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“Tom Paterson has been gifted by God with a unique and special understanding of full surrender of one’s entire being to the Lord. He in turn has shared this gift with us in Deeper, Richer, Fuller. He relates his personal story, his journey from being a Christian in name only to a complete surrender, with an interactive writing style that draws the reader in personally and shares not only the what but also the how for all who love God and seek eternal life. Regardless of age, profession, religion, or spiritual status, every reader will praise God and Tom for the gift of these insights.”

—Gary E. Liebl, chairman emeritus,
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“Tom Patterson is a master at conceiving and developing processes. Tom cogently refines the process that can lead the reader to a Christ-centered life. As you will discover, it is a process inspired by the Holy Spirit. It describes a journey that is well worth the effort and can lead you to a deeper, richer, fuller life.”
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In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God… .
He was in the world and the
world was made through Him,
and the world did not know Him.
He came to His own,
and those who were His own did not receive Him.
But as many as received Him,
to them He gave the right to become children of God,
even to those who believe in His name,
who were born, not of blood
nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory,
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth.

—JOHN 1:1, 10–14






Abba is the diminutive form of an Aramaic word for
God the Father. It literally means “Daddy.” The word came
to us from God through His Son, Christ Jesus, Who taught
us that our Father wants a loving, close “Daddy”
relationship with each of His children.

This book is reverently dedicated to Abba.





Introduction

To Fully Live, Live a Life of Love

I once planned to ask God for a special grace when the time to go home was upon me: “Give me a few moments more to enjoy a baby’s smile … the laughter of a child … the love of my family … the warmth of treasured friendships. And to tell you, Lord, how grateful I am for You in my life … for my beautiful country, my family, and my life.”

God replied in a gentle voice: “I have a better idea, my child. Take these moments now. Take them fully, making them a part of your everyday life. Living the life I shaped you for is all about love—My love. I’m in that baby’s smile. You can hear me in the glorious laughter of a child. You can feel My love in the love of family members one for another. The warmth of old friendships is My love. I know you are mine, but your busyness keeps you half alive. Let yourself feel My presence, My love, in everything around you. You’ll get a sense of what lies ahead. You will become radiantly alive. This is my dream for you. This will give Me great joy.”

With a full and trembling heart I made a solemn commitment: “I will live Your dream for me: a life of love—Your love: sensing, receiving, sharing, and giving it.”

I’ve had my share of love in my life. I was married to a wonderful woman for fifty-four years, Ginny, and then, when Ginny was gone, was blessed to find love with another woman, Meryl, with whom I shared my life for another five years. I’ve enjoyed the love of children, and that of many friends. But it is in discovering the deepest, richest, fullest love possible—God’s love—and an active, interactive relationship with Him, that I’ve come to know what life is all about.

His dream for me—to sense, receive, and share His love in and out of every hour of my life—is also His dream for you. And I’m here to tell you, it is possible. Come, let’s explore what I call our “LifeGates”, and discover where we are on the journey, and how we might get one step further toward a deeper, richer, fuller life with God. Because a relationship with God is not something one attains—it’s something you’re already a part of (whether you realize it or not).
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chapter 1
The Invitation to Friendship


Jesus was very clear on what it takes to be His friend:

“You are my friends if you do whatever I command you.”

—JOHN 15:14

And He commands us to love one another:

“This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”

—JOHN 15:12

But we cannot do what pleases God apart from Him:

“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”

—JOHN 15:5

To live with Jesus in us, to do what He commands and understand what pleases Him, we must be awakened believers, not asleep. Jesus spoke the words above as He was getting ready to go home. He was giving instructions to His disciples on how to live a full, joyous life; a life lived to the full here … not the counterfeit life of one asleep to our Lord.

“These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you and that your joy may be full.”

—JOHN 15:11

I couldn’t always hear God’s voice. I was a workaholic, working six long days a week and sleeping in on Sunday mornings. Sunday afternoons, I tended my garden. I was too busy to hear His voice. I was a “casual” Christian for the first twenty years of my marriage. Most of the time it was my wife who took our children to Sunday School while she attended church alone. It wasn’t until our young daughter Debbie fell ill with spinal cancer that I woke up. I was trying to live a moral, honest life alone. I know about being asleep. That was me. During this period, there were a few years where I taught a Sunday School class. I attended a couples club at our church. I was doing all the right things, on a surface level. And yet I was a seeker without knowing it. And God was seeking me.

