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  INTRODUCTION

  We hope that this book rapidly becomes outdated. We would enjoy nothing better than to update it every year.

  We’re hoping, first of all, that the Red Sox win the World Series again in 2014. And then keep piling up championships like cordwood, though perhaps pausing—with gracious generosity—so that Cubs fans might enjoy that taste of victory that we’ve savored since 2004. And then back to the winning, until we pass 27 and leave the Yankees in the dust.

  The Red Sox are trying to be the team of the twenty-first century. Yankees fans can wallow in the glories of the past. In this century, the Red Sox hold a 3-1 edge. That’s not a bad start. Kids born in 2001 are already more than twelve years old. They might not even know what it’s all about. A curse? 1918?

  The older among us, grizzled souls that we are, can remember some of the calamitous defeats of days gone by.

  Four times in a row, the Red Sox took World Series to a Game Seven, and lost every time. That builds character, in teams and in fans. The Red Sox have won their last three World Series with relative ease, without one of them requiring a Game Seven. Will today’s Sox kids grow up with a feeling of entitlement? Let’s hope to Heaven they carry themselves with more humility than Yankees fans from the Olden Days. After all, those who don’t learn from the past are condemned to relive it.

  Not only did Boston lose every World Series after 1918 through 1986, there were plenty of times the Sox fell just short of reaching the Fall Classic—just one win short in 1948, 1949, 1972, 1978, and 2003. There was a great deal of agony, and very little ecstasy in those finishes. Those who say that anticipation is better than realization are fooling themselves.

  It is true that recalling the years the Red Sox made the Series, but ultimately lost out, just doesn’t seem as painful anymore. A few short years ago, no one wanted to hear about 1918 ever again. The sarcastic chants—“1918! 1918!”—from Yankee fans cut like a knife and the date became a profanity of sorts. The scars have healed now, and there really do exist sentient human beings who can’t exactly remember the details of 2003. Grady Little? Who was that?

  In this book we are able to offer a deeper context, and look at past disappointments with less angst and more perspective. Suddenly, somehow, it’s OK to talk about 1918. And why not? After all we won that year too. And even 1986. We can now look back at that year instead of flashing back to it. Sort of. For those of you who lived through it, try reading the 1986 entry without closing the book at Game Six. It can be done. In fact we’ve done it without the benefit of intoxicants of any kind. It doesn’t feel as bad now that we have tasted sweet victory. It made the recent victories all the sweeter, in fact.

  We now take nothing for granted and savor every success. Let’s just make sure that we wear our victory mantle with dignity, so that the phrase “obnoxious Red Sox fan” is oxymoronic. Because there are already enough morons around.

  Yes, the history of the Red Sox and the World Series is more than a little unusual—the first two Series they played both ran eight games long (not seven), and the first two of the twenty-first century were four-game sweeps. A remnant of humility should be prompted by the realization that the 2013 world championship win was the first one won and celebrated at Fenway Park in ninety-five years. Both 2004 and 2007 were clinched on the road.

  There was one Fall Classic that was over before autumn began, played to completion on September 11. In 1915, Babe Ruth himself was given but one brief pinch-hitting appearance in the first game and was never called on again. And in 1916 and 1918, Ruth contributed but as a starting pitcher with a 3-0 record and an earned run average of 0.87. Babe the hitter had but a single hit in the three World Series combined.

  There are the visual moments that stick with us—Fisk’s home run in Game Six of the 1975 World Series, the ball that got through Buckner’s legs in Game Six, 1986, Papelbon leaping into the air after the final out in ’07. There have been well over 100 World Series played to date, and some dramatic ones, but somehow the ones involving the Red Sox seem to stand out—and not just in New England or Red Sox Nation.

  Since ’86, the Sox have been in the postseason twelve times. The first four times they were swept, or virtually swept, in the first round, for a record of 1-14. In 1999, they made it to the second round but lost there, 1-4. In 2008, they beat the Angels in the first round and then took the LCS into the seventh game, before losing to Tampa Bay.

  Four times they’ve won at least one series with three consecutive backs-to-the-wall elimination game victories—in 1999, 2004, 2007, and 2008. That didn’t happen in 2013. They were never even down a game in the Division Series, winning it in four games. They were never down a game in the ALCS. And though they were down two games to one to the Cardinals at one point in 2013, they never faced an elimination game.

  And things felt different this time around. It used to be that Red Sox fans lived in fear. You knew better than to get your hopes up too high. Watching a game or listening on radio, there was an ominous cloud hanging low overhead: if something could go wrong, it would. It was just a matter of time. An endless waiting for the other cleat to drop. In 2013, there was some of that, especially in the first half or maybe the first three-quarters of the season. As they got to the playoffs, the cloud seemed to lighten and lift. A ray of sunshine appeared. You know, they could actually win this! Anyone over thirty knew not to get too hopeful, but the familiar foreboding that something would go wrong may not have burdened us as badly. Looking ahead to the next game, or the next inning, Sox fans could watch the game unfold without such a heavy history weighing us down.

  It was a season that was unexpected. They’d suffered a horrific collapse in 2011 and finished in last place in 2012. Only the 1991 Twins had ever gone from last place one year to world champions the next. Unflappable general manager Ben Cherington made the moves over the winter to solidify what was already a solid, if dysfunctional core, bringing in gamers of good character to help rebuild the sense of team. He brought in—alphabetically—Ryan Dempster, Johnny Gomes, Mike Napoli, David Ross, Koji Uehara, and Shane Victorino. Some of the other additions, such as Joel Hanrahan, tabbed as closer, didn’t pan out. But all in all, it worked.

  With the Red Sox, it’s not just been about the World Series that were, but also the ones that almost were. It’s worth remembering this arc that took us from Cy Young in 1903 through the 1912–18 dynasty (the Harry Hooper years) and then up to the present. It was Cy Young to The Babe to the Idiots to the Beards.

  2007 was the first time ever that the Sox won the division, the pennant, and the World Series all in the same year. They did it again in 2013.

  This new lightness of spirit made for a more enjoyable playoff run. Baseball in Boston can once again be fun. It doesn’t have to be agony. For more than a couple of decades, when Doris Kearns Goodwin watched a game at home, she only watched half the game. When the other team was up, she’d leave the room. She didn’t want to see it when the opposition rallied. Let’s hope she, too, now finds the games easier to take. When the playing field seems more evenly balanced on the scales of history, and fans no longer anticipate defeat, when one can just watch the games and truly feel hopeful, it’s a lot more fun.

  As for that entitlement issue . . . we wouldn’t want to get to the point where we as fans felt entitled. We saw enough of that in another city to the south of Boston. So let’s go for the titles and lose the entitlement.

  Maybe the Red Sox won’t win every year. But we do hope that we’ll need to update this edition yet again. And soon!

  _______________________________

  Let’s start from the beginning, and it was the beginning. The 1903 World Series was the first of the modern era. The very first World Series was a best-of-nine competition.
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  1903 WORLD SERIES

  BOSTON AMERICANS 5, PITTSBURGH PIRATES 3

  Though the 1903 Series began on October 1, it was by no means foreordained. The first public mention of a possible series between the two league leaders hit the newspapers on September 1, 1903. As August ended, the Pittsburgh Pirates held a solid 8 ½ game lead in the NL and the Boston Americans were 9 ½ games ahead of second-place Cleveland. [Before the 1908 season, the Red Sox were known as the Boston Americans.] The Boston Globe reported that Americans owner Henry Killilea would be meeting with Pirates owner Barney Dreyfuss to discuss staging a series “between the winning teams of the two major leagues, and play for the championship of the United States.” It was not yet called the World Series.

