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  INTRODUCTION




  What a marvelous place this is! Colorado Springs and the Pikes Peak region not only offer stunning scenery, a fantastic climate, an abundance of things to see and do, but it’s a great place to live as well as visit. For a city of its size, it has remarkable resources for outdoor recreation, a broad range of great dining, plenty of lodging in all price ranges, abundant nightlife, a real love of the arts, an eclectic mix of shopping opportunities, and enough attractions to keep visitors coming back year after year. Sure, there are a few tourist traps—but they’re mostly fun. What you’ll find really appealing here is its authenticity—rare geological features and a great outdoors you can’t beat. Its history is short (compared to many cities) but well preserved.




  Colorado Springs was named one of the 2011 Dozen Distinctive Destinations by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Its walkable historic areas, natural attractions and ample recreational opportunities helped it win this distinction.




  It’s a family-friendly city, with tons of stuff to do with kids. There are more parks than you can count, and more hiking trails than you could master in years of wandering. Open space has been planned into the rapidly growing metropolitan area, so there’s always a place to run with your dog or take off on your bike.




  Maybe you are visiting for the first time, or the 10th time. Maybe you’re moving here—being stationed at one of the local military installations or coming to school here. Maybe you’re retiring here—and boy, are you in luck there! It has endless resources for senior citizens. But no matter why you’re reading this guide, we hope it will help you enjoy your stay or new home in a way you might not have without this information. We hope it gives you insight into this region’s culture, idiosyncrasies, and uniqueness.




  The beauty of this book is that we were able to tell you about the little secrets that might make your visit better or more interesting: a great little restaurant, a unique B&B, a fun store for shopping, or an unusual haunt for night owls. We warn you about the vagaries of high-altitude living and possible encounters with wildlife, and we tell you about some of the colorful characters who helped shape our city.




  Best of all, we got to be honest. Restaurants, hotels, and such were all chosen for their worthiness. We looked for businesses or organizations with good track records—most of which we have experienced personally. We’ve dined at the restaurants, hiked the trails, or attended events at the local venues. Or we know someone trustworthy who did! OK, we have personal preferences, but those are borne of experience. Now go have your own experiences and don’t be afraid to jot down the information in the margins, if need be. This is your book—use it well.
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  HOW TO USE THIS BOOK




  




  Welcome to Colorado Springs and the Pikes Peak region. This book will help you navigate your way around, decide where to go, what to do, where to stay, and where to dine. Whether you’re a first-time visitor or a frequent one, whether you are on vacation or looking at relocation, this book should help you understand the communities and the region better. That’s because, as insiders, we are allowed to have opinions. We can direct you to the places we’d send our own family and friends who visit. We don’t owe allegiance to anyone but our readers. You’ll notice there’s no advertising in this book. The authors drew from their cumulative years of experience in the community to come up with suggestions we feel comfortable recommending. We made every effort to include fun shops, great attractions, and interesting diversions of all kinds (sports, recreation, hiking, scenic drives). If nothing else, this book will get you started.




  A good place to start, when planning your trip, is the Getting Here, Getting Around chapter. Then, if you have time during your journey here, read the History chapter for background on this colorful, fascinating city. You might want to consult the Accommodations chapter to pick a place to stay. Then, once you’re here, figure out what dining establishments are near your lodgings or activities from the Restaurants chapter. We’ve included price ranges, so you know about how much you’ll pay for lodging and dining. In the Restaurants chapter, we’ve also focused on locally owned restaurants—you can eat at the chains in any town. That’s not quite as easy with lodgings, but we have included a number of local hotels, motels, and bedand-breakfast inns. And we’ve categorized them geographically, to help you plan your stay.




  Then, of course, you need to decide how to best spend your time here. The Attractions chapter is a good place to start. The Pikes Peak region has so many, you’ll never do them all in one (or two, or three . . .) trips. So we’ve broken it into manageable pieces—where to find more history, where to get some thrills, how to explore the local geography, and so on. We’ve even included some scenic drives you can do in a day from here. Need to shop? We’ll tell you where to find unique, local stores in the Shopping chapter. In the Parks and Sports & Recreation chapters, we outline the extensive choices you have among local and regional parks and the almost unlimited options for exploring recreational opportunities from mountain biking to rock climbing. After a day of hiking, gallery-gazing, whitewater rafting, or museum-hopping, you might be looking for some evening entertainment. That’s where the Nightlife and The Arts chapters might come in handy.




  Traveling with children? Check out the Kidstuff chapter for fun, mostly affordable, and often unique explorations and adventures for the younger crowd. Want to explore more of Colorado using this as your base camp? It’s a good idea, and you’ll find lots of options in the Day Trips & Getaways chapter. Maybe you want to plan your visit around a special event (a writer’s conference, film festival, or holiday activities), so go to the Annual Events & Festivals chapter for that.




  Along the journey through this guide, you’ll find some insider’s tips (dealing with the high, dry climate, for example) and we’ve profiled some fascinating local people and institutions. We’ll tell you everything from how to get a local driver’s license to where to find a good, locally brewed beer or cup of coffee.




  You’ll also find listings accompanied by the ✵ symbol—these are our top picks for attractions, restaurants, accommodations, and everything in between that you shouldn’t miss while you’re in the area. You want the best this region has to offer? Go with our Insiders’ Choice.




  Moving to the Colorado Springs area or already live here? Be sure to check out the blue-tabbed pages at the back of the book, where you will find the Living Here appendix that offers sections on relocation, child care, education, health care, retirement, and media.




  Understand that this book is just a start. There are so many more places to stay and eat, so many more things to see and do—the list is too long to include them all in one guidebook. We encourage you to expand on our suggestions, because that’s just what they are: suggestions. We tried to make them good suggestions, though! Also understand that due to the vagaries of the economy, and life in general, restaurants and stores and such do come and go. We tried to choose those with good reputations and an established track record, but even a business that has been around for 25 years can close overnight.




  In all, we hope this book offers a well-rounded roundup of what Colorado Springs and the Pikes Peak region have to offer. We’ve included a few maps to get you oriented, but take time to just drive the city and explore on your own. Colorado Springs is a city that is constantly changing and growing. Who knows? You might discover something we missed!
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  AREA OVERVIEW




  




  “O beautiful, for spacious skies,




  For amber waves of grain,




  For purple mountain majesties




  Above the fruited plain . . .”




  Welcome to Colorado Springs, the second-largest city in Colorado and the inspiration for one of the most beloved songs in America. Katharine Lee Bates, a visiting professor at Colorado College in 1893, wrote these words that later became the song “America the Beautiful.” Though the poem (and song) address the beauty and spirit of the nation as a whole, it was written after she took in the vast views of Colorado, as seen from the summit of Pikes Peak.




  In its inception, the city was situated on a barren prairie at the base of Pikes Peak, bisected by a creek that flowed from the north to the south and another that came in from the west and joined it. But the city’s founder, Gen. William J. Palmer, soon saw to it that trees were planted and neat plats laid out for homes, with broad streets bearing regional names like Wahsatch or Cache la Poudre. Trees grew, houses were built, and a downtown began to emerge with hotels, theaters, and public buildings. A city was born.




  What drew many people to Colorado Springs initially was not only the natural beauty, but the climate—it was healthful and it felt good. Those things still draw new residents, as well as visitors, every year. It wasn’t a gold camp or a Wild West town, despite the fact that it was ringed by ranches, farms, and mining towns, but instead it was an oasis of refinement and culture in a sea of roughness.