When Debbie fell ill my world caved in. Our neighbors, friends, and many others came to our support, but it wasn’t, of course, enough to stave off the desperation of a parent slowly losing a child.

One night there was a knock at our front door. Standing there was the most famous faith healer in our country.

She said, “Hello, I am Kathryn Kuhlman. I don’t know why I am here.”

I said, “Come in. I will show you why.” I had never met her and had not asked her to come to our home. She told me she never made house calls. She had been directed all the way from Long Beach, California to our home in Encino, in the San Fernando Valley, by God. We went into our family room, which we had converted to what we called a “Life Center” with round-the-clock nurses. We all joined hands and prayed.

Despite our highest hopes, Debbie wasn’t miraculously healed. I believed almost to the end that He was telling me that my daughter would be healed while here—but what He had told me was that she would be “all right.” That is what I pinned my hopes on, and Kathryn’s visit encouraged me on that track.

A friend brought back a vial of water from Lourdes, France, a famous healing site. It was gray and if we had put it under a microscope, it probably would have had every bacillus known to man. It came from the bathing pool of sick people seeking healing; as a sign of faith, the attendants of those who are ill drink some of the water every day. In accordance, we did the same—each drinking half of the vial (I was struggling with cancer myself at the time). Sadly, God did not choose to heal us at that point. As the pain increased for Debbie, I came to the point that I prayed a prayer of release for her. “God, you are the God of justice and mercy. This is not justice and it is not mercy. Heal her now or take her home … now.” Within ten minutes of that prayer, He took her home. As I look back on these moments I believe God was telling me that Debbie would not be healed on this earth, but rather in heaven. She was all right—more than all right—once home in heaven.

I know she is in radiant health now, because she is in heaven. I know that people asleep to Christ tend to believe that miracles are hogwash. But folks, they are reality. And Debbie’s death was a huge turning point in my relationship with God. For years, I could not care whether I lived or died. But slowly, ever so slowly, he brought me back to life—and so much more.

When you read, “I in you, you in Me”, there is only one interpretation of His meaning (John 15:5). His love is such that He wants to be a Best Friend of yours. He wants to offer Himself to you, and you to offer yourself to Him. Every person is invited to become best friends with God. That God can be “best” friends with every person remains a mystery—beyond our human understanding or human capability. But it is entirely within the capacity and heart of an infinite, loving God.


Friendship Is Relationship

Friendship involves a mutuality of giving and receiving—it is a relationship. From the beginning, that is what God desired between Himself and His creation. He longed for the fellowship of a creature with the free will to enter into fellowship, or deny it. Jesus taught us that we are His friends, if we do what He commands (John 15:14). In the highest expression of love, He sacrificed Himself for the relationship He wanted with His creation—true friendship (John 15:13). He longed for the intimacy that comes from knowing Him as Father and Creator, even as He knows His children and His creation. Does God desire a relationship with every person He has created? Indeed, He does. God desires a relationship with you, and He desires that the relationship be that of “intimate friend.” In our divine friendship with God, we give ourselves to Him and He gives Himself to us. Nothing can be more precious or profound.

Like a true friend, God does not force the relationship. He invites us, beckons us to desire the relationship, and to enter into it with all that we are and ever hope to be.

Christ says to you, “Give me your heart. I will come and live within you” (see Ephesians 3:17). When that occurs, a relationship is forged that makes failure impossible. You have a relationship with the infinite, all-powerful, and all-knowing God. He never fails! And because He is in you, and your identity is fully in Him, you can never fail! Nothing can defeat you—no enemy, not even death.

The apostle Paul said it so well:

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? …

But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (ROMANS 8:35, 37–39 NAST)

Friendship is not rooted in religion, although worship is most definitely involved. Friendship is not bound up in ritual, although traditions certainly develop between friends. Think about your relationships with other men and women. Friendship is communicating, loving, sharing, knowing. It is this kind of relationship that God hungers for from you.

Good attaches itself to good. God is good. The best of you becomes linked to the Best there is, and in the process of the developing friendship, God bestows His character and rewards upon those who seek to know Him intimately. What could possibly be better for you than knowing—really knowing—the Light of the World as your Best Friend?

I had a home in Maui for over twenty years. “Aloha”, in its broadest and most precise definition, means: “I give all of my love to you.” What does it mean to give all your love to God? Are you holding back a little—or a lot—of what you might give Him?