  But as late as its September 25 edition, the Chicago Tribune headlined “Big Games Will Not Be Played.”
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  Scorecard from the first World Series, produced by Nuf Ced McGreevey. (Boston Public Library)

  Dreyfuss had signed the Pittsburgh ballplayers to contracts that ran through October 15, and therefore would cover any postseason play. All the Boston player contracts expired on September 30, two days after the season ended. Naturally, the Boston players wanted a couple of weeks’ extra pay but they also wanted a share in the proceeds. Killilea didn’t want to pay either, which predictably pushed the players to discuss other plans, including the possibility of barnstorming New England on their own. After all, they would no longer be legally bound to the Americans. In the end, and at nearly the last minute, a compromise was worked out. Despite their eventual loss in the series, the Pittsburgh players had a more generous owner and actually fared better financially than the champions.

  It was on September 26 that the official announcement was made. The Globe headline read “World’s Series On Again.” The games to decide the championship of the United States had, during the course of September, become a more grandiose World’s Series. Such was the public interest in the games that the Boston players felt forced to compromise their stance on sharing the revenue, and the games were on.

  Five days later, the Series was to begin. Tickets were set at $1.00 apiece, half that for bleachers seats or standing room.

  THE GAMES

  Game One: Huntington Avenue Grounds, Boston / October 1, 1903

  Pittsburgh 7, Boston 3
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  WP: Phillippe (1-0)    LP: Young (0-1)    HR: Sebring (1)

  The first World Series game ever played took place in Boston, but the Pittsburgh Pirates proved inconsiderate guests, beating the home team, 7-3. A well-rested Cy Young (with a league-leading 28 wins to his credit) started the 3 p.m. game for the Americans and retired the first two batters he faced. During the regular season, Young’s record was 28-9, with a 2.08 ERA.

  Then the roof fell in, starting with a Tommy Leach ground-rule triple into the roped-off crowd that packed out the outfield. Honus Wagner’s single drove in Leach. What followed were three stolen bases, a walk, and a run-producing error by Lou Criger. Jimmy Sebring singled to drive in two more. It was a tough inning—Young struck out the eighth batter, but Criger dropped the ball and Ed Phelps reached first on the misplay. Finally, the Pirates pitcher, Charles “Deacon” Phillippe, struck out for the fourth and final out, but four runs had scored and Boston never recovered.

  Phillippe struck out two batters in the first and when he struck out the side in the bottom of the second, the Huntington Avenue Grounds fans expressed appreciation of great pitching with polite applause.

  The Pirates added a run in the third and another in the fourth. Sebring’s inside-the-park homer in the top of the seventh staked the Pirates to a 7-0 lead before Boston finally put a run on the board. Buck Freeman tripled to the right-field fence and Freddie Parent tripled into the crowd in left. Candy LaChance then drove home Parent with a sacrifice fly. This time applause erupted “like the roll of thunder” (Boston Globe). It was 7-2. A Pittsburgh error, a single, and another LaChance sacrifice fly brought home the third Boston run in the bottom of the ninth.
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  Hopeful fans milling around the main entrance to the Huntington Avenue Grounds before the third game in Boston. (Boston Public Library)

  Phillippe (25-9, 2.43 ERA in the regular season) struck out ten and walked none. Young walked three and struck out five, and surrendered 12 hits to Phillippe’s six. Boston committed four errors, and four of the seven Pittsburgh runs were unearned. Boston had been 10-8 favorites, but Young may not have been in the best of shape. The Globe said he “looked several pounds too heavy.” Pittsburgh captain Fred Clarke made several spectacular plays in the field. Leach was 4-for-5, but Sebring’s 3-for-5 drove in four runs.

  The game took less than two hours to play and was officiated by umpires Hank O’Day and Tommy Connolly.

  An interesting note: with the ball hit into the crowd deemed a triple under the ground rules for the day, the game saw five triples and no doubles.

  Gambling on ballgames was common at the time. The Boston newspapers devoted coverage to the wagers at play, not hesitating to name names and amounts from time to time. Given the disgruntlement of the Boston players over the question of compensation for Series play, and the way the Pirates seemed to so easily score those first four runs, suggestions have been made that the game may not have entirely been on the up-and-up. Glenn Stout and Richard Johnson, writing in Red Sox Century, boldly state, “The very first game of the very first ‘world’s series’ was, in all likelihood, thrown by Boston. . . . One may be tempted to blame Boston’s poor play on nerves or chance, but Boston made at least eight questionable plays in the field during the game. . . .” The Boston Post questioned it at the time: “Many around town last evening asked if Boston lost on purpose.”

  PLAYER PROFILE: CANDY LACHANCE
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  George Joseph “Candy” LaChance broke into the majors with the National League Brooklyn ballclub in 1893. When the AL as we know it was formed, LaChance became a member of the Cleveland Blues and played first base for Cleveland in 1901, hitting .303 (his fifth season hitting over .300). He was traded to Boston (for Osee Schrecongost) in November 1901. In each of his years in Boston, his average declined (.279, .257, and .227), and he was released before the end of April in 1905, batting just .146 at the time.

  In 1903, LaChance didn’t miss a game, and contributed a middle-of-the-pack 53 runs batted in. He was slightly below the team average in batting, on-base percentage, and slugging (he hit just one home run, but had 22 doubles and six triples). In the 1903 World Series, Patsy Dougherty and Hobe Ferris each drove in five runs, but Candy drove in four. Two of his RBIs came in Game One, accounting for two of Boston’s three runs. He managed this without benefit of a base hit, on sacrifice flies in the seventh and the ninth. LaChance hit .240 in the Series, and scored five runs.

  Game Two: Huntington Avenue Grounds, Boston / October 2, 1903

  Boston 3, Pittsburgh 0
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  WP: Dinneen (1-0)    LP: Leever (0-1)    HR: Dougherty 2 (2)

  Big Bill Dinneen shut out the Pirates to even the first World Series at one game apiece. With 32 complete games, Big Bill had posted a 21-13 record (2.26 ERA) during the 1903 season, and faced off against Pittsburgh’s statistically superior pitcher, Sam Leever, who brought a league-best 25-7 record (with a 2.06 ERA) into the postseason.

  Boston fielded the same lineup, but Pittsburgh had Harry Smith catching in place of Ed Phelps; the two had split duties during the season but Phelps had been the more productive hitter.

  Dinneen struck out leadoff hitter Ginger Beaumont, walked captain Fred Clarke (but then caught him off first base), and struck out Tommy Leach. Boston’s first batter, Patsy Dougherty (.331), hit an inside-the-park home run to kick off the game—though with the capacious center field at the Huntington Avenue Grounds, the ball may have traveled as far as 500 feet. He slid in headfirst and beat the relay. After Collins flied out, Chick Stahl doubled and Buck Freeman singled in Stahl. Boston had a 2-0 lead, more than enough as it turned out. Leever didn’t even start the second inning; Bucky Veil was brought in for his one and only appearance in the Series, never used again despite giving up just one run in seven innings—a hard-hit solo homer by Dougherty in the sixth over the left-field fence. It was Dougherty’s second four-bagger of the game, and only the second ball ever hit over the left-field fence at the Huntington Avenue Grounds.

