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To RICK, my knight 
in shining armor. 




To the BLONDE BOMBSHELL, 
the quintessential 
Princess of Darkness. 




And to ALL WOMEN who are 
on the hunt for Mr. Perfect.
He’s out there somewhere, 
ladies, you just have to kiss 
a lot of frogs to find him.
Godspeed to you all! 
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introduction 

He loves me. He loves me not. Since the dawn of man, women have been asking themselves that question, and most of us are still searching for the answer. Does he really love me, or does he just like me? Is he playing me, or is he playing with me? Is he my soul mate, or is he just a heel? When I meet Mr. Right, how will I know?

Couples are brought together in any number of ways. In antiquity, cavemen simply dragged women to their dwellings by the hair. In the bucolic backwoods, farmers’ daughters were traded for prize cows. Victorian women were married off for their dowries and inheritances. While today’s stock and trade in the dating game has thankfully become more civilized, at times it’s exceedingly more complex than in days of old.

As twenty-first-century women, we’re faced with an enormous challenge when searching for a man, and when we finally find one, we have to spend a significant amount of time and energy deciding if he’s Prince Charming or Prince Chump. As a result, we modern gals are left no option but to play a dating game that requires tremendous skill, training, integrity, strategy, and an abundance of pure luck.

In order to find Mr. Right, you have to wade through a bounty of Mr. Tolerables and Mr. Wrongs and all measure of men who fall between those ranges. Finding the right man is a process not unlike that of going to the Humane Society in search of a compatible pet. Some puppies are so incredibly adorable that you fall in love instantly. Of course, they’re usually not housebroken. Strays are a crapshoot. Some have potential; others have never had any social training. Older hounds are often stuck in their ways and are resistant to change. And forget the purebreds—they’re all about appearances!

So how do you choose a guy? Like puppies, you have to pet and cuddle them. You have to see if they listen when you call them. Most importantly, you have to get a sense of their personality. Are they shy, stubborn, animated, outspoken, emotional, or serious? Is their bark worse than their bite, or will they nip at you from dusk till dawn? Finding the perfect loyal mate who’ll never let you down is tough. But when you find the right mutt—you’ll know.

Of course, selecting the right four-legged companion is much easier than finding the right fellow, but the principles  are the same. This quiz is designed to give you an inkling as to whether or not your current or long-term partner truly loves you. Each chapter focuses on a specific set of questions, each representing aspects of your relationship with your guy, spiritual and emotional issues, and a variety of events, holidays, hobbies, life lessons, and family interactions.

It’s my fondest wish that through this process, all of you gain a bit of valuable insight into your beloved gent and use what you glean to achieve positive results. Above all, I hope you have fun, have a few giggles, and ultimately find a bloke who fits you like a glove. No doubt, he would be lucky to have you! So pop open a bottle of your best cabernet, grab a box of Godiva, and take a ride on the wild side. Here’s wishing you the best of luck in your pursuit of happiness, healthy living, a hunky stud to fill your days and nights with love and affection— and plenty of champagne and cashmere along the way. Cheers!




chapter 1 
the dating game 

The dating game. If only it could be as easy as the classic television show, where a single gal could ask a few pointed questions and take her pick of three handsome bachelors. But times have changed. Dating is no longer a question of “What’s your favorite color?” It has now become an amalgam of queries and anthropological studies that closely examine a person’s habits, psychological stability, emotional behavior, financial success, chemical compatibility, and rhetoric.

As women, we won’t settle for the first guy who crosses our path. We take our time. We analyze. We scrutinize. We franchise. The dating world is more Sleepless in Seattle than From Here to Eternity, and that makes every encounter a test of social and spiritual compatibility. Luckily, some things never change, like the happiness or horror of a first date or kiss.

Dating is all about taking chances and careful study, and with luck, your man will pass the test with flying colors.

the first 
    date

After months of chance encounters, the Calvin Kleinesque hunk you’ve been drooling over finally asks you out. First dates are always a big deal, and you’re really excited. How does the evening go?

A. He insists you meet him for a seventy-nine cent coffee at Dunkin’ Donuts.

B. You get all gussied up, but when getting into his car you find that his mother is in the front seat and will be joining you for dinner.

C. He takes you to a senior citizen’s dance hall and says, “Isn’t it great that they’ve got places like this for people like us?”

D. He invites you to a cozy sushi bar, pours your sake, and orders your meal in fluent Japanese.

E. He makes reservations at a five-star restaurant, picks you up on time, and insists you order lobster— because you deserve it.

