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Using this Guide








Abbreviations Used








 



	9/11     

	September 11, 2001

	Gen. 

	General








	abbr. 

	abbreviation 

	GDP 

	Gross Domestic Product








	A.D. 

	Anno Domini (L., Year of    

	GMT 

	Greenwich Mean Time






 

 	

 	the Lord); used for the

	i.e. 

	id est (L., that is)






 

 	

 	first millennium only)

	km 

	kilometer








	A.H. 

	After Hijra 

	lit. 

	literally 










	aka 

	Also known as

	lt. 

	lieutenant 










	b.

	born

	m

	meter










	B.C. 

	Before Christ  

	pl. 

	plural 










	brig.

	brigadier

	pop.

	population










	ca 

	circa

	q.v. 

	quod vide (L., which see)








	col. 

	colonel 

	r. 

	regina/rex/elected leader








	cu 

	cubic

	sing. 

	singular








	d. 

	died 

	sq. 

	square








	der. 

	derivative 

	St. 

	Saint








	est. 

	estimated 

	U.K. 

	United Kingdom








	EUR 

	Euro

	UN 

	United Nations








	fig. 

	figuratively 

	U.S./USA 

	United States of America








	ft. 

	feet

	

	

















Alphabetical Order








The alphabetic order does not take into account spaces, hyphens, or the Arabic definite article “al”/“el.”








In the Arab Middle East (a) the current rulers of Jordan and Saudi Arabia, and the past rulers of Egypt and Iraq are called kings; (b) the ruler of Oman, sultan; (c) the ruler of North Yemen, imam; and (d) the rest, emirs. For (a), (b), and (c), see the first name of the ruler, and for (d) the family name. For the king of Iran, see the family name.








Alternative Spellings








The spelling given in the headword is preferable to the alternative(s) mentioned later.








Cross-References








The cross-reference noted by [q.v.] means that further information about the subject is available under the word(s) after which it appears.








No cross-reference is used for the countries of the Middle East, except for Palestine and Transjordan.








Index








It covers the list of entries and sub-entries in alphabetical order.
















Preface








The best way to use this reference work is to look up the term(s) first in the Index.








This general-purpose dictionary pertains to the Middle East, a region covering Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, the Palestinian Territories, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. The reason for this selection is given under the entry: Middle East.








The dictionary covers the following subjects: Arab-Israeli wars, Arab Spring, biographies, Christianity and Christian sects, civil wars, country profiles, ethnic groups, geography, government, Gulf wars, history and historical places, hostages, international agreements and treaties, Islam and Islamic sects, Judaism and Jewish sects, languages, literature and writers, military and military leaders, miscellaneous, non-conventional biological-chemical-nuclear weapons, oil and gas, personalities, the peace process, politics, political ideologies, religious ideologies and ideologues, regional conflicts, regional organizations, terrorism, tourist designations, and the United Nations.








I have included only those personalities who made an impact on the politics, military, religion, or literature of a country or the region, and who reached adulthood around the turn of the 20th century or later. Likewise, I have included only those international agreements, protocols, or treaties that were signed, or initialed, in the 20th century or later. In the case of political, religious, or politico-religious parties and personalities, I have paid as much attention to those in power, now or in the past, as to those in opposition.








Since standard ways of transliterating Arabic and Hebrew words require acutes, graves, ogoneks, and so on, and these are not used by the English-language news agencies or newspapers, I have opted for the spellings current in the English-language print media. Within this context I have been consistent—using, for instance, Halacha, not Halakha; Muslim, not Moslem; and Quran, not Koran.








Dilip Hiro 
London, January 2013
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A










aal (Arabic: of a family or clan): The term aal is used for Arab families or clans of distinction.




 


Aal Saud (Arabic: House of Saud): see House of Saud.








Abadan: 

Iranian city Population: 415,000 (2011 est.) Situated on an island of the same name in the Shatt al–Arab [q.v.], also known as Arvand Rud [q.v.], Abadan is called after its eighth-century founder, Abbad. It thrived as a port during the rule of the Abbasid dynasty (751 A.D.-1258). But with the silt from the Shatt al-Arab expanding the delta gradually inwards, its commercial importance declined. With the Shatt al-Arab emerging as the boundary between the Persian and Ottoman Empires in the mid–17th century, Abadan became a disputed territory. It was not until 1847 that Iran succeeded in acquiring it.






Soon after petroleum was discovered in the area in 1908, it became the site of an oil refinery owned by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. In 1937, pressured by Iran and Britain, Iraq conceded to the thalweg principle that the median line of the deepest channel for the four miles of the Shatt al-Arab opposite Abadan should delineate the international boundary. With the Iranian economy booming in the early-to-mid–1970s due to high oil prices, Abadan prospered. The city participated in the revolutionary movement that overthrew the regime of Muhammad Reza Shah Pahlavi [q.v.] in 1979. It suffered heavily in the Iran–Iraq War (1980–88) [q.v.], when its oil facilities were destroyed. It has since been rebuilt.








Abbas, Mahmoud (1935–): Palestinian politician; prime minister of Palestinian Authority [q.v.], 2003; president of Palestinian Authority, 2004— Born of middle–class parents in Safad, Palestine [q.v.], he and his family fled to Syria during the 1948–1949 Arab–Israeli War [q.v.]. Abbas graduated in law at Damascus University, and then earned a doctorate in history at the Patrice Lumumba Peoples’ Friendship University, Moscow. His doctoral thesis was published later in Arabic, titled The Other Side: the Secret Relationship between Nazism and Zionism (Arabic: al- Wajh al-Akhar: al–Alaqat as Sirriya bayna an Naziya wa as Sihyuniya).






In 1965 he was one of the founder members of Fatah [q.v.]. Three years later, he was elected a member of the Palestine National Council [q.v.]. As a moderate voice in the Palestinian leadership, he became a target for assassination by the Abu Nidal group [q.v.] in 1974 in Beirut [q.v.]. He was the chief initiator of secret contacts with leftist Jewish groups of Israel.








Elected to the executive committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization [q.v.] in 1980, he was appointed as head of the PLO’s department for national and international relations. In his book The Road to Oslo, published in 1994, he described the clandestine contacts in 1992 between the PLO, then a banned organization in Israel, and the leaders of the Labor [q.v.] and Likud [q.v.] parties. After Israel legalized the PLO in January 1993, the PLO chairman Yasser Arafat [q.v.] put Abbas in charge of the clandestine talks with Israel, which were held in Norway, where the Palestinian delegation was led by Ahmad Qurei.






On 13 Sept 1993, as the counterpart of Israeli foreign minister Shimon Peres [q.v.], he signed the Declaration of Principles on Palestinian Self–Rule at the White House ceremony in Washington in the presence of U.S. President Bill Clinton (r. 1993–2001), Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin [q.v.], and Arafat. In 1994 he moved to Gaza [q.v.]. Two years later he was elected secretary–general of the PLO’s executive committee, thus becoming Arafat’s deputy in the PLO.








Lacking in charisma, he had little popular support. He was widely considered as too accommodating toward Israel. His description of the two-year-old al–Aqsa Intifada of 2000 [q.v.] as a disaster that had resulted in the Palestinian Authority [q.v.] losing all it had built up summarized his viewpoint.








Appointed the first prime minister of the Palestinian Authority in March 2003 by President Arafat, he resigned six months later when Arafat refused to transfer authority over security forces to him. After Arafat’s death in November 2004, he was elected chairman of the PLO. As the candidate of Fatah, he won the presidential election in January 2005 with 62.5 percent of the vote, well ahead of his nearest rival, Mustafa Barghouti, an independent, at 28.5 percent. In the parliamentary election in 2006, Fatah lost to Hamas [q.v.], which emerged as the majority party. In early 2007, a unity government of Hamas and Fatah under Prime Minister Ismail Haniya [q.v.] was formed. After the Hamas takeover of Gaza [q.v.] in June, Abbas declared a state of emergency and appointed Salam Fayyad [q.v.] as prime minister.








In May 2008, Abbas said he would step down if his peace talks with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert [q.v.] did not result in an agreement in principle within six months. But he did not keep his word. In January 2009 he unilaterally extended his presidential tenure by a year in order to align the next presidential and parliamentary elections. But he continued in office after that date. The promised elections were not held.








His peace negotiations with Benjamin Netanyahu [q.v.], who succeeded Olmert in March, proved sterile. It was only at the urging of U.S. President Barack Obama (r. 2009–) that the two leaders met at the White House in early September 2010. But three weeks later, when—following the expiry of Israel’s partial moratorium on constructing Jewish colonies in the occupied West Bank [q.v.]—Israel resumed construction, the peace talks collapsed again. Abbas had said earlier that he would not negotiate while construction in the West Bank continued.








After the ouster of Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak [q.v.], in February 2011, foreign minister Nabil al–Araby [q.v.], acting as a genuinely honest broker, succeeded in reconciling Abbas and Hamas [q.v.] leaders in May. They agreed to work together to end the Israeli occupation. Hamas backed Abbas’s attempt at the United Nations in September to win recognition of Palestine [q.v.] as a member state. It failed.








In early February 2012 Abbas signed an agreement with Hamas leader Khaled Mashaal [q.v.] to form an interim unity government with him as president and prime minister as a prelude to holding parliamentary and presidential elections.










Abdul Aziz bin Abdul Rahman al–Saud (1879–1953): founder and king of Saudi Arabia, 1932–53  Also known as Bin Saud of Saudi Arabia. Born in Diraiya, central Arabia, Abdul Aziz grew up in Kuwait, where his ruling al–Saud family was exiled following its defeat in 1891. In 1902 he regained Diraiya and neighboring Riyadh [q.v.] from the rival Rashid clan, which was allied with the Ottoman Empire. After consolidating his domain, he captured the eastern Hasa region in 1913. Two years later in the midst of World War I, Britain, the leading European power in the region, recognized him as ruler of an independent Najd and Hasa. In 1920 he conquered the Asir region on the Red Sea. The next year he defeated his rival, Muhammad bin Rashid, who was based in Shammar. After he had added more territories to his domain in 1922, he called himself the Sultan of Najd and its Dependencies.








He couched his campaigns in Islamic terms, as a struggle to punish either religious dissenters or those who had strayed from true Islam as encapsulated by Wahhabism [q.v.]. He also made it a point to marry into the family of the defeated tribal chief, thus consolidating his control of the captured territory. In the process he acquired 17 wives and sired 45 sons and 215 daughters. Among his spouses the most important were Hussah bint Ahmad al–Sudeiri, mother of seven sons, known as the Sudeiri Seven, including Fahd [q.v.], Sultan, Nayef [q.v.], and Salman; Jawrah bint Mu-said al–Jiluwi, mother of Khalid [q.v.]; Asi al-Shuraim, mother of Abdullah [q.v.]; and Tarfa bint Abdullah al-Shaikh, mother of Faisal [q.v.].








In 1924 Abdul Aziz defeated Sharif Hussein bin Ali al-Hashem in Hijaz [q.v.] and deposed him. Having declared himself King of Hijaz and Sultan of Najd and its Dependencies in January 1926 (later King of Hijaz and Najd and its Dependencies), he sought international recognition. The following year Britain recognized him as King of Hijaz and Najd and its Dependencies. In 1929 he came into conflict with the militant section of the Ikhwan [q.v.], the armed wing of Wahhabis, which had so far been his fighting force. Assisted by the British, then controlling Kuwait and Iraq, he crushed the Ikhwan rebellion. In September 1932 he combined his two domains, combining 77 percent of 1.12 million sq. mi./3.1 million sq. km of the Arabian Peninsula [q.v.], into one—the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia— and called himself King of Saudi Arabia. He made his eldest son, Saud [q.v.], crown prince, and Faisal the next in line.








He faced an economic crisis caused by a severe drop in the tax paid by the pilgrims to Mecca [q.v.] following a decline in their numbers due to global depression. It was against this background that he granted an oil concession to the Standard Oil Company of California in 1933 for £50,000 as an advance against future royalties on oil production. Modest commercial extraction, which started in 1938, was interrupted by World War II, in which he remained neutral until March 1945. Despite its growing links with U.S. petroleum corporations, Saudi Arabia failed to gain Washington’s recognition until Abdul Aziz met U.S. President Franklin Roosevelt (r. 19331945) aboard a U.S. warship in the Great Bitter Lake of the Suez Canal [q.v.] in February 1945. The next month he was instrumental in getting the Arab League [q.v.] established in Cairo [q.v.]. His regional policy was conservative, committed to maintaining the status quo and shunning any dramatic moves toward the creation of larger Arab states through merger or confederation.








As a domineering and militarily successful tribal chief, he behaved like an autocrat in domestic affairs. When he acquired the title King of Hijaz he announced the establishment of a 24-member Consultative Council, consisting of clergy, lay notables and merchants in line with an injunction of the Quran [q.v.], which requires the governor to consult the governed. The Council played an insignificant role for a while and then became extinct. Following a dramatic increase in oil output after World War II, the economic boom overstretched the rudimentary institutions of the state, supervised by Abdul Aziz and some of his close aides. It undermined the traditional, spartan Wahhabi lifestyle of the House of Saud [q.v.]. Yet it was not until October 1953—a month before his death—that he issued a decree appointing a council of ministers as an advisory body.








Abdul Ghani, Abdul Aziz (1939–2011): Yemeni politician; North Yemeni prime minister, 1975—80,1983—90,1994—97 Born into a Shafii Sunni [q.v.] family in the Hujariya region of North Yemen, Abdul Ghani went to a teacher training college in Aden [q.v.], South Yemen. He then obtained an economics degree from Colorado College, Colorado Springs, in the United States. After his return to Aden he taught economics. When South Yemen became independent under a leftist regime in late 1967, he left for North Yemen, where he was appointed minister of economy and health. In 1971, after the formal end of an eight-year civil war in North Yemen [q.v.], he became governor of the Central Bank.








His absence from the country during the civil conflict; his Shafii origins, which set him apart from the fractious Zaidi Shia [q.v.] military officers and tribal leaders; and his technocratic background stood him in good stead. Following the coup by Colonel Ibrahim Hamdi [q.v.] in June 1974, he was nominated to the ruling Military Command Council. In January 1975 Hamdi appointed him prime minister, a position he continued to hold, along with the membership of the ruling Presidential Council—despite the assassination of Hamdi and his successor, Ahmad Hussein Ghashmi [q.v.]—until October 1980, when he was made vice-president by President Ali Abdullah Saleh [q.v.].  He took on the additional job of premier in November 1983 and stayed in that position until the unification of North and South Yemen in May 1990.








As a representative of Shafiis, who were slightly more numerous than Zaidis in North Yemen, he was assured of high office. In the five-strong Presidential Council for united Yemen that followed, he was one of the three North Yemeni members. He retained his position when the first popularly elected parliament of united Yemen chose members of the new Presidential Council in October 1993. His main area of expertise remained finance, industry, and economic development. He supported Saleh in the civil war [q.v.] that erupted in May 1994, and was appointed prime minister after it ended in July. Following the 1997 parliamentary election, he was replaced as prime minister by Faraj Said Ghanim. Later that year, on the formation of the 59-member nominated Consultative (Shura) Council, decreed by the president, Abdul Ghani was appointed its chairman. He held that position until his death from injuries sustained in a rocket attack on the presidential compound in June 2011.










Abdul Maguid, Ahmad Esmat (1923-): 

Egyptian diplomat and politician; secretary-general of the Arab League, 1991–2001

 Born into a middle-class family in Alexandria [q.v.], Abdul Maguid trained as a lawyer at universities in his native city and Paris. He joined the Foreign Service when he was 27. As a career diplomat he rose steadily up the hierarchical ladder, becoming ambassador to France in 1970. When Anwar Sadat [q.v.] became president later that year, he named him deputy foreign minister. From 1972 to 1983 he served as his country’s chief representative at the United Nations. The following year he became foreign minister and deputy premier. In May 1991, following the expulsion of Iraq from occupied Kuwait, in which Egypt played an important role, he was unanimously elected secretary- general of the Arab League [q.v.], the event signifying the restoration of Egypt as leader of the Arab world after 12 years of ostracizing after its unilateral peace treaty with Israel in 1979 [q.v.]. In 2001, he was succeeded by Amr Moussa [q.v.].










Abdul Rahman, Omar (1938-): 

Egyptian Islamist leader

 Born into a poor peasant family in Gamaliya village, Daqaliya district, in the Nile [q.v.] delta, Abdul Rahman went blind in infancy as a result of diabetes. After his education in local religious schools he joined al-Azhar University [q.v.] in 1955. He obtained a doctorate in literature in 1965 and became a lecturer in Islamic studies at al-Azhar’s branch at Fahyum in the Nile delta.








As the prayer leader of the mosque in the nearby village of Fedmeen, he delivered sermons that were critical of the government of President Abdul Gamal Nasser [q.v.] and its ideology of Arab socialism [q.v.]. Following Egypt’s defeat in the June 1967 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.], he became more daring in his attacks on Nasser and Arab socialism. He was arrested in 1968 and expelled from al-Azhar. On his release he criticized the official policies on religious trusts [q.v.] and Islam [q.v.]. After the death of Nasser in September 1970 he was arrested because of his call to the faithful not to pray for the soul of Nasser, whom he considered an atheist. He was released as part of the general amnesty President Anwar Sadat [q.v.] granted following his coup against Ali Sabri [q.v.] in May 1971.








After a brief stint as a lecturer on Islamic affairs at the University of Asyut in southern Egypt, he took up a job of a teacher of Islamic studies in Saudi Arabia. He stayed in touch with Islamist activists in Egypt during his annual holidays there. On his return home in 1978 he became a professor of Islamic studies at the University of Asyut.








He attacked Sadat for the Camp David Accords [q.v.] and economic liberalization which, according to him, had led to moral and material corruption. After Sadat’s assassination in October 1981 he was one of the 24 suspects who were arrested. He was accused of issuing a fatwa (a religious decree) for Sadat’s assassination. But he was released, along with another suspect, due to lack of evidence.








Denied reinstatement as a professor at Asyut University, he settled in Fahyum. He continued his attacks on the regime, now headed by President Hosni Mubarak [q.v.]. He was arrested in 1984 for delivering a subversive sermon, but was found not guilty. He urged his followers to join the Afghan Mujahedin who, financed and trained by Saudi Arabia, America and Pakistan, were conducting a jihad [q.v.] against the Soviet-backed regime in Afghanistan. Among those who followed his exhortation was his son Ahmad. Addressing meetings throughout the country, he demanded that Egypt should be run exclusively according to the Sharia [q.v.]. His speeches inspired both al-Gamaat al-Islamiya [q.v.] and al-Jihad al-Islami [q.v.]. The government put him under house arrest in Fahyum and prevented him from speaking in public. In response he issued a fatwa allowing the faithful to capture weapons from the security forces in order to wage a jihad against the secular regime of President Mubarak.








In 1989 he was allowed to go on the hajj [q.v.] pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia]. But instead of Mecca [q.v.], he arrived in Khartoum, the capital of Sudan, where a pro-Islamic military junta had seized power on 30 June 1989. Fearing retribution from Egypt, the Sudanese leaders refused him asylum. Abdul Rahman toured a few European capitals before visiting Pakistan and Afghanistan, where his two sons had reportedly joined the Ittihad-e Islami (Arabic: Islamic Alliance), a pro-Saudi Afghan mujahedin group, which, along with other such factions, was funded and trained by the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) working in conjunction with Pakistan’s Inter Service Intelligence.








In late 1989 Abdul Rahman received a tourist visa from the U.S. embassy in Khartoum, where he had arrived from Pakistan, even though he was on the prohibited list. In America he ran a mosque in Brooklyn, which gained popularity among the Egyptian, Sudanese, and Yemeni immigrants. He obtained an immigrant visa, and moved to the adjoining state of New Jersey. From there his followers sent thousands of tapes of his sermons to Egypt. Following the bombing of the World Trade Center in New York in February 1993 and the aborting of a plan to bomb the United Nations and other targets some weeks later, Abdul Rahman was arrested as a suspect. He was found guilty in October 1995, and sentenced to life imprisonment for seditious conspiracy for a bombing plot. In early 1999, from his high security jail in the U.S., he endorsed the unilateral cease-fire declared by al-Gamaat al-Islamiya in Egypt.








Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz al-Saud (1923-): 

Saudi king and prime minister, 2005-

 Son of Abdul Aziz al-Saud [q.v.] and Asi al-Shuraim of the Rashid clan, which was defeated by Abdul Aziz in 1921, Abdullah was born and educated in Riyadh [q.v.].

He started his career as governor of Mecca [q.v.] and became deputy defense minister and commander of the National Guard [q.v.] in 1963. When Khalid bin Abdul Aziz [q.v.] acceded to the throne in 1975 he appointed Abdullah second deputy premier. As commander of the National Guard, the most cohesive and reliable armed force in the kingdom, Abdullah was influential. He belonged to the innermost circle of senior Saudi princes.








He headed the traditionalist-nationalist trend within the royal family, which was at odds with the modernist, pro-American faction led by Crown Prince Fahd bin Abdul Aziz [q.v.], especially over the pace of economic development. He advocated a pan-Arabist policy and cultivated friendly relations with Syria among others. He attempted to conciliate Syria and Iraq and bring the Lebanese Civil War (1975–90) [q.v.] to an end, but in vain.








When Fahd became king and prime minister in 1982, he named Abdullah crown prince and first deputy premier. During the Gulf crisis of 1990–91, unlike the defense minister, Prince Sultan bin Abdul Aziz, Abdullah was reluctant to invite U. S. forces to Saudi Arabia. But he was overruled by King Fahd. He continued to command the National Guard. He was distressed when a bomb at the National Guard training center in Riyadh in November 1995 killed seven people, including five American officers. Later that month, following a stroke, Fahd passed on his powers to Abdullah. Though, on recovery, Faisal nominally retrieved these powers three months later, there was less of Fahd’s imprint on the administration during the subsequent years as Abdullah became the de facto ruler.








He tried to defuse internal tensions by conciliating political and religious dissidents at home and abroad. Yet he failed to address the long-running contentious subject of the continued presence of U.S. troops on Saudi soil. The issue came to the fore in June 1996, when a huge explosion outside the Khobar Towers, a multistory residential block for the U.S. military personnel near the Dhahran air base, killed 19 American servicemen.








Abdullah continued the earlier policy of aiding the Taliban (Persian: Religious Students), a faction of hard-line Islamic fundamentalists [q.v.] in Afghanistan, created largely by Pakistan in late 1994, culminating in the recognition of the Taliban government in May 1997. In the region he mended fences with Iran [q.v.], especially after the election of Muhammad Khatami [q.v.] as president in August 1997. In early 1998 he refused to allow the Pentagon to use Saudi bases to strike Iraq because of its failure to cooperate unconditionally with UN weapons inspectors. In July 2000 he advised Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat [q.v.] not to compromise on the future status ofJerusalem [q.v.] by conceding the sovereignty of the Dome of the Rock/Haram al-Sharif [q.v.] to Israel in his talks with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak [q.v.] at Camp David in Maryland, U.S.A.








Following the attacks on three American targets by hijacked aircraft on 11 September 2001, Abdullah violated the quota of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries [q.v.] by increasing oil output by 500,000 barrels per day (bpd), and shipped an extra 700,000 bpd in Saudi tankers to America, thus lowering the oil price from $28 to $20 within weeks. Yet Washington’s relations with Riyadh soured when it emerged that 15 of the 19 hijackers of 9/11 were Saudi nationals.








In early 2005, yielding to the George W. Bush administration’s drive for democracy in the Greater Middle East, Abdullah ordered municipal elections in cities, with the voting right limited to male adults.








Later that year, following King Fahd’s death, Abdullah ascended the throne. He became the fully-fledged prime minister and head of the Military Service Council while retaining his command of the National Guard. He was also chairman of the Supreme Economic Council and president of the High Council for Petroleum and Minerals. A keen horseman, he had the distinction of founding the Equestrian Club in Riyadh. One of the richest persons in the world, his net worth was put at $25 billion in 2008 by 

Forbes

 magazine.








To overcome the challenge to the kingdom by militant Islamists, his government carried out a series of crackdowns involving simultaneous raids by security forces, wide-scale detentions, torture, and public beheadings. Under his watch, the judicial system was reorganized and the royal succession codified. In 2012, the expanded Princess Noura bint Abdul Rahman University for Women, the renamed Riyadh University for Women, became the largest higher education institution of its kind in the kingdom.








Abdullah became the first Saudi ruler to receive Russian president Vladimir Putin in Riyadh in 2007. He strengthened economic ties with China. Despite his warm relations with President Bush, he failed in his efforts to further the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. But he succeeded in winning the approval of the Saudi and other Islamic scholars to hold interfaith dialogue with Christian and Jewish leaders at a conference in Madrid, Spain, in July 2008. According to the documents leaked in 2010 by WikiLeaks [q.v.], a non-profit media organization formed to publish secret files of public interest, Abdullah repeatedly urged the U.S. to “cut off the head of the snake,” meaning bomb Iran’s nuclear facilities, while there was still time.