  Veil otherwise pitched very well indeed, despite having only thrown 70 innings of major league ball prior to being placed at center stage in the battle for baseball’s world championship. In seven full innings of work, he gave up just four other hits—though he did walk five.

  Dinneen allowed just three scattered singles, in the fourth, fifth, and eighth. The outfielders had a bit of an off-day; only four balls ever made it out of the infield. Second baseman Hobe Ferris prevented a run in the fourth. With runners on second and third, he speared Honus Wagner’s hard-hit liner and converted it into an unassisted double play, doubling Clarke off the bag at second. The two runners were the only two to reach as far as the second-base bag. Big Bill walked two batters, but struck out 11. He had himself a postseason shutout to go with the six he’d recorded earlier in the campaign.

  
    It was a surprise that Boston lost the first game. The odds were in Boston’s favor. We have seen that Glenn Stout and Richard Johnson didn’t mince words in Red Sox Century. “As with the rampant betting which took place during the Temple Cup series in the 1890s, some players may have felt the new ‘world’s series’ to be merely glorified exhibition games and have harbored little guilt over their play in games which did not ‘count.’”

    In this same regard, it’s interesting that Tom Hughes only pitched two innings for Boston, starting Game Three and giving up three runs (two earned) before being removed. In 1903, Hughes won 20 games (five of them shutouts) while only losing seven, with a 2.57 earned run average. There is no question but that he was, with Young and Dinneen, a key part of the pitching rotation. After he was pulled from the game, manager Jimmy Collins never let him pitch another inning—ever. (He was traded to New York in December). Cy Young’s biographer Reed Browning asks, “Could the gamblers have gotten to Hughes, and might Collins have suspected as much?”

  

  PLAYER PROFILE: PATSY DOUGHERTY
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  Dougherty broke into baseball with Boston in 1902, leading the ballclub by batting .342 in his first big league season. The 6’2” outfielder didn’t hit even one homer that first year, but drove in 34 runs and scored 77 (his .407 on-base percentage led the team). Not the best of fielders, though, his .898 fielding percentage in 1902 was the worst ever by a Boston franchise position player. In 1903, he led the team in hits (195 in a 141-game season) and in runs scored (107). He hit an even .333 and was apparently a big hit with the fans as well. He hit four homers and drove in 59, and set a record on September 5 that still stands with three triples in the same game.

  During the World Series, he went 3-for-4 in Game Two, remarkably hitting not only the first postseason home run for Boston, but the second as well. Leading off the game in the bottom of the first, he gave Boston a quick lead with an inside-the-park home run to the deep center field at the Huntington Avenue Grounds, tagging Pittsburgh’s Sam Leever. He hit a solo home run off reliever Bucky Veil in the sixth inning, thus responsible for two of the three Boston runs in the 3-0 win. In Game Five, Dougherty hit two triples and drove in three runs.

  The following year, in a June trade almost certainly orchestrated by AL czar Ban Johnson to attempt to create a more competitive league, Boston traded the massively popular Patsy Dougherty for New York’s Bob Unglaub. It almost came back to bite Boston, who only took the pennant from New York on the final day of the season.

  Traded to the White Sox in June 1906, he saw World Series action once more but only managed two singles in 20 at-bats.

  Game Three: Huntington Avenue Grounds, Boston / October 3, 1903

  Pittsburgh 4, Boston 2
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  WP: Phillippe (2-0)    LP: Hughes (0-1)

  Working on just one day’s rest, Pittsburgh’s Phillippe pitched another complete game and recorded another win, a masterful four-hitter. Clarke would normally have started 16-game winner Ed Doheny, but just two weeks earlier Doheny had had to leave the ballclub due to severe mental illness—so severe that he was institutionalized on October 10 in the Danvers Asylum for the Criminally Insane.

  The Saturday afternoon contest drew the largest crowd of the Series, and saw Boston start Long Tom Hughes (20-7, 2.57). The park was packed out to more than twice its listed capacity (estimates run as high as 25,000 in the park built for 9,000—with another 10,000 or so turned away). As many as 1,000 fans scaled the fence in left after tickets had sold out. The iconic Cy Young himself did double duty, helping take tickets from the incoming masses. The crowd in the outfield had to be driven back several times by over-matched police working with baseball bats and a 30-foot length of rubber hose; the masses encroached as close as 30 yards to the infield. Ironically, the enthusiastic Boston fans may well have cost Boston the ballgame.

  Changing the ground rule that obtained in Game One, balls hit into the crowd were deemed to be doubles rather than triples. Hughes got the first five Pirates to ground out, but he didn’t last long. Second baseman Claude Ritchey doubled with two outs in the second, and after a walk to Sebring, Phelps’s two-bagger drove in Ritchey. 1-0, Pirates. Both doubles landed just feet away from outfielders Dougherty and Stahl, who camped under them to no avail; both fell into the pressing crowd. Phillippe grounded out to end the threat. In the third inning, Beaumont walked to lead off and Clarke doubled him to third. Tommy Leach’s single to left field brought in Beaumont; Clarke pulled up at third. Collins had seen enough and called on Cy Young to take over for Hughes.

  Young hit the first batter, Wagner, then got two outs before Parent’s error let Sebring reach and allowed Leach to score. Wagner was retired in a rundown after he wheeled around third base “going blindly for home.” The score stood at 3-0.
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  Game Three was sold out, so some fans found their own way to see the game, climbing one of the exterior walls outside the park. (Boston Public Library)

  Freddie Parent’s sacrifice fly scored Collins in the bottom of the fourth. The police finally managed to push the crowd back farther, creating some real room in the outfield, and as Boston began to find their bats, the balls were hauled in for outs. Boston only tallied one more run, in the bottom of the eighth, when Collins doubled and Chick Stahl singled him home. But the Pirates had scored again in the top of the inning on Wagner’s double, Young’s error handling a sacrifice bunt, and Ritchey’s infield single to third base. Four of Pittsburgh’s five doubles were said to be “fungos” that landed in the crowd for ground-rule doubles, and resulted in three of Pittsburgh’s four runs. LaChance’s long drive in the second inning should have tied up the game at one apiece; it shot over the heads of the fans in left-center field and almost certainly would have been an inside-the-park home run—but under the ground rules of the day it was counted as a double and Ferris grounded out to strand him on base.
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  An overflow crowd broke through the restraining ropes in the outfield and surrounded the infield to watch the Boston Americans at infield practice, prior to Game Three at the Huntington Avenue Grounds. Note as well the hundreds of fans sitting on top of the outfield fences. (Boston Public Library)

  The final score was 4-2 in favor of the Pirates, who took a 2-1 lead in the Series. Both teams prepared to travel to Pittsburgh, as did 100 or more of Boston’s fervent fan club, the Royal Rooters.

  PLAYER PROFILE: LONG TOM HUGHES
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  Right-hander Hughes had an 11-24 record in the National League, before he jumped leagues in 1902. No one expected the year he put together in 1903: a 20-game winner (with five shutouts) against seven losses. His start in Game Three didn’t go well; he lasted just two full innings, and put on the first three batters in the third before being pulled. It was enough to cost Boston the game, and manager Jimmy Collins never used him again. In fact, he saw to it that Boston traded him to New York in December for Jesse Tannehill.