Friendship Involves a Process

No genuine and deep friendship emerges full-blown in the moment two persons are introduced. In truth, nothing happens instantly or “overnight” in the world in which we live. In fact, in order to come up with something happening instantly and overnight, you probably need to go back to Creation! And then, it was God doing the instant creation and implementation. Human beings are incapable of instant creation, instant implementation, or instant processing. We are creatures bound in time, and we develop and grow over time.

My life’s work has been focused on developing, testing, and refining effective processes. Deciphering what might be and then turning the “what” into “how” are two inseparable and vitally important steps toward constructing a good strategic plan. Both the creation of the plan and the implementation of the plan involve processes.

To truly understand friendship with God, or with anyone else, a person must catch a glimpse of understanding about what a deep and intimate friendship might be, in comparison to the present state of the relationship. A person must then discover or learn how to move from what is to what might be.

Process begins with perspective—with an awareness of what is and what is possible. To be even more accurate, process begins with developing a right perspective about what really is and what really is possible. Reality is only as accurate as one’s perspective.

A Spiritual Life That’s Real

Has anyone ever told you to “live in the real world?” I’ve heard that phrase in the business community a great deal in the last forty years, and I may have given it as advice to some who prefer pie-in-the-sky theory to the practicalities of life.

I am primarily interested in knowing more about the “processes” of life—the real processes that can be understood in terms of how things function. I want to know what works—and works well. I want to know what steps need to be taken, how, and in which order so I might reach specific identifiable and definable goals. I want a real life that functions in a real world with real processes, real how-to’s, and real achievable goals.

You probably agree.

Where we might disagree is on this: I want my spiritual life to be as real as any other aspect of my life because my spiritual life is my life. Boil everything else down to what lasts and what’s important and you are going to come up with things that are spiritual. If your spiritual life isn’t “real”, you’re missing a part of your real life—a life that God wants to be as rich and full as possible.

Most people I have met in my life regard spiritual things as mysterious, unknown, vague, “seen through a glass darkly”, or in some way, unfathomable. They regard the real world as the world they can see, hear, taste, smell, and touch. To them the spiritual world is otherworldly—it is a dimension that cannot be fully known and therefore isn’t as real as the tangible world.

For most people …

The real world is the tangible, natural world that can be known.

The mysterious world is the intangible, spiritual world that cannot be known.

There’s only one problem with that.

Jesus said it should be the other way around! He said the spiritual world is the real world. It’s the world that should become clear to us. It is the world we should know the most about! (see 2 Peter 2:5, 9).

If we are to see things as they are, and as they are shaping up to be, we must develop a correct perspective about what is real and what is illusion—not from our earthly perspective, but from God’s perspective. As Christians, our anchor in developing God’s perspective is the Word of God.

Let’s address a little further this issue of illusion and reality.

The older I get, the less I am sure what reality is. Much of what appears real is only illusion. We may appear to be solid, but we know from science that we are not. Atomic physics gave way to subatomic physics. We gave names to odd particles—quarks, for example. Strangely enough, quarks kept disappearing. So, scientists came to grasp the concept that everything is energy. Field theory emerged. The natural conclusion was that we are more “space” than “solid.” Some things are simply denser than others.

There is a vast difference between illusion and reality in virtually all dimensions of life. Consider the following statements under the caption “Illusion”—things many people spend decades believing to be “real.” Bonnie May, my friend and caregiver, remembers a wonderful line in a very old movie: “Illusions are dangerous people: they have no faults.” Illusions always appear perfect. On the other hand, there are a number of things that we sometimes come to realize are real in spite of decades believing otherwise:


ILLUSION

• “Things are the source of a sense of well-being; the more I can buy, the happier I’ll be.”

• “I can be whatever I want to become.”

• “I don’t need God in my life.”

• “God isn’t real.”

• “Satan doesn’t exist.”

• “Being a believer is all I need to lead a fulfilled life.”

REALITY

• “Money can easily rule my life.” Reality!

• “I can become what God shaped me to become.” Reality!

• “We are here to glorify God by loving and serving others.” Reality!

• “God is love and love is our deepest need.” Reality!

•“This world and all that is in it is from God. He is the Master Designer. We are His vision.” Reality!

• “Satan is the ruler of this planet.” Reality!

• “The path of an abundant life—the one-hundredfold life—is one used only by His saints. Surrender is the way to sainthood.” Reality!

I am firmly convinced that we are called to live in a new reality. When we become friends of God (more on that in chapter 3) we become new, inside and out. We are put into a new dimension of life where suddenly everything is more real than we ever imagined. The old “us” has passed away and truly, all things have become new.