At the beginning of the Arab Spring [q.v.], Abdullah gave refuge to ousted Tunisian President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali in mid-January. Two weeks later he admonished U.S. President Barack Obama (r. 2009-) for being too hasty to urge Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak [q.v.] to step down. Later he offered asylum to Mubarak, who declined it. In mid-March he sent tanks and 1,000 troops to Bahrain [q.v.] to help quell prodemocracy protests. He was the prime mover behind the $20 billion aid package to Bahrain and Oman [q.v.], divided equally between them, to help their rulers to create jobs over the next 10 years. Wedded to the status quo, he initially stood by the Syrian regime of President Bashar Assad [q.v.] as it repressed the protestors demanding political reform. But in August he reversed this policy, withdrew the Saudi ambassador from Damascus, and then spearheaded an anti-Syria campaign at the Arab League [q.v.] and the United Nations. At home, he pledged to spend $130 billion to increase social benefits, reduce unemployment, and provide housing for his rapidly growing subjects, as well as bolster the security forces and religious police.








Abdullah I bin Hussein al-Hashem 

(1882–1951): 

Emir of Transjordan 1921–46; King of Jordan 1946–51

 Son of Sharif Hussein bin Ali al-Hashem of Hijaz [q.v.], Abdullah was educated in Istanbul, where his father was kept under surveillance from 1891 until the coup by the Young Turks in 1908. From 1912 to 1914 he represented Mecca [q.v.] in the Ottoman parliament. During World War I, he participated in the anti-Ottoman Arab revolt led by his father, in June 1916. When Sharif Hussein declared himself King of Hijaz in 1917, Abdullah became his foreign minister.








The disintegration of the Ottoman Empire in 1918 strengthened the hands of Sharif Hussein and his sons. In the summer of 1920, Abdullah assembled an army with the aim of expelling the French troops then occupying Syria. He entered the British-mandated territory east of the Jordan River [q.v.], called Transjordan [q.v.], in January 1921 and set up a government in Amman [q.v.] two months later. In July London offered to recognize Abdullah’s rule in Transjordan if he accepted the British mandate over it and Palestine [q.v.] (awarded to Britain by the League of Nations a year earlier) and renounced his plan to capture Syria. He consented provided the clauses of the mandate about the founding of a National Home for the Jews [q.v.] were not applied to the Emirate of Transjordan. This was agreed, and endorsed later by the League of Nations.








In April 1923 Britain announced that it would recognize Transjordan as an autonomous emirate under Emir Abdullah’s rule if a constitutional regime was established there and a preferential treaty with London signed. He agreed, and declared Transjordan “independent.” But it was only in April 1928 that he proclaimed a constitution, which stipulated that legal and administrative authority should be exercised by the ruler through a legislative council. The resulting nominated body was powerless. He then signed the Anglo-Transjordanian Treaty with Britain [q.v.]. At home, it was not until 1939 that he transformed the council into a cabinet and gave it some authority.








In 1941 he dispatched his Arab Legion troops, commanded by British officers, to Iraq to aid Britain in crushing the forces of Rashid Ali Gailani [q.v.]. When London recognized the independence of Transjordan in May 1946, he changed its name to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and called himself king. The subsequent revising of the 1923 Anglo-Transjordan Treaty [q.v.] happened in March 1948.








To extend his realm to Palestine, then being colonized by the Zionists [q.v.], Abdullah reached a clandestine, unwritten understanding with Zionist leaders not to oppose the partitioning of Palestine and the emergence of a Jewish state, if they let him take over the Arab part of Palestine. But the secret leaked, and the other constituents of the Arab League [q.v.] resolved to thwart the plan. In his clandestine meetings with Golda Meir [q.v.], a Zionist leader, in November 1947 and early May 1948, he explained his inability to stick to his agreement. This coincided with London’s advice to him to seize control of the Arab segment of Palestine in alliance with other Arab countries rather than through a deal with the Zionist leaders.








After the Arab League’s decision to dispatch troops to capture Palestine on the eve of the British departure on 14 May 1948, Abdullah became commander-in-chief of the forces from Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. His Arab Legion captured substantial parts of Arab Palestine while not attacking the zones allocated to the Jews in the UN partition plan of November 1947. In Jerusalem [q.v.], which was earmarked for international control, the Arab Legion seized the eastern part. In December, 2,000 Arab Palestinian delegates in Jericho [q.v.] acclaimed Abdullah as “King of all Palestine,” which meant most of what could be saved from the Israelis.








He began to transform his military occupation of Arab Palestine into annexation, presenting his action as a response to orchestrated calls by local Palestinian notables to that effect. His move alarmed other Arab leaders. As before, he entered into a clandestine dialogue with the Zionist leaders in April 1949 to settle the sticky points about a truce between Jordan and Israel. The talks culminated in a draft non-aggression pact between the two countries in early 1950. Once again the secret leaked. When pressured by fellow Arab leaders to scuttle his unilateral peace plan with Israel he agreed, provided they let him annex Arab Palestine. They did so. Formal annexation followed in April and changed the character of Abdullah’s realm. It now contained a large body of politicized Palestinians, who felt betrayed. Most of them considered him a traitor and a lackey of the British, who had made underhand deals with the Zionists at the expense of Arab interests. In July 1951, Shukri Ashu, a young Palestinian, assassinated Abdullah as he entered al-Aqsa mosque in East Jerusalem [q.v.] for Friday prayers.








Abdullah II bin Hussein al-Hashem

(b. 1962-): 

Jordanian king 1999-

 Born to King Hussein [q.v.] and Muna Gardiner, he was named the crown prince on birth. But fearing his assassination, which would put an infant on the throne, King Hussein amended the constitution and named his younger brother Hassan as the crown prince. After attending prestigious private schools in Britain, Abdullah graduated from Sandhurst Military Academy. He then obtained a graduate degree in international relations from Oxford University in 1984, and followed it up with a year of studies at Georgetown University in Washington.








Pursuing a military career, he became a brigadier general in 1994. Four years later he was given command of the Jordanian Special Forces and promoted to major general. Suffering from terminal lymphatic cancer, and dissatisfied with the way Prince Hassan had conducted state affairs in his absence, King Hussein revoked the amendment designating Hassan as crown prince two weeks before his death on 7 February 1999, and named Abdullah the crown prince.








As a result, Abdullah acceded to the throne with no experience in civil administration, politics, or diplomacy. Following the counsel of the senior advisers he inherited, he continued his father’s friendly relations with Israel [q.v.]. Dependent on the supply of Iraqi oil, he maintained cordial relations with Iraq [q.v.], ruled by President Saddam Hussein [q.v.], and expressed distress at the continued suffering of Iraqis because of the UN economic sanctions. After the installation of Bashar Assad [q.v.] as Syrian president in 2000, he improved ties with Syria [q.v.].








By presiding over the Arab League summit in Amman [q.v.] in March 2001, he became chairman of the Arab League for a year. It was in that role that he visited Washington in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks on the U.S. in September. The bill on free trade with Jordan, which had been languishing in U.S. Congress for three years, was passed in three weeks. The move helped Abdullah to advance economic liberalization in Jordan.








Political liberalization, however, remained a distant dream. A 2006 survey by the Jordan University’s Center for Strategic Studies found that more than three-quarters of respondents believed they would be punished if they attempted to demonstrate peacefully in public.








Following 9/11, Abdullah promised Jordan’s unequivocal backing for President George W. Bush’s “war on terrorism.” On the eve of the Anglo-American invasion of Iraq in March

2003 [q.v.], he allowed the Pentagon to operate from bases in Jordan. He continued his father’s policy of countering the rise of Islamic fundamentalists [q.v.] in his kingdom. He maintained cordial relations with Israel while emphasizing the need for the establishment of an independent Palestine [q.v.]. According to the documents leaked in 2010 by WikiLeaks, a non-profit media organization formed to publish secret files of public interest, he urged Washington to bomb Iran’s nuclear facilities.








Due to his economic liberalization policy, the annual GDP growth averaged 7 percent. Yet in November 2009 he dissolved parliament halfway through its four-year mandate and then cancelled the general election. When the election was held in November 2010, it was boycotted by the opposition. The turnout was low.








Responding to the onset of the Arab Spring [q.v.] in 2011, Abdullah replaced his prime minister twice, first in February and then in October, with his choice falling on Awm Shawkat al-Khasawneh, a former judge of the International Court of Justice. In June he promised British-style parliamentary government, but it was not until February 2012 that he spelled it out: fair elections, a law guaranteeing the broadest representation, a parliament based on political parties, and governments drawn from that parliament. Yielding to the pressure of the Islamic Action Front [q.v.], the leading opposition party, he became the first Arab leader to openly call on Syrian President Assad to step down. Yet when his Prime Minister al-Khasawneh, acting independently, reached out to the IAF, he replaced him with Fayez al-Tarawneh, a former premier, known to be a yes-man, in April 2012. In general the protest movement remained quiescent chiefly because of the citizens’ fear of bringing about the bloodshed that was then scarring neighboring Syria.










Abu Ammar: (Arabic: 

father of construction

); 

see

 Arafat, Yasser.








Abu Dhabi: 

city and emirate in the United Arab Emirates [q.v.].










Abu Dhabi city: 

capital of United Arab Emirates and Abu Dhabi emirate

 Population Abu Dhabi: 970,000 (2010 est.). Located on the offshore island of the same name, Abu Dhabi (Arabic: 

father of gazelle)

 was founded by members of the Aal bu Falah clan of the Bani Yas tribe in 1761. A quarter of a century later they transferred their base from the al-Jiwa oasis to Abu Dhabi.








In the early 20th century its 6,000-odd inhabitants were dependent on pearl fishing and petty trading for their livelihood. It was not until the discovery and extraction of petroleum in the Abu Dhabi emirate in the early 1960s that its capital began to expand. After the installation of Shaikh Zaid bin Sultan al-Nahyan [q.v.] as emir in 1966, ambitious plans to modernize Abu Dhabi were undertaken. Within a decade it had been turned into a modern city with offices, hotels, light industry, and an international airport. With the formation of a confederation of seven emirates, called the United Arab Emirates [q.v.], in 1971, Abu Dhabi was selected as its capital.








Oil wealth has turned it into an affluent metropolis, more Westernized than Arab, with the world’s leading corporations locating their regional headquarters there. At the same time economic diversification has transformed the city into an important center for financial services and a tourist destination. In 2007 it topped the per capita income league table for cities in the world. In the same year it became the center for the awarding of the International Prize for Arabic Fiction managed in association with the Booker Prize Foundation in London.








In 2009, Abu Dhabi city was selected as the headquarters of the newly established International Renewable Energy Agency. Its suburb of Masdar is set to become the globe’s first carbon-free settlement by 2025.










Abu Dhabi Emirate: Area 26,000 sq. mi./67,350 sq. km; population 1.80 million (2010 est.); 

see

 United Arab Emirates.








Abu Iyad: 

see

 Khalaf, Salah.








Abu Jihad: 

see

 Wazir, Khalil.








Abu Mazen: 

see

 Abbas, Mahmoud.








Abu Musa Island: 

an offshore island in the Gulf

 Population: 2,130 (2011) On the eve of the independence of the Trucial emirate of Sharjah [q.v.] in 1971, Muhammad Reza Shah Pahlavi [q.v.] of Iran pressed his claim to three islands at the mouth of the Gulf [q.v.], including Abu Musa. After Iranian troops had landed there, Britain, the erstwhile imperial power in the region, mediated. As a result, Sharjah and Iran agreed that both flags would fly on the island, and that Iran would pay Sharj ah an annual subsidy of £1.5 million until oil had been discovered in the emirate. In 1973, oil was discovered in a field off the Island of Abu Musa. Due to the territorial dispute with Iran, Sharjah received only half of the oil revenue.








In 1984, during the eight-year-long Iran-Iraq War [q.v.], Iran stopped paying Sharjah. In September 1991 Sharjah protested that Iran had exceeded the privileges it had been allowed under the 1971 agreement. But its efforts to secure the involvement of the United Nations did not get far. In 1994 the Gulf Cooperation Council [q.v.] took up the matter, and urged Iran to agree to refer the issue of its occupation of Abu Musa and Greater and Lesser Tumb Islands [q.v.] to the International Court of Justice. Tehran argues that its sovereignty over Abu Musa island was not open to negotiations. The issue remains unresolved.








Abu Nidal: 

see

 al-Banna, Sabri.








Acre: 

Israeli town

 Population: 46,300 (2011 est.), two-thirds Jewish, one-third Arab; also known as Akko. The commercial importance of Acre, a port on the Bay of Acre, dates back to the 15th century B.C. when it was renowned for its glass-making and purple-dyeing industries. King Ptolemy II of Egypt (r. 283–246 B.C.) changed its name from Accho to Ptolemais. When the Arabs captured it in 638 A.D. they called it Akka. Conquered by the crusaders (11041187), it was renamed St. Jean d’Acre. When the Knights of St. John acquired it in 1191 they made it the capital of Palestine [q.v.]. Its surrender to the Saracens in 1291 heralded the decline of the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem and the Crusades. It fell under the Ottomans (1517–1918), with a brief interregnum under Egypt (1832–1840). It formed part of the Palestine that was formally placed under the British Mandate in 1922. The 1947 UN partition plan for Palestine assigned Acre, then an Arab settlement of 12,000, to the Arabs. But in the war that ensued, the Zionist [q.v.] forces seized it, and incorporated it into Israel.








Five-day-long inter-ethnic violence erupted in October 2008 when an Israeli Arab [q.v.] violated the no-traffic protocol in a Jewish neighborhood during Yom Kippur [q.v.].








The town’s tourist offerings include the old town wall, an outstanding mosque built by Ahmad al-Jazzar in the late 18th century, and a stunning view of the Bay of Haifa.








A.D.: 

Abbreviation of Anno Domini 

(Latin: 

Year of the Lord)

 Since “the Lord” refers to Jesus Christ, Anno Domini supposedly begins with his birth. But, by most estimates, the actual starting point of the Years of the Lord was between 4 B.C. and 8 B.C.








Adonis: 

see

 Asbar, Ali Ahmad Said.










Aflaq, Michel (1910–89): 

Syrian political thinker and politician

 Born into a Greek Orthodox [q.v.] family in Damascus [q.v.], Aflaq received his higher education at the University of the Sorbonne, Paris, where he came under leftist influence. Back in Damascus in 1934 he taught history at a prestigious secondary school. Together with Salah al-Din Bitar [q.v.], a fellow teacher, in 1940 he established a study circle called the Movement of Arab Renaissance (Arabic: 

Baath).

 They published pamphlets in which they expounded revolutionary, socialist Arab nationalism, committed to achieving Arab unity as the first step. In 1942 Aflaq devoted himself fulltime to politics.








Once the mandate power, France, had left Syria in April 1946, Afkaq and Bitar secured a license for their group, now called the Party of Arab Renaissance. They decided to merge their faction with that of Zaki Arsuzi [q.v.]. Out of this, in April 1947, emerged the Arab Baath Party [q.v.] in Damascus. Aflaq was elected senior member of the executive committee of four. In August 1949, following a military coup by Col. Sami Hinnawi, Aflaq was appointed education minister. But when he failed to win a seat in the general election held three months later, he resigned.








In late 1952 he fled to Lebanon to escape arrest by the dictatorial regime of Col. Adib Shishkali [q.v.]. The next year he merged his group with Akram Hourani’s Arab Socialist Party [q.v.] to form the Arab Baath Socialist Party [q.v.]. He remained the new party’s secretary-general as well as its chief ideologue.








After the Baath Party seized power in Syria in March 1963, it failed to maintain unity, with its moderate “civilian” faction opposed by its radical “military” faction. When the military wing prevailed over its rival, Aflaq, who was associated with the moderates, left for Lebanon. He retained his position as secretary-general of the National (i.e., All-Arab) Command of the Baath. The next year he flew to Brazil.








Following the successful coup in July 1968 by the Baath Party in Iraq [q.v.], owing allegiance to his faction within the National Command, Aflaq was invited by Iraq to return and resume his leadership. He accepted the offer. But in September 1970, when the Iraqi government failed to assist Palestinian commandos in their fight with the Jordanian troops, Aflaq showed his displeasure by leaving Baghdad [q.v.] for Beirut [q.v.].








His estrangement lasted until 1974 when he returned to Baghdad to head the party’s National Command. He enjoyed high status and much reverence in Iraq. However, while the Iraqi regime regularly published his articles and tracts, it did not let him determine state policies and practices. During the Iran-Iraq War (1980–88) [q.v.], Aflaq was the butt of many attacks by Iran, anxious to depict Iraq, guided by a Christian [q.v.], as a state that had deviated from Islam. Significantly, after his death in 1989 the Iraqi media claimed that Aflaq had converted to Islam [q.v.] before his demise.










Agudat Israel (Hebrew: 

Union of Israel): 

Israeli political party and international organization of ultra-Orthodox Jews [q.v.], Agudat Israel was formed in Katowice, Poland, in 1912, largely by the ultra-Orthodox Jews of Germany, Poland, and Ukraine, to address Jewish problems from a religious perspective. A member had to accept the supremacy of the Torah [q.v.] in Jewish life. Its adherents in Palestine [q.v.] boycotted the quasi-governmental organs of the Yishuv [q.v.]. They did so primarily because the creation of Israel through human endeavor— such as the one by Zionist [q.v.] pioneers in Palestine—was against their belief that Israel, as a “peoplehood,” would be redeemed by the messiah [q.v.], and secondarily because they were against women’s suffrage. They considered that Jews [q.v.] were a religious, not an ethnic, entity, and believed that Jewish problems could be solved only by the Torah.








When its members in Palestine accepted funds from the Jewish National Fund [q.v.] to set up kibbutzim [q.v.] and theological institutions, it split, with the dissenters forming the Neturei Karta [q.v.] in 1935. By World War II, Agudat claimed a world membership of 500,000 mainly ultra-Orthodox Jews. In 1947 its Central World Council set up international centers in New York, London, and Jerusalem [q.v.].








Once Israel was founded in 1948, Agudat decided to participate in the state’s affairs. On the eve of the first general election in 1949, it combined with Poale Agudat Israel [q.v.] to form the Agudat bloc, which in turn allied with the Mizrahi bloc—Mizrahi [q.v.] and Poale HaMizrahi [q.v.]—to constitute the United Religious Front [

q.v

.]. It won 16 seats and joined the government to run inter alia the religious affairs ministry. The Agudat bloc entered the 1951 election separately, and won five seats. It joined the government, but quit in protest against the passing of a law prescribing conscription for women. While existing separately, Agudat parties stayed in opposition during the era of the Labor-dominated [q.v.] governments, which ended in 1977. Later they merged, winning four seats in 1981 and two seats in 1984. On the eve of the 1988 election they combined with two small religious groups to form the United Torah Judaism [

q.v

.].








A.H.: 

Abbreviation of After Hijra

 (Arabic: 

Migration)

 Islamic [q.v.] era began with the migration of the Prophet Muhammad from Mecca [q.v.] to Medina [q.v.] on 15 July 622 A.D. [

q.v

.].










Ahdut HaAvodah: (Hebrew: 

The Unity of Labor): Zionist political party in Palestine [q.v.]

 Originating in the split in Poale Zion [q.v.], caused by the increased cooperation between socialist pioneers and the financial institutions of the World Zionist Organization [q.v.], the right wing, nationalist faction of Poale Zion merged with the followers of Berle Katznelson, committed to founding workers’ institutions, to establish Ahdut HaAvodah in March 1919. It played an important role in the establishment of Haganah [q.v.] and Histadrut [q.v.]. It was instrumental in getting 

Davar

 (Hebrew: 

Word),

 the daily newspaper of Histadrut, started in 1925 under the editorship of Katznelson.








In the spring of 1929 Ahdut HaAvodah and HaPoale HaTzair concluded a merger agreement and produced a common platform. A large majority of 2,500 Ahdut HaAvodah members ratified the amalgamation.








In January 1930 a joint conference, representing 5,650 members, established Mapai [

q.v

.].








Ahdut HaAvodah-Poale Zion (Hebrew: 

The Unity of Labor-Workers of Zion)

 Zionist political party in Palestine and Israel, Ahdut HaAvodah-Poale Zion was the result of the merger

in April 1946 of the Tanua LeAhdut HaAvodah [q.v.] and the remnants of the Poale Zion [q.v.]. It was popularly known as Ahdut HaAvodah. In early 1948 it combined with HaShomer HaTzair to establish Mapam [q.v.].








Protesting at Mapam’s tilt toward the Soviet bloc, which was seen as pursuing an anti-Zionist policy, Ahdut HaAvodah adherents decided in 1954 to acquire a separate identity. The party won 10 parliamentary seats in 1955, seven in 1959, and eight in 1961. It became a junior partner in the Mapai-led 

[q .v.] coalition from 1955 onwards. On the eve of the 1965 election it signed an agreement for a

maarach 

(Hebrew: alignment) with Mapai, the resulting bloc winning 45 seats out of 120. The maarach widened in 1968 to include Rafi, and finally resulted in the merger of the three constituent parties into the 

Mifleget HaAvodah HaYisraelit 

(Hebrew: 

The Israeli Labor Party)

[

q.v

.].








Ahmad bin Yahya (1895–62): 

ruler of North Yemen, 1948–62

 The eldest son of Imam Yahya of the Hamid al-Din branch of the Rassi dynasty, which for centuries had governed the northern and eastern highlands of Yemen, inhabited by Zaidi (Shia) [q.v.] tribes and latterly under the suzerainty of the Ottoman Turks, which ended in 1918. Bearing the title 

Saif al-Islam 

(Arabic: 

Sword of Islam),

 Ahmad assisted his father militarily as the latter tried to recreate the historical Greater Yemen by extending his realm to the Shafii (Sunni) [q.v.] region to the south. In the 1920s and 1930s he led campaigns to suppress tribal revolts.
 







Following an abortive coup in February 1948, which resulted in the murder of his father, Ahmad assumed supreme power. Like his predecessors, he was elected imam [q.v.] (religious leader) by Zaidi chieftains, and was called Imam Ahmad bin Yahya.








Ahmad pursued his father’s ambition to recreate Greater Yemen by annexing the British protectorate of Aden. When London frustrated his plans, he turned militantly anti-British and befriended Egypt’s pan-Arabist [q.v.] president, Gamal Abdul Nasser [q.v.]. In April 1956 he signed a mutual defense pact with Egypt which provided for a unified military command. He offered to join the United Arab Republic (UAR) [q.v.], the union of Egypt and Syria, soon after its formation in early 1958. The resulting loose federation of the UAR and North Yemen was named the Union of Arab States. By then Ahmad had concluded friendship treaties with the Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of China.








At home he continued his father’s despotic style of government, much facilitated by his program of modernizing the military. In August 1955 he crushed a coup attempt by a group of officers and two of his three brothers. After the breakup of the UAR in September 1961, he cut his ties with Nasser and began to attack him. Nasser retaliated by allowing the North Yemeni dissidents use of Cairo Radio for anti-Ahmad propaganda. Suffering from ill health, he passed on much of his authority to his eldest son, Muhammad al-Badr [q.v.], before his death in September 1962, which triggered a military coup and ended the 1,064-year rule of the Rassi dynasty.






Ahmadinejad, Mahmoud (1956-): Iranian politician; president 2005-

Born in the household of barber Ahmad Sabaghian and his wife Khanum, in Aradan, a village 80 mi./130 km southeast of Tehran [q.v.], he was the fourth of seven children. In 1960, his father migrated to Tehran where he changed his surname to Ahmadinejad, meaning descendants of Ahmad, and became a blacksmith. A brilliant student, Mahmoud ranked 132nd among the nearly 400,000 who took the university entrance examination. He enrolled as a civil engineering student at the Iran University of Science and Technology (IUST). He participated in the anti-Shah movement. On the eve of the revolution in early 1979, the whole family fled to a provincial town to avoid his arrest.






At the outbreak of the Iran-Iraq War in 1980 he joined the Baseej militia (official title, 

Niruyeh Muqawa-matt Baseej,

 Resistance Force Mobilization), which served as an auxiliary to the military. In 1986 he enrolled for a master’s degree in civil engineering at the IUST. After obtaining it, he became a lecturer at the IUST. He went on to serve as an advisor to the governor-general of Kurdistan province for two years. In 1993 he was appointed governor-general of Ardebil province until he was sacked by President Muhammad Khatami [q.v.] in 1997. Later that year he got his doctorate in transport and traffic engineering and planning, and returned to teaching.








After the second municipal election in Tehran in early 2003, won by the conservative Alliance of the Builders of Islamic Iran, he was elected mayor. Refusing to accept the mayor’s salary, he lived austerely. He laid roads, gave interest-free loans to the needy, and put religious emphasis on the cultural centers established by his predecessors.








In the first run for the presidency in 2005, he surprisingly came second, beating the far better-known former parliamentary speaker Mahdi Karrubi by a slim 2 percent. Karrubi’s complaints about vote-rigging in Isfahan [q.v.] were ignored by the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamanei [q.v.]. In the second vote, he defeated Ali Akbar Hashmi Rafsanjani [q.v.] by 62 percent to 38 percent.








On assuming the presidency in August, he refused to move to the official residence in Saadabad Palace in upscale north Tehran. Instead he settled for living in one of the buildings in the well-guarded Pastor Square complex of the government in south Tehran.








