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  Dedicated to the memory of my friend Spencer Swanger (1940–2010)—mountaineer, adventurer, husband, and father. Spence, we miss you. Just keep on climbing and we’ll see you on the other side of the mountain.
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  WARNING:




  Climbing is a sport where you may be seriously injured or die. Read this before you use this book.




  This guidebook is a compilation of unverified information gathered from many different climbers. The author cannot ensure the accuracy of any of the information in this book, including the topos and route descriptions, the difficulty ratings, and the protection ratings. These may be incorrect or misleading, as ratings of climbing difficulty and danger are always subjective and depend on the physical characteristics (for example, height), experience, technical ability, confidence, and physical fitness of the climber who supplied the rating. Additionally, climbers who achieve first ascents sometimes underrate the difficulty or danger of the climbing route. Therefore, be warned that you must exercise your own judgment on where a climbing route goes, its difficulty, and your ability to safely protect yourself from the risks of rock climbing. Examples of some of these risks are: falling due to technical difficulty or due to natural hazards such as holds breaking, falling rock, climbing equipment dropped by other climbers, hazards of weather and lightning, your own equipment failure, and failure or absence of fixed protection.




  You should not depend on any information gleaned from this book for your personal safety; your safety depends on your own good judgment, based on experience and a realistic assessment of your climbing ability. If you have any doubt as to your ability to safely climb a route described in this book, do not attempt it.




  The following are some ways to make your use of this book safer:




  1. Consultation: You should consult with other climbers about the difficulty and danger of a particular climb prior to attempting it. Most local climbers are glad to give advice on routes in their area; we suggest that you contact locals to confirm ratings and safety of particular routes and to obtain first-hand information about a route chosen from this book.




  2. Instruction: Most climbing areas have local climbing instructors and guides available. We recommend that you engage an instructor or guide to learn safety techniques and to become familiar with the routes and hazards of the areas described in this book. Even after you are proficient in climbing safely, occasional use of a guide is a safe way to raise your climbing standard and learn advanced techniques.




  3. Fixed Protection: Some of the routes in this book may use bolts and pitons that are permanently placed in the rock. Because of variances in the manner of placement, weathering, metal fatigue, the quality of the metal used, and many other factors, these fixed protection pieces should always be considered suspect and should always be backed up by equipment that you place yourself. Never depend on a single piece of fixed protection for your safety, because you never can tell whether it will hold weight. In some cases, fixed protection may have been removed or is now missing. However, climbers should not always add new pieces of protection unless existing protection is faulty. Existing protection can be tested by an experienced climber and its strength determined. Climbers are strongly encouraged not to add bolts and drilled pitons to a route. They need to climb the route in the style of the first ascent party (or better) or choose a route within their ability—a route to which they do not have to add additional fixed anchors.




  Be aware of the following specific potential hazards that could arise in using this book:




  1. Incorrect Descriptions of Routes: If you climb a route and you have a doubt as to where it goes, you should not continue unless you are sure that you can go that way safely. Route descriptions and topos in this book could be inaccurate or misleading.




  2. Incorrect Difficulty Rating: A route might be more difficult than the rating indicates. Do not be lulled into a false sense of security by the difficulty rating.




  3. Incorrect Protection Rating: If you climb a route and you are unable to arrange adequate protection from the risk of falling through the use of fixed pitons or bolts and by placing your own protection devices, do not assume that there is adequate protection available higher just because the route protection rating indicates the route does not have an X or an R rating. Every route is potentially an X (a fall may be deadly), due to the inherent hazards of climbing—including, for example, failure or absence of fixed protection, your own equipment’s failure, or improper use of climbing equipment.