I am firmly convinced that God wants to save all of us. He wants every person to live a joyous, fulfilled life—a life at peace with Him, ourselves, and the world at large. A believer’s destiny is to find her being in Him. We are here to serve Him. That is what’s real. HE is reality.

Truly to “get real” is to know God as our Father. It is to accept His Son, Jesus Christ, as the One who saves us from sin’s grip. It is to be filled with God’s Holy Spirit and live a new life that He both prescribes and enables us to live.

Beyond the Gospels, the New Testament writers repeatedly proclaim that the real world is the spirit world. Everything in the natural world flows first from the spiritual world. The process begins in the spirit and manifests itself in the natural.

If we want to “get real”, we need to “get into the spiritual.”

Do you find yourself asking, “Ohhh-kaaay, Tom. How do I do that?”

You are not alone! Many believers have told me they have very little understanding about how to “get real” when it comes to the spiritual. For too many years that was certainly true of me. I don’t believe, however, that Jesus would have told us to get real about the spiritual if He didn’t think we could. I don’t believe the apostle Paul and other writers of the New Testament would have told us that the spiritual reality was the important reality in which we live and move and have our being if they didn’t think it was possible. The truth is, the spiritual life in Christ Jesus can be understood and pursued as the greatest reality. We can “get real” about matters of spiritual growth and maturity.

Where Do We Begin?

Have you ever felt that Christianity as practiced by most Christians is long on talk and short on living out a vibrant friendship with God? I have! Much of the talk in our churches focuses on trying to understand a little more about who God the Father is, who Jesus is, and who the Holy Spirit is. Sometimes we don’t even deal with that—focusing instead on what a good church does and what a good church member ought to do.

Where we fall woefully short is in gaining perspective on these critical “what is real” issues:

• What are the characteristics of an immature believer in Christ Jesus?

• What are the characteristics of a mature believer in Christ Jesus?

• What are the characteristics of a sold-out Christian?

• What are the characteristics of an abundant life in Christ Jesus?

• What are the characteristics of a person who is experiencing the grace of God?

• What are the characteristics of a person who has been empowered by the Spirit of God?

• What are the characteristics of a Christian who is growing in faith?

If we can’t answer these questions that deal with perspective, we don’t have much understanding of the overall process of growth and maturity in the Christian life.

Unless we understand the process of spiritual transformation and growth, we can’t know where we are in the process! If we can’t define a “mature” believer in Christ Jesus, how can we understand how to move from immaturity to maturity? If we don’t know the qualities of an abundant life, how can we know if what we are currently doing on a day-to-day basis will produce such a life?

Perspective gives definitions, framework, descriptions, and a clear understanding of what is, what will be if nothing changes, and what can be if certain changes are made.

Because very few Christians have a clear perspective on the spiritual life that can be theirs in Christ Jesus, they are also woefully short on good “how-to’s” when it comes to living the Christian life.

It may be helpful to pause at this point and ask and answer some reflective questions. Keep your answers simple—don’t overanalyze! If you don’t know the answers, just move on; the purpose of this book is to identify where we are on the walk of faith and how to move on to the next LifeGate. I’m confident that if you don’t have any answers for the questions below, you will by the time you finish reading this book.

1. What are the characteristics of a mature believer in Christ?

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

2. What are the characteristics of an abundant life in Christ Jesus?

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

3. What are the characteristics of a person who is experiencing the grace of God?

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

4. What are the characteristics of a Christian who is growing in faith?

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Okay, now consider these next questions. Just write a sentence or two—again, I’m aiming to help you figure out where you are now and where you are going next. No one will read it but you.

• How can I be a good Christian?

• How can I develop spiritual maturity?

• How can I grow closer to the Lord?

• How can I know for sure that I am doing the right thing?

• How can I evaluate where I am in my faith walk?

• How will I know I have developed spiritual maturity?

Do you have clear, concise, provable answers?

Or do you just hope that if you continue to do what you’ve been doing that you will somehow arrive at a place you can’t really define?

Here is a helpful acrostic for HOW that my caregiver, Bonnie May, taught me:

H Honesty

O Open-mindedness

W Willingness

“How” requires these three values applied on all fronts.

My conclusion is this: We who make up the body of Christ have very little understanding of the process that transforms an unbeliever into a spiritually mature Christian, and unless we understand the process, we aren’t going anywhere very effectively, efficiently, or fast. We must wake up as Christians and get a clear understanding about where we are going, and how to get there.

That’s what this book is all about.