  Hughes was a 23-game loser in 1904 and a 20-game loser in 1905. He pitched for the Senators through 1911, with one good season (1908, when he was 18-15, 2.21 ERA) amongst a number of mediocre ones. His younger brother Ed played briefly for Boston in 1905 and 1906, but only had 17 total at-bats and the two brothers never faced each other on the field of play. After leaving the game, Long Tom ran a saloon in Chicago.

  Game Four: Exposition Park, Pittsburgh / October 6, 1903

  Pittsburgh 5, Boston 4
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  WP: Phillippe (3-0)    LP: Dinneen (1-1)

  After a travel day and a day off due to rain, the two teams squared off in Pittsburgh for four games in the best-of-nine competition. The Pirates started Deacon Phillippe for the third time in four games, this time allowing him the two rest days in between starts. Meanwhile, Boston asked Bill Dinneen to even up the Series at two games each. Both pitchers performed well through six innings.

  The Pirates drew first blood in the bottom of the first with three singles, Kitty Bransfield driving in the run. Boston tied it in the top of the fifth, with a single by LaChance, a grounder that moved him to second, and Criger’s single to right field. But Pittsburgh re-established their one-run lead in the bottom of the fifth when Beaumont tripled and Leach singled him in. They then blew the game open in the bottom of the seventh. Phillippe helped his own cause with a single down the left-field line, and reached second when Dougherty misplayed the ball. Beaumont bunted to advance Phillippe and reached safely when Dinneen failed to cover first—he took second base on a throw to the plate to hold Phillippe at third. Clarke flied to left but not deep enough to score a run. Boston pulled the infielders in to try to cut off a possible run at the plate, but both base runners scored when Leach tripled past the drawn-in LaChance. Wagner followed with a single that plated Leach. A strike-’em-out, throw-’em-out double play spared Dinneen from further damage, but the Pirates held a 5-1 lead. The Globe termed Dinneen’s pitching “a little erratic.”

  It was enough—barely enough—to deliver a 5-4 Pittsburgh win as Boston scored three times in the top of the ninth. Jimmy Collins singled, Stahl singled, and Freeman singled to score Collins. Parent hit into a force play which brought in Stahl. LaChance singled to put runners on first and second, and Ferris singled to load the bases. Parent played too conservatively and held up at third, when he could well have scored. Backup catcher Duke Farrell, injured for most of the season but hitting .404 in the 52 at-bats he assembled, batted for Lou Criger (.192 during the season) and hit a high fly ball to left, which brought in Parent. But when Jack O’Brien pinch-hit for Dinneen, rather than the superior batter Jake Stahl—who never saw duty in the Series—he popped up to second base and Phillippe had three wins after four games had been played.

  Boston was counting on Cy Young to try to cut the deficit in Game Five.

  Game Four was notable for one other thing: the three-run rally in the top of the ninth that fell just one run short of tying the game was accompanied by raucous rooting for the Bostons by the coterie of Royal Rooters who had traveled to Pittsburgh to cheer their team. After the loss in Game Three, Tom Burton of the Rooters found some sheet music at a Pittsburgh music store and the Rooters wrote parodied lyrics to the popular Broadway song of the day, “Tessie.” They hired a band and felt the music had spurred on their players. Starting the following day, they had the band play “Tessie” over and over, and over again, with particular power in the ninth. “They played it so often and delivered it with such vigor—incessantly, relentlessly, ad nauseam—that it began to take its toll on the opposition. Even decades later, Pittsburgh’s third baseman Tommy Leach said, “I think those Boston fans won the Series . . . We beat them three out of four games, and then they started singing that damn Tessie song . . . Sort of got on your nerves after a while. And before we knew what happened, we’d lost the Series.’” [Love That Dirty Water]

  The Pittsburgh papers were impressed by the fervor of the fans from Boston. Roger Abrams quotes the Dispatch as reporting the Rooters as “howling maniacs, overjoyed to a delirious stage” as the rally progressed. “The Boston rooters had simply lost control of themselves, war dances, cheers, yells and songs resounding clear across the Allegheny River.”
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  PLAYER PROFILE: JIMMY COLLINS

  Boston manager Jimmy Collins started in the majors with Boston’s NL entry, the 1895 Boston Beaneaters. The third baseman is considered by many to have revolutionized fielding at the hot corner with his aggressive play to cut down bunt attempts. A star player for the 1897 Beaneaters, he hit .346 with 132 RBIs, and led the NL with 15 homers the next year, with a .328 average and 111 RBIs. When the American League decided to place a team in Boston, the first move they made was to entice Collins to jump leagues. It was a wise move; he brought a number of teammates with him and was player-manager from the beginning. His .332 average and 94 RBIs helped him remain a star in Boston and helped solidly establish the new franchise.

  In 1903, Collins helped lead his team to the first World Series, with a .296 average. With his team down 5-1 in the top of the ninth during Game Four in Pittsburgh, Collins singled and started a three-run rally that fell just short of tying the score. In Game Six, he singled to drive in the first run of the game, scoring a couple of batters later. Collins led Boston to yet another pennant in 1904. In 1906, Collins was replaced as skipper by Chick Stahl and was traded to Philadelphia in 1907.

  Game Five: Exposition Park, Pittsburgh / October 7, 1903

  Boston 11, Pittsburgh 2
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  WP: Young (1-1)    LP: Kennedy (0-1)

  For five innings, Cy Young and 12-year veteran pitcher Brickyard Kennedy traded zeroes. Kennedy had 187 wins to his credit, but was just 9-6 with a 3.45 ERA in what proved to be his final year. Collins’s first-inning triple proved fruitless when Honus Wagner threw home on Chick Stahl’s grounder and cut him down at the plate. Even Stahl’s stolen base, a walk, and Parent’s single to third base failed to produce a run. Off the hook, Kennedy settled down, allowing just one more single over the next four frames.

  Young allowed a leadoff double by Kennedy and two singles in the third, but none to any effect.

  Boston broke the game open in the sixth inning, playing with “dash and determination.” It started quietly enough with Stahl reaching safely when Clarke dropped the ball in shallow left field. Freeman singled, and there were runners on first and second. Parent bunted to move up the two runners, but Wagner couldn’t hold on to the ball at third and the bases were loaded. A seemingly unnerved Kennedy walked LaChance and forced in a run. The third error of the inning—again Wagner’s, a throwing error—let both Freeman and Parent score. Criger sacrificed and advanced the runners to second and third. Cy Young struck the big blow, tripling down Exposition Park’s left-field line and driving in two. Dougherty hit a carbon-copy triple and Young scored. Finally, Kennedy got Collins and Stahl, stranding Dougherty on third base. The fact that five of Boston’s six runs were unearned was likely of little solace to the Pirates’ pitcher. The Pittsburgh Gazette concluded, “Clarke’s crew went to pieces.”

  The Globe expressed appreciation of the work of the band hired by Boston’s Royal Rooters. “While the home team has 12,000 voices to howl for it, this army of supporters had nothing on the band of ‘royal rooters’ and their brass band, located back of the Boston bench.”

  After three quick outs, Boston resumed their assault on Brickyard in the seventh. Freeman and Parent both singled. A force play cut down Parent. Freeman scored from third on Ferris’s single to center field. Criger walked to load the bases. Young’s grounder was productive, bringing in a runner from third. Dougherty’s triple into the overflow crowd in right field scored both base runners. Collins grounded out. This time, all the runs were earned, and the Americans were enjoying a 10-0 lead.