As a social-religious conservative, he reversed liberalization in Iranians’ social-cultural life introduced during the eight-year presidency of his predecessor, Khatami. There was also a crackdown on the reformist groups at universities. His policy was backed by Khamanei, a diehard conservative.








Untutored in economic affairs, instead of investing cash from the record high oil prices, he consumed it in raising pensions and salaries and giving cheap loans. On the other hand, by using the everyday language of the people and touring each of the 31 provincial capitals, addressing rallies there and collecting petitions from citizens, he widened his popular base. He also rallied the nation on the issue of Iran’s right to enrich uranium for peaceful purposes.








Over-confident of his public standing, the government allowed three 90-minute TV debates between him and each of his three challengers on the eve of the presidential election in June 2009. This gave an unprecedented opportunity for opposition views to be aired before an audience of 50 million. It dramatically enhanced the chances of reformist Mir Hussein Mousavi [q.v.], a former prime minister during the 1980–1988 Iran-Iraq War [

q.v

.].








At 84 percent, the voter turnout was the second highest in the Republic’s history. It meant that more of the upper-middle and upper class Iranians—often secular—went out to vote than before. This favored Mousavi. So the official result, announced posthaste, giving 62.5 percent of the ballots to Ahmadinejad to Mousavi’s 33.9 percent, stunned most Iranian and foreign analysts. Whereas the United States and the 27-member European Union doubted the veracity of the election result, Russia, China, India, Brazil, and most Muslim states, including Turkey, congratulated Ahmadinejad on his reelection. There were massive protest demonstrations against the widely suspected poll-rigging. The violence with which the security forces quashed them killed 69 protestors.








The reelected Ahmadinejad continued his hardline policies domestically. Despite the strong showing by Mousavi, he made no concessions to the reformist camp.








Islamic Iran’s generally hostile policy toward the U.S. going back to the time of the revolution continued under his presidency. In response to Washington’s success in getting the UN Security Council to impose a series of sanctions against Iran on the nuclear issue from 2008 onwards, Ahmadinejad, supported by Khamanei, hardened his stance. He strengthened ties with China, Russia, Brazil, and Venezuela.








His policy on the nuclear issue was backed by the reformist opposition. In the final analysis, authority in this matter rested with the Supreme National Security Council, charged with formulating policies on defense and national security. Chaired by the president, it consisted of 18 civilian officials and military commanders, including two representatives of the Supreme Leader. Its decisions had to be ratified by the Leader before they were implemented.








Ahmadinejad’s statements on the Holocaust have been interpreted differently—from his description of it as “a myth” to “there is a need for a group of dispassionate scholars to sift all the evidence and reach a conclusion.” Equally, his declaration in Persian that the “occupying Zionist regime” should “vanish from the pages of time” has often been translated as “Israel should be wiped off the map.”




Under his presidency, Iran continued to support Hizbollah [q.v.] and Hamas [q.v.] politically and financially. In September 2010, he criticized Palestinian Authority president Mahmoud Abbas [q.v.] for reviving direct talks with Israel, and urged Palestinians to continue armed resistance against the occupation by Israel.






In December, his government’s removal of subsidies on petroleum products and agricultural produce led respectively to two-fold and sevenfold increase in the price of bread and gasoline. It decided to distribute the expected annual savings of $60 billion by making monthly payments of $43 to each citizen who applied for it, thus compensating large, lower-income families. In its report in June 2011, the International Monetary Fund praised Iran’s economic policies because these hugely lessened the government’s burden and lowered domestic energy consumption, thus leaving more petroleum for export.








Politically, Ahmadinejad tried to strengthen the presidency at the expense of the clerical establishment. The resulting strain in his relations with Khamanei became public in 2011. The parliamentary election in March 2012, seen as the test of strength between the two camps, showed Khamanei to be the predominant force. However, his views on the Arab Spring [q.v.] chimed with those of Khamanei, both leaders describing it as the Islamic Awakening [q.v.] in the Arab world.








Ahmadinejad became the first Iranian president to visit Iraq administered by a Shia-dominated government. His relations with Afghanistan and Pakistan were cordial. He exchanged state visits with President Hugo Chavez of Venezuela, and cultivated warm relations with Brazil.








al-Ahmar, Abdullah Hussein (1919–2007): 

Yemeni politician

 Son of Shaikh Hussein bin Nasser al-Ahmar, head of the Hashid tribal confederation, who was executed in 1959 for his part in a failed coup against Imam Ahmad bin Yahya [q.v.], Ahmar succeeded his father. When civil war erupted in September 1962 soon after Imam Ahmad’s death, he sided with the republicans. He was appointed governor of the Hajjah district northwest of the capital, Sanaa [q.v.].








In the republican camp he allied with conservative politicians and opposed radical military officers, especially President Abdullah Sallal [q.v.], a general who dominated the regime. His opposition to the participation of Egyptian forces in the conflict made him popular with Saudi Arabia, which backed the royalist camp. In September 1966, when Sallal attempted to arrest Ahmar in Sanaa, the latter fled to his tribal base and took up arms against the central authority. Once the Egyptian troops had withdrawn from North Yemen after Egypt’s defeat in the June 1967 Arab-Israel War [q.v.], he returned to the capital with his forces. As one of the plotters to depose Sallal in November 1967, he was a leading architect of the “Third Force” government led by President Abdul Rahman al-Iryani [q.v.]. He won over most of the tribal leaders to the republican side and, assisted by Saudi Arabia, helped to conciliate the warring sides. The civil strife ended in 1970 with the formal abolition of the monarchy.








After the promulgation of a new constitution in December 1970, stipulating a Consultative Assembly, partly elected and partly nominated, Ahmar was elected its chairman. After Col. Ibrahim Hamdi [q.v.] carried out a bloodless coup in June 1974 he compelled Ahmar to resign, and disbanded the Assembly. The new constitution, promulgated by the Military Command Council, led by Hamdi, provided for a fully nominated Constituent People’s Assembly (CPA) to act as a consultative body. Since Hamdi did not appoint Ahmar to the CPA, the two fell out. In April 1977 Ahmar led a rebellion against Sanaa in the north, which was crushed by Hamdi.








Following Hamdi’s assassination in October and the accession to power of Ahmad Hussein Ghashmi [q.v.], Ahmar’s relations with the center improved. He was appointed to the CPA. The succession to the presidency of Ali Abdullah Saleh [q.v.] after the assassination of Ghashmi in mid-1978 saw further enhancement of Ahmar’s political standing. But his continued close links with Saudi Arabia, his opposition to the improvement of ties between North Yemen and the Soviet Union, and his disapproval of unity between North and South Yemen inhibited any further rise in his influence.






With Saleh proving more durable than anybody had foreseen, the situation in the tribal areas stabilized by the mid-1980s, and Ahmar settled down in the role of an elder statesman. After the unification of the two Yemens in May 1990, he founded the Yemeni Islah Group [q.v.], with an Islamist program. In the first multiparty parliamentary election, held under universal suffrage in united Yemen in October 1993, the Islah Group won 62 of the 310 seats and Ahmar was elected Speaker. In the 1994 Yemeni civil war [q.v.], he actively sided with the government. Following the 1997 general election, in which the Islah secured 53 seats, he retained his post of Speaker. With the tenure of the parliament extended to six years, Ahmar’s status remained unchanged until 2003. The subsequent parliament reelected him speaker.




After his death in December 2007, President Saleh announced a three-day mourning period and praised him as “one of Yemen’s permanent political fixtures.”




Ahvaz: Iranian city Population: 1.43 million (2008 est.) The history of Ahvaz, situated on the banks of the Karun River, dates back to the Achaemenian Empire (539–330 B.C.). Ahvaz declined after that period but was revived by Sassanian King Ardeshir (r. 224–41 A.D.), who dammed the river and called the settlement Hormuz Ardeshir. In c. 275, near Ahvaz arose Gunde Shapur University in c. 275 A.D., the greatest place of learning in its time. (Today, the city’s university carries the historical name). Following its capture in 637 A.D., the Arab conquerors changed its name to Suq al-Ahvaz, the last word being the plural of Huzi/Khuzi, the local tribe.






Situated in the midst of fertile land that was particularly suitable for prized sugarcane, the city continued its prosperous existence throughout the Umayyad (661–750 A.D.) and Abbasid (751–1258 A.D.) Empires, and after. But when the local dam broke in the mid-19th century the future of the city was doomed. It was saved later in the century by official plans to develop a new town across the river to complement the old settlement.








With the discovery of petroleum in the region in 1908, Ahvaz, being the capital of the oil-rich Khuzistan province, received a boost. Its prosperity continued for the next seven decades. As the center of the oil industry it played a crucial role in the revolutionary movement that toppled the monarchy in Iran in 1979. In the Iran-Iraq War (1980–88) [q.v.] it became a front-line city and suffered some damage. It is now one of the largest urban centers in Iran. In 2011 it was one of the 10 most polluted cities in the world.








Aigptios: 

see

 Coptic Church and Copts.








al (Arabic: 

the): The Arabic definite article 

al

 is frequently used with proper nouns, especially places and people, as well as adjectives. For instance, Basra is written as al-Basra [q.v.] in Arabic [q.v.], and Nur al-Din Attasi [q.v.] as Nur al-Din al-Attasi.






Alawis (Arabic: 

followers of Ali): Islamic sect

 Also known as Alawites. The term Alawi came into vogue in Syria during the French mandate (192046), replacing the earlier terms: Nusairi and Ansariya. According to some scholars, Nusairi is a derivative of the first theologian of the sect, Muhammad bin Nusair, who in 245 A.H./857 A.D. proclaimed himself 

bab

 (gate) to the 10th Shia 

[q .v.]

 Imam Ali Naqi and of his son, Muhammad, who died before him. And Ansariya is derived from the name of the mountain range where they lived.






Alawis are an offshoot of the Twelver Shias [q.v.], sharing their belief that Imam Ali, cousin and son-in-law of the Prophet Muhammad, was the legitimate heir but was deprived of his status by the first three caliphs. They portray Ali as a bearer of divine essence, and hold him in higher esteem than any of the earlier prophets mentioned in the Quran [q.v.], including Adam, Noah, Moses, and Jesus. They follow certain rituals derived from Christianity [q.v.], including the celebration of Christmas [q.v.] and Epiphany [q.v.], and from Zoroastrianism [q.v.], including Nawruz [q.v.]. Taqi al-Din bin Taimiya (1263–1328), an orthodox Sunni [q.v.] Syrian theologian, described them as more dangerous than Christians and urged a jihad [q.v.] against them.






The seven pillars of the Alawi sect include not only the five pillars of the Sunni sect

—shahada

 (Islamic credo), 

salat

 (five prayers), 

zakat [q.v.]

 (alms), 

hajj [q.v.]

 (pilgrimage to Mecca [q.v.]) and 

sawm

 (fasting during Ramadan [q.v.])—but also jihad (holy struggle) and 

waliya

 (devotion to the Imam Ali family and hatred of their adversaries). They share their annual festivals with Shias, including Eid al-Fitr [q.v.], Eid al-Adha [q.v.], and Ashura [q.v.].








In 1974, Imam Musa al-Sadr [q.v.], an eminent Twelver Shia theologian based in Lebanon, ruled that Alawis were part of the Shia school of Islam.








Of the four million Alawis, almost three million live in Syria, another million in Turkey, and 100,000 in Lebanon. In Syria they are mostly settled as peasants, chiefly in the mountainous region around the port city of Latakia [q.v.]. They account for a large majority of the country’s professional soldiers. The best known Alawi politician is Syrian President Bashar Assad [

q.v

.].








Aleppo: 

Syrian city

 Population: 2.98 million (2011 est.) The importance of Aleppo, with a history stretching back to ca 2000 B.C., stems from the strategic position it occupied on the caravan route connecting the eastern Mediterranean region with the lands further east. It was part of the Achaemenian Empire (539–330 B.C.), and it continued to prosper during the later Roman and Byzantine periods. It fell to Muslim [q.v.] Arabs [q.v.] in 637 A.D., and retained its commercial importance during the subsequent Islamic empires, from the Umayyads, who build the Great Mosque in 715 A.D., to the Ottoman Turks (1517–1918).








Under the Ottomans it emerged as the principal trading center in their Arab empire. With the decline of caravan transport, local entrepreneurs took to industry, especially leather, textile printing, and silk manufacture. By the early 20th century Aleppo had emerged as a rival to Damascus [q.v.]. Besides the Great Mosque, the citadel, constructed in the 13th century, is a chief tourist attraction. Aleppo is now the largest city of Syria.








During the anti-regime protest as part of the Arab Spring [q.v.], the city remained comparatively calm until mid-2012. It then witnessed a long battle between armed rebels and security forces and suffered heavy losses in lives and property, including the burning down of much of the historic Old City.








Alexandria: 

Egyptian city

 Population: 4.59 million (2011 est.) Founded by Alexander the Great in 332 B.C., Alexandria was the capital of Ptolemies (323–30 B.C.). In 306 B.C. it became the site of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, a library with 700,000 items, which was destroyed by fire in 47 B.C. As a major port it rivaled and then outstripped ancient Carthage to become the largest city in the Mediterranean region. It emerged as the leading center of Hellenic and Jewish arts and sciences. Later, in 30 B.C., it formed part of the Roman Empire and was its most populous provincial capital, with 300,000 free citizens. After Muslim [q.v.] Arabs [q.v.] captured it in 642 A.D., they transferred the capital to al-Fustat near Cairo [q.v.]. It became the second-largest city of Egypt, a position it has maintained.








It is the headquarters of the Greek Orthodox [q.v.] patriarchate. A highly developed port, it is an important industrial center. Its main tourist offerings include the Hadrianic catacombs and Pompey’s Pillar.








In 2002 it became the site of a newly constructed library, named after its ancient predecessor, Bibliotheca Alexandrina, capable of holding four million volumes. At first, though possessing only a quarter-million books, it became the largest and the most advanced library in the Arab world.








The Arab Spring [q.v.] in Egypt had its origin in the killing of the 28-year-old Khaled Saeed in Alexandria by two policemen in June 2010 which led to the setting up of a Facebook page, “We are all Khaled Saeed,” and the subsequent silent protest that resulted in the conviction of the guilty police officers. This episode would prove to be the preamble to the vast protest demonstrations in Cairo [q.v.] in January 2011.










Algiers Accord (1975): 

see

 Iran-Iraq Treaty of International Boundaries and Neighborliness (1975)/Treaty of Frontier and Good Neighborly Relations (Iran-Iraq, 1975).










Ali, Salim Rubai (1935–78): 

South Yemeni politician; president 196978

 Born into a middle-class family in Zinjibar near Aden [q.v.], Ali trained as a teacher. Later he studied law and became involved in a militantly anti-imperialist movement, the National Liberation Front (NLF) [q.v.]. In October 1963 he led a guerrilla campaign against the British in the Rafdan Mountains. The British left four years later after handing over power to the NLF. Accused of factionalism by the NLF leadership, Ali chose to go into self-exile. But he continued to conspire.








In June 1969 President Qahtan al-Shaabi [q.v.], a moderate, was ousted by the leftists within the NLF and replaced by a presidential council of five (later reduced to three), headed by Ali, who was elected to the NLF central committee and politburo. The new regime purged the party and government of moderates. It carried out rapid socioeconomic changes at home and followed radical foreign policies.








By the mid-1970s, however, Ali began showing signs of pragmatism, especially concerning Saudi Arabia, which had been deeply hostile to socialist South Yemen. This put him at odds with the radical, pro-Moscow faction led by Abdul Fattah Ismail [q.v.], secretary-general of the NLF. The rivalry between the two intensified and became entangled with relations between North and South Yemen. The assassination of North Yemeni President Ibrahim Hamdi [q.v.] on the eve of his visit to Aden [q.v.] in October 1977 made matters worse. The differences between Ali and Ismail hardened around the structure of the proposed Yemeni Socialist Party [q.v.], developmental strategy, and foreign relations, particularly with Saudi Arabia.








The break between the two rivals came in June 1978. A special emissary of Ali, dispatched to his North Yemeni counterpart, Ahmad Hussein Ghashmi [q.v.], succeeded in killing both the president and himself with explosives hidden in his briefcase. One version had it that Ali had sent his envoy to secure Ghashmi’s assistance in a planned coup, but his adversaries had got wind of it and had replaced his emissary with their own. Just as this drama was unfolding in Sanaa [q.v.], the two adversaries clashed in Aden. While Ali used the army to overcome his opponents, Ismail deployed the party’s People’s Militia. Ali lost, and was executed.










Alignment Bloc (Israel): 

see

 Labor Alignment (Israel).










Allawi, Iyad Muhammad (1945-):

Iraqi politician; interim prime minister, 2004–2005

 Born to a wealthy Shia [q.v.] merchant family in Baghdad, he was educated at the elite Baghdad College, a Roman Catholic [q.v.] Jesuit high school run by an American organization. After graduating as a physician in Baghdad, he pursued higher medical studies in London. There he headed the Iraqi students’ association affiliated to the Baath Socialist Party [q.v.]. Unhappy at the rise of Saddam Hussein [q.v.] in the Baath Party in Iraq, he resigned from it in 1975, and began plotting against Saddam Hussein in collusion with some Iraqi generals. In 1978 the attempt by a henchman of Saddam to assassinate him failed.








During the 1980s, in association with dissident Iraqi army officers, Allawi began plotting to overthrow President Saddam Hussein. In 1990 he became one of the three founders of the Iraqi National Accord [q.v.] funded by Saudi Arabia’s intelligence agency, Istikhabart. It established links with U.S. Central Intelligence Agency and focused on recruiting disaffected Baathist military officers and others.








The joint INA-CIA plan to mount a coup against Saddam Hussein in June 1996 failed when the Iraqi intelligence operatives succeeded in infiltrating the INA’s cells within Iraq. Of the 130 military officers detained after the coup’s failure, 30 were executed. The government confiscated the assets of the Allawi family.








After the passage of Iraq Liberation Act in October 1998, Washington recognized the INA, now led exclusively by Allawi, as a group eligible for U.S. assistance. During the administration of U.S. President George W. Bush (r. 2001–2009), the INA and Allawi became the favorites of the CIA and the state department. They participated in the Iraqi Open Opposition conference in London in late 2002.








Following the Anglo-American invasion of Iraq [q.v.] in March 2003, Allawi was appointed a member of the Interim Iraqi Governing Council (IGC) by the United States. He focused on running the IGC’s security committee charged with reforming the army, police, and intelligence services. But his opposition to purging Baathists from official positions was ignored by the U.S. consul, Paul Bremer, the administrator of the Coalition Provisional Authority of Iraq.








Appointed acting prime minister by Washington in June 2004, Allawi headed an interim cabinet until April 2005. His government quickly earned the odium of widespread corruption, collaboration with America, and a heavy-handed security policy implemented by Allawi. He closed the bureau of the Al-Jazeera satellite TV channel, and appointed Ibrahim Janabi, a former Iraqi intelligence officer, as the chief media regulator. He strongly backed the Pentagon’s controversial offensives to seize control of the rebellious Sunni [q.v.] city of Falluja and the Shia holy place of Najaf [q.v.] from the militia of Muqtada al-Sadr [q.v.]. However, his attempt to issue an emergency ordinance authorizing him to declare martial law, impose curfews, and detain suspects was overruled by Washington.








On the eve of the December 2005 parliamentary election, Allawi’s INA formed an alliance with other secular groups to form the Iraqi National List (INL). With only 25 seats in a house of 275, the INL emerged as the distant third. Yet it found a place in the coalition government of Nouri al-Maliki [q. v.]. But Allawi declined a cabinet post. He spent most of his time in Amman [q.v.]. Instructed by him, INL ministers quit the government in 2007.








In early 2009, he formed al-Iraqiya List [q.v.] (Iraqi National Movement), an alliance that included Iraq’s Sunni Vice President Tariq al-Hashemi. During the run-up to the general election in March, he visited all the neighboring Sunni-majority countries, with the Saudi government barely disguising its support for him. In the election al-Iraqiya won two more seats than the 89 its rival Maliki-led State of Law alliance did. After failing to gain the backing of the majority of legislators to form a cabinet, Allawi agreed to support the national unity government of Maliki when he was promised the presidency of the proposed National Council for Higher Strategic Policy (NCHSP). Even after the parliament had amended the constitution to incorporate the NCHSP, it remained a paper organization. Allawi resigned its presidency in October 2011.








A.M.: 

Abbreviation of Anno Mundi

(Latin: 

Year of the World

) This pertains to the Jewish era that began with the estimated date of creation, according to Genesis in the Old Testament [q.v.]: 3760 B.C. Jews [q.v.] use this dating system. 

See also

 Jewish calendar.










Amal (Arabic: acronym of 

Afwaj al-Muqawama al-Lubnaniya, The Lebanese Resistance Detachments): 

Lebanese militia

 Amal was formed in July 1975, a few months after the outbreak of civil war in Lebanon, as the armed wing of the Movement of the Disinherited, which had been established in February 1973 by a radical Shia leader, Imam Musa al-Sadr [q.v.]. It was popularly known as 

Amal 

(Arabic: 

Hope

). After the “disappearance” of al-Sadr in August 1978 during his visit to Libya, Amal came under the leadership of Shaikh Muhammad Mahdi Shams al-Din and Hussein Husseini, who forged strong links with Iran after the Islamic revolution there in early 1979. It gained many recruits from the 300,000 Shia emigrants from southern Lebanon who had abandoned their homes as a result of Israeli bombings.








By spring of 1982 the leadership of Amal had passed on to Shams al-Din and Nabih Berri [q.v.], a layman Shia leader. Since Berri was close to Syria, Amal increasingly became a fixture of the policies being pursued by Damascus, especially in the ongoing civil strife. The victory of the pro-Syrian camp in the Lebanon Civil War [

q.v

.] in October 1990 improved the status of Amal. Once the government decided to dissolve all irregular forces, 2,800 militia of Amal, which once had 14,000 men under arms, were absorbed into the regular Lebanese army in September 1991.








It continued to function as a political party, and ran in parliamentary elections, with its leader Berri being elected parliamentary speaker. In the 2000 general election, it allied with Hizbollah [q.v.], and together they won all of the 23 seats in the governorate of South Lebanon. In the 2005 parliamentary election, the Amal-Hizbollah alliance secured 35 seats, with Hizbollah gaining 14. As part of March 8 Alliance [q.v.] in the June 2009 general election, Amal won 13 seats out of the total of 57, with Hizbollah securing another 13.








American hostage crisis in Tehran

(1979–81): 

see

 Hostage-taking and hostages.








American University in Beirut: From the 1830s onward Christian missionaries from the United States started establishing schools and colleges in Lebanon. After securing a charter from the state of New York in 1863 and raising funds in the United States and Britain, Daniel Bliss of the American Protestant Mission opened the Syrian Protestant College in Beirut [q.v.] in 1866. Despite its name the college was non-sectarian. It soon acquired a school of medicine. In 1882 English replaced Arabic as the language of instruction. Following the end of the Ottoman rule in 1918 and the arrival of the French as victors, the trustees changed its name to the American University in Beirut (AUB) in 1920.








Education in the arts and sciences, imparted by the AUB to a student body drawn from all over the Arab world, helped create a class of Arab intellectuals with a wide perspective. The AUB thus performed a significant role in producing political leaders and stimulating Arab political and intellectual activity. Throughout the 1975–90 Civil War [q.v.] (during which—in 1984—its president, Dr. Malcolm Kerr, was killed), it continued to function while its hospital provided much-needed services. After the conflict its research program focused on the reconstruction of Lebanon. Between 1870 and June 2011, it awarded 82,032 degrees and diplomas.






American University in Cairo: Established in 1919, the American University in Cairo (AUC) was financed by U.S. citizens interested in furthering education in the Middle East. Charles Watson, its founding president, was born of missionary parents and grew up in the Egyptian city of Asyut. It provides American liberal arts and professional education in English to predominantly Egyptian students.








In 1928, female students were accepted and by 1994 their ratio had climbed to 50 percent. Incorporated in the United States, the AUC operates within the framework of the cultural relations agreement signed between Egypt and the United States in 1962, which was renewed in 1975. Despite the best intentions of its founders, the AUC has remained an exclusive institution because of its small student body and high tuition fees. Its student body of about 5,000 students in 2007 was less than 0.5 percent of the national total.








In 2008, the AUC moved from its eight-acre downtown campus to a newly built 280-acre campus in the upscale suburb of New Cairo, with a plan to raise the student body to 5,500.








To mark the first anniversary of the ousting of President Hosni Mubarak [q.v.] on 11 February 2011, AUC students screened films of military and police brutality and demanded that the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces should cede power to the interim government.








Amichai, Yehuda (1924–2000): 

Israeli poet and novelist

 Born Yehuda Pfeuffer to a businessman father in Wurzberg, Germany, Amichai moved to Palestine [q.v.] along with his parents in 1936. After graduating from a religious high school in Jerusalem [q.v.], he enrolled in the British army in 1942. After World War II he joined the Palmah [q.v.] and fought in the 1948–49 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.]. He joined the Hebrew University in Jerusalem in 1949 and started writing poetry.