  There are no warranties, whether expressed or implied, that this guidebook is accurate or that the information contained in it is reliable. There are no warranties of fitness for a particular purpose or that this guide is merchantable. Your use of this book indicates your assumption of the risk that it may contain errors and is an acknowledgment of your own sole responsibility for your climbing safety.
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  Introduction




  Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado’s largest parkland, dominates the northern Front Range. It’s a land of magical beauty—glacier-carved gorges, meandering rivers and rushing creeks, dense evergreen forests and sunny meadows, and herds of bighorn sheep, elk, and deer. But it’s the skyscraping mountains and sharp granite cliffs that define the park for climbers and lovers of high places.




  Lofty ragged peaks, sculpted by ancient glaciers, tower above the park’s valleys and line the twisting Continental Divide, the spine of North America. The park includes 113 named mountain peaks above 10,000 feet, seventy-six over 12,000 feet, and nineteen over 13,000 feet, as well as Longs Peak, the park’s high point at 14,259 feet above sea level.




  Rocky Mountain National Park offers some of the best alpine rock climbing adventures in the United States. Numerous classic multi-pitch climbs ascend the high peaks and cliffs at this vertical sanctuary, including the standard Keyhole Route and routes on the sheer face of the Diamond on Longs Peak; the Northeast Face of Spearhead, the park’s most beautiful mountain; the spired summit of the Petit Grepon; and the three vertical buttresses on Hallett Peak. Besides the alpine cliffs, the park’s lower elevations host friendly granite crags at Lumpy Ridge and MacGregor Slab. Outside the park are numerous other venues, including wonderful sport climbing at Jurassic Park and Combat Rock.




  Best Climbs Rocky Mountain National Park guides you to the area’s very best climbs and cliffs. After climbing these classic routes, consider buying the comprehensive area guides, two by Bernard Gillett, and two by Richard Rossiter. In those four books you’ll find lots of remote and untrammeled cliffs for other high-country trips. Some recommended venues not described here include Mount Meeker; Lower East Face and Chasm View on Longs Peak; Northwest Face of Chiefshead; Sharkstooth; Wham; more at Lumpy Ridge including Bookmark Pinnacle, The Bookmark, Left Book, and Bookend; and sport climbing at The Monastery.




  When you climb at Rocky Mountain National Park, you’re going to enjoy some of your best climbing days ever. You’ll find granite walls glowing rusty red at sunrise; towering peaks etched against a cobalt vault of sky; lofty belay stances overlooking glaciated cirques; and summits that end where the sky begins. Standing on a summit, coiling your rope, you’ll agree with Enos Mills, a climber and father of Rocky Mountain National Park, when he said, “Few experiences can put so much into one’s life as to climb a mountain summit, and from among the crags and snows and clouds look down upon the beautiful world below.”




  

    Rocky Mountain National Park boasts 113 named peaks over 10,000 feet, seventy-six topping 12,000 feet, nineteen over 13,000 feet, and one, Longs Peak, topping 14,000 feet. Longs Peak, Colorado’s fifteenth-highest mountain, is the park’s high point at 14,259 feet.
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  Getting Around




  Rocky Mountain National Park is easily accessed by major highways from Colorado’s northern Front Range cities, including Denver, Boulder, Longmont, Loveland, and Fort Collins. From Denver and Boulder, follow US 36 to Estes Park. Denver is 65 miles away.




  The park, open twenty-four hours a day year-round, has two entrances near Estes Park. The Beaver Meadows Entrance, west of Estes Park on US 36, leads to Moraine Park and Glacier Basin Campgrounds, the Bear Lake shuttle parking area, and the Glacier Gorge and Bear Lake trailheads. The Fall River Entrance enters the park northwest of Estes Park on US 34. It allows access to MacGregor Slab and Trail Ridge Road.




  A fee is required to enter the park, except to climb on Longs Peak and Lumpy Ridge. Seven-day passes, an unlimited Rocky Mountain National Park annual pass, and the National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Annual Pass can be purchased at the entrance stations.




  All of the trailheads for the various cliffs are reached by road. In summer, however, the parking lots at the Glacier Gorge and Bear Lake trailheads fill quickly. If they are posted “full,” park at the Park & Ride lot across from Glacier Basin Campground and take a free shuttle to both trailheads. Climbers shouldn’t usually have a problem with parking, though, because you need to be parked and hiking by daybreak to avoid afternoon storms.