The Process of Transcending

God’s Word outlines for us a transcendence process that covers the “whats” and “hows” of the Christian life. Those who seek God embark on a journey, or a path that takes the person upward and onward spiritually—including onward and upward into eternity. Like all processes, transcendence to living on the Divine level can be segmented into “stages.” Although these stages may vary in length of time from person to person, they do not vary in sequence. All people who embark on a spiritual journey go through the same stages in the same sequence, regardless of culture, nationality, race, age, or sex. Between the stages we have what I call “LifeGates.” These amount to trigger points—they are events, circumstances, or actions that compel a person to move from one stage to the next. The circumstance or event of a LifeGate is different for each person. The circumstance is initially “external” but quickly becomes “internal.”

Why be concerned with these stages and LifeGates? Most of us have an innate but very real need to know where we are spiritually, where we are in the midst of our relationship with God. As with any relationship we wish to grow, we need both validation and challenge. We benefit also by gaining an understanding about where others around us may be in their spiritual walk. Having these insights makes us better evangelists and edifiers. Perhaps most importantly, we each need to be challenged to move to an even higher level in our spiritual life. We need to be encouraged and admonished to grow into the fullness of life that God desires for us to experience and enjoy. We need to know how to become even more intimate in our friendship with the Lord.

We also gain insight as we look back to where we have been. The truth is, we all begin at the same place spiritually—we begin “asleep.”

Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.
And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us
and given Himself for us, an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.

—EPHESIANS 5:1–2



chapter 2
The Stages of Transcendence

The Path of the Christ-Filled Life

I perceive eight stages of transcendence within which are what I term the seven LifeGates. A LifeGate is a supra turning point in your life. Your future will be markedly different than your past. A decision for Christ as your Savior—conversion—is a LifeGate—as is surrender. As this book has been developed around these stages, it is wise to briefly explain each stage of the transformation process:



	ASLEEP

	A life asleep to our Lord is a counterfeit life, a half life, not the joyous, full life promised by Jesus (John 15:11).




	AWAKING FROM SLEEP

	LifeGate 1: Man is born with a basic conflict within him. We are born with a free will and must choose between good and evil, love and hatred (Ephesians 1:4).




	SEEKING AND FINDING

	LifeGate?: The Spirit awakens. Seekers recognize that God is knocking at the door of their heart. It may be through a personal encounter with a believer, a sermon, a gentle nudge that will not go away, prayer, or some other introduction to God’s love for us. But a response is required of us. In truth it is God seeking us (Ephesians 5:14).




	CONVERTING

	LifeGate 3: The Spirit converts. We are birthed into the Kingdom and become a new person in Christ. Jesus said that it is essential to enter the Kingdom of God that we are born of water and the Spirit (John 3:5).




	YIELDING

	LifeGate 4: Yielding is present-active tense. We choose to claim the fullness of a life in Christ. God wants us to not only accept Jesus as Savior (Conversion) but to yield to Him as Lord. The fullness of a life in Christ requires that moment by moment, step by step, day by day, we are guided by our Lord, and hear the ongoing voice of the Holy Spirit, deep within our spirit (2 Chronicles 30:8).




	SURRENDERING

	LifeGate 5: In Yielding we accept Jesus as our Lord; in Surrendering we deny self and choose to live the life He pours into and through us. He takes full hold of us. Unless we surrender none of us can do the higher works God has ordained for us (2 Chronicles 30:8, Romans 6:13).




	ANOINTING

	LifeGate 6: It is through the LifeGate of Anointing that the Holy Spirit unleashes a person’s full potential for service. The Holy Spirit calls-“installs” a person as a God-“appointed” servant. We cannot anoint ourselves (Luke 4:18)




	SANCTIFIED SERVING

	LifeGate 7: Jesus is our role model when it comes to service. His earthly life is our example. We are heirs of God and joint heirs with Him and are free to accept our birthright. “Follow Me” or not. It’s our choice; it is not a burden. It is our privilege. It is the source of fulfillment, purpose, a meaningful life and exhilarating joy. God’s plan is for His children to be witnesses of His grace, ministers of His mercy and compassion (Romans 6:19).





To master our life as a Christian we must live according to God’s will and His rules (2 Timothy 2:5).

In the mid-1970s I was living in Northridge, California, and significantly remodeled our home. I bought two custom oak doors for the front entrance and asked my carpenter to install them. He said that he would not do it. “They require a master, Tom.”

“How do I get a master?”

“The door company will have two or three.”

I purchased these doors from the largest door manufacturer in Southern California. I called them: “Do you have master door hangers?”