  Gus Thompson took over for Kennedy and was greeted with a triple by Stahl, the fifth of the game for Boston. Buck Freeman grounded out, but Stahl scored, 11-0. Pittsburgh scored twice in the bottom of the eighth; after two outs, Beaumont singled—though it appeared that he was out by at least a step, Clarke reached on an error, and Leach tripled to drive both in. A single in the ninth was the sixth hit off Young but nothing came of it. Boston won easily, 11-2. And the Series stood at three games to two in Pittsburgh’s favor.

  Hughes was apparently in the doghouse; observers noted that he didn’t dress for the game. The Globe wrote, “Hughes had the chance of his life to make good, but lost his opportunity in Boston, being too sporty.”

  PLAYER PROFILE: CHICK STAHL
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  Best known as the manager who committed suicide during spring training, Stahl began his major league career with Boston’s NL team in 1897 and came over to the Americans with Jimmy Collins in time to launch the new team in 1901. Stahl hit .303 and .323 his first two seasons with the Americans. He missed time in 1903 but was healthy again by the postseason and led the team in batting, hitting .303 in the World Series. Game Five was an 11-2 rout, with Stahl one of four Americans who scored two runs. Only Freddy Parent’s eight runs scored topped Stahl and Buck Freeman’s six runs scored in the eight Series games. Stahl, Parent, and Freeman each tied for the team lead with three triples apiece. In 1904, Chick’s 19 triples led the league and the left-handed outfielder helped lead the team to a second consecutive pennant.

  Stahl hit a healthy .286 in 1906 and took over the managerial reins after Jimmy Collins went AWOL in midseason. Things were looking up for 1907 when Stahl—apparently a ladies man who’d become involved in compromising circumstances—ingested carbolic acid and took his own life.

  Stahl’s career had lasted ten seasons and he left with a .305 average—having hit a home run in what would prove to be his very last at-bat.

  Game Six: Exposition Park, Pittsburgh / October 7, 1903

  Boston 6, Pittsburgh 3
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  WP: Dinneen (2-1)    LP: Leever (0-2)

  The third of the four games scheduled in Pittsburgh resulted in another win for the Americans, evening the Series at three games apiece. It was a matchup of Game Two starters, Sam Leever for Pittsburgh and Bill Dinneen for Boston. Leever, suffering from an injury he’d incurred before the Series, had lasted just one inning in the earlier game, while Dinneen not only threw a shutout but pitched a second time—the loss in Game Four. Now he was back on the mound after just one day off.

  Neither team scored in the first two frames, but Boston got to the still-subpar Leever early enough, scoring three times in the top of the third. The inning started with Sam looking strong—he fielded Ferris’s grounder deftly and threw him out at first, then induced Criger to pop up in foul territory to his Pirates counterpart. It was Dinneen who started it with a single to left field. Dougherty walked. Collins singled to center field, scoring Dinneen but Dougherty held at second. Stahl’s single, also to center, scored Dougherty but left runners on first and third. Second base was open; Stahl stole it. Leach failed to get a handle on Freeman’s slow groundball, and Collins came in to score the third run on the error. The eighth man up, Parent, ended the inning as it began with a grounder to the pitcher, 1-3.

  It was a 3-0 lead for Boston, they added two more in the top of the fifth. Leever remained shaky, surrendering three singles in the fourth but miraculously none of the three base runners scored. Stahl kicked off the fifth with a triple and trotted home on Freeman’s sacrifice fly to center field. Parent was hit by a pitch and scored when a hit-and-run play resulted in a two-out error by Wagner that allowed him to come all the way around on Ferris’s single to center.

  Boston added a sixth run in the seventh on Parent’s triple and LaChance’s double to the very same spot.

  With a 6-0 lead heading into the bottom of the seventh, three singles by Sebring, Phelps, and Beaumont, and the two-run double by Clarke cut the lead in half. Leever retired the side in order in both the eighth and the ninth. Dinneen gave up just a leadoff ninth-inning single to Beaumont (his fourth of the game) but Clarke lined into a double play to clear the bases and Leach fouled out to catcher Criger who took the ball close to the seats.

  As it happened, Game Seven—the final game in Pittsburgh—would pit Cy Young against the undefeated (3-0) Deacon Phillippe. Even should the Pirates win, though, it would not end the Series as this was a best-of-nine championship. Understandably, Pirates owner Barney Dreyfuss and player-manager Fred Clarke held great faith in Phillippe.

  PLAYER PROFILE: BUCK FREEMAN
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  Back in 1901, Buck Freeman drove in the first run ever put across by the team that became the Red Sox, on the April 26 Opening Day, singling Jimmy Collins in to score. He also hit the first home run in franchise history, four days later. Freeman also hit the first homer recorded in Boston, on May 8. His 12 home runs in 1901 were twice as many as anyone else on the team. In 1902 and 1903, he led the American League in RBIs and in 1903 led the league with 13 home runs.

  He’d started with Washington as a pitcher way back in 1891, had played in 1900 for the Beaneaters primarily in the outfield, and was part of the group that came over to the AL to start 1901; Freeman played first base that inaugural year. For most of his time, Buck was—like Chick Stahl—a left-handed outfielder but he continued to see stretches of work at first base.

  He batted .290 with four RBIs in the World Series. In Game Six, he collected one of those RBIs but—like LaChance in Game One—did so without a hit. Chick Stahl tripled to lead off the fifth inning and Freeman hit a deep fly ball to bring him home. He’d played a part in scoring two of Boston’s six runs. It was the third game in a row Freeman had driven in a run.

  Game Seven: Exposition Park, Pittsburgh / October 10, 1903

  Boston 7, Pittsburgh 3
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  WP: Young (2-1)    LP: Phillippe (3-1)

  The seventh and not-deciding game of the first World Series saw Boston—for the third game in a row—jump out to a solid start, scoring two runs in the top of the first and two more in the fourth. The game had been postponed a day due to cold weather and high wind, affording Phillippe the luxury of the opportunity to pitch on three days’ rest. Cy Young started again after just two days off. How cold the weather really was is open to debate; Pittsburgh papers put temperatures in the middle 50s, but both by league rules and agreement between the two teams for the Series, it was the home team’s call and the call gave the Deacon an extra day. Of course, Cy got an extra day, too.

  The teams were fairly evenly matched in the contest, with Boston hitting safely 11 times and Pittsburgh ten, while Boston made four errors and Pittsburgh three. In the most significant statistic, runs scored, Boston held a decisive edge however, winning handily, 7-3. The game could hardly have been livelier, what with dueling bands each attempting to out-do the other, and the “chorus of cowbells” that often erupted either in celebration or when the Pittsburghers hoped to rattle the Boston players.
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  Outfielder Chick Stahl in front of the team’s dugout during one of the games at Pittsburgh’s Exposition Park. Note the boisterous Royal Rooters in the stands behind and even on the edge of the field. One can see a beanpot sharing a pole with the American flag. (Boston Public Library)

  This was another game of triples—five by Boston and two by the Pirates. The Series as a whole saw 25 triples, 11 doubles, and three home runs. After Dougherty grounded out to lead off the game, Jimmy Collins tripled over the crowd in left field and Chick Stahl followed with another three-bagger, this one over the crowd in right. A fielder’s choice let Freeman reach first, and allowed Stahl to score when the catcher, Phelps, dropped the ball on the throw to the plate. 2-0.