  Climbing Seasons




  Rocky Mountain National Park’s weather conditions and temperatures vary dramatically. High elevations are cool and wet, while low elevations are drier and warmer. The best season for alpine climbs runs from June through August. May and September, depending on snow and weather conditions, can offer decent days on sunny cliffs. Expect cool days, with temperatures rarely above 70 degrees and dropping as low as 40 degrees, and regular afternoon thunderstorms. The storms, which quickly build over the mountains, can be severe with heavy rain, corn snow, and high winds. They’re also often accompanied by lightning, the park’s greatest climbing danger, and snow can fall on any summer day. Remember that the temperature at the Longs Peak summit is usually 30 degrees colder than in Estes Park. Bring a rain coat and extra clothes, and prepare for wet and cold conditions. Don’t be afraid to retreat before bad weather comes. An early start is essential for all alpine climbs.




  Lower-elevation crags—Lumpy Ridge, MacGregor Slab, Jurassic Park, and Combat Rock—are climbable all year, but the best weather is from April to October. The summer months are ideal, with mild daytime temperatures in the 70s and low 80s. The higher-elevation cliffs like Jurassic Park usually have cooler temperatures. Again, get an early start and be off the higher summits before the clockwork afternoon thunderstorms bring rain and lightning.




  Climbing Regulations and Etiquette




  Rocky Mountain National Park, administered by the National Park Service, has commonsense rules for minimizing the impact of climbers and hikers. These include not disturbing or damaging any natural feature, cultural resource, or park property; not removing plants, animals, rocks, fossils, or anything else; not picking, collecting, or damaging plants, including flowers; camping only in designated campgrounds; not building fires or gathering firewood; keeping vehicles on park roads and in designated parking areas; and not feeding, touching, or harassing wildlife. Dogs are not allowed in the backcountry, on trails, or at any cliff. They must be leashed in parking areas and campgrounds.




  Several park regulations specifically address rock climbing. The use of power drills is prohibited in the park. Any bolt must be hand-drilled, although the use of bolts and fixed protection should be minimized. It’s illegal to remove or clean vegetation from cracks or ledges and to disturb wildlife on the cliffs. Some cliffs might be seasonally closed for nesting raptors. Check the bulletin board at the Lumpy Ridge Trailhead parking area for Lumpy Ridge for closure updates. Littering is prohibited, so pick up after yourself, because your mother’s not here to do it for you. It’s not necessary to register to climb in the park, but it’s a good idea to let someone know your plans and when you expect to return after climbing.




  

    Longs Peak is on the Colorado state quarter, released in 2006. Then-governor Bill Owens picked the quarter design, saying it was a symbolic mountain image rather than a specific peak, thereby not offending those who wanted Pikes Peak on the quarter. It turns out, however, that quarter-designer Len Buckley based it on a photo of Longs Peak because he liked its rugged features.


  




  Climbers must obtain a permit to bivouac on or near their intended route. This permit system controls climber impact and keeps fragile ecological areas from overuse. Bivouac permits are obtained at the Wilderness Office, next to the Beaver Meadows Visitor Center, during business hours, seven days a week or by calling (970) 586-1242. Permits are issued year-round. Permits are issued if the site is more than 3.5 miles from the trailhead and the climb is more than four pitches long. Bivy rules include sleeping on rock or snow (not vegetation), being 200 feet from water and clear of rockfall, limiting your party to a maximum of four climbers, using only stoves, and not erecting tents, supported tarps, or shelters. Camping below tree line and fires are prohibited. Restricted sites, including Broadway, Chasm View, and Sky Pond, are heavily used areas that have environmental damage. Human waste is a serious problem at bivy sites. Bury your business beneath 4 to 6 inches of soil and heed the call of nature over 200 feet from water sources. You are strongly encouraged to carry and use a human waste disposal bag.
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