  Many military men and women have been stationed here over the years, and many decided to make this their home when they retired. The city also has had a long history of clean industry, particularly micro-technology, bringing workers from other states here. A number of sports organizations and Christian ministries have their corporate headquarters here, too. It’s an outdoorsy kind of town, with lots of natural diversions. It has good schools and a clean environment and a low crime rate, which makes it a great place to raise a family. So it has many ways to appeal to many groups of people, and they merge here, at the base of America’s mountain, to pursue the quality of life we all want.




  ENVIRONMENT




  It’s high. It’s dry. And it takes a bit of getting used to. But folks once came here to cure tuberculosis, so the climate must be good for you!




  Colorado Springs lies at the foot of 14,110-foot Pikes Peak. The city’s average altitude is just over 6,000 feet. That’s almost 1,000 feet higher than the “Mile High City” of Denver. And at this elevation, you only have about three-fourths of the oxygen you get at sea level. Don’t be embarrassed if you get winded climbing just a few steps.




  So take some time to acclimate. Don’t go running a marathon your first day in town. Don’t go up Pikes Peak (which has only half the oxygen you get at sea level). Take it easy. Hit some museums or, if you must, take a gentle walk in Garden of the Gods. After your body adjusts to the altitude, in a couple of days, then head up the peak or get on a bike. It’s also extremely dry here—pack some lip protection and drink way more water than you think you need!




  i The TV weather guy or gal talks about virga. What’s virga? Well, if you’re looking off in the distance and see rain clouds, and rain coming out of the clouds, then disappearing before it hits the ground, that’s virga. The climate is so dry, a light shower may evaporate on its way to the ground.




  As Ms. Bates mentioned in her “America, the Beautiful,” the region goes from high plains on the east to high peaks on the west. The city of Colorado Springs lies in a shallow valley that runs north and south along the Front Range. Elevations can vary widely from one part of town to another, as can the terrain. And there are many micro climates, as well. You can live a mile from someone who gets a foot of snow during a storm and not have any significant precipitation at your house. Some neighborhoods are flat as a pancake; others are so hilly, people need four-wheel-drive to get home during a snowstorm. Snow really isn’t a deterrent for those who have lived here a while, but newcomers (especially from places that don’t get it) may be spooked a bit. Don’t worry. Usually, the sun comes out after a snowstorm and melts everything off in a day or two. Yes, really.




  In summer, we may experience afternoon showers on many days—just enough to cool things off for the evening. Do be aware that the Pikes Peak region gets an extraordinary number of lightning strikes, so if a storm does blow up, get to shelter. More than one golfer has rued the day he didn’t pay attention to the storm clouds.




  JUST THE FACTS




  Time Zone




  Colorado Springs—and all of Colorado, actually—is in the Mountain Time Zone. That’s an hour ahead of the West Coast and two hours behind the East Coast. We observe Daylight Savings Time, turning the clocks back one hour in the fall and one hour ahead in the spring, in accordance with most of the rest of the country.




  The Economy




  Like the rest of the nation, Colorado Springs and the Pikes Peak region have suffered during the recent recession. Jobless rates were high and foreclosures abundant, but we fared better than many other places. The cost of living is moderate here, and you can still buy a really nice house for less than $300,000. One reason the economy is more stable here is due to the military influence—its presence is a fairly constant one and seems to be always growing.




  

    

      Keep in Mind . . .




      Here are some things to be aware of when visiting the Pikes Peak region:




      

        • Altitude sickness: Most people adjust just fine, but keep an eye on anyone with breathing or heart problems, young children, elderly people, and women who are pregnant or menstruating. Be aware of the signs of altitude sickness (more likely when you go higher than the city). Altitude sickness affects about 25 percent of visitors to Colorado to some degree. About 500 cases a year are treated on the top of Pikes Peak.

      




      

        Many cases are mild; some are serious. Symptoms include deep fatigue, headache, nausea, dizziness, and shortness of breath. If symptoms are severe, or the person loses consciousness, get emergency medical aid right away. The cure? Getting them back down to a lower altitude as quickly as possible usually does the trick. More serious cases may need medical attention.

      




      

        • Dehydration: Drink lots of water to avoid dehydration in this semi-arid climate. Avoid alcoholic beverages the first few days here; they’ll only dehydrate you further. So does caffeine, so take it easy on the coffee and colas. Drink extra water, especially before you hike or otherwise exercise, and carry water with you. Signs of dehydration include thirst (naturally), dry mouth, sunken eyes (or sunken soft spot on a baby’s head), very yellow urine, and skin that doesn’t bounce back quickly when pinched.

      




      

        • Sunburn: Let’s face it. At 6,000 feet and higher elevation, you’re just that much closer to the sun. And we get lots of sunshine—as many as 300 days a year. Each 1,000 foot gain in elevation above sea level increases ultra-violet exposure by 4 to 5 percent. Which means exposure here is about 25 to 30 percent higher than the flatlands. Serious sunburn can occur in just 30 minutes. Protect your skin at all times with SPF 30 or higher sunblock, applying 15 minutes before exposure and reapplying as needed. Also limit exposure between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. on very hot, clear days or when skiing or on water—adding reflection to the mix. And don’t forget a hat and sunglasses. They’re an essential part of any resident’s, or visitor’s, wardrobe. Eyes can be damaged by intense sunlight, too.

      


    


  




  Safety




  In general, Colorado Springs is a safe place to visit. Tourists are seldom involved in crimes. If a problem does occur, there are local resources to help you deal with it. If your car is stolen, for example, you can call the Colorado Springs Police Department (719-444-7000); only use 911 in case of a real emergency. Because of budget cuts in recent years, however, a police officer might not respond to a minor theft and you will be asked to report the crime online or in person at a police station. Car break-ins are sometimes a problem in parking areas of popular tourist attractions, so keep valuables out of sight if you must leave them in your car. But that’s good advice anytime, anywhere.




  A few local laws that might be good to know: The speed limit in neighborhoods is 25 miles per hour unless otherwise posted; traffic cameras monitor major intersections, and you will be fined if photographed running a red light; and it is illegal to leave your car running while you are not in it.




  If you want to see a local crime report, complete with the latest statistics, go online to www.springspolice.com and click on Documents and Records.




  i During the night, especially late fall through spring, you might hear wind howling outside your bedroom window. The next morning, the air is practically balmy, with temperatures much warmer than the night before, and snow (if there is any) disappearing before your eyes. It’s a chinook wind. Locals call it “the promise of spring.”




  CITY HIGHLIGHTS




  Remember that Colorado Springs is neatly divided by I-25 (north and south) and US 24 (east and west). That gives you four distinct quadrangles—northwest, northeast, southwest, and southeast. But it’s not that simple. Major roads and streets meander and loop around, and there are a couple of creeks to contend with, but they mostly run parallel to major highways.




  Most of the highlights for visitors lie to the west— Pikes Peak, Garden of the Gods, and the bulk of the tourist attractions. On the north end is the U.S. Air Force Academy, balanced by Fort Carson on the south, with several more military installations east of the city. Downtown also is important in the scheme of things, with fine museums, arts complexes, restaurants, and nightlife. The city airport is on the southeast side of town, and many of the major hotel chains are situated on the city periphery in all directions (except west).




  This chapter, and hopefully this book, will help you set out to explore the fascinating, endlessly entertaining Pikes Peak region.




  COLORADO SPRINGS NEIGHBORHOODS




  If you’re one of those people who like exploring the neighborhoods in a new city, or if you’re thinking of moving here, these are some of the more interesting and desirable neighborhoods you might want to check out.