  It was Freeman’s triple over the center fielder's head in the fourth that set up the first of two more runs. He came in on Parent’s grounder to deep short. LaChance fanned for the second out, but then Ferris tripled deep to the flagpole—normally a home run, but under the day’s ground rules yet another three-bagger. Criger singled him in. 4-0.

  Worcester’s Kitty Bransfield tripled in the bottom half of the fourth and came in on Ritchey’s grounder to third base. The 4-1 score stood until the Americans hit for two more in the sixth. A single, an error on a bunt, and a successful sacrifice bunt set things up for Criger’s single to right field to score both Parent and LaChance. Americans 6, Pirates 1.

  Clarke’s leadoff triple and Wagner’s bunt brought Pittsburgh a second run, but Parent’s eighth-inning triple into the right-field crowd led to yet another Boston run when Phillippe uncorked a wild pitch to the next batter. Three successive singles by Pirates batters saw Phill-lippe drive in the third Pirates run, but it was the last one of the game. Americans 7, Pirates 3.
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  After seeing their team win three consecutive games in Pittsburgh, Boston’s Royal Rooters were jubilant and weary after they arrived by train back in Boston.(Boston Public Library)

  It was deemed a “most dashing and brilliant game” and the Royal Rooters were exuberant, and the two teams took the 11 p.m. train back to Boston for Game Eight. It was a 25-hour excursion by rail. They arrived in Boston in time to find Monday’s game rained out, affording each team the chance to start their best pitchers: Dinneen and, yet again, Phillippe.

  Dreyfuss had even offered an unprecedented incentive to his players prior to Game Seven. Bring home the championship, he said, and he would give them 100 percent of the net proceeds from the Series.

  PLAYER PROFILE: CY YOUNG
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  With the best-of-nine World Series tied at three games apiece, it was on Young’s watch that Boston took a four-games-to-three lead, beating Pittsburgh 7-3. Young was 0-for-4 at the plate but held the Pirates to just three runs in the complete game win and let his teammates supply the offense. He’d lost the first game, but won Game Five. He never played in another World Series, but wound up with a 2-1 record in the first one ever played.

  Cy Young, of course, was one of the main reasons that Boston had won the pennant. He’d won 28 regular-season games himself, every one of them a complete game victory. His 1903 record was 28-9, with an ERA of 2.08. It was the third year in a row he’d led the league in wins, though a bit of a comedown after winning 33 in 1901 and 32 in 1902! This was the man they named the Award after. He still leads the Red Sox in wins, with 192, and leads all of baseball with an untouchable 511 victories. No one has 30-win seasons anymore; Cy Young had five of them. Fifteen times, he won 20 or more games in a given year. Six seasons, he finished the year with an ERA under 2.00. He was, quite obviously, the gold standard among pitchers.

  Game Eight: Huntington Avenue Grounds, Boston / October 13, 1903

  Boston 3, Pittsburgh 0
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  WP: Dinneen (3-1)    LP: Phillippe (3-2)

  Since a win would give Boston the championship, no one was surprised that manager Jimmy Collins selected Dinneen to throw Game Eight. Big Bill and Cy Young both had 2-1 records in Series play, but Dinneen had enjoyed four days’ rest and was ready to go. Fred Clarke had little faith in his other pitchers; it was an elimination game and Phillippe (3-1) was the only Pirates pitcher who’d won a game. It was risky, in that he was being asked to start his fifth game in 13 days, this one on just two days’ rest—granted the second day because it had rained on Monday. Phillippe didn’t pitch poorly. He didn’t walk a Boston batter, and gave up eight hits in eight innings with one of Boston’s three runs being unearned, thanks to the three errors in the Pittsburgh defense.

  The problem was that Dinneen pitched a better ballgame. The crowd was less than half that of several earlier games, the smallest turnout of any during the Series in part because large blocks of tickets had been snapped up by speculators—and “the public would not submit to the extortion.” (Chicago Tribune)

  Dinneen retired the side on seven pitches in the first. For three innings, neither team scored a run. Neither Boston’s two singles nor Pittsburgh’s first error resulted in a score. Dinneen’s pitching hand was hit by a stinging shot off Sebring’s bat in the third inning, and it split his finger but despite the bleeding that continued to stain the balls he threw throughout the game, the gritty right-hander continued to pitch well.

  It was another triple that started the scoring, in the bottom of the fourth, deep to left-center field—Buck Freeman’s third triple of the games. Buck stayed on the bag through an error on a bunt that permitted Parent to reach first, and again on a sacrifice bunt that moved Parent to second. With two outs, Hobe Ferris shot a single to center that brought in both Freeman and Parent. After Dinneen singled, Ferris was thrown out trying to score and the inning was over.

  Boston added a third run, in the sixth, on Candy LaChance’s two-out triple to right field and Ferris’s single to center—his third RBI of the game. There were no other runs scored.

  The fielding was superb, with nothing but superlatives accorded the Bostons. The Post in particular noted several plays, and praised Collins who “covered acres of ground and threw as only he can throw.” The infield work in general made the Pirates “look amateurish by comparison.”

  Dinneen shut out the Pirates, again by a 3-0 score as in Game Two, on just four hits, striking out the great Honus Wagner in the ninth to end the game. There was no need for a Game Nine. Boston had won its fifth game—four in a row—and the first World Championship was theirs.

  Wagner, the particular target of the Royal Rooters, hit .222 with six hits (only one double) and made six errors. Third baseman Leach made four errors, though he drove in seven runs to lead the team. Sebring’s .333 was the best average and his four RBIs (all in the first game) ranked him second in that category. Boston’s Dougherty and Ferris each drove in five, while Criger, Freeman, LaChance, and Parent each drove in four. Parent’s eight runs scored led the team. Stahl’s .303 was the leading average; he scored six times, as did Freeman. Only Ginger Beamont, with six, scored more than three runs for the Pirates.

  Boston mounted a better offense, but in the end it came down to pitching. Phillippe was terrific, but Pittsburgh captain Fred Clarke conceded to the Boston Journal, “Boston won on its merits. We were weak in pitchers.”

  Boston manager Jimmy Collins credited the support shown the team by the fans. “The support given the team by the ‘Royal Rooters’ will never be forgotten . . . no little portion of our success is due to this selfsame band of enthusiasts. Noise—why they astonished Pittsburgh by their enthusiasm.” [Ryan, p. 157]

  Phillippe wound up with five decisions in a World Series, all complete games, something we will never expect to see again. He posted a 2.86 ERA for the Series, but lost twice. Leever was 0-2, and Kennedy bore the loss in Game Five.

  Dinneen was 3-1 (2.06), throwing two 3-0 shutouts in the same World Series. Young was 2-1 (1.85). Between the two men, they’d pitched all but two innings of the eight games. Tom Hughes threw those two innings. He was 0-1. Despite being a 20-game winner in 1903, Hughes was banished to New York after the season, traded in December for Jesse Tannehill.

  The rewards were plentiful, but surely among the best was simply reading a headline like that in the Journal the morning after the final game: “Boston Americans Are Now the Champions of the World.”

  Dinneen had an even better year in 1904 than he did in 1903, winning 23 games. Cy Young saw his 1904 win total drop for the fourth year in a row—but it dropped to “only” 26 wins, with a 1.97 ERA. (There’s a reason baseball’s top pitching award bears his name). Boston as a whole did pretty well in 1904, too, winning the pennant and playing well enough that John McGraw and the New York Giants refused to play them in the World Series.

