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Chapter 1 [image: ] Old vs. New


I felt like a zombie stumbling onto the school bus when my tablet buzzed. My best friends, Ruby and Hannah, were texting. We’d all gone to Hamilton Elementary together until a pipe had exploded and flooded the bottom floor. As a result, all the students got sent to different schools. My besties went to Sunrise Hill, and I was assigned to Fenton Street School.

Once I was settled in a seat, I read Ruby’s text.



Ruby: We miss you! When can we get together?
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I paused before answering. Honestly, I didn’t know. I’d been so busy with the Mini Cupcake Club, and my mom also needed help with my little brothers, Jamie and Kyle.

That morning, my grandmother’s flower shop was weighing on my mind. All night, I’d tossed and turned. Sweet Buttercup, my grandmother’s shop, existed as far back as my memory could see. I said my first word and took my first steps in Grammy’s shop.
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I never imagined Sweet Buttercup closing—ever! Even after two years of the lowest sales in its history. Even after a major supermarket moved to the same block as Grammy’s shop. The problem became clear when Mom went to the supermarket’s grand opening and saw the oh-so-welcoming flower section. It was packed with shoppers, even some of Grammy’s best customers. This was going to be bad for Sweet Buttercup if something wasn’t done.

My tablet buzzed again.



Hannah: Alana? You there?
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Alana: Yeah, we’ll hang soon, I promise!








[image: Image]



[image: Image]





Chapter 2 [image: ] Idea Tornado


Later I was at the lunch table with the members of the Mini Cupcake Club. Emily, Natalie, Ren, and I had become fast friends during my first couple weeks at Fenton. Then we’d entered the schoolwide baking competition and won the Best Overall Cupcakes prize. That’s when I became the club manager. I keep track of our supplies and orders, making sure everything is on schedule. After that, this kid Ethan from another team joined our cupcake group, and we’ve been making our school a sweeter place ever since.

Emily’s stepsister, Katie, was the one who started the original Cupcake Club at Park Street Middle School, and since we make miniature cupcakes, we decided to name ourselves the Mini Cupcake Club.
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A tornado of cupcake ideas was swirling around the table as I nibbled my sandwich.

“Perfect time to break out hot dog mini cupcakes!” Ethan suggested. “We mix sausage bits into the batter for a salty surprise!”

Ethan certainly thought of the most, uh, “creative” flavors. It got quiet after that. Then everyone broke into giggles and looked at me.

“Alana, aren’t you going to say my idea sounds gross?” asked Ethan.
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I wanted to smile, but I sighed. Quietly, I explained what was happening to Sweet Buttercup. Everyone became outraged.

Natalie brought her closed fist down on the table. “Nobody puts Grammy Parker out of business!”

We started brainstorming solutions. Natalie’s green eyes lit up, and she started frantically sketching in her notepad.

Minutes later, she looked up. “I present to you… the cupcake garden!”

She held up a sketch of the inside of Sweet Buttercup, transformed into a cupcake wonderland, with colorful cupcakes and flowers sharing the tables. It would be the perfect fundraiser for Grammy’s shop!

“Ooooh,” cooed Ren appreciatively.
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