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Introduction


From weddings to birthday parties, playrooms to kitchens, chalkboards seem to be popping up anywhere and everywhere lately. As chalkboard paint has become widely available and inexpensive, its popularity has exploded and for good reason. It is easy to use and versatile. It can allow you to release your inner creative genius on almost any household object. If you’re like me and you have a child or a couple of children, you’ll find chalkboard paint provides an endless source of fun and entertainment for the kids.


This book is filled with chalkboard projects both big and small and will guide and hopefully inspire you to use chalkboard paint elsewhere around your home. Browse the tips and techniques chapter to find out how to achieve beautiful results when working with chalkboard paint. The tools of the trade section will list some of the essential tools you will need to get these projects done. Each project tutorial includes a detailed supply list and set of directions as well as additional decoration ideas, tips, and/or advice on how to take the project even further.


If you’ve never used chalkboard paint before, why not start with a quick and easy project, such as the paperweight, coasters, or napkin rings? These are sure to give you success and results you can be pleased with. Once you’ve mastered the basic techniques of using chalkboard paint, you can move on to bigger, more involved projects, such as the shadow box, table runner, or menu board. Or—and this is the really great part!—design a project of your own.


However you decide to use this book, I hope it sparks creativity in you so that you can make chalkboard projects for your home, your loved ones, and for yourself.


How to Use This Book


In this book, you will find seven chapters dedicated to chalkboard paint. The first chapter, Paint Like a Pro! Tips and Techniques for Working with Chalkboard Paint, gives you some tips and “dos and do nots” for using chalkboard paint as well as an overview of some of the supplies you will need for most of the projects. The remaining chapters, Around the Home, Crafts with Children, Celebratory Creations, Outdoor Undertakings, The Organized Chalkboard, and Holiday Fun, give directions on how to create more than fifty big or small projects and incorporate the goodness that is chalkboard paint into them. Some of the projects are quick and easy and will require just a little bit of chalkboard paint. Others are a bit more involved and will require a little bit of elbow grease and some power tools, but will leave you with stunning results. Let’s get started, shall we?







CHAPTER ONE

Paint Like a Pro! Tips and Techniques for Working with Chalkboard Paint


Painting with chalkboard paint is easy; even children can do it (with proper supervision, of course). All you need are a few tips and techniques, the right tools of the trade, and a dollop of inspiration. Since chalkboard paint can be used on almost any smooth surface, the possibilities are almost endless! Be creative and use your imagination in these projects to transform those ordinary objects in your home. Also, use this book as a guide to creating your own chalkboard projects. Pick and choose what you like from this book, put your own spin on the projects, and most importantly, have fun!

General Tips and Techniques

Chalkboard paint can be used on almost any surface: wood, metal, glass, ceramic, clay, fabric, porcelain, plaster, cardboard, terra cotta, canvas, papier-mâché, and plastic. Always begin with a clean, dry surface. A vacuum and tack cloths remove almost all dust and debris from a surface. If you’ve never used chalkboard paint before, here are some general guidelines. Note that for best results, you should always follow the directions found on the label of your chalkboard paint. In addition, follow these guidelines:


	Smooth, flat surfaces provide the best places to apply chalkboard paint. Do not apply chalkboard paint to bumpy or rough surfaces.

	If painting on wood, make sure the surface is smooth before painting. Sand the surface beginning with a coarser-grit sandpaper, such as 120 grit, working your way up to 220-grit sandpaper if necessary.

	Priming plastics, metals, and bare wood before using chalkboard paint will decrease the likelihood of the paint chipping, flaking, or scratching off.

	If you’re using primer, use the correct kind for your surface. (For example, use primer intended for metal for metal surfaces and plastic primer for plastic surfaces.)

	If using multisurface chalkboard paint on fabrics, always prewash the fabric with soap and water. Allow it to dry thoroughly before applying the paint. Testing a small section of the fabric before initial use is always a good idea. Chalkboard paint will not adhere to all fabrics, so read the instructions on the label before proceeding.

	Painter’s tape will give you crisp, clean edges and help prevent any paint from leaking onto surfaces that you wish to remain paint free. Always remember to firmly press the tape down before painting. I find that FrogTape works best for any paint project.

	Should any paint accidently leak under your painter’s tape, scrape it off the surface with a razor blade.

	All chalkboard paints are not created equal, especially when it comes to drying times. Be sure to read the manufacturer’s instructions on the labels of your chalkboard paint to learn about waiting time in between coats of paint as well as how long it will take the paint to cure before you can season it. Some chalkboard paint will require the surface to cure for 24 hours before initial use.

	Always season a chalkboard surface before writing on it for the first time. To season a chalkboard, rub a piece of white chalk over the entire surface and then erase it. Do not use a chalk marker or colored chalk to season a chalkboard surface.

	If you want your writing to last a bit longer and not rub off so easily, use a chalk marker instead of a regular piece of chalk. To remove chalk marker from a chalkboard surface, use a damp paper towel or rag.

	When creating chalkboard-paint projects for children, make sure they don’t contain anything harmful to babies or toddlers if they put them in their mouths. Most chalkboard paint is nontoxic, but it is better to be safe than sorry!



Don’t limit yourself to the basic black or green chalkboard colors. There are many colors of chalkboard paint available in craft and home improvement stores. You can also have chalkboard paint tinted to almost any color, making it useable in any color scheme in your home. So go wild!

There are many resources in books and on the Internet for making your own chalkboard paint. This isn’t discussed in this book, but you might want to research and try it for yourself!

Tips on Using Brush-On Chalkboard Paint

There are two basic ways to apply chalkboard paint to a surface: brushing and spraying. Here are some tips about brush-on paint:


	Follow all instructions found on the label before beginning any paint project.

