phone numbers change. Generally it is much easier to find a Web address via a search engine. Running an internet search on a locality often brings up new and potentially important information updates, especially if a site has changed land status.




  Nearly all the references cited in this book refer to the actual publication and do not provide a Web address for access. However, if you type in the citation or key parts of it, you can often access them online. If not, you can generally get them through your state library. I have found that many publications are now only available on microfiche, but your librarian can often arrange for a copy to be emailed to you.
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