  PLAYER PROFILE: BILL DINNEEN
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  Bill Dinneen beat the Pirates in the final game of the World Series, throwing a four-hit 3-0 shutout. He struck out seven and walked only two. He improved his Series mark to 3-1 with the win, finishing with a 2.06 ERA. Needless to say, very few pitchers have ever won three games in a given World Series. The only time the Pirates ever got a man into scoring position was in the fourth, and an attempted double steal saw Leach cut down at home plate.

  A 20-game winner in 1900, Dinneen was one who Jimmy Collins brought with him to the American League. For the next four years, Big Bill kept his ERA under 3.00, winning 15, 21, 21, and 23 games. Pitching on the same staff as Cy Young, his 21-13 (2.26) mark in 1903 and 23-14 (2.20) totals in ’04 were big parts of what enabled Boston to win the pennant both years.

  He began to lose his effectiveness after ’04, and ultimately left player ranks to become an American League umpire from the latter part of 1909 all the way through the 1937 season. He umpired in eight World Series, and in the first All-Star Game ever staged (1933).
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  1912 WORLD SERIES

  BOSTON RED SOX 4, NEW YORK GIANTS 3 (WITH ONE TIE GAME)

  The 1912 team was as different as night and day from the fifth-place 1911 Red Sox, who finished those 24 games behind Philadelphia.

  Now Smoky Joe Wood was pretty good in 1911—who’s going to complain about a 23-17 (2.02 ERA) pitcher on a breakeven (78-75) ballclub? But in 1912, he put up colossal numbers: 34-5 with a 1.19 earned run average. In 1911, Eddie Cicotte (11), Ray Collins (11), and Larry Pape (10) each reached double digits in the wins column, but both Cicotte and Collins had more losses than wins. The 1911 outfield had three .300 hitters in Duffy Lewis (.307 with 86 RBIs), Tris Speaker (.334 with 70 RBIs), and Harry Hooper (.311 with 45 RBIs). Not one starting position player hit below .257. The Red Sox scored 680 runs while only allowing 643, but still only won 51 percent of their games.
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  In 1912, Speaker batted .383. Lewis drove in 109 runs. Third baseman Larry Gardner jumped from 44 to 86 runs batted in. Jake Stahl came back to baseball after a year off running a bank in Chicago to deposit a .301 average and cash in 60 RBIs. Heinie Wagner went from 38 RBIs to 68. Almost everyone blossomed on offense.

  The real change was on the mound. In 1912, the team boasted two 20-game winners (as well as the 34-game–winning Wood), both of them rookies: Buck O’Brien (20-13, 2.58 ERA), who’d gotten his feet wet in 1911, and the 22-year-old Hugh Bedient (20-9, 2.92 ERA). Collins was 13-8 and Charlie Hall was 15-8. The pitchers and defense allowed 544 runs while the offense scored 799, and they won what still remains a franchise-high 105 games against just 47 losses.
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  The “Boston legation” at the Polo Grounds for Game One of the 1912 World Series. Smoky Joe Wood won the game, 4-3. (Library of Congress/Bain News Service)

  The Red Sox were also playing in a new home ballpark, Fenway Park, and apparently felt right at home; they won 74 percent of their decisions at Fenway. The Sox were under new ownership—former ballplayer and manager James McAleer—and he’d installed Jake Stahl as manager (and first baseman) of the 1912 team. Stahl was, interestingly, a player on the 1903 championship team—the only man to play for both the 1903 and 1912 World Champions.

  Needless to say, it all made a big difference. The Red Sox finished a full 14 games ahead of second-place Washington, a 27-game swing for the Sox from the year before. They were ready to take on the New York Giants, at the Polo Grounds, on October 8. The Giants had won handily, too, an even ten games ahead of the Pirates.

  On September 25, McAleer called “heads” but lost the coin toss to determine where the Series would open. The Red Sox wanted to begin the very day after the regular season ended, which would be October 7. New York wanted to start on October 8. McAleer called “heads” again, but tails came up a second time. The two clubs agreed on a system used in both 1906 and 1911, whereby they would alternate home fields until the Series was won. This meant that after the game on October 8, both teams had to travel to Boston for Game Two, then would board trains back to New York for Game Three, and so forth and so on. The same shifting from city to city was used again in 1913 between New York and Philadelphia.

  THE GAMES

  Game One: Polo Grounds, New York / October 8, 1912

  Boston 4, New York 3
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  WP: Wood (1-0)    LP: Tesreau (0-1)

  Though the Red Sox had won 105 games, the Giants weren’t going to be pushovers. They’d won 103 games. They’d driven in more runs, hit for a higher average, scored more runs, and in Christy Mathewson and Rube Marquard had a couple of 20-game winners of their own. McGraw was still manager for the New Yorkers, as he had been back in 1904. Joshua Pahigian writes, “Red Sox fans still remembered how McGraw had dodged the Boston Americans in 1904 and they believed the Giants manager had deprived them of a world championship that had been rightfully theirs.” At least among the fans, there was a bit of a reckoning at stake.

  Game One featured their stingiest pitcher, Jeff Tesreau—his 1.96 earned run average led the National League and helped him post a 17-7 record, though the rookie spitballer was “the algebraic X” in the words of the Los Angeles Times, an unknown quantity. The Red Sox started Smoky Joe. If Tesreau was stingy, Joe Wood was equally miserly with, as noted above, an ERA of 1.91 and in 38 starts he’d won an astonishing 34 games, with—perhaps not surprisingly, in light of the ERA—ten shutouts among them.

  Facing the best the National League had to offer, he didn’t shut down the Giants’ offense for long. They put the first two runs on the board after two outs in the bottom of the third, when right-fielder Red Murray, New York’s leading RBI man (92 on the season) singled in both Josh Devore and Larry Doyle with a shot into center field. Murray was cut down trying to make it to second base on the play. Tesreau, who’d been a trifle shaky the first three frames, seemed to settle down after going up 2-0.

  For 5 ⅓ innings, the Red Sox only hit two balls out of the infield—both easy fly balls. Tesreau had a no-hitter going until Speaker tripled in the top of the sixth. The ball “shot through the racing [Fred] Snodgrass’s outstretched hands and rolled to the fence” (New York Times). Duffy Lewis grounded out to second base; Doyle’s only play was to first base and Speaker scored.

  In the top of the seventh, the Red Sox struck—and maybe got a break. After Jake Stahl grounded out, Heinie Wagner singled to center, and so did Hick Cady. With runners on first and second, Wood grounded out to second base but only the middle runner was retired. And therein lay the break. Christy Mathewson, in a ghostwritten syndicated column, said it was a ready-made double play ball to Doyle at second, but “it took a jump away from him and to his right. He was lucky to knock it down and very lucky to get Cady.” The Giants narrowly missed getting out of the inning without a run coming across. Behind in the count 0-2, Harry Hooper hit a “fierce smash” (Hugh Fullerton, writing in the New York Times) of a double over the first base bag and easily drove in Wagner; Wood held up at third base. With two men in scoring position, Sox second baseman Steve Yerkes brought them both home with a single to left field. Speaker struck out, but the Sox had added three runs and taken a 4-2 lead.
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  The Red Sox taking batting practice, prior to Game One at the Polo Grounds. (Library of Congress/Bain News Service)

  The New York Times termed Snodgrass’s sixth-inning play a “blunder” in that Devore was closer to the ball but Snodgrass called him off. Giants manager McGraw agreed, ripping Snodgrass in print in his own newspaper column. He wrote that Snodgrass “turned what should have been a sure out into a three-base hit.” McGraw couldn’t have been angling for friends among his men. He also took Meyers to task for failing to catch a foul pop-up and giving Hooper fresh life in the seventh.