Much influenced by W. H. Auden (d. 1973), a left-wing British poet famed for his personal poetry written in a casual tone, Amichai combined everyday Hebrew [q.v.] with the language used in the Old Testament [q.v.] and the Jewish prayer books. An iconoclast, he derided the spartan way of life preached by the pioneering Zionist [q.v.] leaders, especially David Ben-Gurion [q.v.], during the first decades of Israel and unashamedly aspired to bourgeois comforts. In 1962 his 

Poems (1948–62)

 became a best-seller.








By continuing to harness the flat idiom of daily life with images from the Hebrew Bible [q.v.] and Jewish liturgy, he transformed the rhythm and vocabulary of Hebrew poetry. His work, distinguished by its depth and virtuosity, was read widely. By the time he was 70 he had published 11 volumes of poetry in Hebrew; two novels, including 

Not of This Time, Not of This Place

 (1963); and several short stories. His later poetry is criticized as being thematically unadventurous and covering old ground. His works were translated into 25 languages. The titles translated into English include 

Love Poems, More Love Poems, Poems of Jerusalem, Open-Eyed Landscape, Great Tranquility: Questions and Answers, The World is a Room and Other Stories, 

and 

Yehuda Amichai: A Life of Poetry 1948–94.








After the 1967 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.] he became an advocate of peace with the Palestinians and a supporter of the Peace Now [q.v.] movement. He won the Israel Prize for literature in 1982.








Amman: 

capital of Jordan

 Population: 2.85 million (2011 est.) The origins of Amman, a city of hills, lie in distant antiquity, around 4000 B.C. Both its present and biblical names are derived from Ammon, the capital of the Ammonites, its full title being 

Rabba' Ir Bene Ammon

 (Hebrew: 

Great City of Ammon's Sons).

 It is the site of the battle in which Uriah met his death (the battle having been ordered by his supreme commander, King David), enabling his wife, Bathsheba, to marry King David.








Having captured the settlement, Egyptian King Ptolemy II Philadel-phius (r. 283–246 B.C.) called it Philadelphia. This name survived the arrival of the Greeks, Romans, and Byzantines, and the city thrived under the Romans. After conquering it in 635 A.D., the Muslim [q.v.] Arabs [q.v.] renamed it Amman. It began to decline, and by the early 13th century was reduced to ruins.








When faced with the problem of resettling the Circassian [q.v.] refugees from the Caucasian region of Tsarist Russia, Ottoman Sultan Abdul Hamid II (r. 1876–1909) hit upon the idea of directing them to the virtually defunct Amman in 1878. The revived Amman was still a village when Abdullah bin Hussein al-Hashem [q.v.] camped there with his troops in 1921 on his way to Syria. Two years later it became the capital of Transjordan [q.v.].








From then onwards it began to expand—a process accelerated by the influx of Palestinian refugees after the 1948–49 Palestine War [q.v.] and again after the June 1967 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.]. In September 1970 the city became the center of an armed conflict between Palestinian guerillas and the Jordanian army.








On the whole Amman has benefited greatly by the enterprise of its Palestinian residents, and has become the financial, commercial, communications, political, and educational center of Jordan. Among its tourist offerings are a Roman amphitheatre and the old citadel.










Anaiza tribal federation: (Also spelled Anaza.) Anaiza is one of the 25 major tribal federations in the Arabian Peninsula [q.v.]. It is considered noble because of its claim to lineal descent from Yaarab, the eponymous father of all Arabs. Its origins can be traced back to the 15th century and the territory around the town of Diraiya in the Najd region [q.v.]. The House of Saud [q.v.] belongs to the Masalikh clan of the Ruwalla tribe of the Anaiza federation. The ruling al-Sabah clan [q.v.] of Kuwait is part of the Amarat tribe of the Anaiza federation. 

See also 

Tribalism.










Anglo-American Commission on Palestine (1946): After World War II, the American Congress and president pressured Britain to scrap its 1939 White Paper—limiting annual Jewish immigration to Palestine to 15,000—and conceded the Zionist demand to admit 100,000 Jewish refugees camped in Cyprus into Palestine [q.v.]. In response Britain agreed to the appointment of a joint Anglo-American commission to study the Palestine problem. In its report, published in April 1946, the Commission proposed that Britain should continue its Mandate, that 100,000 Jewish refugees be let into Palestine, and that all illegal militias—primarily the 65,000-strong Zionist irregulars, armed with weapons from wartime munitions factories—be disbanded. Britain agreed to continue the Mandate only if the United States shared the responsibility. It refused. While the U.S. urged immediate admission of the Jewish refugees into Palestine, Britain made this conditional on the disarming of the Zionist militias whose violent activities were increasingly threatening British life and property in Palestine.








Anglo-American invasion of Iraq,

2003: 

see

 Gulf War III










Anglo-Bahraini Agreement (1914): In order to ensure supplies of oil—the fuel adopted by the British navy in 1913—Britain imposed an agreement on Bahrain whereby the latter was barred from giving petroleum concessions to non-British companies without London’s prior permission.










Anglo-Egyptian Treaty (1936): The outbreak of the Italian-Ethiopian War in 1935 made Britain, the dominant foreign power in Egypt, amenable to redefining Anglo-Egyptian ties. The result was the signing of an Anglo-Egyptian treaty in 1936, valid for 20 years. It gave Britain the exclusive right to equip and train the Egyptian military. While it required Egypt to expand its transport and communications facilities and make them available to the British forces, it entitled Britain to build as many new air bases as it wished. It signified a formal end to the posting of British troops outside the Suez Canal [q.v.] zone, subject to Egypt building up its defense capabilities sufficiently. British troops were to be stationed specifically to guard the Suez Canal until such time that the two signatories agreed that Egypt could do the job alone. Britain retained the right to take over all defense and communications facilities in the event of war.








The treaty disappointed Egyptian nationalists. In the 1950 general election the nationalist Wafd [q.v.] won decisively. Reflecting the popular mood, which sought to avenge the humiliation suffered by the Arabs [q.v.] in the Palestine War (1948–49) [q.v.], the Wafd government pressed Britain to withdraw its troops from Egypt. When London stonewalled, Cairo unilaterally abrogated the 1936 Treaty in October 1951. The ensuing official non-cooperation, reinforced by popular guerrilla actions, made the British base in the Suez Canal zone virtually inoperative. The tussle between London and Cairo paved the way for the overthrow of the Egyptian monarchy in less than a year. The new regime was anxious to see the departure of the 70,000 British troops occupying 300 sq. mi./777 sq. km of the Egyptian territory. It signed an agreement with London in October 1954 for a British withdrawal by the end of the year.










Anglo-Iraqi Treaty (1930): When oil was discovered in Iraq in 1927, Britain, the Mandate power, decided to redefine its relations with Iraq. In September 1929 it agreed to sponsor Iraq’s membership of the League of Nations. A year later a 25-year treaty was signed, to be implemented after Iraq had become a member of the League of Nations as an independent state. It required Iraq to formulate a common foreign policy with Britain and allow the stationing of British forces on its soil, in exchange for a British guarantee to protect it against foreign attack. London ended its Mandate over Iraq in October 1932. A major upheaval in 1941 in Iraq, involving a coup by Rashid Ali Gailani [q.v.] and its suppression, confirmed the supremacy of Britain over Iraq’s nationalist forces.








When faced with the popular Iraqi demand for full independence after World War II, Britain renegotiated the terms of the 1930 treaty. It presented the new document (initialed by both sides in the British port city of Portsmouth in January 1948—the Portsmouth Agreement—valid for 20 years) as signifying an alliance between two equals. However, because it did not include British troop withdrawal from Iraq, it went down badly with the Iraqi public. Large-scale demonstrations in Baghdad [

q.v

.] against the Portsmouth Agreement brought down the government and aborted the new draft treaty, thus implicitly confirming the annulment of the earlier treaty.










Anglo-Jordanian Treaty (1948): After Transjordan [q.v.] had acquired independence in May 1946 its ruler, Abdullah bin Hussein al-Hashem [q.v.], assumed the title of king and changed the name of his realm from the Emirate of Transjordan to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. This necessitated revision of the 1928 Anglo-Transjordanian Treaty. A revised version, valid for 20 years, was signed in March 1948. It incorporated the principle of mutual assistance in the event of war, and allowed Britain to use military bases in Jordan for an annual subsidy of £12 million to the king. In December 1955 Amman [q.v.] witnessed massive demonstrations against the treaty. This was followed by a call by parliament, elected in October 1956, for its abrogation. In January 1957 Egypt, Syria, and Saudi Arabia together offered to replace the British subsidy for at least 10 years. The Jordanian monarch, Hussein bin Talal al-Hashem [q.v.], approached London to end the treaty. This was done in March 1957.










Anglo-Kuwaiti Agreement (1913): In order to ensure supplies of oil—the fuel adopted by the British navy in 1913—Britain imposed an agreement on Kuwait that barred the latter from giving oil concessions to non-British companies without London’s prior permission.








Anglo-Omani Agreement (1925): In order to ensure supplies of petroleum—the fuel adopted by the British navy in 1913—Britain imposed an agreement on Oman whereby the latter was barred from giving oil concessions to non-British companies without London’s prior permission.










Anglo-Ottoman Convention (1913): In July 1913 Britain signed an Anglo-Ottoman Convention with Ottoman Sultan Muhammad VI (r. 1909–23). Among other things, it recognized Kuwait as “an autonomous 

caza

 [Arabic: 

administrative unit]

 of the [Ottoman] Empire” under Shaikh Mubarak I al-Sabah, who had the status of an Ottoman 

qaimmaqam

 (Arabic: 

district governor).

 Mubarak’s autonomy was recognized within an inner (red) circle of 40 mi./103 km radius, centered on Kuwait port, which included not only the islands of Warba and Bubiyan but also Mashian, Failakah, Auhah, and Kabbar. Beyond that, in a segment of land with a radius of 140 mi./362 km, centered on Kuwait port, marking the outer (green) boundary defined by the Convention, Mubarak was authorized only to collect tributes from the tribes. However, the outbreak of World War I in 1914, when the Ottomans sided with the Germans, invalidated the Convention and allowed London to announce that Kuwait was an “independent shaikhdom under British protection.”








Anglo-Persian Agreement (1919): After World War I, the government of Persia (now Iran) was in such dire financial straits that only British subsidies could keep it afloat. This encouraged Britain’s foreign minister, Lord Curzon, to realize his dream of turning Persia into a British protectorate. He concluded a secret agreement with the Persian government in 1919 that gave Britain enormous political, economic, and military control over Persia. When the terms of the agreement were disclosed on the eve of a debate in the Persian parliament, there was furor not only in Persia but also in the United States and Bolshevik Russia. The parliament refused to ratify it.








Anglo-Qatari Agreement (1916): According to this treaty, Britain guaranteed the territorial integrity of Qatar while Qatar agreed not to cede any mineral rights to a third party without Britain’s prior consent.








Anglo-Transjordanian Treaty (1928): In April 1923 Britain announced that it would recognize Transjordan as an autonomous emirate under the rule of Emir Abdullah bin Hussein al-Hashem [q.v.] if a constitutional regime was established there and a preferential treaty with London signed, requiring him to formulate a common foreign policy with Britain, and allow the stationing of British forces on its soil in exchange for a British guarantee to protect Transjordan against foreign attack. He agreed, and declared Transjordan “independent.” But such a treaty was signed only in February 1928.








Anglo-Yemeni Treaty (1934): Following World War I, Imam Yahya Hamid al-Din (r. 1918–48) dispatched his forces to capture several border areas that London considered part of its Western Aden protectorate. Periodic efforts to negotiate a deal failed until 1934, when a 40-year Anglo-Yemeni Treaty of Peace and Friendship was signed in Sanaa [q.v.]. It accepted North Yemen’s southern frontier as the status quo until future negotiations produced a final settlement.








Ansariyas: 

see

 Alawis.








Antiochene rite: 

see

 West Syriac rite.








anti-Semitism: 

prejudice against Jews 

[q.v.] As the Jews are blamed for killing Jesus Christ, who was born a Jew, Christians [q.v.] have harbored feelings against Jews since the inception of Christianity. This has resulted in periodic persecution of Jews, often involving expulsion, in Christian countries, where Jews came to be confined to specific areas— ghettoes. The earliest ghettoes were in 11th-century Italy. They existed until the late 19th century in Austria, Bavaria, Germany, Italy, and Russia. Restrictions on the trades that Jews could pursue led more and more of them to resort to money lending, thus providing the popular prejudice with an economic dimension.








After the emancipation of Jews in the late 19th century, pseudoscientific theories were advanced to prove the racial inferiority of Jews. In order to divert popular disaffection, political demagogues and certain governments (Russia being a prime example) blamed Jews for the ills of society. A forged document entitled 

Protocols of the Wise Men of Zion

 appeared in 1903 in Tsarist Russia. The tract claimed to reproduce the minutes of world Jewish leaders in the late 19th century outlining their plans to bring about the moral decay of non-Jewish societies, and to control global economies and media with the aim of dominating the planet.








Hatred of Jews, a Semitic race, reached its peak in Nazi Germany (1933–45), based on the theory of the superiority of the Aryan race, and resulted in the extermination of nearly six million Jews in Europe, a genocide commonly described as the Holocaust.








Antonius, George (1892–1942): Lebanese writer and thinker

 Born into a Greek Orthodox [q.v.] family in Lebanon and educated in Egypt, Antonius settled in Palestine [q.v.] in 1921 after taking up a job with the education department there. Nine years later he joined the New York-based Institute of Current World Affairs headed by Charles Crane, cochairman of a U.S. commission on the Middle East [q.v.] in 1919.








A lucid writer and an eloquent speaker, he became a leading spokesman of Palestinian Arabs [q.v.]. He testified before the (British) Peel Commission (1937) on Palestine, and acted as an adviser to the Arab delegates to the Round Table Conference on Palestine in London in 1939.








The Arab Awakening,

 his book on Arab nationalism [q.v.], published in 1938, established him as an original thinker. He traced the roots of Arab renaissance to a nascent movement in Beirut in the 1880s, composed largely of Arab Christians [q.v.] educated in the Protestant [q.v.] and Roman Catholic [q.v.] mission schools and colleges of Lebanon. In Palestinian politics he allied himself with radical Haajj Muhammad Amin al-Husseini [q.v].










Aoun, Michel (1935- ): 

Lebanese military officer and politician

 Born to Maronite [q.v.] parents, Aoun graduated from Lebanon’s Military Academy as an artillery officer. He underwent further training in France during 195859. He rose steadily in the army, which became increasingly fractured along religious lines as the Lebanese Civil War [q.v.], starting in 1975, dragged on for many years. His second period of training was in the United States from 1978 to 1980. Four years later President Amin Gemayel [q.v.] promoted him to brigadier-general and appointed him military chief of staff.








In the absence of a properly elected president to follow him, Gemayel called on Aoun to form a temporary military government. When he appointed five military officers as cabinet ministers, the three Muslim commanders refused to serve. By declaring a “war of liberation” against Syria in March 1989, he further alienated the Muslim [q.v.] population and militias. The resulting blockade of the limited area controlled by him made his position tenuous. He rejected the National Reconciliation Charter [q.v.], which had been adopted by an overwhelming majority of the Lebanese lawmakers meeting in Taif, Saudi Arabia, in October 1989. He ignored the election in November of Rene Muawad as president and later (following Muawad’s assassination) of Elias Hrawi [q.v.], as well as President Hrawi’s dismissal of him. He continued to occupy the presidential palace in Baabda, a suburb of Beirut.








His clashes with the Lebanese Forces [q.v.], a Maronite [q.v.] militia, undercut his standing among Christians and further reduced his area of control. In October 1990 his troops collapsed when attacked by the joint forces of his Lebanese opponents and Syria. He took refuge in the French embassy. In August 1991 he left for France after the Lebanese government had granted him conditional amnesty.








He returned to Lebanon in May 2005 after the Syrian troops had withdrawn from the country, and formed the Free Patriotic Movement. The party participated in the subsequent general election as part of the March 8 Alliance [q.v.] and won 15 seats, with Aoun in the lead. In early 2006 he signed a memorandum of understanding with Hizbollah [q.v.]. Later that year he and his party participated in the massive protest demonstrations calling for the resignation of Prime Minister Fouad Sinoria [q.v. ]. In 2008, the reconstituted cabinet included five ministers affiliated with the Free Patriotic Movement. In the May 2009 election his party won 18 seats and attracted nine parliamentary deputies from other groups. In the new national unity cabinet led by Saad Hariri [q.v.], the Free Patriotic Movement secured five ministries.








When Hariri’s government fell in early 2011, Aoun’s group joined the government formed by Najib Mikati [q.v.] in June. Two months later he described the unrest in Syria as “minor incidents confined to one or two neighborhoods in Homs [q.v.].”










Aql, Said (1911- ): 

Lebanese writer

 Born into a Maronite [q.v.] family in Zahle, Aql soon established himself as an outstanding poet with extraordinary lyrical powers. His use of symbols set a new trend in Arabic poetry, as did his (later) practice of using colloquial language instead of classical Arabic, a traditional practice in the Arab world. An intellectual, he believed that Lebanese identity was rooted in its distant Phoenician past and had little to do with Islam [q.v.] or Arabism [q.v.]. He went on to develop a version of the Latin alphabet that he claimed was more suitable to the “Lebanese” language.








His ideas appealed to Maronite intellectuals who, during the period between the two world wars, were intent on giving shape to a Lebanese identity distinct from Syria and the Muslim-dominated Arab hinterland. With the tide of Arab nationalism [q.v.] rising after World War II, his particularist thesis lost ground. But the later arrival of a large number of Palestinians in Lebanon revived his ideology among Maronites, especially the ultranationalist militia, the Guardians of the Cedars [q.v.].








Since the publication of his first book, a stage play, in 1935, he has published many works of drama, poetry, and essays as well as song lyrics in literary Arabic [q.v.], Lebanese Arabic, or French.








al-Aqsa Intifada: 

see

 Second Intifada








Arab Baath Party (Syria): Michel Aflaq [q.v.] and Salah al-Din Bitar [q.v.] established a study circle in Damascus [q.v.] in 1940, called the Movement of Arab Baath (Arabic: 

Renaissance). They published pamphlets in which they expounded revolutionary, socialist Arab nationalism [q.v.], and were committed to achieving Arab unity as the first step. Once the Mandate power, France, had left Syria in April 1946, they secured a license for their group, now called the Party of Arab Baath. They decided to merge their faction with the one led by Zaki Arsuzi [q.v.]. Out of this, in April 1947, emerged the Arab Baath Party in Damascus. Aflaq was elected senior member in the executive committee of four.








The party’s basic principles were described as the unity and freedom of the Arab nation within its homeland, and a belief in the special mission of the Arab nation, the mission being to end colonialism and promote humanitarianism. To achieve this, the party had to be nationalist, populist, socialist, and revolutionary. While the party rejected the concept of class conflict, it favored land reform; public ownership of natural resources, transport, and large-scale industry and financial institutions; trade unions of workers and peasants; the co-option of workers into management; and acceptance of “non-exploitative” private ownership and inheritance. It stood for a representative and constitutional form of government, as well as freedom of speech and association within the bounds of Arab nationalism.








Arab Baath Socialist Party: 

see

 Baath Socialist Party.










Arab Cooperation Council (1989–90):

a regional Arab organization

 Consisting of Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, and North Yemen, the Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) was formed in Baghdad [q.v.] in February 1989. It brought together those Arab countries outside the Gulf Cooperation Council [q.v.] that had aided Iraq during its war with Iran from 1980 to 1988 [q.v.]. However, the ACC decided on cooperation only in economic and nonmilitary fields. The fourth ACC summit in Amman [q.v.] in February 1990 decided to work toward ending Jewish emigration from the Soviet bloc to the occupied Palestinian and Arab territories. In April the ACC urged the comprehensive removal of all weapons of mass destruction in the Middle East. Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in August 1990 resulted in the disintegration of the ACC, with Egypt allying with the United States to forge an anti-Iraq alliance.








Arab Democratic Party  (Israel): 

Israeli political party

 Formed in 1988 in Nazareth [q.v.], the Arab Democratic Party (ADP) aimed to unify Israeli Arabs [q.v.] behind a three-point program: recognition of the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination, recognition of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) [q.v.] as their sole representative, and the withdrawal of Israel from all the Occupied Arab Territories [q.v.]. It won one seat in the 1988 election and two in 1992. On the eve of the 1996 election, it merged with another group to form the United Arab List [q.v.], which secured four seats.








Arab Deterrent Force: 

Arab League peacekeeping force in Lebanon, October 1976 to July 1982

 The Arab League [q.v.] summit of October 1976 ordered the deployment, for an initial period of six months, of a peacekeeping force—called the Arab Deterrent Force (ADF)—to maintain the ceasefire in the Lebanese Civil War [q.v.], which erupted in April 1975. Its 30,100 troops were drawn from Syria (25,000), Saudi Arabia (2,000), Sudan (1,000), South Yemen (1,000), Libya (600), and the United Arab Emirates (500). It was to function under the Lebanese president. Libya soon withdrew its contingent. The ADF’s mandate was renewed every six months.








The ADF became embroiled in skirmishes with Maronite [q.v.] militias. By the middle of 1979, with the departure of the Sudanese, Saudi, South Yemeni, and UAE troops, the ADF had become a purely Syrian force. In April 1980 it clashed with the leading Maronite militia near Zahle, which induced Israel’s intervention. The ADF won.








In late June 1982, during the Israeli invasion of Lebanon [q.v.], the Arab League foreign ministers failed to extend the ADF’s tenure, which was due to expire shortly. But the Lebanese government did not formally ask Syria, the only country providing ADF troops, to withdraw its soldiers, partly because it did not wish to put the Syrian forces on a par with Israel’s by demanding their pull-back. The ADF’s mandate ended in July 1982. Later the Lebanese authorities separately formalized the presence of the Syrian troops in Lebanon.










Arab East: Arab East is the term applied to the Arabic-speaking Middle East [q.v.], excluding Arab North Africa (Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, and Tunisia) and Djibouti, Somalia, and Sudan. It includes Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, the Occupied Arab Territories [q.v.], Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen.








Arab/Arabian Gulf: 

see

 the Gulf.










Arab Higher Committee (Palestine): The killing of Shaikh Izz al-Din Qas-sam [q.v.], a popular Arab leader, by the British in Palestine [q.v.] in an encounter in November 1935, and the discovery of an arms cache in a cement consignment for a Jewish builder in Jaffa [q.v.] led the different Arab factions to form the Arab Higher Committee (AHC) in early 1936 under the leadership of Haajj Muhammad Amin al-Husseini [q.v.]. The AHC rejected the British proposal for a legislative council, with 14 Arabs and eight Jewish members, because of the over-representation of the Jewish minority. It called on its followers to stage a general strike on 1 April 1936. The strike, which developed into a wide-scale Arab rebellion, lasted until 12 October.








A month later, a British royal commission headed by Lord Peel visited Palestine. In July 1937 the Peel Commission recommended partition. When the AHC rejected this, the British banned the committee in October. Its leader, al-Husseini, fled to Lebanon. From there he continued to guide the AHC, which revived the Arab rebellion in 1938. It lasted until the spring of 1939.








Following the British White Paper of May 1939, which restricted Jewish immigration to 15,000 a year, the AHC was legalized. During the summer of 1946 the British tried to find common ground between the AHC and the Jewish Agency for Palestine [q.v.], but failed. The AHC, led by al-Husseini, continued as representative of the Arab Palestinians [q.v.] during the subsequent events. In 1958 al-Husseini proposed that the AHC should join the recently formed United Arab Republic [q.v.]. Egyptian President Gamal Abdul Nasser [q.v.] accepted this in principle, but postponed action until after Palestine had been liberated. With the formation of the Palestine Liberation Organization [q.v.] in 1964, the AHC became redundant.








Arab-Israeli War I (1948–49): 

14 May 1948 to 7 January 1949

 Often called the Palestine War, and (by Israelis) the War of Independence (Israel) [q.v.].








Background:

 In November 1947 the Arabs in Palestine [q.v.] rejected the United Nations (U.N.) partition plan, contained in the UN General Assembly Resolution 181, which gave the Jews [q.v.], owning 6 percent of the land, 53.5 percent of Palestine [q.v.]. At that time the Arab [q.v.] population was about 1,200,000, the Jewish almost 650,000. In early 1948 the British advanced their date of departure to 15 May from 1 October, specified by the U.N. On 14 May the Yishuv [q.v.] National Council’s 13-member People’s Administration declared the establishment of Israel [q.v.]. Following an Arab League [q.v.] decision, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria, along with Arab Palestinian fighters, resolved to attack Israel. The overall commander of the Arab forces was King Abdullah bin Hussein.








OPPOSING FORCES: 

The 26,000 Arab troops comprised 7,000 Egyptians, 4,000 Iraqis, 5,000 Jordanians, 2,000 Lebanese, 4,000 Palestinian irregulars, and 4,000 Syrians. Of these only Jordan’s Arab Legion, commanded by British General John Glubb [q.v.], was professionally led. The Lebanese and Syrian troops were former territorial militiamen. The Egyptian and Iraqi forces were badly led and were equipped with poor British-supplied arms. By the end of the first phase of the war in mid-June the total number of Arab troops had increased to 35,000.