“We have three”, was their answer.

I asked, “Whom do I wait for longest?”

They gave me his name and I asked for his phone number. I would have to wait several weeks, and I did so gladly. My carpenter asked me if he could come over and watch the master install my beautiful doors.

I was working at the dining room table, which was within feet of where the doors were being installed. My carpenter asked the door installer: “How did you become a master?”

He replied, “Son, I studied every step of the process. Next, I learned how to do it as well as it could possibly be done. Third, I then learned how to do it as rapidly as it could be done. And those, my boy, are the keys to making money hanging custom doors.”

I have always marveled at his wisdom. In fact, these are the keys to mastering everything: painting, sculpting, architecture … and becoming an Everyday Saint*:

1. Know every step.

2. Do each step of the process as well as it can be done.

3. Do each step as rapidly as it can possibly be done.

By “rapidly”, I do not mean rush it. Think no mistakes. With every step, just try to get it right the first time. In China, students learn to make an ideograph that conveys all the intelligence and emotion to be conveyed in a single stroke. They cannot go back and fudge it here and there to make it right. That’s what I’m getting at—we need to become so adept and aware of what we’re doing that we model excellence, even in our developing spirituality.



A tremendous void in the Church is the near absence of pastoral training in human behavior. Very few Christians come to the absolute surrender that Andrew Murray wrote about more eloquently than any other pastor: “The soul utterly given up to God will receive in its emptying the fullness of the Holy Spirit.” We must be empty vessels if we wish for God to fill us with more of Him.

Make the teachings of Jesus who you are; so internalized that you do not have to stop and think about the correct response in a given situation.

Through God’s Word we can know all of Jesus’ teachings. In John 15:15 (NASB) Jesus says: “I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.”

The spiritual transcendence process is essentially one from sinner to fully surrendered, anointed-for-sanctified-service Everyday Saint. I think of this process as an ongoing path for the believer, one each of us is walking. There is no finish line on this earth, and, I suspect, not in heaven either. The path is also one of an upward progression. When we transcend we go beyond our best, we surpass, rise above. We also transform, change our nature as part of the transcendence process. The Lord does not desire to “fix” you. He creates. He is the Creator and He desires to create a new life within you.

As a believer, you are a pilgrim. Dictionary.com defines “pilgrim” not as those early New Worlders who settled America, but rather as “a person who journeys, esp. a long distance, to some sacred place as an act of religious devotion.” This world is not your destination. Our “journey to a sacred place” is actually our sojourn here on Earth, en route to heaven. You might be wise to pause and ask yourself, “Where am I in my pilgrimage?” “Which descriptions best apply to me?” “Which descriptions best outline the future I want?” “Is my ultimate destination heaven?” “Do I know I’ll reach my destination?”

I encourage you to pause for reflection. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you what He desires for you. Ask Him to show you His path for your becoming the person with whom our Heavenly Father wants to spend eternity. Ask Him to reveal what He desires to cleanse, purify, and transform within you.

Evaluate as well your own readiness to take the next step in your spiritual life. Thomas Merton wrote: “Time is given to us not to keep a faith we once had but to acquire a faith we need now.” The journey never ends this side of heaven, friends. There’s always a new step we can take, a new discovery we can make about the spiritual life, and life in relationship with God.

Are you ready to let God remake the substance of your life: all things new, inside and out?


His love is in a tender glance, and in the
golden moments of dawn;
His Love is in softly spoken words of prayer,
and in the streams of sun dappling the silent forest floor.
His Love is in the touch of a hand, which, without words, says,
“I care”, and in the glorious promise of a rainbow,
Which gives us hope. His Love is in an unexpected kindness,
and in the shining sea, which cries, “See me, enjoy me!
” His Love is in the air; it’s everywhere … eternity visiting earth,
a glimpse of heaven within time; life itself …
For to love is to live and be loved.
Seize it, give it to all, live it, and experience God. Life will never be the same again, for with each new day,
You will become more like Him.
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ASLEEP

Seven LifeGates:
The stairway to the transcendent life in the here and now.



chapter 3
Awakening from Sleep


LifeGate 1

Are you awake and ready to receive the Lord’s forgiveness and then to forgive yourself for whatever it is you regret? Are you ready to forget the sins and sorrows of the past and move forward?

The Lord Jesus is waiting for you. He desires to forgive you and help you move beyond your past. He is ready to accomplish something totally new in you and through you.

Are you awake and ready to let go and let God guide your life? Are you ready to let go of everything else and cooperate fully with Him?
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