  Downtown




  Downtown houses are mixed with businesses, in some cases, and are fairly modest one- and two-story homes dating back as far as the late 1800s. Many are rentals and in need of repair; others are well-preserved family homes. Some have been converted into offices or other businesses. If you love history, the Old North End, just north and west of downtown, reflects the city’s heritage. Large, stately homes that date back to the late 1800s mingle with smaller ones (built later). Many of these homes are on the National Register of Historic Places. Doctors, lawyers, college professors, and other professionals tend to live in this area, as well as third and fourth generations of moneyed families. It’s a liberal pocket in the otherwise conservative-leaning city. Just east of the Old North End, on the other side of Nevada Avenue, is the Audubon neighborhood, where houses are somewhat newer (built in the 1940s and 1950s) and more modest. It’s a stucco-and-brick neighborhood of retirees, teachers, and professionals who don’t want to shuck out the bucks for a more prestigious address. Young families are starting to move in and remodel.




  East




  Because the mountains efficiently block westward development, the city tends to flow eastward. There are dozens of different neighborhoods, few with any distinctive construction other than a lot of it! Academy Boulevard was once (in the 1970s) the eastern edge of the city—now, it’s almost city center, geographically speaking. A boom in the 1990s sent houses spilling out over the plains where once cattle grazed and winter wheat grew. Powers Boulevard soon became the new frontier, and now even that has been passed by the ever-reaching tentacles of development. Homes and stores have usurped antelope, prairie dogs, and coyotes. The eastern part of the city also is home to the Skysox baseball team’s home stadium and a number of huge shopping complexes. It’s an affordable place to live, with great views of the mountains to the west, and convenient for workers at the air force bases and city airport.




  Northeast




  Though not an architecturally distinctive neighborhood, Briargate, in the northeast quadrant of the city, does encompass a huge chunk of real estate with affordable, roomy homes. Though it once looked like a cookie-cutter neighborhood, maturing landscapes and personal touches have set the homes apart from one another. Situated on a slight hill, it has good mountain views. Families are attracted to it for its affordability, and because of its inclusion in the excellent Academy School District. Many families have two working parents and many are also in the military or work for local Christian organizations. Though still young in some respects, there’s a strong sense of community (such as an annual all-neighborhood garage sale).




  North of Briargate is the Pine Creek neighborhood. The lessons developers learned from Briargate led them to create the more upscale and personable adjacent neighborhood, which is where Briargate residents tend to want to move when they have the income to do so.




  Beyond these lies Black Forest, probably named because it reminded someone of that region of southern Germany, thickly covered in places with dense evergreens. Here, large lots (some with substantial acreage) make for a rural-feeling community. A major crossroads is the closest thing they have to a “town center” and most folks there like it that way. Houses range from little log cabins to multimillion-dollar mansions. All with a lot of privacy.




  Northwest




  In the northwest quadrant of the city, Rock-rimmon was developed in the 1970s in the foothills, which means there isn’t a straight street in the whole place. Odd-shaped lots sit on hillsides covered with scrub oak and it’s not unusual to see a herd of deer or big-horn sheep stopping traffic. The Brady Bunch houses have lots of windows and conform to the lots. Expect to see the neighbors going to work in uniform. A lot of higher-ranking military officers live here because of its proximity to the US Air Force Academy. You’ll also find white-collar professionals, teachers, and business owners. Some choose this area because of its inclusion in the excellent Academy School District.




  Peregrine, developed later than Rock-rimmon, is nonetheless the rich uncle here. Its homes are even larger and more distinctive, on oversized and irregularly shaped lots, with great city views and lots of wildlife. It’s an area for people who value privacy.




  South




  In the Broadmoor neighborhood, old money mixes with new money in what is arguably the region’s most prestigious neighborhood. Built in the 1920s to 1940s, its stately mansions have been joined by pricey remodels and a few new mansions, most within walking distance of the historic, grand, world-famous Broadmoor hotel and resort. People who live here don’t necessarily work for a living, but those who do tend to be doctors, lawyers, generals, and real estate developers. Don’t be surprised to see a golf cart parked in the garage. And most folks here know their neighbors and rub elbows with them at the hotel’s fine restaurants and world-class golf courses.




  Built in the 1980s, to the south of the Broadmoor area, is Broadmoor Bluffs, which features large homes on large lots covered with scrub oak and frequented by wildlife. It’s more affordable than old Broad-moor, but draws many of the same type of residents. They also enjoy the same great school district—Cheyenne Mountain—and often have great nighttime views of the city lights.




  West Side




  One of the city’s oldest and most eclectic neighborhoods, the West Side, and Old Colorado City within it, are just minutes from downtown. The homes, still affordable for retirees and growing families on a budget, vary from stately Victorians to cute cottages and everything in between. This mixed neighborhood even includes some new houses built on lots that have been vacant for years (or where an old house was torn down). The Old Colorado City section of the West Side draws lots of tourists, with shops aplenty. Colorado Springs has its blue-collar roots in the West Side and Old Colorado City. The mine owners lived in the Old North End, but the mine workers lived on the West Side. Colorado Springs was dry, and Colorado City had saloons. Today, the neighbors have as much character as the houses.




  Farther west, Pleasant Valley was once the poshest neighborhood outside of the Broadmoor and the Old North End. Today, Pleasant Valley is an enclave of small ranch-style homes inhabited by retirees who raised their families here. New families are moving in, however, and enjoy the nearby Garden of the Gods and the feeling of being tucked away from it all.




  THE PIKES PEAK REGION




  The Pikes Peak region encompasses a number of small communities outside of Colorado Springs, mostly in El Paso County (but also in Teller and Fremont Counties), all within view of Pikes Peak. They vary wildly in character and demographics. A few, like Manitou Springs, are self-contained communities that have everything their residents might need. Others are really bedroom communities where folks who work on a military base or in “the city” find their nightly refuge. Here is a bit about each one:




  

    

      Visitor Information




      Experience Colorado Springs Convention & Visitors Bureau




      515 S. Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs




      (719) 635-7506 or (800) 368-4748




      www.visitCOS.com




      Go online to request a free visitors’ guide be sent to you prior to your visit. Or stop by when you get into town and visit their office in person to get the visitor guide, free brochures on specific attractions, and lots of great information from the front-desk staff.




      Manitou Springs Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau




      354 Manitou Ave., Manitou Springs




      (719) 685-5089 or (800) 642-2567




      www.manitousprings.org




      If you are especially interested in visiting Manitou Springs, you can get great information at the office, right on the main drag. You also can get brochures on local attractions outside the city’s limits.




      Cañon City Chamber of Commerce




      403 Royal Gorge Blvd., Cañon City




      (719) 275-2331 or (800) 876-7922




      www.canoncity.com/visitors.php




      Cañon City lies about an hour southwest of Colorado Springs and is worth a side trip on its own, with enough diversions to fill a long day, or even a weekend.




      Cripple Creek Heritage Center




      9283 S. Highway 67, Cripple Creek




      (719) 689-3289 or (877) 858-4653




      www.visitcripplecreek.com




      The historic gold camp, about an hour west of Colorado Springs and deep in the mountains, offers a wide array of attractions and entertainment, from museums to casinos.


    


  




  Cañon City




  An hour southwest of Colorado Springs, Cañon City is the county seat and the most populous city of Fremont County. The small city of 16,000 people lies in the “banana belt” of central Colorado, and is home to nine state and four federal prisons and penitentiaries, which provide many jobs to support the local economy. Cañon City straddles the Arkansas River and is a popular tourist destination for whitewater rafting and rock climbing.