ANSWER KEY: The First Date 

A. Tar-like java at a doughnut shack is no way to start dating—no matter if he’s a cop or not. (1 POINT) 

B. He’s Norman Bates. You may not live through the date. Grab the phone and warn your girlfriends! (2 POINTS) 

C. It would appear your date has mistaken you for one of the Golden Girls. Direct him to the local senior center, and refocus your efforts on a man who is young at heart. (3 POINTS) 

D. Anyone who knows how to properly order sushi is worth the effort. How will he do at a French restaurant? (4 POINTS) 

E. Lobster? At market price? A second date is inevitable. (5 POINTS) 

Score 

kiss and 
   tell 

A great first kiss can send you soaring. A bad kiss can make or break a relationship. Kissing is all about compatibility and sheer animal magnetism. What was it like the first time your Valentino puckered up?

A. It felt like you were kissing a 200-pound red-spotted grouper.

B. He gave you a quick peck on the lips and asked, “What’s for breakfast?”

C. He confessed that he hasn’t had much experience, but he’s a quick study who is more than willing to practice.

D. He offered up a short but sweet kiss that left you wanting more.

E. He kissed you long and slow and you felt it right down to the tips of your toes.

TURNING THE OTHER CHEEK 
Researchers at Stranmillis University College in Belfast, Ireland, found that 80 percent of both men and women turn their heads to the right when moving in for a kiss.The researchers suggest that the “right turned” kiss exposes the left cheek, which is controlled by the more emotional right cerebral cortex of the brain.

ANSWER KEY: Kiss and Tell 

A. Kissing isn’t about Finding Nemo. There are plenty of fish in the ocean. Toss this one back! (1 POINT) 

B. A guy who thinks he’s hit a homer before you’ve thrown your first pitch has already struck out. (2 POINTS) 

C. Kissing is an art, and not everyone’s a Van Gogh. With proper training, however, he could eventually paint a masterpiece. (3 POINTS) 

D. A great smooch is like a fabulous truffle: You savor the flavor and then start anticipating the next piece. If your guy’s a Godiva, he’ll be well worth the wait. (4 POINTS) 

E. The kiss that lights your fire will have you simmering in no time. Stoke up the flames of passion and bask in the glow. (5 POINTS) 

Score 

you’ve got 
   male!

Internet dating can be a ride on the wild side. If you’re lucky it can lead you into the arms of Prince Charming. If you’re not, you may find yourself in a pond full of frogs. You’ve recently met a great guy on the Internet and have had your first meeting. Prior to your date:

A. He indicated to you that he’s had a few “minor” problems in the past. He then showed up for dinner with his parole officer in tow.

B. He told you he looks like Brad Pitt, but when you met at Star-bucks he was short, tubby, and looked like Santa Claus.

C. He explained that he works in the film industry and turned out to be a checker at Blockbuster.

D. He described himself as an average Joe, but in reality he was the spitting image of George Clooney.

E. He made many claims about himself and he actually was who he claimed to be. You found him adorable and irresistible.

ANSWER KEY: You’ve Got Male!

A. Everyone deserves a second chance, but if your felonious fellow isn’t allowed unsupervised visits, he’s obviously got two strikes against him. Make bail before it’s too late! (1 POINT) 

B. What next? A sleigh bed and elves? Forget the mistletoe, honey. It’s time to make a new list and check it twice. (2 POINTS) 

C. Honesty is the best policy. You need to carefully entertain your options. This isn’t necessarily as good as it gets. (3 POINTS) 

D. Out of sight! Play your cards right and he could be yours from dusk till dawn. (4 POINTS) 

E. Lucky you—you didn’t get spam in your male box. Who says there isn’t truth in advertising? (5 POINTS) 

Score 

dining 
   out

Dining out is the consummate dating activity, and all of us ladies enjoy getting dolled up for a sumptuous meal with a handsome gent. Your fellow calls at the spur of the moment and asks you out to dinner. Where does he take you?

A. He drives through Burger King and orders three super-size meals for himself. For dessert, he’s got a carton of Milk Duds in the glove box.

B. He takes you to the most expensive restaurant in town, but when the bill arrives, all five of his credit cards are declined.

C. He excitedly tells you about the corndogs down at the Zippy Mart—but you have to get there early while they’re still hot.

D. He’s partial to Italian, but he’s willing to try that Vietnamese restaurant you’ve been hinting about.

E. He knows you love salmon, so he takes you to a great seafood restaurant and has even reserved a table with a view of the sunset.

LOVE AT A SNAIL’S PACE?