The Israeli force consisted of 30,000 fully mobilized Haganah [q.v.] soldiers (about two-thirds of whom were World War II veterans), supported by 32,000 reserves, 15,000 armed Jewish settlement police, and 32,000 home guards. By the end of the first phase of the war in mid-June 1948, the Israeli combat force had doubled to 60,000.








EVENTS: 

The armed conflict, which started on 14 May 1948, went through four phases: 14 May to 11 June; 9 to 18 July; 15 October to 6 November; and 21 November 1948 to 7 January 1949. The total combat period was four months.




 



14 May to 11 June:

 In the north the Syrian and Lebanese forces, assisted by Palestinian irregulars, captured much of north-central Galilee. In the central sector Jordan’s Arab Legion occupied most of southern and eastern Jerusalem [q.v.], including the Old City, and held on to the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv [q.v.] road. In the southern sector the Egyptian army, helped by Palestinian irregulars, overran Gaza [q.v.] and then captured Ashdod. The other Egyptian column seized Beer-sheba and Hebron [q.v.], and linked up with the Arab Legion in Bethlehem [q.v.]. A UN cease-fire came into effect on 11 June.








9 to 18 July:

 In the northern sector the Israelis spread out from Haifa [q.v.]. In the center they captured Lydda (Lod), Ramle, and the neighboring airport. The second UN ceasefire went into force on 18 July and lasted until 15 October, except in the south. At the end of this truce the Israeli forces were 90,000 strong.








15 October to 6 November:

 In the north the Israelis captured the Hula valley and occupied a strip of southern Lebanon. In the central sector they broadened the Tel Aviv-Jerusalem axis. By capturing Beersheba in the south, they separated the Egyptian troops in Hebron and Faluja. The Egyptians evacuated Ashdod and Majdal to consolidate their positions in the Asluj-Gaza region. A UN truce went into effect on the southern front on 6 November. In the north and center, ceasefires took place on 30 November.








21 November 1948 to 7 January 1949:

 In the south the Egyptians initially enlarged their area around Gaza and Asluj, but later their overall position deteriorated. On 1 December, 2,000 Arab Palestinian delegates in Jericho [q.v.] proclaimed Abdullah bin Hussein “King of all Palestine,” which meant most of what could be saved from the Israelis. The final truce between them and the Israelis came on 7 January 1949.








HUMAN LOSSES: 

Arab Palestinians: 16,000 dead, including those killed during January to mid-May 1948; other Arabs: 2,500 dead; Jews: 6,000 dead.








ARMISTICE AGREEMENTS: 

Following negotiations between the warring parties on the Greek island of Rhodes, Israel concluded armistice agreements with Egypt on 24 February 1949, Lebanon on 23 March 1949, Jordan on 3 April 1949, and Syria on 20 July 1949. Iraq, which lacked common borders with Israel, signed no such agreement with Israel.








These agreements divided up the territory allocated by the UN to the Arabs in Palestine (area 10,435 sq. mi./27,026 sq. km) among Egypt, Israel, and Jordan. Egypt retained control of the Gaza Strip [q.v.], measuring 146 sq. mi./378 sq. km, as an Egyptian-administered territory. Having acquired extra 2,220 sq. mi./5,750 sq. km above the 5,600 sq. mi./14,500 sq. km allocated to it by the UN partition plan, Israel annexed them. Thus the Jews, who formed nearly a third of the population of Palestine on the eve of the war, seized 75 percent of the country instead of the 54 percent allocated to them by the UN. Controlling 2,297 sq. mi./5,949 sq. km of Palestine, King Abdullah annexed them, subject to final settlement. Jerusalem, earmarked for international administration by the UN, was divided between Israel and Jordan, with Jordanian East Jerusalem measuring 2.5 sq. mi./6.5 sq. km. As for Lebanon and Syria, the international borders of Palestine became the armistice lines between them and Israel.






Arab-Israeli War II (1956): 

see

 Suez War (1956).








Arab-Israeli War III (1967): 5 to 10 June 1967

 Often called the June 1967 War or the Six-Day War.








BACKGROUND: 

Taking seriously Israel’s threat to overthrow it, the nine-month-old radical Baathist regime in Syria signed a defense treaty with Egypt in November 1966. In early 1967 Israel attempted to cultivate disputed Arab land in the Syrian-Israeli demilitarized zone, thus triggering a confrontation. A month later Syria informed Egypt’s president Gamal Abdul Nasser [q.v.] of Israeli troop concentration along its border. Promising to aid Syria on 16 May, Nasser dispatched Egyptian troops to eastern Sinai [q.v.]. Two days later, he asked for a partial withdrawal of the UN Emergency Force (UNEF) [q.v.], which had been patrolling the truce lines since the end of the 1956 Suez War [q.v.] on the Egyptian side. Since the UN could not agree to withdraw partially from the areas where the Egyptian and Israeli forces were in direct confrontation, its secretary-general, U Thant, offered to withdraw all of the UNEF. Egypt agreed.








Having stationed Egyptian troops at the tip of the Tiran Straits [q.v.] in Sharm al-Shaikh on 22 May, Nasser blockaded the straits, thus closing off the Israeli port of Eilat. This raised the temperature in the region. Reflecting the popular mood, King Hussein of Jordan [q.v.], hitherto hostile to Nasser, rushed to Cairo [

q.v

.] on 30 May to conclude a mutual defense pact and place his forces under Egyptian command. Earlier Israel had told its superpower ally the United States that it would go to war if one or more of the following events occurred: the departure of UNEF; the blockading of the Tiran Straits; the signing of a Jordanian-Egyptian defense pact; or the dispatch of Iraqi forces to Jordan. By the end of May, all but one of these eventualities had come to pass.








OPPOSING FORCES: 

(Weapons) Combat aircraft: Israel 260; Egypt 434, Iraq 110, Jordan 28, Syria 90. Tanks: Israel 1,100; Egypt 1,200, Iraq 200, Jordan 287, Syria 750.








EVENTS: 

Early in the morning of 5 June Israel mounted preemptive air and ground assaults. It attacked all 17 Egyptian airfields and destroyed three-fifths of Egypt’s warplanes, consisting of 365 fighters and 69 bombers on the ground. Egypt also lost 550 tanks in Sinai [q.v.]. Later in the day Israel struck at the Jordanian and Syrian air forces on the ground, destroying more than two-thirds of their combat aircraft. It rejected the UN Security Council’s call for an immediate cease-fire on 6 June.








On the Egyptian front, Israel captured the Gaza Strip [q.v.] on 6 June, the day Egypt decided to withdraw its 80,000 soldiers and 1000 tanks from the Sinai Peninsula. Having occupied most of the peninsula by 8 June, Israel reached the Suez Canal [q.v.] the following day. On the Jordanian front the Israelis had captured East Jerusalem [q.v.], Bethlehem [q.v.], Hebron [q.v.], Jenin, and Nablus [q.v.] by 7 June. The Israelis then accepted a UN-sponsored cease-fire on this front. The Syrian front witnessed artillery duels on the first four days. The Israelis violated the UN-sponsored truce on the fifth day (9 June) by launching an offensive to capture the Golan Heights [q.v.]. It had achieved this aim by the evening of the sixth day (10 June) when the final cease-fire came into effect. In the naval battle the Israelis captured Sharm al-Shaikh on 7 June, thus ending the blockade of the Straits of Tiran.








HUMAN LOSSES: 

Egyptians: 11,500 dead, the majority dying of thirst in the Sinai desert, 15,000 injured. Jordanians (military): 2,000 dead, 5,000 injured; (civilians of Palestinian origin) 4,000 dead; 1,000 injured. Syrians: 700 dead, 3,500 injured. Israelis: 778 dead, 2,558 injured.








WEAPON LOSSES: 

Egypt: 264 aircraft, 700 tanks. Jordan: 22 aircraft, 125 tanks. Syria: 58 aircraft, 105 tanks. Israel: 40 aircraft, 100 tanks.








Arab-Israeli War IV (1973): 

6 to 25 October 1973

 Often called the October 1973 War, the Ramadan War (by Arabs [q.v.]), or the Yom Kippur War (by Israelis).








BACKGROUND: 

Unlike previous armed conflicts, when Israel had taken the initiative, this time Egypt and Syria mounted pre-planned attacks on Israeli forces, but only those in the Occupied Arab Territories [q.v.], with the aim of regaining the Egyptian or Syrian land they had lost in the June 1967 War [q.v.]. They did so after having tired of peaceful attempts to recover their lands. The Arab move, which came on the eve of the Yom Kippur [q.v.] holiday in Israel, took the Israelis completely by surprise.








EVENTS: 

6–8 October:

 The Egyptian Second Army crossed the Suez Canal [q.v.] at Kantara and Ismailia in the central sector, and the Third Army did likewise at Port Suez in the south. On the Golan Heights [q.v.] front the Syrians captured Mount Hermon and made gains at Khushniya.








8 October: The United States began an arms airlift using the planes of the Israeli airline, El Al.








9 October: Israeli military was fully mobilized. The Soviet Union began to airlift arms to Egypt and Syria, the latter receiving two-thirds of the shipments.








10—12 October: Israel counterattacked on the Golan Heights front, and advanced east of the armistice line north of Qunaitra to Saasa.








11 October: Egypt mounted an offensive to relieve the Syrians.








13 October: Washington began using U.S. aircraft to ship weapons to Israel.








15 October: An Israeli offensive along the Suez succeeded in creating a wedge between the two Egyptians armies north of the Great Bitter Lake of the Suez, and established a bridgehead near Deversoir on the western bank.








15–19 October: Repeated Arab attempts to regain Syrian territory on the Golan Heights were frustrated by the Israelis.








16 October: An Arab oil embargo [q.v.] was imposed on the military backers of Israel.








19 October: Having expanded the bridgehead, the Israelis pushed southwards on Egyptian soil in order to surround the Egyptian Third Army along the eastern bank.








21 October: Henry Kissinger, U.S. secretary of state, arrived in Moscow to negotiate a deal with Soviet leaders. By then the United States had airlifted 20,000 tons of weapons to Israel, plus 40 Phantom bombers, 48 A4 Skyhawk ground attack jets, and 12 C-130 transporters. (By the end of the airlift on 15 November, 33,500 tons of U.S. arms had been shipped to Israel, while Soviet arms shipments to Egypt and Syria amounted to 15,000 tons.)








22 October: Following Kissinger’s successful talks in Moscow, a truce, specified by UN Security Council Resolution 338 [q.v.], went into effect at 18.52 GMT. But soon after, Israel broke the cease-fire on the Golan front and regained Mount Herman.








23–24 October: Violating the truce on the Suez front, the Israelis rushed to Adabiya in the Gulf of Suez to encircle the Egyptian Third Army. But their attempts to seize Port Suez failed.








24 October: Moscow put on alert seven airborne divisions for airlifting to Egypt if the Israelis went ahead with their attempt to surround the Egyptian Third Army.








25 October: Washington put its military on “precautionary alert” because of Moscow’s possible intervention in the war. UN Security Council Resolution 340, renewing its cease-fire call, went into effect, marking a formal end to the hostilities.








During the 20-day conflict, as signatories to the Joint Defense and Economic Cooperation Treaty of the Arab League [q.v.], nine Arab states (Algeria, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, and Tunisia) dispatched 50,000 troops and air units to Egypt and Syria, including 30,000 Iraqi troops sent to Syria.








HUMAN LOSSES: 

Egyptians: 9,000 dead, 15,000 injured. Syrians: 3,500 dead, 9,000 injured. Israelis: 2,552 dead, 6,027 injured.








WEAPON LOSSES: 

Egypt: 300 aircraft. Syria: 160 aircraft. Egypt and Syria combined: 1,800 tanks. Israel: 114 aircraft, 800-plus tanks.








Arab Jews: 

Jews originating in Arab countries. See also

 Oriental Jews and Sephardim.








Arab League: 

a collective of independent Arab states. Official title: League of Arab States

 (Arabic: 

Jamiat ad Duwal al-Arabiyya)

 In early 1942, faced with the prospect of Germany conquering North Africa, including Egypt, Britain tried to sway popular Arab opinion toward the Allies by publicly favoring the idea of unity of the Arab world, extending from the Atlantic to the Persian Gulf [q.v.]. After countering the German threat in North Africa in World War II, London acted behind the scenes to bring about a preliminary Arab conference in the Egyptian city of Alexandria [q.v.] in September-October 1944. It was attended by the official representatives of Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, North Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Transjordan, as well as a Palestinian observer on behalf of Arab Palestinians. Their decision to form the League of Arab States—a cooperative of independent Arab countries— was ratified on 22 March 1945 in Cairo [q.v.] with the signing of an appropriate pact. Its objectives were to coordinate and reinforce political, economic, and cultural policies of its member states, and mediate disputes among them or between them and others. Its Charter combined the concept of a common Arab homeland with respect for the sovereignty of the individual member states.








The first secretary-general of the Arab League, headquartered in Cairo, was Abdul Rahman Azzam, an Egyptian diplomat. With more and more Arabic-speaking countries becoming independent, membership in the League expanded to include Libya (1953), Sudan (1956), Morocco (1958), Tunisia (1958), Kuwait (1961), Algeria (1962), South Yemen (1967), Bahrain (1971), Oman (1971), Qatar (1971), the United Arab Emirates (1971), Mauritania (1973), Somalia (1974), the Palestine Liberation Organization (1974), and Djibouti (1977). With the union of North and South Yemen in May 1990, membership declined to 21. Then, with the admission of Comros Island in 1996, the total rose to 22.








In 1950 the Arab League members signed a Joint Defense and Economic Cooperation Treaty (JDECT) [q.v.], primarily to provide protection to member-states against Israel. Four years later the Egyptian president, Gamal Abdul Nasser [q.v.], opposed Iraq’s plan to join a Western-sponsored defense Organization, arguing that such an arrangement by a JDECT member would link all JDECT affiliates to the West. Under the provisions of this treaty, in the October 1973 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.] nine Arab League members dispatched troops and air units to Egypt and Syria and engaged in hostilities with Israel. However, in May 1982, when Iraqi President Saddam Hussein [q.v.] tried to invoke the treaty to secure military aid from Arab League members, he failed. This happened because Iraq was not engaged in war with Israel; Iraq had started the armed conflict by invading Iran in September 1980; and such leading members of the Arab League as Syria and Libya had lined up with Iran.








Since 1948 the Arab League has been enforcing an economic boycott of Israel from its office based in Damascus [q.v.]. Following its recognition by the United Nations in 1958 as a regional body, the Arab League has been acting inter alia as the UN’s Arab region educational, scientific, and cultural organization. It has been instrumental in creating an Arab postal union, an Arab union of wireless communication and telecommunication, a nationality code, and an Arab cultural treaty. It is the headquarters of 17 Arab trade unions, including the union of iron and steel workers, and physicians and veterinarians. It now has 11 specialized ministerial councils and 17 permanent technical committees.








After Egypt signed a unilateral peace treaty with Israel in March 1979, an Arab League summit suspended its membership and moved the League headquarters to Tunis. Egypt was readmitted to the League in May 1989, and the headquarters were returned to Cairo in October 1990. Seven months later Esmat Abdul Maguid [q. v.], the erstwhile foreign minister of Egypt, was unanimously elected secretary-general of the Arab League.








Following the Oslo Accord I of 1993 [

q.v

.], Tunisia and Israel agreed to base economic liaison officers in each other’s capitals. In 1994 the six-member Gulf Cooperation Council [q.v.] decided to end secondary and tertiary boycotts of Israel. The secondary and tertiary boycotts apply respectively to an Arab League ban on trading with companies that deal directly with Israel and those that trade with such companies.








In 2001, Maguid was succeeded by Amr Moussa [q.v.] as the Arab League’s secretary-general. On 24 March 2003, the Arab League foreign ministers demanded—by 21 votes to one (Kuwait)—the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of the American and British troops from Iraq. Washington and London ignored the call.








Since 2003, the following countries have been granted observer status: Brazil, Eritrea, India, and Venezuela.








The cumulative arrears of member states crossed the $100 million mark in 2004. This led to the cancellation of nearly 200 projects and left many League employees unpaid for months.








In 2010, Arab League member states, occupying an area of 13,953,041 sq. km/5,394,250 sq. mi., had a total population of 360 million, and a cumulative GDP of $1,903,301 million.








In mid-March 2011, by a majority vote, the Arab League asked the 15-member UN Security Council to impose a no-flight zone over Libya in order to halt the killing of civilians. Following the Security Council’s resolution to that effect, leading members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) unleashed a bombing campaign against the regime of Colonel Muammar Gaddafi. Moussa condemned the broad scope of NATO bombing but to no avail.








As protest against the rule of President Bashar Assad escalated from March 2011, and the regime became ruthless in suppressing protest, the Arab League suspended Syria’s membership in November because of its regime’s violence against civilians. The League’s approach to the UN Security Council to act resulted in a resolution calling for “a Syrian-led political transition” in Syria in February 2012. It won the support of 13 members but was vetoed by Russia and China.










Arab League Summits: Until 1963 League members were normally represented by their foreign ministers at the meetings of the Arab League Council of Ministers. But from 1964 member states started meeting at the head-of-state level. The list of the ordinary summit meetings follows:








FIRST SUMMIT: 

13–17 January 1964 in Cairo [q.v.]. It resolved to “struggle against the robbery of the waters of Jordan by Israel.”








SECOND SUMMIT: 

5–11 September 1964 in Alexandria [

q.v

.]. It welcomed the establishment of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) [q.v.] to “liberate Palestine from Zionist imperialism.”








THIRD SUMMIT: 

13–17 September 1965 in Casablanca. It renounced “intra-Arab hostile propaganda.”








FOURTH SUMMIT: 

29 August-1 September 1967 in Khartoum. Held in the wake of the June 1967 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.], it reaffirmed Palestinians’ rights in their own country, and declared: “No negotiations with Israel, no treaty, no recognition of Israel.”








FIFTH SUMMIT: 

December 1969 in Rabat. It called for the mobilization of all Arab states against Israel.








SIXTH SUMMIT: 

November 1973 in Algiers. Held in the wake of the October 1973 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.], it set down strict conditions for talks with Israel.








SEVENTH SUMMIT: 

30 October-2 November 1974 in Rabat. It declared the PLO as “the sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people” with “the right to establish the independent state of Palestine on any liberated territory.”








EIGHTH SUMMIT: 

25–26 October 1976 in Cairo. This widely attended summit backed the idea of an Arab Deterrent Force to de-escalate the Lebanese Civil War [

q.v

.].








NINTH SUMMIT: 

2–5 November 1978 in Baghdad [q.v.]. It condemned the Camp David Accords [q.v.] of September 1978 between Egypt and Israel, and decided that pan-Arab sanctions against Egypt, including suspension of its League membership and severance of diplomatic relations, would go into effect when it signed a peace treaty with Israel.








TENTH SUMMIT: 

22–25 November 1979 in Tunis. It deliberated over continued Israeli occupation of southern Lebanon following Israel’s invasion of Lebanon in March 1978 [q.v.].








ELEVENTH SUMMIT: 

21–22 November 1980 in Amman [q.v.]. It adopted a strategy for joint Arab economic action, dealing with pan-Arab development until 2000.








TWELFTH SUMMIT: 

in Fez, Morocco. It is recorded as having taken place in two phases: on 25 November 1981 and on 6–9 September 1982. On 25 November, following sharp disagreement over a peace plan drafted by Saudi Crown Prince Fahd [q.v.], which implied de facto recognition of Israel, the meeting was suspended after five hours without a joint communique. Reconvening on 6 September 1982 in Fez, the summit adopted a peace plan similar to the one submitted by Fahd, now Saudi king. It demanded the withdrawal of Israel from the Arab territories occupied in 1967; the dismantling of Jewish settlements in these areas; Palestinian selfdetermination under the PLO, resulting in a Palestinian state in the West Bank [q.v.] and Gaza Strip [q.v.], with East Jerusalem [q.v

.] as its capital; interim UN supervision of the West Bank and Gaza; and the guaranteeing of peace for all the states in the region by the UN Security Council.








THIRTEENTH SUMMIT: 

March 2001 in Amman. It was held in the aftermath of the election of hawkish Ariel Sharon [q.v.] as the Israeli prime minister. It decided to appoint Amr Mousa [q.v.] the League’s new secretary-general.








FOURTEENTH SUMMIT: 

March 2002 in Beirut. It adopted a peace plan of Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah [q.v.], offering Israel total peace with all the League members in exchange for its total withdrawal from all of the Occupied Arab Territories [q.v.], the establishment of an independent Palestine state, and the granting of the right to return to the Palestinian refugees. It rejected exploitation of war on terrorism to threaten any Arab country and use of force against Iraq.








FIFTEENTH SUMMIT: 

1 March 2003 in Sharm al-Shaikh, Egypt: It warned that serious threats to Iraq (by America) could lead to a military conflict with grave consequences for the region and the peace of the Arab world. On March 24, the League demanded—by 21 votes to one (Kuwait)—the immediate and unconditional removal of American and British troops from Iraq.








SIXTEENTH SUMMIT: 

22–23 May 2004 in Tunis. It declared that the Arab states were committed to democracy, equality, freedom of expression, and rights for women.








SEVENTEENTH SUMMIT: 

22–23 March 2005 in Algiers. This conference coincided with the 60th anniversary of the founding of the Arab League. It reaffirmed its commitment to the Saudi peace plan adopted in 2002

.








EIGHTEENTH SUMMIT: 

28–30 March 2006 in Khartoum. It focused on Arab-African cooperation.








NINETEENTH SUMMIT: 

27–28 March 2007 in Riyadh. The Summit called on its members to recognize the recently formed Palestinian unity government of Fatah [q.v.] and Hamas [q.v.], and cooperate with it. It condemned the political, economic, and military siege imposed by Israel on the Palestinian Territories [q.v.].








TWENTIETH SUMMIT: 

29–30 March 2008 in Damascus. Noting the continuing sectarian and other violence in Iraq, the Summit called for maintaining Iraq’s territorial integrity, achieving sectarian and ethnic reconciliation, and ending the presence of foreign troops.








TWENTY-FIRST SUMMIT: 

28–30 March 2009 in Doha [

q.v

.]. The Summit condemned Israel’s war on Gaza [q.v.]. It expressed solidarity with Sudan facing threats to its security, stability, and territorial integrity, and supporting Qatar’s peace efforts within the framework of the Arab-African Ministerial Committee. Iran attended the meeting as an observer.








TWENTY-SECOND SUMMIT: 

30 March-1 April 2010 in Sirte, Libya. Palestinian Authority [q.v.] president Mahmoud Abbas [q.v.] rejected demand by Syria and Libya to formally pull out of peace negotiations with Israel.








In 1970, the Arab League started holding emergency summits.








FIRST EMERGENCY SUMMIT: 

27–28 September 1970 in Cairo. Egyptian president Gamal Abdul Nasser [q.v.] succeeded in achieving a cease-fire between Jordan and the PLO.








SECOND EMERGENCY SUMMIT: 

17–28 October 1976 in Riyadh. It approved the formation of the Arab Deterrent Force for peacekeeping in the Lebanese Civil War.








THIRD EMERGENCY SUMMIT: 

7–9 September 1985 in Casablanca. Boycotted by Algeria, Lebanon, Libya, South Yemen, and Syria, it failed to back the agreement between the PLO and Jordan envisaging talks with Israel on Palestinian rights.








FOURTH EMERGENCY SUMMIT: 

8–12 November 1987 in Amman. It endorsed UN Security Council Resolution 598 of July 1987 [q.v.] on a cease-fire in the Iran-Iraq War [q.v.], and criticized Iran for prevaricating over its acceptance of the resolution. It also declared that the resumption of diplomatic links with Egypt was an issue to be decided by individual members.








FIFTH EMERGENCY SUMMIT: 

7–9 June 1988 in Algiers. It decided to fund the PLO to continue the six-month-old Palestinian uprising, called Intifada [q.v.], in the Israeli-occupied territories.








SIXTH EMERGENCY SUMMIT: 

23–26 June 1989 in Casablanca. It decided to readmit Egypt to the Arab League. It also set up a Tripartite Committee of the heads of state of Algeria, Morocco, and Saudi Arabia to secure a cease-fire in the Lebanese Civil War and restore constitutional government in Lebanon.








SEVENTH EMERGENCY SUMMIT: 

28–30 March 1990 in Baghdad. It condemned the recent large increase in the migration of Soviet Jews to Israel.








EIGHTH EMERGENCY SUMMIT: 

9–10 August 1990 in Cairo. Twelve members out of the 20 present condemned Iraq for its invasion and annexation of Kuwait, and accepted the request of Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states to dispatch troops to assist their armed forces.








NINTH EMERGENCY SUMMIT: 

22–23 January 1996 in Cairo. The Summit declared that the waters of the Euphrates and Tigris rivers be shared equitably between Iraq, Syria, and Turkey.








TENTH EMERGENCY SUMMIT: 

21–22 October 2000 in Cairo. This summit was convened to debate the Second Intifada [q.v.] of the Palestinians against the Israeli occupation. Iraq was invited, thus signaling the end of the Arab League’s boycott of Iraq due to its invasion of Kuwait. It called on its members to freeze their ties with Israel. It set up two funds to help the Palestinians struggling against the Israeli occupation.