  Established in 1858 during the Pikes Peak or Bust gold rush, it then lay idle until 1860, when the first building was erected. Intended as a commercial center for mining to serve South Park and the upper Arkansas River area, it became a site of many metal ore smelters in the 1890s.




  Situated as it is on US 50, it always has had heavy through-traffic, supporting local hotels and restaurants. Its proximity to the Royal Gorge, where a world-famous bridge and park draw countless tourists every year, it continues to thrive. It’s also home to the resurrected Royal Gorge Route railroad, which now is a tourist attraction; a dinosaur museum; and much more (see the Attractions and Day Trips & Getaways chapters).




  Manitou Springs




  Before Colorado Springs was a gleam in General Palmer’s eye, Manitou Springs already existed as a gathering place. Its many mineral springs drew the Ute Indians and several Plains Indian tribes to visit its healing waters. It was considered a sacred place and all could visit without fear of conflict.




  Zebulon Pike didn’t notice the springs in his thwarted effort to climb Pikes Peak. That honor was left to Dr. Edwin James, team botanist for the Long Expedition, in 1820. James, also the first European to conquer the peak, spread the word about the “boiling springs.” Early visitors included Daniel Boone’s grandson, who visited in 1833 to “take the cure,” as it was then called.




  First called La Font, the town was laid out in 1871 and then renamed Manitou Springs (after the Native American word for “spirit”). A railroad spur from Colorado Springs incited rapid growth in this forested box canyon tucked between Garden of the Gods and the base of Pikes Peak. Hotels, bathhouses, dance pavilions, restaurants, and a mineral water bottling plant sprang up. Visitors to this “Saratoga of the West,” as it was dubbed, included P. T. Barnum, Thomas Edison, and several presidents.




  The town stagnated a bit in the 1960s and 1970s, becoming a low-cost haven for aging hippies. But locals became involved in saving the mineral springs and boosting the arts. In the early 21st century, a complete revitalization of the downtown was undertaken and now you can’t find a parking spot on a summer’s day!




  Enclosed by natural boundaries, this home-rule city of about 5,000 residents really can’t grow much. But what is growing is its economy—stores that were doing poorly elsewhere in the region have moved here and are now thriving.




  A designated National Historic District, today’s downtown doesn’t have a single chain restaurant or lodging. It bustles with life, fun events (like a fruitcake toss after the holidays), a farmers’ market, and a plethora of attractions, from Cave of the Winds to the historic Miramont Castle (see the Attractions chapter). Manitou today is a happening place, and you’re likely to spend some time there on any visit to the Pikes Peak region.




  Eastern Plains




  Falcon




  About 14 miles northeast of Colorado Springs, along US 24, lies Falcon, an unincorporated exurb in El Paso County. A railroad hub in the early 20th century, the town was for many decades simply a quiet ranching community. The Falcon Land and Town Company was established in 1896 and the enclave included two hotels, a newspaper office, six saloons, a pool hall, two general stores, a blacksmith, a school, and extensive stockyards. When a flood washed out one set of railroad tracks in 1935, they weren’t rebuilt and the town declined. By 1975, only the school and a few homes remained.




  Then, in the 1990s, the city of Colorado Springs reached its borders and suddenly Falcon experienced a boom in residential development. A town of a few hundred country folks exploded into a burg of more than 10,000 residents. Now, major grocery and discount stores, restaurants, and dozens of other retail entities can be found here. In 2010, a new branch of the Pikes Peak Library District was opened to serve the growing community, and locals love playing on the Antler Creek Golf Course, known as the longest in the state and second-longest in the nation.




  Calhan




  Home to the annual El Paso County Fair, Calhan is one of the few communities in the region that has actually declined in population. Fewer than 1,000 residents make up this farm/ranch community. What draws visitors here are the Calhan Paint Mines Interpretive Park (see the Parks chapter), the aforesaid county fair, and the big cats of Serenity Springs Wildlife Center (see the Attractions chapter) rescue operation.




  There aren’t many restaurants or stores for visitors, but the folks there are friendly and welcome anyone who takes the time to stop by.




  Fountain Valley




  Security/Widefield




  The combination of Security, an incorporated town, and the exurb of Widefield totals a population of about 30,000 people, many of whom are stationed at Fort Carson, just west of the area. In fact, it was built in the 1950s and 1960s (and beyond) primarily to serve the mountain post. Affordable family homes were its hallmark. It has its own school district and a smattering of stores and restaurants, but Colorado Springs is so close, many residents seek their entertainment and employment in the city. New housing developments continue to expand the parameters of the two. This area is just north of the city of Fountain and just southeast of Colorado Springs.




  

    

      It’s Miller Time!




      Colorado Springs and the Pikes Peak region experience an annual influx of a pesky insect, the miller moth, which doesn’t do any harm but can be a nuisance, anyway. The moth migrates from the plains to the mountains—right through Colorado Springs—starting in late May or early June and hangs around for a few weeks, less if it’s really dry. No one is quite sure why they do this migration. They get their name because they are covered with fine “dusty” scales (sort of like flour on a miller’s apron) that come off on everything they touch. They don’t eat clothes, they don’t lay eggs, and they don’t bite. They do congregate in outdoor light fixtures and other odd places—don’t drive off the road when one flies out of your air vent in your dashboard! As quickly as they come, they’re gone. Leaving just a dusty memory.


    


  




  Fountain




  About 10 miles south of Colorado Springs is the city of Fountain, another popular residence for military families from nearby Fort Carson. Founded in 1859 as a ranching community, it wasn’t incorporated until 1903. It’s the kind of town where lots of folks know your name but it’s still big enough to have most of the amenities you need for everyday living. Being farther out on the prairie, it also has great mountain views. About 20,000 people call it home, and they’re proud of its designation, in 2002, as an All-American City by the National Civic League. Fountain has its own school district.




  It’s usually a quiet place, but early in the morning on May 14, 1888, it was the site of an enormous train wreck, referred to locally as “the blast,” when a freight train carrying 18 tons of explosives collided with a passenger train right in town. Only three people were killed, amazingly enough, but the crash destroyed a nearby grocery store and church, and reportedly created a crater 40 feet in diameter and 15 feet deep. People still talk about it.




  The Gold Camps




  Cripple Creek




  The famous gold camp of Cripple Creek sits at 9,000 feet on the southwest slope of Pikes Peak on the opposite side from Colorado Springs and Manitou Springs. Its riches, the result of volcanic activity eons ago, served to draw miners and others during the last Gold Rush of the 1890s. You can explore its history at the Cripple Creek Heritage Center or at the Mollie Kathleen Mine, both just outside of town. Although mountain men and Native Americans explored the area prior to that, it was pretty much a cow pasture until Robert “Bob” Womack discovered gold there in 1890. Within three years, 10,000 people lived there. More than $500 million in gold was taken out of the area, and it’s widely believed that the “mother lode” still hasn’t been found. It was a wild ‘n’ woolly town, with bars, red-light districts, gunfights, and the stuff of Western legends. All that came crashing down in the early 1900s, as the gold mines played out and the price of gold dropped. By the 1970s, it was practically a ghost town, with just a couple hundred residents. But it was still a popular tourist attraction, with its quaint old buildings, a few rustic restaurants, and a melodrama at the old Imperial Hotel.




  But in 1991, the state legalized gaming in three of the old gold-mining towns, including Cripple Creek, and the economy rebounded. More than a thousand residents live there today and are supported by the gambling industry and tourism. (See also the Attractions and Day Trips & Getaways chapters.) Mining has returned to the area, too, with new methods for extracting gold and new jobs for locals. Its annual events include the fun and funky Donkey Derby Days each summer. (See the Annual Festivals chapter.)