Some of the common foods that we regularly consume were historically thought to have aphrodisiac qualities. Among them are oysters, bananas, avocados, and asparagus. A little further off the normal menu are river snails, wild cabbage, and small lizards known as skinks.

ANSWER KEY: Dining Out 

A. If the best he can do is take you to see the King, he’ll never treat you like a queen. This guy’s a dud in more ways than one. (1 POINT) 

B. Tacky alert! If you pay now, you’ll be paying for the rest of your life. This man doesn’t fit the bill. (2 POINTS) 

C. You can’t teach an old dog new tricks. See if he’s willing to upgrade to Denny’s for your next dinner date. (3 POINTS) 

D. Your guy appears to have a cultural palate and the willingness to experiment. If you take turns choosing restaurants, you’ll travel far and wide! (4 POINTS) 

E. A thoughtful man like yours will leave you happy as a clam. Don’t let the sun go down on this gracious suitor! (5 POINTS) 

Score 

SCORING FOR: The Dating Game 

4 to 6 Points: Mr. Fishy All of us gals have had bad dates, but this guy flunked Dating 101. He’s a cheap, blatant fraud, and locking lips with him is like kissing a blind carp. If you choose to go out a second time, shame on you!

7 to 11 Points: Mr. Assumption Dating, dining, and kissing are make-or-break events, and your fellow is making some bold assumptions. There’s a slight chance he’s trainable, but could you ever really forgive him for taking you to an AARP meeting?

12 to 16 Points: Mr. Conceivable Sounds like your potential beau is hit-and-miss. He could be a flop, but there is potential to pursue. The real question is, do you have the energy and patience to make him your main man?

17 to 20 Points: Mr. Scrumptious This boy’s got game! He’s open-minded and self-assured, mindful and tactful. And to top it off, his kisses send you swooning. If he’s truly an Honest Abe, he could be your Mr. Right.

TOTAL SCORE FOR: The Dating Game   




chapter 2 
getting to know you 

It’s no secret that the dating world can be exhausting. Getting to really know a man is difficult, but it doesn’t take long before you both begin to peel back the layers and reveal each others’ true selves. We gals have certain individual criteria we use to concoct a pros-and-cons list to tell us if he’s Mr. Right, Mr.

Tolerable, or Mr. Wrong. Sometimes, the answer is blatantly clear. Other times, the water is a bit murkier. If a man goes pale when you mention commitment, is it because he’s been burned so many times his brain has a fire exit or is it simply because he has the stomach flu?

Commitment is a serious talking point. It means accepting everything your man is and does, and that includes his mannerisms, his sociability, and how he inevitably copes with the bumps and potholes on the dating highway. Does your man meet the challenge with an open mind, or does he lack the skills necessary to maintain public and private decorum?

minding 
   your 
manners 

Common courtesy is a human requirement that’s all too often overlooked. Everyone has good days and bad days, times when your mood goes south and your manners even further. Like any guy, your Mr. Suave has his moments, but are they few and far between or up close and personal?

A. He abuses the right of public and private flatulation with reckless abandon.

B. He can belch Yankee Doodle Dandy after only two gulps of his Budweiser, but he does excuse himself after the final chorus.

C. He knows how to set a formal table, complete with soup spoons, salad forks—and paper napkins.

D. He insists on opening the car door for you, but only on special occasions when you’re dressed to the nines.

E. He believes common courtesy is paramount, whether he’s talking to a CEO or a janitor.

ANSWER KEY: Minding Your Manners 

A. No woman in her right mind wants to date a walking whoopee cushion. Grab your gas mask. It’s time to clear the air. (1 POINT) 

B. There’s something to be said for patriotism, but burping your loyalty is perhaps not the best way to showcase it. Pass the Tums! (2 POINTS) 

C. He may not live up to Martha Stewart standards, but he’s well intentioned and ready for dinner! (3 POINTS) 

D. Miss Manners would have a hissy fit, but as long as you’re okay with it, that’s all that matters. (4 POINTS) 

E. A little class goes a long way. If he treats all others with equal respect then he’s bound to make you proud. (5 POINTS) 

Score 

meeting
  mom and 
    dad 

Introducing your man to your parents is a milestone in any relationship. One can never be certain how the meeting will go, but there’s never a second chance to make a first impression—and your guy definitely made an impression.

A. His first words to your father were “Damn, your girl howls like a banshee, if you know what I mean.”

B. For dinner with your parents he wore cutoffs, a John Deere baseball cap, and a T-shirt that said “I’m with Stupid.”

C. He turned on the “charm” by listing every one of his own accomplishments since preschool.
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