Arab nationalism: Nationalism in the Arab world was defined in opposition to foreign rule, first by Ottoman Turkey and then by Britain and France. In the 19th century, Egyptians were in the forefront in rebelling against their Ottoman masters. The Ottoman sultan’s recognition of Muhammad Ali as viceroy of Egypt in 1805 signified the special place the Ottomans were prepared to assign Egypt. In time Cairo [q.v.] became a haven for non-Egyptian Arab intellectuals who clashed with their Ottoman rulers. The relative freedom that Cairo afforded helped to engender Arab nationalism as well as pan-Islamism [q.v.].








With the supplanting of Ottoman power by that of Britain in the wake of the opening of the Suez Canal [q.v.] in 1869, Arab nationalism grew in opposition to British influence. It reached a peak in 1882, when Col. Ahmad Arabi Pasha attempted militarily to end British interference in Egyptian affairs. He failed. The result was British occupation of Egypt, which provided a powerful foil to nationalists.








Elsewhere, especially in the Levant [q.v.], the educational institutions established by American and French missionaries in the 1860s provided fertile soil for the growth of Arab political revival, resulting in such secret associations as al-Ahd (Arabic: 

The Covenant)

 and al-Fatat (Arabic: 

The Young Woman).

 When the Ottoman regime suppressed these groups, their members fled to (post-1882) Egypt. But little of importance occurred until World War I. During that conflict anti-Ottoman feelings, harnessed by the British, escalated into the Arab Revolt of 1916, which was led by Hussein bin Ali al-Hashem of Hijaz. After the war the Arabs felt let down by the victorious Britain and France, which carved up the Arab world in their spheres of influence according to the secret Sykes-Picot Pact [q.v.].








Arab nationalism in Egypt revolved around the Wafd [q.v.]. Elsewhere it centered on the Hashemite dynasty [q.v.], whose members ruled Iraq and Transjordan. But the close relationship between London and King Faisal II 

[q

 .v.]—illustrated by the latter’s restoration by the British after they had crushed the successful nationalist coup in 1941—disappointed Arab nationalists. The behavior of another Hashemite, King Abdullah of Transjordan [q.v.], before and during the 1948–49 Palestine War [q.v.] further disappointed Arab nationalists.








By then the establishment of the Arab League [q.v.] in 1945 had provided a regional perspective to Arab nationalism. Its base in Cairo set the scene for the merging of Egyptian nationalism with a larger Arab nationalism. This happened after the overthrow of the decadent monarchy in Egypt in 1952 by nationalist republican officers led by Gamal Abdul Nasser [q.v.].








As the decade progressed, and especially after 1956, when Egypt finally secured the withdrawal of British troops from its soil after 74 years, Nasser came to symbolize Arab nationalism in its widest sense. But Nasserism [q.v.], which was associated more with the leader than with an ideology, faced competition from Baathism [q.v.], which had emerged as a well-defined ideology in Syria. In 1990 Arab nationalism received a severe blow when Iraq, a proponent of Baathism, invaded and annexed Kuwait—the first instance since the founding of the Arab League of a member-state acting so aggressively toward another.








Arab Nationalist Movement: 

pan-Arab political party

 The Arab Nationalist Movement (ANM) came into being in 1952 as a result of the merger of two groups, composed chiefly of the students and staff of the American University in Beirut [

q.v

.]. George Habash [q.v.], Nayif Hawatmeh [q.v.], and Ahmad Khatib [q.v.] were among the founders of the ANM, whose main slogan was: “Unity [of Arabs], Liberation [of Palestine], Revenge [against the Zionist state].” While they increasingly saw the need to revolutionize the Arab world in order to confront the modern Jewish state of Israel, they placed much hope in the Egyptian military coup of 1952, especially as a vehicle to effect Arab unity. The ANM applauded the formation of the United Arab Republic [q.v.] in 1958, and was disappointed when it broke up three years later. The subsequent failure of any of the three leading republics—Egypt, Syria, and Iraq—to unify left the ANM disappointed with both Nasserites [q.v.] and Baathists [q.v.].








Since the liberation of Palestine was its top priority, in the mid-1960s the ANM set up a Palestinian section with its own armed wing and began guerrilla actions against Israel.








In the rest of the Arab world it did well in those regions where Nasserism and Baathism were comparatively weak, the main example being the Arabian Peninsula [q.v. ]. It was the ANM’s South Yemeni branch that first issued a call for armed action in 1959 to frustrate the British plan to set up a Federation of South Arabia, composed of the Aden Colony, the Eastern Protectorate States, and the Western Protectorate States. Four years later the ANM played an important role in welding together the various nationalist groups active in South Yemen when they held a congress in the North Yemeni capital of Sanaa [q.v.], and fostered the emergence of the National Front for the Liberation of South Yemen [q.v.], which decided to achieve independence through an armed struggle. It succeeded in 1967.








In adjoining Oman, in early 1962 the ANM’s Dhofari supporters cooperated with the members of the leftist Dhofari Liberation Front (DFL) to secure an independent Dhofar. The outbreak of an insurrection in South Yemen in 1963 encouraged the ANM’s Dhofari section to merge with the leftist DFL and start a guerrilla campaign in Dhofar, which continued for a decade.








The Arab defeat in the June 1967 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.] finally destroyed the ANM’s confidence in the Egyptian and Syrian regimes, and led to the pan-Arab body being divided into individual sections in different countries.








Arab Nationalist Movement, Palestine: In December 1967 the Palestinian section of the Arab Nationalist Movement, along with its armed affiliates, combined with the Syria-based Palestine Liberation Front to form the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine [q.v.].








Arab Nationalist Movement, Saudi Arabia: Starting as a clandestine group in Dhahran in 1964, the Arab Nationalist Movement graduated into something bigger in early 1966. During the next three years the party built up a base among military officers, oil workers, civil servants, and teachers. Its planned coup in June 1969 was foiled only hours before its scheduled implementation. The subsequent arrest of 200 conspirators, followed by scores of executions, destroyed the party.








Arab socialism: Originating as Egyptian socialism, the term was transformed to Arab socialism when Egypt and Syria merged in 1958 to form the United Arab Republic (UAR) [q.v.]. Its leading proponent was Egyptian President Gamal Abdul Nasser [q.v.]. He first imbibed the virtues of socialism through his friendship with Josip Tito of Yugoslavia and Jawaharlal Nehru of India, whom he first met at the non-aligned nations’ conference in Bandung, Indonesia, in April 1955. The 1956 Egyptian constitution provided for a National Union which, though composed of all political tendencies, stood for abolition of feudalism and exploitation, and the reorientation of private property for the higher interests of society. It stipulated that workers must be taken into management.








Following the breakup of the UAR in September 1961, Nasser accelerated his campaign against the urban rich in Egypt. A series of decrees introduced progressive income tax and the nationalization of insurance, banking, and major industrial and commercial companies. During the winter of 1961–62 Nasser drafted a 30,000-word Charter of National Action. After debating the document in Cairo in May 1962, the National Congress of the Popular Forces—consisting of trade unions, professional syndicates, and other voluntary groups—adopted it. The charter combined its belief in “scientific socialism” and the “struggle against exploitation and in favor of equal opportunities” with the aim of achieving the unity of “all the working forces of the people,” including national capitalists. It argued that political and social democracy were indivisible, and that, to assure freedom of choice in politics, a citizen must be freed of exploitation of all kinds and given equal opportunity to enjoy a fair share of the national wealth. The body that was to implement the changes was to be called the Arab Socialist Union [q.v.], composed of an alliance of five segments of the workforce: peasants, workers, intellectuals, soldiers, and national capitalists.








Declaring that his regime had ended the exploitation that had existed in the monarchical era, Nasser stressed that relations between different socioeconomic classes must now be peaceful. This differentiated Arab socialism from Marxist socialism, with its belief in ongoing conflict in a society with different classes. Also, objecting to attaching an ethnic or a nationality label to socialism, the Marxists in Egypt preferred to subscribe to the concept of an Egyptian path to socialism.










Arab Socialist Party (Syria): The Arab Socialist Party (ASP) was founded by Akram Hourani, a lawyer from Hama [q.v.], in January 1950. By participating in the anti-French armed struggle after World War II, he had gained popularity with the officer corps of independent Syria. Following his advice, the government decided to disregard the social background of the applicants to the country’s only armed forces academy, in Homs [q.v.]. Since a military career was the only way a son of a poor or middle-income peasant could raise his social status, the academy attracted many applicants from these social classes. Given the party’s commitment to ending feudalism and distributing state land to the landless, and its leadership of peasant agitation, it soon enjoyed a considerable following among young cadets and officers. Sharing their opposition to the dictatorial regime of Col. Adib Shishkali [q.v.], the leaders of the ASP and the Baath Party [q.v.] decided in September 1953 to form the Arab Baath Socialist Party [q.v.], and did so six months later.










Arab Socialist Union (Egypt): In May 1962 a National Congress of the Popular Forces, attended by trade unions, professional syndicates, and other voluntary groups, adopted the Charter of National Action. Besides explaining Arab socialism [q.v.], it specified the political structure upon which it was to be built. The body that was to implement the National Charter was to be called the Arab Socialist Union (ASU). It was perceived as an alliance of five segments of the workforce: peasants, workers, intellectuals, soldiers, and national capitalists. The ASU was established in November 1962. It had a pyramidal structure, with units of 20 at village, workplace, or neighborhood level forming the base, the executive committee led by the republic’s president at the apex, and district and provincial committees in between. The ASU’s legislative branch was called the National Assembly. In it, as in all other elected bodies of the ASU, 50 percent of the seats were given to workers and peasants (meaning those owning less than 26 acres/10.6 hectares).








In practice, the original intent of ensuring greater participation in the government by the masses was not realized, and the ASU’s exceptionally broad base and lack of cohesion inhibited it from becoming an active political agency to effect a socialist transformation of society. Within the ASU, elections were held only for the provincial committees. Therefore, instead of emerging as a popular body to guide the state’s executive arm, the ASU became subordinate to the state, assisting civil and military bureaucracies to implement official policies decided by President Gamal Abdul Nasser [q.v.], his advisers, and the cabinet (many of whose members sat on the ASU’s executive committee). It became common knowledge that the best way to secure the cooperation of the increasingly powerful civil servants was by achieving an important position in the ASU, whose membership soared to six million in four years. As a result a mutually supportive triad of rich farmers, state bureaucrats, and urban professionals grew up and monopolized power.








Following the creation of the ASU’s central committee in July 1965, Nasser appointed Ali Sabri [q.v.], the leftist prime minister, as the ASU’s secretary-general, with a mandate to transform the organization into a cadre-based party. Soon the ASU’s district and provincial committees were manned by salaried functionaries drawn from civil servants, business managers, teachers, lawyers, landowners, and factory floor managers, and trained at one of the three institutes of socialist studies. Sabri established the Socialist Youth Organization (SYO) as an auxiliary to the ASU, but with its own cadre, and soon built up its strength to 20,000. But after Egypt’s defeat in the June 1967 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.], Nasser moderated his socialist leanings. He decided to reestablish the consensus that had existed before the creation of ASU and SYO cadres. In October he dissolved the SYO, and in June 1968 he changed the ASU’s structure back to the one prevalent in the pre-Sabri days.








In the wake of Nasser’s death in September 1970 there was a revival of the debate on the ASU’s role. President Anwar Sadat [q.v.] made it subservient to the state executive. After the October 1973 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.] parliament made ASU membership voluntary for participants in a political or trade union election. The debate on whether the ASU should be divided into five parts, each one representing a different social class within the “working forces,” led to a decision by an official commission to form three forums within the ASU. Following the parliamentary election of October-November 1976, the ASU lost its political role, but it remained the sole owner of all major newspaper publishing companies and retained its authority to issue a license for a new publication. In August 1978 Sadat’s invitation to Mustafa Khalil, the ASU secretary-general, to head his newly announced National Democratic Party [q.v.] formally ended the ASU.








Arab Spring: 

grass roots pro-democracy movement in the Arab world

; also known as Arab Revolutions (Arabic: 

al-thawrat al-Arabiyya)

 Arab Spring stands for a series of demonstrations and protests in the Middle East [

q.v

.] and North Africa for democracy, which started peacefully but in some cases escalated to recurrent bloody clashes, and even to civil war, as in Libya. The movement originated with the self-immolation by Muhammad Bouazizi, a computer science graduate making a precarious living as a fruit vendor, in the Tunisian town of Sidi Bouzid on 17 December 2010. By spring of 2012 it had resulted in the ouster of autocratic Tunisian President Zine el Abidine Ben Ali and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak [q.v.], Colonel Muammar Gaddafi of Libya and Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh [q.v.] under varying circumstances. Taking their cue from the United States, the senior generals in Tunisia as well as in Egypt withdrew their support from the chief executive, paving the way for his downfall. In Libya it was the military intervention by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization that brought about the overthrow of the Gaddafi regime and his death. In Yemen, defying popular pressure, Saleh succeeded in blocking his departure by unconstitutional means and handed over power only after his deputy Abd Rabbu Mansour al-Hadi had won the specially arranged presidential election. Due to the exceptionally complex ethnic and religious composition of Syria, and the steadfast Russian backing for Syrian President Bashar Assad [q.v.], the Arab Spring seemed to have encountered an almost insurmountable barrier.








TUNISIA: 

In Tunisia, Bouazizi’s dramatic act shocked the public at large. Protest demonstrations against the corrupt, dictatorial Ben Ali followed throughout the country. The government’s brutal means failed to quash the popular unrest. On 14 January 2011, the violent skirmishes between protestors, pouring out of mosques after Friday prayers, and security forces became so bloody that Ben Ali lost the confidence of the military high command. This compelled him and his family to flee to the Saudi city of Jeddah [q. v.], where they were given refuge by Saudi King Abdullah [q.v.].






EGYPT: 

Ben Ali’s overthrow acted as a catalyst in Egypt, where discontent against Mubarak’s regime had been brewing since 2006 against the background of rocketing prices and declining living standards. A call for one-day nationwide strike on 6 April 2008 to protest high inflation and political repression under the emergency laws imposed since 1981 was disseminated by Facebook, blogs, Twitter, and mobile phone text messaging, with a “General Strike in Egypt” Facebook group gaining 54,000 members. The government responded by arresting and convicting a dozen cyberspace activists, all of them based in Egypt. But two years later it faced a challenge mounted from outside Egypt.








The appearance in cyberspace of the deformed face and battered head of 28-year-old Khaled Saeed, killed by two policemen in Alexandria [q.v.] on 6 June 2010, shocked many Egyptians, including Wael Ghonim, who ran Google’s marketing department for the Middle East and North Africa from Dubai [q.v.]. He set up a Face-book site titled “We are all Khaled Saeed” without giving his identity by using the innocuous word “admin.”








Within a few weeks, his page attracted almost 222,000 members. They focused on getting the guilty policemen punished while demanding the lifting of the emergency laws that facilitated police brutality. To stay within the emergency law, “admin.” advised silent protest mounted by people dressed in black reading the Quran [q.v.] or the Bible [q.v.] while standing in a line in a street. The government did not know how to stop the source of the protest, which succeeded in seeing the offending police officers were sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment. Thus the cyber protestors had their first success.








Unsurprisingly, following the overthrow of Ben Ali on 14 January, the “We are all Khaled Saeed” Facebook page became a rallying point for the protest on 25 January. Yet it was only on the following Friday, 28 January, that peaceful demonstrations in the Tahrir Square of Cairo [q.v.] gathered momentum after the weekly Muslim congregational prayers.








At this point the Mubarak government withdrew the riot police and sent army troops to Tahrir Square, the epicenter of the civil uprising. Violent clashes between protestors and the security forces broke out as Mubarak combined his promise on 2 February not to enter the next presidential election in 2013 with his appointment of Omar Suleiman, his intelligence chief, as vice president, a post he had deliberately left vacant. Demonstrators were not satisfied. On Friday, 4 February, labeled “Day of Departure,” an ever-larger gathering of protestors demanded Mubarak’s immediate resignation as the economic life of the nation started ebbing.








Behind the scenes Egyptian defense minister Field Marshall Muhammad Hussein Tantawi was in daily contact with his counterpart in Washington, Robert Gates, who stressed U.S. President Barack Obama’s advice not to use military force to disband the over one million demonstrators who had set up tents in Tahrir Square. Before 25 January, several senior generals on the Supreme Council of Armed Forces (SCAF) privately disapproved of Hosni Mubarak grooming his businessman son, Gamal, to succeed him, thus breaking the monopoly over power that the military had enjoyed since 1952. The burgeoning popular protest coupled with Obama’s withdrawal of support for Mubarak led the fence-sitting generals to join the anti-Mubarak camp.








On 10 February, claiming that a national dialogue on political reform was in progress, Mubarak transferred power to Vice President Suleiman, but refused to step down. But the next day he bowed to the popular will backed by the SCAF. By the time he resigned after 18 days of civil uprising, and retired to the presidential palace in the sea resort of Sharm al-Shaikh, 846 protestors were dead and 12,000 were arrested.








After assuming power, the SCF accepted the amendments to the constitution proposed by its appointed committee. These were designed to prepare Egypt for free and fair parliamentary and presidential elections. Once the amended constitution was approved in a referendum on 25 March by a large majority on a turnover of 91 percent, the country’s revolution entered a new phase.








At his trial in August, a bed-ridden Mubarak denied charges of killing protestors and abuse of power. Following massive protest at the slow progress toward democracy, Tantawi promised a presidential poll in June 2012. The SCAF appointed Kamal Ganzouri, a former prime minister, as head of a national salvation cabinet.








Staggered elections to the People’s Assembly started in late November and continued until early January 2012. The Democratic Alliance, led by the Freedom and Justice Party [q.v.], won 235 of the 508-member People’s Assembly, with the Islamist Bloc [q.v.] headed by the al-Nour Party [q.v.] gaining 127 seats. In the 180-member Consultative Council elections that followed, the FJP-led Democratic Alliance gained 105 seats and the al-Nour-led Islamist Bloc [q.v.] gained 45.








In the first round for the presidential poll on 23–24 May there were 12 candidates. Since none of them received 50 percent plus one vote, there was a second round on 16–17 June between the Freedom and Justice Party’s Muhammad Morsi [q.v.] and Ahmed Shafiq [q.v.], the last prime minister of Hosni Mubarak, who was given a life sentence on 2 June for his part in the killing of protestors during the 

2011

 upheaval. Shafiq lost to Morsi by 48.3 percent of the vote to 51.7 percent.








Two days before the presidential election the Supreme Constitutional Court ruled that some of the articles on which the bicameral parliament was formed were unconstitutional. The SCAF dissolved both houses of parliament and re-assumed legislative powers.






In August President Morsi forced the 75-year-old Tantawi, head of the armed forces, and 64-year-old Sami Anan, the Army chief of staff, to resign, thereby ending the dual power structure. In October, Morsi granted pardon to all the protestors detained and tried in the civil protest movement between 25 January 2011 and 30 June 2012, the day he assumed the presidency, which marked the official end of the Arab Spring in Egypt.








LIBYA: 

By then, buoyed by Mubarak’s downfall, the opposition to Gaddafi in Libya had taken up arms. Making a deceptive use of the UN Security Council resolution in March authorizing a no-fly zone to protect civilians from the Gaddafi regime’s attacks, NATO intervened directly into the Libyan civil war. Yet it took another six months to see the regime in Tripoli toppled.








BAHRAIN: 

The eastward advance of the Arab Spring wave hit Bahrain, where the predominantly Shia [q.v.] opposition had been agitating for political reform since 2009. Like their counterparts in Cairo’s Tahrir Square, the protestors in the Pearl Square of Manama [q.v.] during February-March 2011, were peaceful. That did not stop the ruler Shaikh Hamad bin Isa II [q.v.] from declaring martial law and letting loose the security forces who shot 30 demonstrators dead. His violent response was capped by the arrival of the largely Saudi contingent of 1,000 soldiers under the banner of the Gulf Cooperaton Council [q.v.] in mid-March. Aware of the stationing of the U.S. Fifth Fleet in Bahrain, the Obama White House did nothing more than issue mild criticism of the ruler’s crackdown.








KUWAIT: 

Like Bahrain, Kuwait had an earlier history of popular dissension with the rule of Shaikh Sabah IV al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah [q.v.], centered on widespread corruption and nepotism. With its parliament enjoying the most power of any elected body in the Gulf monarchies, the opposition lawmakers had been publicly critical of the ruling family. The Arab Spring arrived when there was rising tension between the parliament and the Sabah-dominated cabinet amidst allegation of corruption at the highest level of government. Demonstrations, attracting tens of thousands, occurred with increasing frequency. In November the protestors broker into the parliament house. The cabinet led since 2006 by the ruler’s nephew, Nasser Muhammad al-Ahmad al-Sabah, resigned. The emir dissolved the parliament and ordered a fresh election in which the opposition won more than two-thirds of the seats.








However, given the bountiful oil reserves of the emirate, and the close links of the royal family with the U. S. buttressed by Kuwait’s defense pact with Washington, there was no prospect of the al-Sabah clan losing its hold over the country.








That too was the case with the royal family of Saudi Arabia for the same reasons that applied to its Kuwaiti counterpart.








SAUDI ARABIA: 

Encouraged by the events in Egypt, web activists in the Saudi kingdom declared Friday, 11 March, as the first day for mass protests demanding constitutional monarchy and a democratic government. But a heavy-handed police action combined with a religious ruling against demonstrations kept most of the potential protestors off the streets—except in the major Shia city of Qatif in the Eastern Province. There, peaceful demonstrators, shouting “One people, not two—the people of Qatif and Bahrain!” demanded the release of Shia prisoners. The next Friday, 18 March, King Abdullah [q.v.] made a rare televised speech. He thanked his subjects for not staging large pro-democracy protests, and offered $93 billion in benefits to underprivileged Saudi citizens and for strengthening of the security and religious police forces. This was in addition to the $37 billion he had announced a month earlier to ease social pressures.








Significantly, King Abdullah was instrumental in co-opting Qatar and Kuwait to provide $10 billion in aid to Bahrain and Oman. The promised handout helped Sultan Qaboos [q.v.] of Oman, whose hydrocarbon resources were puny compared to those of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Qatar.








OMAN: 

Inspired by the peaceful demonstrations in Bahrain, in mid-February 2011, the protestors in Muscat demanded higher salaries, an end to corruption, less official control of the media, and an equitable distribution of oil wealth. Those who staged a sit-in outside the Consultative (Shura) Council building in Muscat [q.v.] on 1 March demanded that the council be given real powers of legislation. Protest in the industrial port of Sohar at the end of February turned violent, with a shopping mall set ablaze. The police firings killed two demonstrators. When protest spread to a few oilfields, Qaboos appointed a committee to draft proposals for boosting the power of the Consultative Council. He reshuffled the cabinet, firing unpopular ministers, and abolished the ministry of national economy, known to be corrupt. After raising the salaries in the public sector, he mandated an increase in the minimum wage in the private sector from $364 a month to $520. He doubled social security benefits.








No such concessions came from the rulers of the United Arab Emirates








UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: 

The Arab Spring arrived in the UAE against the background of collapse in real estate values in the confederation caused by the 2008–2009 virtual global credit freeze. The government moved quickly to block a website popular with those UAE nationals who called for a constitutional monarchy and an elected parliament with full legislative powers.








They arrested five dissident intellectuals, charging them with threatening state security and undermining public order. At the end of a seven-month detention they were sentenced to two years’ imprisonment which was commuted by UAE President Shaikh Khalifa bin Zayid al-Nahyan [q.v.].








YEMEN: 

In contrast to the sparsely inhabited UAE, Oman, and Bahrain, Yemen has a population of 25 million and the lowest GDP per capita in the Arabia Peninsula. As a republic with a directly elected president and parliament, it had acquired a multiparty system. Yet Ali Abdullah Saleh [q.v.] had contrived to remain president since 1978, initially of North Yemen which contained four-fifths of the population of the united Yemen.








Therefore, the republic was vulnerable to the winds of the Arab Spring. But unlike Tunisia and Egypt, the military high command in Yemen split, and Saleh refused to step down except in a manner that had a legal stamp. So the crisis lasted for a year, during which 2,000 people were killed, many of them as a result of fighting between loyal and dissident troops.








The GCC mediators led by the Saudis, who coordinated their strategy with Washington, played the crucial role in resolving the crisis, which had enabled al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula [q.v.] to establish itself in three southern provinces. In other words, the Yemen imbroglio was unraveled within the U.S.-led camp.








SYRIA: 

Such a strategy could not be deployed in Syria because the U.S. lacked any leverage there, diplomatic or military. Alone among the Arab capitals, Damascus remained attached to Moscow. Having witnessed NATO’s duplicitous use of the UN Security Council resolution on a nofly zone, imposed to protect civilians, to intervene directly into the Libyan civil war, Russia and China vetoed a resolution on Syria at the Security Council in October 2011 and again in February 2012.








Thus, in Syria the Arab Spring got entangled into rivalry between the U.S.-led bloc and the Sino-Russian diplomatic alliance. Having lost the friendship of Libya under Gaddafi, Moscow was keen to retain its close diplomatic and military ties with Syria, where it has a naval base in Tartous.