  Victor




  Just 5 miles from Cripple Creek, Victor also was a booming gold camp in the 1890s, especially after Winfield Scott Stratton, a Colorado Springs carpenter, discovered a major gold strike in 1891. His Independence Mine remains one of the world’s largest producers of gold ever. The reintroduction of gold mining in the area has revitalized the town a bit, but it still is sparsely populated (with fewer than 500 residents at last count). Many of its historic buildings date back to 1899 (rebuilt after a major fire), but many are in poor repair. The town declined, along with its sister city of Cripple Creek, in the 1900s and does not have legalized gaming to boost its economy. (See Close-up: Lowell Thomas and the News.)
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    Lowell Thomas and the News




    Author, world traveler, and newsman Lowell Jackson Thomas was born in 1892 in Ohio and moved to Victor, Colorado, with his family when he was a child. His father, a doctor, and his mother, a teacher, were welcome additions to the rough mining camp. He attended school there, later working as a gold miner, a cook, and as a reporter on the local newspaper. After graduating from Victor High School in 1910, he attended college, getting his master’s degree from the University of Denver and a job with the Chicago Journal. He also was a professor (teaching oratory at a law school) and later got a second master’s degree at Princeton, where he also taught.




    On a trip to Alaska, he hit upon the idea of creating a travelogue, an account of his travels, which so impressed President Woodrow Wilson, Thomas was asked to write a history of the conflict of World War I. Thomas thought the piece would lend itself to a new medium: film. His reporting brought him to T. E. Lawrence, a captain in the British Army, who was inciting the Palestinians to revolt against the invading Turks. His story and the film footage were so compelling, Lawrence of Arabia became the stuff of legends. And Lowell Thomas became a household name. Thomas later wrote a book, With Lawrence in Arabia, in 1924 and it was his first of 56 books in total.




    In 1930, he became a broadcaster with CBS radio network, switching to NBC two years later. He hosted the first-ever television news broadcast in 1930 and the first regularly scheduled TV newscast in 1940. But he favored radio over television and continued reporting on the world until he retired in 1976. A book about his career, Lowell Thomas: The Stranger Everyone Knows, was published in 1968. He narrated several films and had a hit TV series, High Adventure, in the 1950s and another, Lowell Thomas Remembers, in the 1970s.




    Lowell Thomas died in 1981 at his home in New York. His many books are a testament to his travels and fascination with the world. They include topics ranging from Eskimos to shipwrecks and several autobiographical works, including Good Evening Everybody, and So Long Until Tomorrow. The nationally prestigious Explorers Club presents their Lowell Thomas award annually to men and women who have distinguished themselves in the world of travel, and the Society of American Travel Writers has bestowed awards in his name (in many categories) every year since 1985.


  




  The Palmer Divide




  Monument




  North of Colorado Springs at exit 161 on I-25, the town of Monument is the nexus of the Tri-Lakes area (that includes Palmer Lake to the west and unincorporated Woodmoor to the east). The first settlers here, at the foot of the Rampart Range of the Rockies, are thought to be Iowans headed for California. However, they got to this spot, saw the high meadow grass and virgin soil, and decided to homestead here instead of taking their chances at crossing the Rockies to get to the gold fields. There were some minor skirmishes with the Plains Indians, but eventually a town was established and incorporated in 1879.




  It became a supplier of potatoes, dairy products, and grains (wheat, rye, and oats) in the region, aided by the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad passing through town. Monument didn’t really grow rapidly, however, till 1954 when it was announced that the US Air Force Academy would be built just south of it. Suddenly, grazing and farm land became housing developments to accommodate the military personnel who would move here.




  Today, it’s also a bedroom community for people who work in Colorado Springs and Denver. The wooded township of Woodmoor, to the east, borders the Black Forest. The current population of Monument is about 3,000 people. But take in the nearby enclaves and it’s enough to support a variety of major stores, smaller shops and businesses, and a scattering of decent local restaurants. It also has an active arts community.




  Palmer Lake




  In the 1860s it was an area of homesteads and ranches, but Palmer Lake today is more of a cozy small town with a population of a few thousand folks who commute elsewhere for work. Tucked back into the foothills of the Rampart Range, with a small lake, it’s Colorado’s version of Mayberry. A nice little library, a few good restaurants, quaint shops, and a mix of historic and attractive contemporary homes lend to its charm.




  Established in 1871 (and incorporated in 1889) by Colorado Springs’ founder, William J. Palmer, the town served as a water stop for his Denver & Rio Grande trains after they struggled up the incline now known as the Palmer Divide (over Monument Hill). Because it was higher than either Denver or Colorado Springs, it was a popular summer retreat and cooling-off spot for city residents back then, too. Many of its original buildings were summer cottages. Visitors indulged in picnicking, fishing, and boating. One stately home, the Queen Anne–style Estemere mansion (www.estemere.com) still stands as an architectural centerpiece—a private home that is occasionally open for tours for special occasions and fundraisers.




  Of all the towns in the Pikes Peak region, this one came closest, perhaps, to the image of the Wild West. There were some Indian raids, a few scalpings and saloon shootings, and a couple of forts built for refuge during troubled times. Today, though, it’s a quiet refuge from the bustle of nearby cities.




  Ute Pass




  Cascade




  Just minutes west of Colorado Springs, up Ute Pass, is the scenic mountain community of Cascade. About 3,000 folks live here, in the shadow of Pikes Peak. The town is named for the nearby waterfalls and has long been a mountain retreat for city folks escaping the summer heat. Today, it’s more of a bedroom community for Colorado Springs. One of its historic homes, Eastholme Inn, was built in 1885. It’s said that Dwight and Mamie Eisenhower once stayed there. Cascade, on US 24, is a spot in the road to passersby, but the front door to Pikes Peak for those seeking the Pikes Peak Highway. It’s also home to the North Pole/Santa’s Workshop and a fun creek-side eatery, Wines of Colorado, where you can sample some of the state’s award-winning vintages.




  

    

      Recommended Reading: A Legacy in Letters




      For a look at Colorado Springs in more contemporary times, pick up a copy of Gifts from the Heart, by Lucille Gonzales Oller. Growing up in Colorado Springs in the 1950s and ’60s, Lou Gonzales (as she was known under her byline for the daily newspaper, The Gazette) offered a different perspective on the city. She wrote about her Hispanic roots, about remarkable people, and about the city’s growth and changes, in an insightful way. She died in 2003 of Lou Gehrig’s disease, or ALS, and those who loved, admired, and respected her work compiled this collection of stories, essays, columns, and memories into the book, published in 2010. The profits from the book go to a scholarship in her name, benefiting other nontraditional women students who attend the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, like she did. The book is available at the UCCS bookstore (719-255-3247), Friends of the Pikes Peak Library District bookstore (www.friendsppld.org), Hooked on Books (719-596-1621), and from the CU Foundation office at UCCS, (719) 255-5105 or (719) 255-5104.


    


  




  Chipita Park




  Situated between Cascade and Green Mountain Falls is Chipita Park, another of the collection of towns along the Ute Trail, which later was paved and became US 24. With a population nearing 2,000, it is still mostly a bedroom community and vacation getaway site (cooler than the cities below because of its 7,500-foot elevation). It was long a popular summer destination for Kansans and Texans seeking cooler climes, but today most of the houses there are permanent residences.