  With one on and two outs in the bottom of the seventh, Tesreau was taken out for pinch-hitter Moose McCormick, who got a hold of one but flied out to left field. Doc Crandall relieved Tesreau and retired the Red Sox in the eighth and ninth with only a double to Wagner.

  Wood kept the ball in the infield in the eighth with two 6-3 grounders and a pop-up to Gardner at third, but faltered in the ninth. Fred Merkle swung at the first pitch and hit a one-out single to left, and Buck Herzog singled the other way—to right. Hooper may have failed to fully track it in the late afternoon shadows. The third single in a row, by catcher Chief Meyers, scored Merkle. Herzog took third and Meyers took second on the futile throw to Cady at home plate. Herzog might well have scored, save for Hooper fielding the ball bare-handed and firing it home in time to head off Herzog and hold him on third base. With runners on second and third, and just one out, the game hung in the balance. Joe Wood had been smoked for three consecutive singles, but now Wood buckled down and struck out both shortstop Art Fletcher and the pitcher Crandall (a good-hitting pitcher, he’d batted .313 during the 1912 regular season and had 19 runs batted in).

  Like McGraw and Mathewson, Wood, Speaker, and Tesreau all had bylined newspaper columns. Wood admitted he’d feared Fletcher would try to squeeze home Herzog from third in the ninth. He called Crandall a “hitting pitcher” and said “no one can safely take chances with him.” Crandall worked the count to 3-2. Then, Wood wrote, “I saw that Crandall was standing well away from the plate, and so I put one over the outside corner, which he missed.” Strike three. Game over. Red Sox 4, Giants 3. Wood had struck out 11, eight of them looking.

  Wood, Mathewson wrote, showed he was under considerable strain in the ninth and “pitching on nerve alone.” Mathewson said the Giants were not discouraged. He felt the Sox had showed a certain lack of aggressiveness and “I don’t think that we will have so much to fear from now on.” He didn’t anticipate that this best-of-seven Series was going to go eight games.

  PLAYER PROFILE: SMOKY JOE WOOD
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  It’s a fair guess that Joe Wood’s astonishing 34-5 won-loss record helped ensure that the Red Sox reached the World Series. Ten regular-season shutouts and an earned run average of 1.91 were part of the equation as well. He won three of the four games that decided the Series, with a 3-1 record and a 4.50 ERA. He started Games One, Four, and Seven, and came on to relieve—and win—Game Eight, but almost blew that one, rescued when the Red Sox scored two runs in the bottom of the 11th.

  Wood had joined the Red Sox late in 1908, and ran up a record of 116-56 through the 1915 season. That final season was one of his best, 15-5 (1.49), but accumulated injuries caught up with him and destroyed his effectiveness as a pitcher. He saw no action in the 1915 World Series. After not playing at all in 1916, the Sox sold him to Cleveland in February 1917. He only ever appeared in seven games for the Indians, as a pitcher, but had always been a good batter and played parts of six seasons with the Indians, leaving major league ball after the 1922 season with a lifetime .283 average.

  Game Two: Fenway Park, Boston / October 9, 1912

  Boston 6, New York 6 (tie, 11 innings)
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  No winning pitcher and no losing pitcher.

  There was strong suspicion that by starting Tesreau against Boston’s best pitcher, Wood, Giants manager John McGraw may have partially conceded Game One so that he could throw his two big guns—Christy Mathewson and Rube Marquard—against two supposedly lesser Red Sox pitchers (Ray Collins and Buck O’Brien) and thus gain a two-games-to-one edge. The Series had, after just one game, reverted to Boston without a day off in accord with the questionable plan of alternating cities until the Series was completed.

  Collins, in the fourth of seven seasons he pitched for the Red Sox, was ready to go. He was the only left-hander on the Sox staff. It was his only Series start, despite a good 13-8 (2.53 ERA) regular-season record.

  Though Snodgrass doubled into the temporary stands in left to lead off the game, Collins retired the next three men, leaving Snodgrass on third. Boston benefited from three quick runs in the bottom of the first. Hooper singled, the ball glancing off Mathewson’s glove, then stole second off him. Shortstop Fletcher’s error saw Hooper reach third with Yerkes on first. Speaker bunted for a base hit and loaded the bases, as Hooper held. Duffy Lewis hit the ball to Herzog at third, who threw home to cut down Hooper; the two runners moved up. Gardner grounded out back to the mound, but again the ball ticked off Matty’s outstretched glove. It caromed to Doyle at second, whose only play was at first, and Yerkes came in the back door with the first run. Jake Stahl singled past third base and drove in two more before Wagner popped out to end the inning. 3-0, Red Sox.

  Herzog tripled to the right-field barrier and Meyers singled when the ball bounced up freakishly and glanced off Gardner’s face, and the Giants put a run on the board in the top of the second. They added another in the fourth on Red Murray’s leadoff triple and, two batters later, Herzog’s sacrifice fly to Speaker in center. The Red Sox scored once more in the bottom of the fifth. After the pitcher struck out, Hooper singled to center field (already his third hit of the game). The sun was giving Murray trouble in right field so McGraw had Murray and Snodgrass change defensive positions, Murray moving from right to left and Snodgrass moving left to right. Meyers threw out Hooper stealing second—but Fletcher dropped the ball, and Harry was safe. Yerkes tripled to center field, scoring Hooper, but Speaker failed to cash in, hitting into a 6-5 double play.

  In the top of the eighth, the Giants edged the Sox to take a 5-4 lead. Duffy Lewis made the only error of the game for Boston, and Snodgrass reached first. When Doyle singled to Speaker, Snodgrass moved up one base. He took third when center-fielder Beals Becker grounded out forcing Doyle at second. With runners on first and third, Murray doubled and drove in Snodgrass. Manager Stahl reacted quickly and brought in “Sea Lion” Hall to pitch to Merkle. Merkle fouled out to Bill Carrigan, catching for the Red Sox. Herzog doubled and drove in both Becker and Murray, before Hall got Meyers to ground out.

  The slim New York lead didn’t last long, though at first it looked like Mathewson would escape without trouble as both Yerkes and Speaker were retired. Lewis hit one off the right-field bleacher fence for two bases, though, and scored from second when Fletcher fumbled Gardner’s ball. Then Stahl reached on Doyle’s error and stole second, but Wagner whiffed. The errors were the third and fourth miscues committed by Giants fielders. Fletcher had three all by himself. The game was tied, 5-5.

  Though Hall walked the side with two outs in the top of the ninth, Murray hit into a force play. Mathewson set down the Red Sox 1-2-3 without letting the ball leave the infield.

  Leadoff triples are never good for the team in the field, and when Merkle hit a three-bagger to start the 10th, Boston fans held their breath. Herzog grounded out, Wagner looking Merkle back to third base before throwing to first for the initial out. Meyers was walked intentionally, and McGraw inserted the speedier Tillie Shafer to run for the Chief. He then brought in Moose McCormick to bat for Fletcher. As in the first game, Moose flied out to left—but this time it was a successful sacrifice fly that scored Merkle. Mathewson, still in the game, popped up to second.
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