Internally, the one-third of the Syrian population that was not Sunni Muslim [q.v.] was apprehensive of its future shorn of the protection offered to it by the secular Baath Socialist Party [q.v.]. Among Sunnis the influential business class, which had done well under the Baathist rule, was also reluctant to rock the boat.








As in Egypt, the Syrian opposition made use of social networking media to organize demonstrations and keep the outside world informed. Initially, the protestors’ demands were modest: release of political prisoners and an end to the 48-year-old state of emergency. But with the government reacting harshly, the opposition demanded Assad’s immediate resignation. Assured of the loyalty of the predominantly Alawi [q.v.] military high command, Assad resorted to using tanks and heavy weapons to regain control of the areas taken over by the armed opposition.








At the same time, Assad made concessions, starting with the lifting of emergency in April 2011, followed by the constitutional end to the Baath Party’s monopoly over power, and held elections first at the local level in December 

2011

 and then for the national parliament in May 2012.








Though periodically calling on Assad to step down, Western leaders from President Obama down were privately concerned about the influence the Syrian Muslim Brotherhood [q.v.] exerted even in the Western-backed Syrian National Council [q.v.], whose leadership was dominated by Westernized Syrian intellectuals settled in Europe—not to mention the Free Syrian Army, rife with Brotherhood militants. There was also the question of rebuilding a fractured Syria after the overthrow of the Assad regime. The experience of Iraq during and after the war in 2003 was salutary.








Another complicating factor was the irreconcilable division within the opposition. It was split three ways. At home it was represented by the National Coordination Committee for Democratic Change [q.v.]. Opposed to violence, it was prepared to negotiate with the regime. The Syrian National Council too was against violence, but it actively lobbied for an invasion of Syria by the Western powers along with Saudi Arabia and Qatar. By contrast the 10,000-strong Free Syrian Army, composed almost exclusively of militant Sunnis, was all out for an armed confrontation with the Assad regime. On their part, the Western powers and the Western-backed Syrian opposition refused to recognize that armed protestors and other militants were killing security forces.








Before the United Nations-bro-kered ceasefire between the government and its opponents came into force on 12 April 2012, more than 9,000 civilians and armed rebels and 2,600 security personnel had been killed.








It seemed the Assad regime had the backing of one-third of Syrians, most of them belonging to religious and ethnic minorities. Another third, consisting almost exclusively of Sunni Muslims, supported the insurrection. The rest, including many middle-class Sunni urbanites, the beneficiaries of the regime’s economic liberalization, did not like either camp but were apprehensive of the alternative.








With the ceasefire unraveling, and Sunni and Alawi villages resorting to violent attacks on one another, Syria slipped into a civil war in July. By now the initial civil movement for democracy in Syria had morphed into a struggle between regional and global powers—with Iran, Iraq, Russia, and China siding with the regime, and Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the Western nations opposing it.








The situation worsened in mid-July after the killing of the defense minister and his deputy during a meeting by a bomb triggered by remote control. In a concerted move, the rebels gained control of parts of Damascus and Aleppo. The International Committee of the Red Cross ruled that Syria was in the midst of a civil war. Backed by Russia and Iran, Assad reiterated his resolve to defeat the rebels. Due to lack of popular support in the city neighborhoods they had captured, the rebels were often unable to consolidate their gains. The government mounted periodic offensives to regain the lost territory. The stalemate at the UN Security Council continued. Annan decided to step down as the UN-Arab League envoy for Syria at the end of August and was replaced by Lakhdar Ibrahimi.








As the size and importance of the Syrian and foreign jihadists rose in the war, the Western powers and Turkey decided not to supply anti-aircraft missiles to the rebels who continued to be vulnerable to the regime’s air strikes. Western leaders feared that such weapons would end up with Islamist extremists and make Western aircraft vulnerable once Syria had gone off the boil. By early September, the conflict had claimed the lives of nearly 20,000 civilians and armed rebels and 8,000 members of the security forces. The ongoing battles in Aleppo, Damascus, and Homs [q.v.] raised the death toll steadily.








LEBANON: 

The intractable crisis in Syria made the Lebanese President Najib Mikati [q. v.] maintain strict neutrality in any comments he chose to make on the events in Lebanon’s most important neighbor. That was not the case with the leaders of the pro-Syria 8 March Alliance [q.v.] and the anti-Syria 14 March Alliance [q.v.]








JORDAN: 

Unlike Mikati, in August Jordanian King Abdullah II bin Hussein [q.v.] called on Assad to step down. He did so to placate the Islamic Action Front [q.v.], the political wing of the Muslim Brotherhood.








In early 2011, the Arab Spring in Jordan took the form of demonstrations by the IAF and leftists as well as the educated, unemployed people. The participants made economic and political demands, and complained about corruption. In response the monarch replaced his prime minister twice, first in February and then in October, with his choice falling on Awm Shawkat al-Khasawneh, a former judge of the International Court of Justice. Though he promised British-style parliamentary government in June, it was not until February 2012 that he spelled out the modalities: fair elections, a law guaranteeing the broadest representation, a parliament based on political parties, and governments drawn from that parliament. When al-Khasawneh, acting independently, reached out to the IAF as part of the promised political reform, he was replaced by a yes-man of the Palace, Fayez al-Tarawneh, in April 2012.








The pro-democracy opposition has been careful not to agitate against the king because that would open the fault lines between East Bank tribesmen and Jordanian citizens of the Palestinian origin, leading to a civil war. The bloodshed in Syria witnessed by Jordanians on their TV sets is another factor to keep the protest quiescent. Lastly, there is the unique element at work here: Jordanians fear that if their country disintegrated, outsiders would try to convert it into a Palestinian state.








Not surprisingly, Syria’s strategic location in the Middle East makes all parties apprehensive of the prospect of chaos that would follow Assad’s downfall.








Arab West: Arab West is the term applied to all the countries of Arab North Africa: Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, and Tunisia. It is separated from the Arab East [q.v.] by the Libyan Desert.








Arabia: 

see

 Arabian Peninsula.










Arabian Peninsula: Area, about 1.12 million sq. mi./2.91 million sq. km; population 67.16 million (2011 est.). Peninsula, southwest Asia; between the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba to the west, the Persian/Arabian Gulf [q.v.] and the Gulf of Oman to the east, and the Arabian Sea and the Gulf of Aden to the south. It is divided into Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. Surrounded on three sides by mountains, the treeless peninsular plateau slopes eastwards toward the Persian Gulf, a region rich in petroleum [q.v.].








Most of the inhabitants of the region are to be found on the coastal plains. They have maintained contact with the rest of Asia, stretching as far as the Philippines, and with the eastern coast of Africa. The history of these peoples goes back to antiquity, when Arabia was divided between the realms of Sheba and Maain. Besides those settled on the coast or in the interior oases, there are nomads and others who transport goods between the Indian subcontinent and the Mediterranean.








They came under the sway of the freshly proclaimed religion, Islam [q.v.], in the second and third decades of the seventh century. United by this monotheistic faith, the Arabian tribes soon conquered adjoining territories. But after the Caliphate was moved in 661 A.D. from Medina [q.v.], the burial place of Prophet Muhammad, the founder of Islam, to Damascus [q.v.], Arabia lost its primacy in the Islamic Empire. Later, in 1517, it became part of the Ottoman Empire, and remained so for four centuries. In the mid-18th century its central Najd region [q.v.] came under the influence of Wahhabism [q.v.]. One of its followers, Abdul Aziz bin Abdul Rahman al-Saud [q.v.], built up his kingdom, Saudi Arabia, in the wake of the collapse of the Ottoman Empire in World War I, which covered four-fifths of the Peninsula.










Arabic language: Arabic belongs to the family of Semitic languages [q.v.], its sisters being Hebrew [q.v.] and Aramaic, and is written from right to left. It has been a written language at least since the early fourth century A.D. It has a two-part word structure, the root consisting mostly of three consonants and providing the basic meaning; and the pattern, consisting of vowels, giving grammatical meaning to the word. Prefixes and suffixes serve the functions of the definite article, pronouns, and prepositions. For example jihad [q.v.] and mujahid (one who conducts jihad) have the common root, jhd. Since the Quran [q.v.] is written in Arabic, it is the religious language of all Muslims [q.v.]. It is also the language of Arabs [q.v.], irrespective of their religious affiliation. The language as written in the Quran is known as Classical Arabic, and links all the countries of the Arab world, from the Persian Gulf to the Atlantic. But the spoken language varies from region to region and there are five major groups of dialects: those found in Iraq, the Arabian Peninsula, Syria, Egypt, and North Africa.








Arabism: 

See

 pan-Arabism.










Arabs: Arabs, who claim descent from Ismail/Ishmael, son of the prophet Abraham by Hagar, appear frequently in the Bible [q.v.] as Ishmaelites. In the Old Testament [q.v.], the Second Book of Chronicles (17:11) alludes to “some Arabs” bringing 7,700 sheep and 7,700 goats as presents to King Jehosophat of Judah (r. ca 870 B.C. to ca 851 B.C.), the term describing nomadic people from the eastern bank of the Jordan River [q.v.]. An inscription of King Shalmaneser III of Assyria in the eighth century B.C. refers to “Gindibu the Aribi” as a member of the group of rebelling notables whom he had defeated. Later inscriptions in Assyria and Babylon are full of allusions to Aribi or Arab, a term used for nomads inhabiting the northern and central Arabian Peninsula [q.v.]. During the rise of the Greek and Roman civilizations the term came to include the inhabitants of the whole peninsula.








The word 

Arab

 is a derivative either of a Semitic root linked to nomadism, or of “abhar,” meaning to pass or move. Nomadic Arabs worshipped nature—rocks, water springs, trees— or idols, and this continued until the arrival of Islam [q.v.] in the midseventh century. The Arabs settled in the oases came under the influence of such pre-Islamic religions as Judaism [q.v.] and Zoroastrianism [q.v.]. Later Islam took hold in the world of Arabs, who became its leading proselytizers. In modern times an Arab means someone who speaks Arabic [q.v.]. In 2010 there were an estimated 360 million Arabs living in 22 member-states of the Arab League [q.v.].








al-Araby, Nabil (1935- ) (Also spelled el Arabi) 

Egyptian lawyer and diplomat, foreign minister 2011, and Arab League [q.v.] secretary-general, 2011-

Born into a middle-class household in Cairo [q.v.], Araby obtained a law degree from Cairo University in 1955. After working for a law firm for a decade, he pursued postgraduate studies in law at New York University and secured a doctorate in judicial science in 1971.








Two years later he joined the foreign ministry. He was the legal adviser to the Egyptian delegation to the UN Middle East peace conference from 1973 to 1975. For the next six years he served as director of the legal and treaties department of the ministry of foreign affairs. He was part of the Egyptian delegation at the Middle East peace talks at the U.S. presidential retreat of Camp David in 1978. For the next three years he was Egypt’s deputy permanent representative to the United Nations. He served as ambassador to India from 1982 to 1984 before returning to his previous post at the foreign ministry. In that capacity he led the Egyptian side in its dispute with Israel on the demarcation of the border at Taba. Egypt won the case in 1988.








Araby acted as an arbitrator at the International Chamber of Commerce International Court of Arbitration in Paris in a dispute concerning the Suez Canal from 1989 to 1992. From 1991 he was Egypt’s permanent representative to the UN for the next eight years. Then he served as a member of the International Court of Justice from 2001 to 2006. On his return home he was appointed director of Regional Cairo Center for International Commercial Arbitration.








During the pro-democracy demonstrations in Cairo in January-February 2011, Araby was a member of 30-strong group of high-profile Egyptians which, acting as a liaison between protestors and the authorities, insisted on the resignation of President Hosni Mubarak [q.v.].








After Mubarak’s ouster he criticized the absence of separation of powers in Egypt, lack of judicial independence, and the failure of the past regime to uphold Egypt’s interests in its dealings with Israel. Following his appointment as foreign minister in the first post-Mubarak government in March, he opened the Rafah border crossing with the Gaza Strip [q.v.], brokered reconciliation between Hamas [q.v.] and Fatah [q.v.] on the basis of power-sharing until fresh elections, and improved relations with Iran.








In July he replaced Amr Moussa [q.v.] as the secretary-general of the Arab League [q.v.]. He played an active role in highlighting the repression of the protestors in Syria by President Bashar Assad [q.v.]. But in February 2012 his efforts to have the UN Security Council adopt a resolution requiring transition of power in Syria failed.








Arafat, Yasser (1929–2004): 

Palestinian politician; chairman of Palestine Liberation Organization, 1969–2004; president of Palestinian Authority, 1994–2004

 Born Mahmoud Abdul Rahman Abdul Rauf Arafat al-Qudwa, nicknamed Yasser (lit. carefree), to a merchant father who was originally from Khan Yunis in the Gaza Strip [q.v.] but later ran a shop in Jerusalem [q.v.]. Arafat was born in Cairo [q.v.] during his father’s temporary residence there. Both he and his parents were in the Gaza Strip [q.v.] at the time of the 1948–49 Palestine War [q.v.]. He graduated as a civil engineer in 1955 from Cairo University, where he was chairman of the local Palestinian Students Union. The union was based in the Gaza Strip, then under Egyptian control. During the Suez War [q.v.] he worked as an engineer with the Egyptian army. He then took up a civil engineering job in Kuwait.








Along with Salah Khalaf [q.v.] and Khalil Wazir 

[q .v

.], fellow Palestinians from Gaza, he formed a clandestine group called Fatah [q.v.] in 1958. Five years later it was allowed to open an office in Algiers, capital of the revolutionary state of Algeria, to train commandos. This was in line with the Fatah strategy of employing popular revolutionary violence to liberate the Palestinian homeland. In 1964 in Baathist-run Damascus [q.v.], guided by Arafat, Fatah decided to launch guerrilla actions against Israel from Syria. The first operation was mounted on 1 January 1965. After the June 1967 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.] he met Egyptian President Gamal Abdul Nasser [q.v.], who pledged support but no funds.








In March 1968 Fatah commandos engaged Israelis in a battle in the Jordanian border town of Karameh, which increased the popularity of Fatah and Arafat, known as Abu Ammar. Four months later Fatah ended its boycott of the Palestine Na tional Council (PNC) [q.v.] of the Palestine Liberation Organization [q.v.]. Fatah delegates attended the fifth session of the PNC in Cairo in July 1968. With an estimated guerrilla force of 15,000, Fatah emerged as the PLO’s largest constituent. The PNC elected Arafat chairman of the PLO’s executive committee at its sixth session in early 1969.








Arafat, who had emerged as an arbiter between the leftist and rightist factions within Fatah, now extended his mediation skills to hold together a motley assortment of Palestinian groups—some Marxist-Leninist, some pan-Arabist, some funded by leading Arab states, and all possessing militias. He stuck to two basic positions: no single Arab regime should be allowed to co-opt the PLO; and all sociopolitical ideologies committed to the liberation of Palestine [q.v.] must be accommodated. After the expulsion of the PLO from Amman [q.v.] in the wake of Palestinian battles with Jordanian forces in 1970–71, the PLO headquarters moved to Beirut [q.v.]. Here the PLO, under his leadership and financed by private and governmental contributions, channeled through the Palestine National Fund [q.v.], began to set up “a state within a state.”








Following the Arab summit’s decision in late October 1974 to recognize the PLO as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, Arafat’s status rose. The next month he addressed the General Assembly of the United Nations (where the PLO had been accorded observer status) in the course of its debate on the Palestinian issue.








By now the PN C had adopted the idea of establishing a homeland on the West Bank [q.v.] and the Gaza Strip as a step toward the final goal of liberating all of Palestine. Pro-Soviet groups affiliated to the PLO played an important role in getting this line adopted by the PNC. Ever since Arafat’s visit to Moscow in July 1968, as part of an Egyptian delegation led by Nasser, the Soviet Union had taken a keen interest in Arafat and the PLO, and backed its guerrilla activities as a lawful expression of the Palestinian people’s right to self-defense in the face of continued military occupation by Israel. In the Lebanese Civil War [q.v.], which erupted in April 1975, Arafat and other Palestinian leaders sided with the leftist Lebanese National Movement [q.v.] to fight the right-wing Lebanese Forces [

q.v

.]. His vehement opposition to Egypt’s U.S.-inspired effort to reach unilateral peace with Israel in 1977–78 turned him politically leftwards.








At Fatah’s fourth congress in May 1980 it was decided to intensify the armed struggle against the Jewish state. Israel reciprocated by compelling Arafat to remove the PLO headquarters and troops from Beirut after besieging that city in August 1982 during its invasion of Lebanon [q.v.]. He moved the PLO administrative staff to Tunis and dispersed the Palestinian fighters to several Arab states.








Following a series of meetings with King Hussein of Jordan [q.v.], in February 1985 he agreed to joint Palestinian-Jordanian moves toward a peace settlement with Israel and the formation of a Palestine-Jordan confederation after the founding of an independent Palestine. But he failed to win the backing of the majority of PLO constituents. In April 1987 his agreement with King Hussein was annulled, and the unity of the PLO was restored. His flirtation with King Hussein and Egypt’s President Hosni Mubarak [q.v.] soured his relations with President Hafiz Assad [q.v.] of Syria, who wanted the PLO to coordinate its policies with him.








In November 1988 the PNC, meeting in Algiers, proclaimed the State of Palestine, with Arafat as its president, a status that was formally recognized by 91 of the 110 states that had accorded recognition to the PLO. His disavowal of terrorism against Israel, and his declaration that the State of Palestine, consisting of the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, and East Jerusalem [q.v.], would coexist peacefully with Israel, were endorsed by the PNC. The following month, addressing a special session of the UN General Assembly in Geneva, he repeated his earlier declarations. This led to open contacts between the PLO and the United States, albeit at a low level. But when he failed to condemn an unsuccessful Palestinian raid on an Israeli military target (which according to a PNC statement was still a legitimate activity), the U.S. suspended its talks with the PLO in June 1990.








This, and the rapidly increasing migration of Soviet Jews into Israel, led Arafat to ally himself with the radical leader of Iraq, President Saddam Hussein [q.v.]. He sided with the Iraqi leader during the crisis that followed Iraq’s invasion and occupation of Kuwait in August 1990. This alienated him from the rulers of the rich Gulf States and resulted in the stoppage of their subventions to the PLO. It also distanced him from the presidents of Egypt and Syria, who joined the anti-Iraq alliance to counter the Iraqi aggression. Following Iraq’s defeat in February 1991 he tried to regain his lost popularity, an uphill task. Deprived of the advice and friendship of his longtime comrades Khalil Wazir (assassinated in April 1988) and Salah Khalaf (assassinated in January 1991), he felt increasingly isolated.








During the preliminary talks leading up to a Middle East peace conference under the joint auspices of the United States and the Soviet Union in October 1991, he agreed to Israel’s demand that the Jordanian delegation should consist of an equal number of Jordanians and Palestinians acceptable to Israel.








When the bilateral negotiations that followed proved sterile, Arafat, through his well-trusted aides, set up a clandestine channel to conduct secret talks with Israel in Norway. The resulting accord was signed in the presence of Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin [q.v.] by Mahmoud Abbas [q.v.] and Shimon Peres [q.v.] in Washington on 13 September 1993, which became known as Oslo Accord I [

q.v

.]. It required Israel to vacate the Gaza Strip and the West Bank town of Jericho [q.v.] as a first step toward granting Palestinian autonomy in the Occupied Territories [q.v.].








In July 1994 Arafat moved to Gaza to administer the Gaza Strip and Jericho as president of the Palestinian Authority (PA) [q.v.]. He shared the 1994 Nobel Prize for Peace with Rabin and Peres.








In September 1995 he signed an autonomy agreement on the West Bank with Israel, which became known as Oslo Accord II [

q.v

.]. It divided the West Bank into A/B/C zones: A (3 percent of the territory, covering seven major cities, including Hebron), full PA civil control with external security under Israel; B, joint control (24 percent of the territory, covering 465 villages), where Israel had the power to intervene at its own discretion to maintain overall security; and the rest as C (73 percent of the territory), under full Israeli control.








But, with the assassination of Rabin two months later, followed by the defeat of Peres by hard-liner Benjamin Netanyahu [q.v.] in the prime ministerial contest in May 1996, the Oslo Accords began to unravel, especially after Netanyahu refused initially to meet Arafat. The reluctant signing of the Wye River Memorandum [

q.v

.] in October 1998, with Israel agreeing to hand over 1 percent of the West Bank to the A area and another 12 percent to the B area (maintaining full control over 60 percent of the West Bank), did little to reverse the trend.








The situation improved with the election of Ehud Barak [q.v.] as Israel’s prime minister in May 1999. But Arafat’s summit meeting with Barak, chaired by U.S. President Bill Clinton at the presidential retreat of Camp David in July 2000 to reach the final settlement between Israel and the Palestinians, failed primarily over the issue of the status of the Noble Sanctuary [q.v.] in Jerusalem’s Old City, with Barak insisting on Israeli sovereignty over the third-holiest shrine of Islam [q.v.]. Barak’s defeat by the hawkish Ariel Sharon [q.v.] in February 2001 against the background of the Second Intifada [q.v.] of the Palestinians, opened a grim chapter for Arafat, who would come to be shunned by the newly elected U. S. President George W. Bush.








As violence between the two sides escalated, Sharon systematically destroyed the Palestinian Authority’s administrative and economic infrastructure—an enterprise that got a further boost when in June 2002 Bush publicly called on the Palestinians to change their leadership. Bush’s subsequent statement that he envisioned an independent State of Palestine existing side by side with Israel in mutual security did little to raise Arafat’s stature.








In November 2004, he died of an undiagnosed disease in a hospital near Paris after falling seriously ill in Ramallah [q.v.], the de facto headquarters of the Palestinian Authority since 

2001

.








Arbil : 

see

 Irbil.








Arif, Abdul Rahman (1916–2007): 

Iraqi military leader; president, 1966–68 

Born into a middle-class family in Baghdad, Arif enrolled at the local military academy and became an officer. A nationalist and an opponent of the pro-Western stance of the monarchical regime, he joined the Free Officers group that overthrew the royalist regime in July 1958.








When his younger brother, Abdul Salam Arif [q.v.], clashed with Abdul Karim Qasim [q.v.], who headed the republican regime, Arif’s career came under a shadow. Abdul Salam’s fall ended Arif’s future prospects in the military. The situation changed abruptly in the wake of Baathist [q.v.] coup and the assassination of Qasim in February 1963 when Abdul Salam Arif assumed supreme power. Arif became the acting chief of staff.








Following the accidental death of Abdul Salam Arif in April 1966, Arif emerged as the presidential choice of the ruling Revolutionary Command Council. By continuing the overall policies of his dead sibling, he provided continuity. While maintaining friendly relations with Egypt under its radical president, Abdul Gamal Nasser [q.v.], he preserved Iraq’s independent stance. He continued his brother’s autocratic style of government, but lacked his charisma and astuteness.








Though he kept Iraq out of direct confrontation with Israel during the June 1967 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.], the negative impact of the Arab debacle rubbed off on his government. The opposition felt emboldened to demonstrate in the streets, demanding free elections. This paved the way for the disaffected Baathist officers, led by Ahmad Hassan Bakr [q.v.] and the military intelligence chief, Abdul Rahman Nayif, to overthrow Arif in July 1969. He was forced into exile in Turkey.








A decade later, when Saddam Hussein [q.v.] became president, Arif was allowed to return home. After Saddam Hussein’s overthrow in 2003, he moved to Amman [q.v.], where he died.










Arif, Abdul Salam (1920–66): 

Iraqi military and political leader; president, 1963–66

 Born into a middle-class family in Baghdad, Arif enrolled at the military academy and became an officer. His experience in the Palestine War (1948–49) [q.v.], in which the Iraqi troops performed poorly, turned him against the pro-Western regime of King Faisal II [q. 

v

.]. He played a leading role in organizing the Free Officers group that ended the monarchy in July 1958. During the coup he led the contingent that seized the capital.








In the subsequent republican regime he emerged as second only to Abdul Karim Qasim [q.v.], serving as deputy chief of staff, deputy premier, and interior minister. But he soon clashed with Qasim, who disagreed with his plan to lead Iraq into a union with the United Arab Republic [

q.v

.], consisting of Egypt and Syria. He lost all his jobs in September and found himself behind bars. Accused of conspiracy to kill Qasim and mount a coup, he was found guilty and given capital punishment. But his sentence was commuted by Qasim, who ordered his release in 1961. This time his conspiring, conducted in alliance with Baathist [q.v.] officers, culminated in the termination of Qasim’s regime in February 1963. He became president, but without much power. However, finding the Baathists at odds with one another, he got rid of them and assumed full authority in November.








An admirer of Egypt’s President Abdul Gamal Nasser [q.v.], Arif emulated his policy of enlarging the public sector by carrying out progressive nationalization. He embarked on a plan to unite Iraq and Egypt, starting with economic and military coordination and a joint presidential council. He tackled the long-running Kurdish [q.v.] problem and was on the verge of signing an accord with the Kurdish insurgents when he was killed in an air crash in April 1966.










Arlosoroff, Chaim (1899–1933): 

Israeli politician

 Born in Romny, Ukraine, Arlosaroff moved with his family to Germany in 1905. He obtained a doctorate in economics at Berlin University. At the age of 19 he joined HaPoale HaTzair [q.v.], and two years later started editing the party’s newspaper. At 24 he secured a seat on the executive council of the World Zionist Organization (WZO) [q.v.].