  Green Mountain Falls




  This tiny, picturesque town in Ute Pass, with fewer than 1,000 residents, played an important role in local history. Long before the town existed, a trail ran by the site of present-day Green Mountain Falls. This pathway, the Ute Pass Trail, was first used by the Ute Indians, then Spanish explorers and finally by white settlers moving west. Green Mountain Falls was one of three towns set up as vacation spots first for dust-weary Kansans, then upper-class Easterners. Today, the trail has been paved over and is still used as US 24. It boasts a gourmet restaurant, the Black Bear; a trading post; and a small lake where locals love to go ice skating in the winter. If it sounds like a Victorian painting, in many ways it is.




  Woodland Park




  Once a way station and stopover for miners and others on their journey from Colorado Springs to the mining camps of Cripple Creek and Victor, Woodland Park has finally come into its own. Today with more than 7,600 residents, Woodland Park is a flourishing community of people seeking some solace and a high quality of life. Tourism fuels the economy, but it also is a bedroom community for folks who work in Colorado Springs. About 18 miles west of the Springs, it is the largest city in Teller County (and just over the line from El Paso County).




  Woodland Park is surrounded by spectacular views of Pikes Peak and the Rampart Range. Thick stands of spruce, pine, and aspen mark its perimeter. It offers bed-and-breakfasts, motels, campgrounds, RV parks, hiking and biking trails, shopping, restaurants, and full services. Use it as your base camp to explore the world-famous mining towns of Victor and Cripple Creek, the historic Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument, and Mueller State Park & Wildlife Area and to fish in Rampart Reservoir or Manitou Lake. Go hiking or horseback riding (or, in winter, cross-country skiing or snowshoeing) in the adjacent Pike National Forest. Or visit the dinosaur center, a local history museum, or have a fine meal at one of their good local restaurants. (See also the Attractions and Restaurants chapters.)




  

    Vital Statistics




    

      Founded: July 31, 1871

    




    

      Area code: 719 for the entire Pikes Peak region

    




    

      Population: 416,000 (city limits), and 622,000 (metro area), as of 2009

    




    

      County: El Paso County

    




    

      State capital: Denver

    




    

      Time zone: Mountain Standard Time, Mountain Daylight Time

    




    

      Area cities: Manitou Springs, Woodland Park, Cripple Creek, Monument, Palmer Lake, Fountain, Falcon, and Cañon City

    




    

      Area: 186 square miles

    




    

      Elevation: (average for city) 6,035 feet

    




    

      Nickname: The Springs

    




    

      Average temperatures: January, 42 degrees (high) and 15 degrees (low); July, 84 degrees (high) and 54 degrees (low)

    




    

      Annual precipitation: About 16 inches

    




    

      Average days of sunshine: 300

    




    

      Colleges and universities: Colorado College; the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs; Pikes Peak Community College; and a number of smaller, private, for-profit universities

    




    

      Military installations: Fort Carson, the US Air Force Academy, Peterson Air Force Base, Shriever Air Force Base, NORAD, and Cheyenne Mountain Air Station

    




    

      Major area employers: Fort Carson, Peterson Air Force Base, US Air Force Academy, Schriever Air Force Base, Memorial Health System, Colorado Springs School District 11, Academy School District 20, City of Colorado Springs, El Paso County, and Colorado Springs Utilities

    




    

      Famous natives: Western literary writer Frank Waters; silent film star Lon Chaney; pro baseball pitcher Richard “Goose” Gossage; character actor Cassandra Peterson (aka Elvira, Mistress of the Dark); Broadway and TV actor Michael Boatman; and TV actor Kelly Bishop

    




    

      Famous temporary residents: Author Helen Hunt Jackson; science fiction writer Robert Heinlein; author Truman Capote (stationed at Fort Carson); Peanuts creator Charles M. Schulz; figure skaters Peggy Fleming, Dick Jenkins, and others; and a number of other Olympic athletes, including Apollo Ohno

    




    

      Major airports: Colorado Springs Municipal Airport

    




    

      Public Transportation: Mountain Metro city bus system

    




    

      Driving laws: Persons 15 to 21 years old must go through the graduated license process, which can be started any time after reaching age 15. You can get a Minor License at age 16 after taking a written and driving test. If you move here from out of state, you have 90 days to establish residency and another 30 days to obtain a Colorado driver’s license. Active military and their families are exempt. All drivers and passengers must wear seat belts. Children from 1 to 4 weighing 20 to 40 pounds must be in front-facing safety seats. Children younger than 1 year or less than 20 pounds must be in a rear-facing safety seat; children 4 to 7 years old (or under 4 feet, 9 inches or less than 80 pounds) must be in a booster seat. Text messaging while driving is prohibited. Drivers younger than 18 years old are prohibited from using cell phones while driving. For more information, go online to www.colorado.gov/revenue and click on Driver’s License.

    




    

      Drinking laws: Colorado law says that persons 21 years of age and older may purchase and consume alcoholic beverages. Bars must close at 2 a.m. Liquor stores may be open on Sun.

    




    

      Tobacco laws: The minimum age to purchase tobacco products in Colorado is 18. Smoking ordinances prohibit smoking indoors in public places and places of business, except cigar bars. Hotels may set aside rooms for smokers.

    




    

      Daily newspapers: The Gazette, established in 1872

    




    

      City sales tax: 2.5 percent

    




    

      County sales tax: 1 percent

    




    

      Emergency phone numbers: The universal number of 911 is used for medical emergencies, including child abuse. Poison center: (800) 332-3073. Suicide Prevention Hotline: (800) 273-8255. Runaway Hotline: (800) 786-2929

    




    

      City website: www.springsgov.com; or for visitors, www.visitCOS.com

    




    

      Chambers of Commerce: The Greater Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce, 6 S. Tejon St., Suite 700, Colorado Springs, CO 80903; (719) 635-1551; www.coloradospringschamber.org. Manitou Springs Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau, 354 Manitou Ave., Manitou Springs, CO 80829; 719-685-5089; www.manitousprings.org
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  GETTING HERE, GETTING AROUND




  




  Colorado Springs was founded by Gen. William Jackson Palmer, a railroad man who wanted to make his home at the foot of Pikes Peak. Palmer brought his Denver & Rio Grande Railroad to town in the 1870s and that’s how most early visitors arrived—by train. Well, except for those who came in covered wagons or on horseback.




  Passenger trains no longer serve the city, and for most airlines it’s the end of the road (or, rather, tarmac). For the most part, flights initiate and terminate here but don’t stop over and then go on to other cities.




  Six major airlines service the Colorado Springs Municipal Airport, and there are direct flights to nearly a dozen major cities, but many destinations require passengers to go through Denver. The airport is located on the far southeast corner of the city, has ample parking, and is easy to navigate. There is a separate airport, Peterson Air Force Base, also on the east edge of town, which serves the multitude of military flights in and out of the city. It’s where military officers and national dignitaries, such as the sitting President or Vice President of the United States, fly in and out. There also are several small private airports.




  Driving the city is fairly manageable, but it will take a while to learn your way around. There are several reasons: because each neighborhood has its own “grid,” because of the hilly terrain, and because so many streets end after a while and give way to a whole new set of streets. Many streets have similar names (Columbine Street, Boulevard, Avenue, Drive, Place, and Road). The only streets that seem to have a reliable square-grid pattern are downtown, which was laid out by the city’s founder. With great foresight, he made the downtown streets broad, mostly to accommodate the street cars of the era, but now they also handle fairly heavy traffic well.




  OVERVIEW




  There are only a few one-way streets. But “avenues” can be north-south or east-west (e.g., Nevada Avenue is north-south and Platte Avenue is east-west). Many streets curve (Circle Drive, Academy Boulevard) and some stop in one place and pick up in another.