	Before using brush-on chalkboard paint, stir the paint well with a paint stick. To prevent any bubbles, avoid shaking the paint or stirring too vigorously.

	Foam paintbrushes (or foam rollers for large surfaces) work well for most projects, allowing for easy application and providing a smooth-finished product.

	When using brush-on chalkboard paint, two or three thin coats are better than one or two thick ones.

	When applying chalkboard paint with a paintbrush, keep a wet edge to prevent lap marks and raised edges, which might show once you have seasoned your chalkboard surface and start writing on it.



Tips on Using Chalkboard Spray Paint

Follow all instructions found on the label before beginning any paint project. In addition:


	Protect any and all surfaces from overspray and always spray in a well-ventilated area. Don’t forget those masks and safety glasses to protect your nose, mouth, and eyes!

	Shake the can well for 1–2 minutes before each application.

	When using chalkboard spray paint, two or three thin coats are better than one or two thick ones.

	When using chalkboard spray paint, for best results use smooth strokes and keep the paint can 8–10" away from the surface you are spraying.

	Chalkboard spray paint is not yet low VOC (which stands for Volatile Organic Compound)—that is, it emits gases that can injure your health if breathed in large enough quantities. To prevent any toxic fumes from entering your home, leave the piece you have painted outside or in the garage for 24 hours. This is especially important when creating chalkboard projects for children.



Tips on Using Porcelain Chalkboard Paint

There’s a special version of chalkboard paint made especially for use on porcelain; we’ll work with it in some of the projects in this book. Here are some suggestions for its use:


	Follow all instructions found on the label before beginning any paint project.

	Porcelain chalkboard paint requires an oven to cure the paint, which will enable you to put the finished project in the microwave and dishwasher. The majority of porcelain paint brands require you to bake most small projects for 30 minutes at 32°F. Be sure to read and follow the directions provided by the manufacturer.

	Porcelain chalkboard paint is best applied with a natural-bristle paintbrush.



Tools of the Trade

The majority of the supplies and tools you will need to use in this book are standard and easy to use. You don’t need any special skills to use chalkboard paint—just a little time, patience, and creativity! Here is a list of a few of the basic tools and craft supplies you will need. More detailed lists can be found at the beginning of each project.


	Chalkboard paint, in the form of brush-on paint, spray paint, or porcelain paint

	Spray paint primer as well as various colors of spray paint

	Something to protect your work surface, such as a drop cloth, newspaper, or cardboard

	Wood found at craft and home improvement stores

	Foam paintbrushes or rollers in various sizes

	A pair of scissors, a ruler, a hammer, a saw, a drill, clamps, wire cutters, a razor blade, and needle-nose pliers

	Sandpaper of varying grits and tack cloths

	Glue (both wood glue and hot glue)

	Washi tape, twine, thin-gauge wire, baker’s twine, and glitter

	Oven-bake clay, a crafting rolling pin, and cookie cutters

	Chalk and chalk markers and an eraser

	Battery-operated LED tea lights



Tips For Building Projects

A few words about the projects before we get started:

If you don’t have some of the tools listed for a project, don’t worry. Most of the projects can be created with smaller power tools or hand tools. This is a great opportunity to get your hands dirty.


	For the projects requiring wood, I used pine most frequently because it is inexpensive and easy to find in various lengths, widths, and thicknesses. Feel free to substitute the wood of your choice.

	A combination square is a very useful tool to have on hand for the building projects in this book, helping you keep everything straight and square. It is also the perfect tool to use for layout marks, keeping your work more uniform.

	A larger 12" compound miter saw/sliding compound miter saw and circular saw/trim saw can replace a table saw in most of these projects.

	Scour local building supply or craft stores to find boards that are already the size you want or close to it. You may have to change the dimensions of the project slightly to accommodate your materials, however, but that’s part of the fun, isn’t it? Make the projects your own.

	None of the projects in this book need to support a lot of weight (with the exception of the stool), so wood glue alone, held in place with clamps until it dries, will work for most of the projects. However, reinforcing the glued joints with brad nails or pin nails gives each piece some additional strength. Use your discretion, and remember: safety first.

	A jigsaw fitted with a scroll saw blade can replace a scroll saw.

	The notches for the art caddy and seed box can be cut using a fine-tooth handsaw.

	Always wipe off excess glue before it dries.

	Square butt joints are used for the building projects in this book. Although these joints are not the strongest woodworking joints to use, they are simple to make and will work just fine on these smaller projects.

	Make sure to read and follow the manufacturer’s directions that come with any power and hand tools. Safety glasses are a must for the building projects and wearing a dust mask will certainly keep your lungs happy. Always work safely.



Additional Inspiration

Here are some additional ideas for chalkboard projects not included in this book. They may help you to find other surfaces around the home you can paint with chalkboard paint:


	Piggy bank

	Toy box

	Gallery wall

	Kitchen backsplash

	Cupboards

	Wall border

	Headboard

	Staircase treads

	Desk

	Placemats

	Magnets

	Thermos

	Picture frames

	Gift boxes



Whatever crafts and projects from this book you decide to create and make over for your home or for others, I hope you enjoy the process of chalkboard-paint crafting. There is something very special and rewarding about using an object you made with your own hands, especially when you share it with those who mean the most to you.





CHAPTER TWO

Around the Home


Look around you. How many places in your home can you find that would be enhanced with a chalkboard? Now go through the projects in this chapter. You can put the coasters, globe, and coffee-table spheres on your coffee table, bookshelves, or mantel. The mug and menu board will fit seamlessly into your kitchen. The vase filler and succulent terrarium will spruce up any dining or end table in any room. Don’t have a place to put your books and magazines? No worries! Make yourself a chalkboard bookcase. These projects will make any room in your home a fun and enjoyable space.
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