In 1924 he migrated to Palestine [q.v.] where he became secretary of HaPoale HaTzair within two years. Following the merger of HaPoel HaTzair and Ahdut HaAvodah [q.v.] to form Mapai [q.v.], he emerged as one of its main spokesmen. At the WZO’s congress in 1931, he won a seat on the executive committee of the Jewish Agency [q.v.], and became head of its political department, dealing with international affairs. He maintained good relations with the British Mandate and sought accommodation with the Arabs [q.v.] in Palestine.








Following Adolf Hitler’s ascent to power in Germany in January 1933, Arlosaroff helped German Jews to migrate to Palestine by striking a deal with the German government, which allowed Jews to depart with most of their property. This was denounced strongly by the right-wing Zionist Revisionists [q.v.] and their extremist faction in Palestine, Brit Habriyonim.








In June 1933 Arlosaroff was killed during a stroll along the Tel Aviv [q.v.] seashore. Three suspects, all members of Brit Habriyonim, were arrested and tried by a British Mandate court. Two were released for lack of evidence, but the third, Abraham Stavsky, was given a death sentence. He appealed and was acquitted due to insufficient evidence. Arlosoroff’s murder split the Yishuv [q.v.] into two hostile camps, with leftist Zionists blaming the Revisionists, and the latter blaming the Arabs for the killing. The controversy simmered on. In 1982 the Likud-led [q.v.] government of Israel instituted an inquiry. The report of the commission, published in June 1985, was inconclusive.








Armenian: 

an ancient Indo-European people, originating from the Lake Van region in eastern Turkey

 Armenians claim to be the descendants of Haik, a descendant of Noah, and call themselves Hayq (plural of Hay). In the sixth century B.C. they became part of the Persian Empire and were called Armina. Later, in 189 B.C., the Armenians established an independent kingdom, which fell to the Romans in 69 B.C.








Around 300 A.D. they became the first nation to adopt Christianity [q.v.], thanks to the efforts of St. Gregory the Illuminator, and since then religion has played an important role in their lives.








After a history rich in vicissitudes, interspersed with independent Armenian kingdoms, they became subjects of the Ottoman Empire in the 16th century. As a result of a continual struggle between the Tsarist, Persian, and Ottoman Empires, the Armenian-majority areas fell under different rulers. Between 1894 and 1915 Armenians suffered persecution and massacre under the Ottomans. In World War I, when the Ottoman Empire was arrayed against an alliance consisting of Tsarist Russia, its government considered the Armenians to be pro-Russian “fifth-columnists.” It decided to expel some 1.75 million Armenians from Turkey into Greater Syria [q.v.] and Palestine [q.v.]. Roughly a third managed to escape expulsion. Of the rest, an estimated 50 percent perished because of starvation or Turkish violence en route. Most of those who survived settled in North America, Western Europe, or the Trans-Caucasian region of the former Soviet Union, which included the Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic.








In the Middle East today, substantial Armenian communities exist in Lebanon and Iran. They belong either to the Armenian Orthodox Church [q.v.] or the Armenian Catholic Church [q.v.].








Armenian Catholic Church: 

part of the Roman Catholic Church

 [q.v.], 

but performing an Eastern rite

 The Armenian Catholic Church was established in 1742 by Abraham Artzivian, the Armenian Catholic Bishop of Aleppo [q.v.], after he was elected patriarch of Sis, the capital of Cilicia (now in Turkey).








Its liturgical language is Classical Armenian. Following the Ottoman persecution of Armenians during World War I, the Church was reorganized. In 1932 the head of the Church, called the Patriarch of the Catholic Armenians and Katholikos of Cilicia, moved the Church’s headquarters to the convent built in 1749 in the village of Bzoummar, 36 km/22 miles northeast of Beirut [q.v. ]. In 2008 there were about 12,000 adherents in the Beirut diocese, and 10,000 in the Isfahan [q.v.] diocese. The Church had 376,000 followers worldwide.








Armenian language: 

a member of the western branch of the Indo-European languages

 Though Armenian had become the dominant language in the Lake Van region of eastern Turkey by the seventh century B.C., it did not acquire an alphabet until the fourth century A.D.








Armenian Orthodox Church: Also called the Armenian Apostolic Church or the Armenian Apostolic (Orthodox) Church. The Armenian Orthodox Church split from the Eastern Orthodox Church [q.v.] in the fourh century and in 506 A.D. adopted the Monophysite doctrine: that is, the belief that Christ had a human and a divine nature, united in one person. Its liturgical language is Classical Armenian. Its worldwide adherents are estimated at eight million.








After transferring to different sites, the headquarters of the Church, called the Catholicos of all Armenians, was returned in 1441 to Echmiadzin in present-day Armenia. While Echmiadzin continued to be the site of the Catholicos of all Armenians, the Catholicos of Sis was moved to An-telias, Lebanon, in 1930.








The church’s estimated one million adherents are scattered throughout not only Lebanon, Syria, Kuwait, Iran, and Cyprus, but also North America.








Arvand Rud 

(Persian, Arvand River): See

 Shatt al-Arab.










Asbar, Ali Ahmad Said (1930- ): 

Syrian poet and essayist domiciled in Lebanon

 Born into an Alawi [q.v.] family in Qassabin, a village near Latakia [q.v.], Asbar obtained a philosophy degree from Damascus University in 1954, with special interest in Sufism [q.v.]. A staunch member of the Syrian Social Nationalist Party [q.v.], whose leader, Antun Saada [q.v.], named him Adonis, he received a year-long jail sentence for his subversive politics. In 1956 he escaped to Beirut [q.v.], where he combined further studies with journalism and literary writing, mainly poetry and literary criticism. He cofounded and coedited 

Shiar

 (Arabic: 

Poetry),

 a literary magazine, from 1956 to 1963.








Influenced by the classical Shia [q.v.] poets he had studied as part of his Alawi upbringing, he started out as a conventional poet, publishing two volumes of verses in the conventional Arabic ode 

(qasida)

 style. But by the late 1950s he had beg un to experiment with the prose poem 

(qasidat al-nathr

), infusing it with density and tension, metaphoric representation, and rhythms. His volume 

Mihyar of Damascene: His Songs

 (1961) broke fresh ground in its diction, syntax, and imagery. Instead of using traditional images he employed a complex set— including the Tammuzian symbols of Adonis and Baal, biblical figures and symbols, and such myths as that of the Phoenix—to portray revolutionary change in a mystical light. He broke with traditional diction and style and employed a totally new syntax that was authoritative yet original. Considering classical Arabic as too intellectual and cerebral for writing about modern urban life, he grappled with the roots of the words and explored their untapped potential through various rhythms, producing a language as robust as its classical counterpart. The complexity and creative exoticism of Asbar’s poetry, and its association with modernity, made it doubly attractive to a generation of young poets. He condemned the present servility and repression in the Arab world and lamented the past, scarred by foreign invasions and inertia. Alluding to the Phoenix, he put his hopes in the future.








His challenge to the traditions of language and poetry ran in tandem with his propensity for protest and defiance and his sociopolitical vision of liberation from the status quo. The humiliation and pain caused by the Arab defeat in the June 1967 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.] created a social environment that made both his political views and his poetry attractive. The resurgent hope and pride epitomized by the rise of the Palestinian resistance movement in the late 1960s tied up with his thesis: like Tammuz, the god of revival in the Babylonian religion, who is associated with Greek Adonis, the legendary Phoenix is reborn out of the ashes of the fire that consumes it. His response to the Arab defeat in 1967 came in the form of a long poem, 

This Is My Name

 (1970).








By the time he published 

Introduction to Arab Poetry

 (1971), marking the birth of post-modernist poetry in Arabic, the movement for radicalizing linguistic structures, coining new words, and experimenting with fresh metaphors had taken root. He had also established his own literary journal, 

Mawaqif

 (Arabic: 

Attitudes) 

(1968–78). In 

The Shock of Modernity 

(1978) and 

Manifesto of Modernity 

(1980) he summarized his literary views, stating that “there is no trace of memory in my poetry in the cultural sense, neither on the level of heritage nor on the personal level.”








When Lebanon plunged into a long, bloody civil war in 1975 [q.v.], he moved to Damascus [q.v.] where he became a visiting professor at Damascus University. In 1980, he departed for Paris, where he has kept up his writing and supplemented it with teaching. His views on Arabic have mellowed. In 1984 he stated that a rediscovery of “language is a rediscovery of Arabic’s modern potential connotative possibilities, forgotten meanings and latent metaphorical dimensions.” The only language in which he realized he could write was the terse, elevated language of classical Arabic poetry—disassembled, modulated, and revolutionized by him, yet possessing the aura of the old poetry and its rhetorical hold on readers and listeners.








In June 2011, amid the bloody repression of the Syrian protestors, he addressed an open letter to President Bashar Assad [q.v.], calling on him to step down. At the same time he condemned the use of violence either by the Syrian opposition or other Arab countries

.








He is the author of more than 20 books in Arabic. The ones translated into English include 

The Fixed and the Changing

 (1974), 

The Book of Siege 

(1982), 

Sufism and Surrealism

 (1995), and 

If Only the Sea Could Sleep

 (2002). He is the winner of the Bjorson Prize (2007) and the Goethe Prize (2011).








Ashkenazim: (Hebrew:

plural of Ashke-naz, derivative of Ashk'naz, meaning Germany):

 Literally, the term applies to all those from Germany; but in practice, from the ninth century onward, it increasingly meant German Jews [q.v.] and their descendants, including those who had left the German lands. They are different from the Jews originating in Spain and Portugal, called Sephardim [q.v.], in their pronunciation of Hebrew [q.v.], their prayer rituals, and their mother tongue, Yiddish [q.v.]. Until the late 15th century Ashkenazim and Sephardim were almost equal in number. But by the late 1920s, about 90 percent of the 16.5 million Jews worldwide were Ashkenazim, a term now applied to Jews of northern or central European origin. Following the Holocaust during World War II, which resulted in the death of six million Jews, the remaining 9.5 million Ashkenazim constituted 82 percent of the global Jewish population of 11.5 million. At the founding of Israel in 1948, Ashkenazim made up 80 percent of its Jewish population.








However, because of the large intake of the Jews from the Arab states and the higher birth rate among them, and Sephardim, the proportion of Ashkenazim in the Israeli Jewish population fell below 50 percent by the mid-1960s. Later, due to the large-scale influx of Soviet Jews, which started in 1990 on the eve of the Soviet Union’s disintegration and continued until 1994, the proportion of Ashkenazim rose sharply, and they became the majority. In 2009, however, at 2.8 million they were 50 percent of the total Jewish population of 5.58 million.








Since 2003 their chief rabbi has been Yona Metzger.










Ashura: (Arabic: 

Tenth, meaning 10th of Muharram): a fasting day for Muslims 

In Islam [q.v.] it is the day when Allah created Adam and Eve, paradise and hell, the pen, and life and death. Tradition has it that Prophet Muhammad fasted on this day.










Ashura: (Arabic: 

Tenth, meaning 10th of Muharram): an annual ritual of Shias 

Ashura is the final day of the dramatic events of 1–10 Muharram 61 A.H. [q.v.] (8–17 May 681 A.D.) in Islamic history. The narrative of this period is told annually by professional reciters in the mosques and meeting halls of Shias [q.v.], and is mounted as the second act of a passion play of Islam [q.v.], accompanied by frenzied grief and tears, wailing, and self-flagellation in public by the faithful on the final day.








The narrative runs as follows. After the death in April 680 A.D. of Muwaiya bin Abu Sufian—the Umayyad governor of Syria who had challenged Ali bin Abu Talib, a cousin and son-in-law of the Prophet Muhammad, for the caliphate—his son, Yazid, became the caliph. Hussein, the oldest surviving son of Ali, then living in Medina [q.v.], staked his claim to the caliphate on the ground that it belonged to the House of the Prophet, of which he was the most senior member, and that Yazid was a usurper. His stance won him swift and fervent messages of support from the Iraqi town of Kufa [q.v.], a stronghold of Ali’s partisans. This news reached Yazid who rushed a trusted aide, Ubaidullah bin Ziyad, to Kufa, who succeeded in neutralizing the anti-Yazid forces in the town.








By then the unsuspecting Hussein, accompanied by his family and 72 retainers, was well on his way to Kufa. On 1 Muharram 61 A.H. (8 May 681 A.D.), Hussein’s entourage was intercepted near Karbala [q.v.], some 30 mi./48 km from Kufa, by Yazid’s soldiers. For the next eight days their commander tried to obtain Hussein’s unconditional surrender. But Hussein, believing in his right to the caliphate, resolved to do battle and perish rather than surrender or retreat. He also reckoned that his martyrdom would revitalize the claim of the House of the Prophet to the caliphate. On the morning of 10 Muharram, Hussein led his small band of partisans to confront Yazid’s 4,000 heavily armed troops. His warriors fell one by one, and he was the last to die.








This heroic tragedy of a man of charisma and piety tells the faithful that the true believer should not shirk from challenging the established order if it has become unjust and oppressive, despite slender chances of overthrowing it.










Assad, Bashar (1965—): 

Syrian military and political leader; president, 2000-

Born into the Alawi [q.v.] household of Hafiz Assad [q.v.], in Damascus [q.v.], he did his baccalaureate in 1982. He graduated as a physician, specializing in ophthalmology, and began practicing as an ophthalmologist at a military hospital outside Damascus in 1988. Four years later he went to London to specialize in ophthalmology. In 1994 he returned home after the death of his elder brother Basil in a car accident.








As the head of the Syrian Computer Society, he initiated a computerization program. After passing the General Staff course in 1997, he was promoted to Lt. Colonel. He was put in charge of Syria’s relations with Lebanon. Following the death of his father, Hafiz, on 10 June 2000, he was promoted to lieutenant general, and named commander-in-chief. Once the constitutional age requirement for president was lowered from 40 to 34 he was elected president on 10 July 

2000

.








In foreign affairs, he maintained his father’s freshly initiated policy of mending fences with Iraq, which culminated in the reopening of the oil pipeline between the two neighbors in late 

2000, with 200,000 barrels of Iraqi oil flowing daily into Syria. He stuck to the earlier Syrian position that Israel had to withdraw from all of the Golan Heights [q.v.] in return for total peace and normalization of relations.








At home, when 99 leading intellectuals demanded an end to the 37-year-old martial law, his government announced that the emergency laws had been suspended. His freeing of 600 political prisoners still left 1,500 politicians incarcerated. His political liberalization led to the demand that the Baath Socialist Party’s [q.v.] monopoly over power, guaranteed by the constitution, be ended. This was unacceptable to the old guard in the party and the military and intelligence services. So he slowed down the pace of political reform.








In the wake of the 11 September 2001 attacks on the U.S. by al-Qaida [q.v.], Assad’s government offered intelligence to Washington, thus thawing Syria’s relations with the sole superpower. But since it continued to support Lebanon’s Hizbollah [q.v.] and allowed Hamas [q.v.] and other radical Palestinian parties to maintain their offices in Damascus, America retained Syria on its list of the countries that sponsor international terrorism. Assad maintained Syria’s long-standing alliance with Iran.








He opposed the Anglo-American invasion of Iraq in March 2003 [q.v.], and later allowed the exiled Iraqis to help conduct resistance against the Anglo-American occupation of Iraq. In September 2004 the UN Security Council passed Resolution 1559 by nine votes (the minimum needed) with six abstentions, requiring Syria to withdraw all its troops from Lebanon.








Assad’s relations with the U.S. soured after the assassination of Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri [q.v.] in February 2005, followed by the accusations of Syria’s involvement in the killing. Pressured by the Western powers and the UN, he withdrew the last of the Syrian troops in Lebanon on the eve of the Lebanese general election in May. In August 2006 he described the performance of the Hizbollah in its war with Israel as “successful resistance.”








He was reelected president in 2007 with 97 percent vote. In April 2008 he revealed that he had been discussing the future of the Golan Heights and a peace treaty with Israel for a year, with Turkey acting as a mediator. But following Israel’s war in Gaza [q.v.] in 2008–2009, Turkey gave up its role.








He improved relations with Russia as well as major countries in South America, particularly Brazil and Venezuela. He described the push for the Israeli-Palestinian peace by U.S. President Barack Obama (r. 2009-) as “weak.”








Following his meeting with Malcolm Hoenlein, executive vice chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, in December 2010, Assad approved the renovation of 11 synagogues across Syria.








The Arab Spring [q.v.] movement in 2011 started with the modest demands of the release of political prisoners and the lifting of the emergency laws dating back to 1963. Assad responded harshly. The killing of three protestors in the southern city of Deraa on 18 March opened a new chapter. However, a month later, he ended the emergency rule. But as the anti-regime resistance intensified in the Sunni-dominated cities of Hama [q.v.] and Homs [q.v.], with the calls for his removal from office, Assad resorted to brutal repression, using heavy weapons against civilian areas. This in turn led to the formation of the irregular Free Syrian Army [q.v.], composed of army defectors and armed civilians. Assured of the loyalty of the mainly Alawi top officers of the military and intelligence agencies, he tried to quell the unrest with increasing force while making half-hearted moves to reform the political system.








In January 2012, by a majority vote, the Arab League [q.v.] urged him to step down and hand over power to a deputy. He rejected the call. The next month he held a referendum on the reformed constitution, which abrogated the Baath Party’s monopoly on power. It won 89.4 percent support on voter turnout of 57 percent. At the end of the first year of the civilian resistance in mid-March 2012, over 7,500 civilians and nearly 2,100 security personnel had been killed.








Pressured by Russia, Assad accepted the six-point peace plan of Kofi Annan, the UN-Arab League envoy, to resolve the conflict in Syria, which called for a Syrian-led solution to the conflict. The brief ceasefire in April ended in late May when the Free Syrian Army mounted a countrywide offensive, which led Assad to reaffirm his resolve to crush the armed rebellion. With the rebels launching offensives in Damascus and Aleppo in mid-July, the pressure on Assad’s forces grew. But the backing for his regime by Russia and Iran remained intact, with Iraq adding its support. Assad calculated that the continuation of the civil war would lead to the Syrian and foreign jihadists rising to the fore in the rebel camp which would cool the ardor of the West and Turkey to fund and arm the insurgents. He was therefore disinclined to compromise.










Assad, Hafiz (1930–2000): 

Syrian military and political leader; president, 1971–2000

 Born Hafiz Wahhash in the family of a notable in Qurdaha, an Alawi [q.v.] village near Latakia [q.v.], Assad enrolled at the Homs [q.v.] military academy in 1951 and graduated as an air force pilot four years later. He underwent additional training in Egypt. Soon after the formation of the United Arab Republic [q.v.] in early 1958, he took a further flying course in the Soviet Union.








The dissolution of all Syrian parties, including the Baath Socialist Party [q.v.], of which Assad had been a longtime member, left him disgruntled. In early 1960, while serving in Egypt, he became one of the five founders of the clandestine Military Committee. After the secession of Syria from the UAR in September 1961 the Military Committee became active. It was the main force behind the Baathist coup in March 1963. Six months later Assad was elected to the regional (i.e., Syrian) high command of the Baath Party. His de facto status as commander of the air force was formalized in December 1964, when he was promoted to major-general.








In May 1965 he was elected to the national (i.e., all-Arab) high command of the party. In the growing discord between the moderate civilian and the radical military factions of the ruling party, Assad was firmly with the latter. His faction mounted a successful coup in February 1966, and he became defense minister. He then developed an Arab nationalist perspective, concentrating on winning a military contest with Israel, whereas his rival, Salah Jadid [q.v.], pursuing a socialist path, urged a revolutionary transformation of Syrian society. The high command of the Baath failed to resolve the conflict. Assad used his status as defense minister to consolidate his position in the military to challenge Jadid. This came in February 1969, and ended with Assad in the ascendancy in the party high command and the government.








Deferring to advice from Cairo and Moscow, he refrained from monopolizing power, and inter alia retained Nur al-Din Attasi [q.v.], a Jadid ally, as president. But because Jadid continued to dominate the party machine, the tussle between him and Assad was not fully resolved. The final clash came in November 1970 during the national congress of the Baath in Damascus [q.v.]. Assad gained full control, purging and arresting his adversaries. He assumed the additional offices of prime minister and secretary-general of the Baath, leaving the presidency to his nominee, Ahmad Khatib. Under his guidance the new party high command nominated a 173-strong People’s Assembly to draft a constitution.








In February 1971 the People’s Assembly ratified the party high command’s nomination of Assd as president, and this decision was confirmed in a referendum in March, winning 99.2 percent support. When in January 1973 the draft constitution described Syria as a “democratic, popular, socialist state,” an influential group of Muslim clerics attacked the document as “secular and atheistic,” and demanded insertion of an article proclaiming Islam [q.v.] as the state religion. Assad temporized by persuading the People’s Assembly to amend the constitution to specify that the president must be Muslim. But the clergy did not think this sufficient. To pacify them, Assad declared that the October 1973 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.] was a jihad [q.v.] against the enemies of Islam. In early 1974 he went on an umra [q.v.] to Mecca [q.v.], and this established him as a true believer. He was reelected president in 1978, 1985, and 1992.








Assad put Syria on a firm institutional path, with elections to the People’s Assembly held every four years. The Assembly was dominated by the Baath-led National Progressive Front [q.v.], formed in 1972, which included pan-Arabists [q.v.], Socialists, and Communists [q.v.]. The real power lay with the high command of the Baath, which was led by Assad. Complementing it was the intelligence network that permeated all important segments of society and government. The major opposition force, the Muslim Brotherhood [q.v.], remained outlawed.








Assad’s intervention in the Lebanese Civil War [

q.v

.] in mid- 1976 to bolster the Christian [q.v.] camp revived the Islamist forces, who started a campaign of assassination and terrorism. This graduated into near-insurrection in Aleppo [q.v.] and Hama [q.v.] in March 1980, and reached a peak with an assassination attempt on Assad in June. In response, he went all out to crush the Islamists, who retreated and consolidated their position. Their violent activities resumed and culminated in an insurrection in Hama in February 1982. Assad hit back with unprecedented force and regained control. Signs of fission within the ruling elite surfaced when Assad suffered a heart attack in November 1983. His younger brother, Rifaat, tried to seize power but failed.








He finally overcame this crisis, which threatened to turn into civil war, in March 1984, the month in which he successfully aborted the Lebanese-Israeli peace treaty [q.v.] that Lebanon, cajoled by the United States, had initialed in May 1983 in the aftermath of the Israeli invasion of Lebanon [q.v.] in June 1982. His involvement in the Lebanese civil strife was based on the doctrine that a special relationship existed between Lebanon and Syria, and that the defection of Lebanon to the U.S.-Israel camp would present extreme danger to Syrian security. He continued his Lebanese involvement until finally, in October 1990, the pro-Syrian side won.








His relations with Egypt fluctuated. Initially he strengthened his ties with Egypt, coordinating the war against Israel in October 1973. But he became disillusioned with Egyptian President Anwar Sadat [q.v.] when the latter began to pursue policies that were to culminate in Egypt’s bilateral peace treaty with Israel in 1979. Assad made Syria the centerpiece of the Steadfastness Front [q.v.], which included the Palestine Liberation Organization [q.v.], and opposed readmission of Egypt into the Arab League [

q.v

.], from which it had been expelled in 1979. He signed a Friendship Treaty with the Soviet Union in 1980.








Reflecting the divisions within the national (i.e., pan-Arab) command of the Baath Party, with Michel Aflaq [q.v.] operating from Baghdad [q.v.], he remained cool toward the Baathist regime in Iraq [q.v.], led first by Ahmad Hassan Bakr [q.v.] and then Saddam Hussein [q.v.]. There was a rapprochement with Iraq in 1978, but this proved transient. With Assad siding with Iran in the Iran-Iraq War (1980–88) [q.v.], relations between Syria and Iraq soured. Following Saddam Hussein’s invasion and occupation of Kuwait in August 1990, he tried to persuade the Iraqi leader to withdraw from Kuwait. When that failed he joined the anti-Iraq coalition led by the United States, and sent troops to assist Saudi Arabia’s defense.








On assuming power Assad committed himself to divest Israel of the territorial gains it made in the Arab countries in the June 1967 Arab-Israeli War [q.v.]. However, his forces failed to retake the Golan Heights [q.v.] during the October 1973 War. Following a disengagement agreement with Israel, he ensured that no guerrilla attacks were launched on Israel from Syria. Following Egypt’s defection from the Arab camp in 1979, he embarked upon a plan to achieve strategic parity with Israel, a costly proposition. At the same time he tried to maintain a unified camp among Israel’s Arab neighbors by thwarting any attempts at additional bilateral deals involving Israel. His success in Lebanon encouraged him to frustrate any such plans by Jordan’s King Hussein [

q.v

.].








Considering the Palestinians an important part of any alliance to deal with Israel, Assad wished to become a mentor of the PLO chairman, Yasser Arafat [q.v.]. But the latter’s resolve to maintain the PLO’s independence led to frosty relations between the two leaders. By inciting a revolt against Arafat’s leadership within Fatah [q.v.] in 1983, Assad managed to weaken his position.
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