  Our advice? Get a good city map, a seasoned local guide, directions from someone who has lived here a while, or invest in a GPS unit!




  The city’s medians (dividing major streets) used to be showpieces of flower beds and plantings, but that’s no longer so. The economic downturn of recent years has either left them neglected or they have been adopted by neighbors or volunteers. A few are still maintained by the parks department as funds allow.




  The drive to Denver on I-25 is always busy, and you’ll hit volume slowdowns in certain areas almost any time of the day. Midday is the best time to make that drive. Or you can ride the Front Range Express (FREX) bus, while funding lasts. It’s no faster, but you can read a book instead of pounding the steering wheel.




  If you don’t drive, be aware that the city bus system is minimal, with limited routes and hours. Also, local folks rarely take taxis for regular transportation, and this isn’t New York, so call well ahead if you need one.




  DRIVING




  The city is at the confluence of two major roadways: I-25, which runs north and south, and US 24, which runs east and west, up Ute Pass, and into the Rampart Range of the Rocky Mountains. If you drive here, chances are you’ll arrive by one of those two highways.




  It’s a driving kind of town, and sometimes the drive can make you crazy! The infrastructure has not kept up with the population growth, so morning and evening rush hours are sometimes brutal on the interstate and other major thoroughfares, especially when there’s road construction or an accident.




  Within the city, there is no good east-west thoroughfare. Even US 24 has jogs and quirks and lots of traffic lights, especially downtown. And if you’re on the interstate in town and see a sign for the Fontanero Street exit, don’t take it. It doesn’t really go anywhere.




  North-south thoroughfares are a little better. They tend to curve around the perimeter of the city, but will get you from point A to point B, providing those two points aren’t in a straight line. Powers Boulevard, the most recent north-south throughway, probably is the fastest of these. Be aware that intersections are far apart on Powers, and drivers tend to treat it like a freeway with stoplights!




  i Parking can be tough in Manitou Springs in summer. If you have trouble, head to the very west end of town, where there’s a parking lot many don’t know about—and it’s just a few blocks walk back to the historic district.




  Because Colorado Springs has so many tourists and newcomers who move here from elsewhere, the drivers are (to put it nicely) eclectic in their habits. Some won’t turn right on red; some think speed limits are just casual suggestions. Drive defensively and obey the traffic laws—the city strongly enforces them and needs the money. Be especially careful in school zones.




  BY AIR




  COLORADO SPRINGS MUNICIPAL AIRPORT




  7770 Milton E. Proby Pkwy.




  (719) 550-1900




  www.ifly.com/city-of-colorado-springs-municipal-airport




  The Colorado Springs Municipal Airport is so easy to get in and out of, folks from south Denver sometimes drive down to use it. Especially if they’re flying somewhere that local flights go directly.




  The airport, about 11 miles southeast of downtown, serves 2 million passengers a year and sets the stage nicely for visitors, with its panoramic view of Pikes Peak and the Front Range. It sits on 7,135 acres at 6,200 feet in elevation. Don’t be surprised to see a coyote, prairie dogs, or antelope hanging around the perimeter.




  There are more than 100 arrivals and departures each day. It’s served by six airlines and has nonstop direct flights to about a dozen major cities. Other cities can be reached via connections through Denver (most common) or any of its other direct-connection cities.




  Carriers include Allegiant, American, Continental, Delta/Northwest, Frontier, and United Airlines.




  There are nonstop flights to Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas/Fort Worth, Denver, Houston, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Long Beach (CA), Minneapolis, Phoenix-Mesa, Salt Lake City, San Francisco, and Washington DC–Dulles.




  The recently remodeled airport has new works of art, comfortable seating, lots of electrical outlets, free wireless Internet access, several food vendors, gift shops, and 16 gates included in its spacious 280,000 square feet. Lines tend to move pretty quickly.




  Because of the uncongested surrounding air and ground space, flight delays are among the lowest in the country. Passengers seldom wait more than 10 minutes to get baggage. The farthest gate is less than 1,000 feet from the ticket counters and baggage claim.




  Parking is convenient. There are more than 9,000 uncovered parking spaces, and parking fees are modest by today’s standards: Short-term parking is $1 for each half hour, $8 per day maximum; long-term parking is $1 per hour with a daily maximum of $6. Valet parking is $14 per day (or $2 for the first hour and $4 for each additional hour up to the maximum).




  

    

      Commercial Airlines




      Allegiant Airways




      (702) 505-8888




      www.allegiantair.com




      American Airlines




      (800) 433-7300




      www.aa.com




      Continental Airlines




      (800) 523-3273




      www.continental.com




      Delta




      (800) 221-1212




      www.delta.com




      Frontier Airlines




      (800) 432-1359




      www.frontierairlines.com




      United Airlines




      (800) 864-8331




      www.united.com


    


  




  Parking lots are safe, clean, and well-lighted, with frequent car-to-terminal shuttle service and assistance for the disabled traveler.




  Private Airports




  COLORADO JET CENTER




  1575 Aviation Way




  (719) 591-2288




  www.coloradojetcenter.com




  UNICOM: 122.95




  Arinc Number: 130.575




  The largest fixed-base operation (FBO) in the Pikes Peak region is located on the west side of the Colorado Springs Municipal Airport. The center handles both small private planes and larger jets (private, commercial charters, and military) and has three large hangars and about 20 smaller ones. About 45 aircraft are based there. The number of operations per day varies wildly, but it has probably 25 a day on average. There is a helicopter flight school on-site. The center provides fuel for general aviation, military, and commercial customers.




  CUTTER AVIATION




  1360 Aviation Way




  (719) 591-2065




  www.cutteraviation.com




  UNICOM: 125.3




  This private airport also is located in the Colorado Springs Municipal Airport complex and has been operating since 2006. It handles private planes and jets, has 58 hangars (9 of them accommodate the larger jets) and has approximately 60 aircraft based there. They also have an on-site flight school.




  MEADOW LAKE AIRPORT




  13625 Judge Orr Rd., Peyton




  (719) 683-3062




  www.meadowlakeairport.org




  UNICOM: 122.95




  Meadow Lake is a pilot-owned and - controlled airport that handles small planes—an average of 162 daily, according to the FAA. On a busy day, there may be as many as 300 operations out of this airport, located near Falcon on the prairie east of Colorado Springs. About 400 small planes are based here. Private businesses offer flying lessons, ultralight instruction, and more. It has been in operation since 1965.




  GROUND TRANSPORTATION




  Airport Shuttles & Rental Cars




  Many local hotels offer shuttle service to their site from the airport, so ask if that service is available when you book your room. However, it’s likely you will need a rental car, anyway.




  Most major car rental companies serve the Colorado Springs Municipal Airport. Cars are on-site or have shuttles to nearby lots. And if you fly in, you will want a rental car, because driving is the best (and sometimes only) way to see the local attractions. Car rental desks are near the baggage carousels. They include:




  ADVANTAGE




  (719) 574-8756 or (800) 777-5500




  www.advantage.com




  ALAMO/NATIONAL




  (719) 574-8579 or (800) 327-9633




  www.alamo.com




  AVIS




  (719) 596-2751 or (800) 331-1212




  www.avis.com




  BUDGET




  (719) 597-1271 or (800) 527-0700




  www.budget.com




  ENTERPRISE




  (719) 591-6644 or (800) 736-8222




  www.enterprise.com




  HERTZ




  (719) 596-1863 or (800) 654-3131




  www.hertz.com




  PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION




  Taxis & Limos




  Yellow Cab dominates the taxi scene, but there are several town car services and more than a dozen limousine services that have a wide range of prices and availability. They seem to come and go, but current ones are listed in the Colorado Springs Yellow Pages. Most also are listed online at www.limos.com/airports/united-states/COS.




  YELLOW CAB




  4625 Town Center Dr.




  (719) 634-5000 or (719) 777-7777




  www.yellowbot.com/yellow-cab-colorado-springs-co.html




  The Yellow Cab Company serves the Colorado Springs airport and city at large. There’s always a line of them waiting at the airport. A typical taxi fare from the airport to a downtown hotel is about $26 plus tip.




  Buses




  The city’s bus service is . . . well, serviceable. It gets riders to work or appointments and back, but not necessarily in an easy or timely fashion. There is a bus to Denver and one to the casinos in Cripple Creek. There also is some effort to bring back tourist trolleys in Colorado Springs and Manitou Springs, but so far they serve a very limited area and funding is somewhat unpredictable.




  FRONT RANGE EXPRESS




  1015 Transit Dr.




  (719) 636-FREX (3739)




  www.frontrangeexpress.com




  There’s also the city-run Front Range Express (FREX) bus that runs from Colorado Springs to Denver several times a day. The one-way cash fare is $11. The cash fare for senior citizens (60 and older), children (ages 6 to 11), students (12 to 18), and Medicare/disabled passengers during non-peak hours (9 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.) is 50 percent off the posted one-way cash fare. Proper ID or proof of eligibility required. Children 5 and younger ride free with an adult. Drivers can only take exact change or a prepaid bus pass. Note: It’s worth the money just to avoid driving on heavily congested I-25 between the two cities.




  GREYHOUND BUS LINES




  120 S. Weber St.




  (719) 635-1505 or (800) 231-2222




  www.greyhound.com




  The local bus station does some passenger business, with nearly a dozen buses a day heading north and south along I-25. Much of their business is package transportation. Few visitors arrive or depart this way and you should be aware that the bus stop area is a little intimidating, especially at night. It is somewhat deserted, on the edge of a warehouse district, and not as well lighted as it could be.




  MOUNTAIN METRO BUS




  1015 Transit Dr.




  (719) 385-RIDE (7433)




  www.springsgov.com




  The only real public transportation in town is the Mountain Metro Bus System, operated by the city of Colorado Springs. Routes have been curtailed due to the economy, but many local residents depend on it to get around. They’re not likely to be convenient for vacationers, however. Buses run from about 5:30 a.m. to about 7 p.m. weekdays, except major holidays. The main terminal is downtown at the intersection of Nevada Avenue and Kiowa Street. The basic adult fare is $1.75, but kids and seniors ride for 85 cents. The city bus system routes do not include the airport.




  RAMBLIN EXPRESS




  3465 Astrozon Place




  (719) 590-8687




  www.ramblinexpress.com




  The Ramblin Express takes residents and visitors from several locations in Colorado Springs to Cripple Creek. It also runs daily from the Colorado Springs Airport to The Broadmoor hotel complex. Round-trip fares from Colorado Springs to Cripple Creek are $25 ($20 if you purchase in advance online) and a one-way trip to The Broadmoor is $23. But check their website for group rates, plus numerous deals and packages.




  WALKING & BICYCLING




  Except for dedicated enclaves of shopping and dining, such as downtown Colorado Springs, Old Colorado City, and Manitou Springs, walking really is not an option for exploring most of the city, which is quite spread out. That said, there are lots of recreational hiking and walking trails throughout the city’s park system (see the Parks and Sports & Recreation chapters).




  [image: chpt_fig_005.jpg]




  HISTORY




  




  There are no springs in Colorado Springs. No hot springs. No mineral springs. It was called Colorado Springs even though no springs exist within the city limits—they’re all over in Manitou Springs, to the west. But this was the train stop to get there, so the name made sense to someone!




  And though it’s a distinctly Western city, Colorado Springs never was a “Wild West” kind of town. From its earliest days, it was more refined—or tried to be. There were no famous outlaws living here, no shoot’em-up showdowns downtown outside some saloon. In fact, there were no saloons.




  When Gen. William Jackson Palmer established the city in 1871, the founding father established it as a “dry” town. No saloons. (No brothels, either.) Instead, there were opera houses, tea shops, and fine hotels. Easterners getting off the railroad to visit the place discovered a city that reminded them of home—with mountains. In fact, its early nickname was “Little London.”




  Ladies could stroll the boardwalk with their parasols, shopping. Business was the order of the day for men, with banks and, somewhat later, mining exchange buildings growing up in the downtown to support the mining industry in the nearby goldfields of Cripple Creek and Victor.




  There were parades of flower-bedecked wagons in an annual celebration called Shan Kive, a historical pageant meant to entice tourists, but that mostly entertained locals. The event culminated in an amateur rodeo at Garden of the Gods. All this was the precursor to today’s Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo and annual pre-rodeo parade.




  The resort city has always drawn tourists because of its spectacular setting and many attractions, some crafted by nature and much older than the city itself. Tourism still is one of its economic mainstays.




  OVERVIEW




  The arrival of the military in the 1940s changed the face of the city, encouraged a sprawling expansion, and altered its cultural nature. And it brought an economic boom that remains the strongest factor in its financial picture today.




  Health and wellness also have had a major impact on the city’s formation. In the early days, patients from all over the world came here for “the cure” for tuberculosis. The high altitude and clean, dry mountain air were thought to be beneficial. It must have been, because many of them stayed on, became productive members of the community, and lived to a ripe old age. Little sleeping porches were added to many homes in the core city, and TB patients became boarders. The first hospitals specialized in the care of the disease. Strong health service providers remain a mainstay of the city, and some of the best doctors in the country live and practice here.




  In recent years, the city has successfully recruited a number of “clean” industries—mostly electronics and high-tech companies—and has become a corporate headquarters for a variety of religious organizations.




  Always re-creating itself, Colorado Springs has seen tough times like every other city, but always has managed to come up with a new way to make it flourish.




  In Colorado Springs and the Pikes Peak region, history and modern amenities stand side by side, comfortably rubbing elbows across time. Its history is short (compared to Eastern cities) but rich, tied to the Gold Rush, the military, high-tech industry, and tourism.




  Pikes Peak probably is America’s most famous mountain. Everyone knows about NORAD (made famous in films) and the US Air Force Academy (especially if he or she follows sports). The US Olympic Training Center is here. The city often makes the national news.




  But how it was shaped into the city it has become is a complex story we will try to tell you in this chapter. Learn about some of the movers and shakers who made the city what it is today—a beautiful, healthful place to live with lots of industries that keep it thriving.




  PREHISTORY




  At the Paint Mines in Calhan, there is evidence that prehistoric man visited the site as far back as 9,000 years ago. The abundant colorful clays here were used by American Indians for making pottery and ceremonial paints. The site’s geologic features, including spires and hoodoos, also may have made it a ceremonial place.




  As far as anyone knows, the Ute Indians were the first regular inhabitants of the Pikes Peak region. Primarily a mountain tribe, they spent time in what is now Colorado Springs, seeking the healing waters that eventually named Manitou Springs, and visiting the ceremonial site of the Garden of the Gods for gatherings. You might say they were the first tourists.




  By definition, we know little of the city’s pre-history because it wasn’t recorded! But archeology, oral history, and reports by early mountain men confirm much of this. At some point, probably in the late 1700s or early 1800s, the Arapaho and Cheyenne Indians—plains tribes, and avid hunters—visited the area in search of game. Later, there were clashes between the Indians and the invading Europeans in various parts of the state, but it is generally not thought that any significant battles were fought here.
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