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PART ONE


Getting Started



CHAPTER 1

SHSAT Basics


CHAPTER OBJECTIVES

By the end of this chapter, you will be able to:


	Answer common questions about the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test

	Take advantage of the test’s structure

	Approach the questions strategically





Common Questions About the SHSAT

You’re using this book because you’re serious about attending high school at Brooklyn Latin, Stuyvesant, Bronx Science, Brooklyn Tech, City College, Lehman College, Staten Island Tech, or York College. You probably already know that if you want to go to one of these specialized high schools, you have to take the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT). Fortunately, there are some steps you can take to maximize your score. Essentially, you need to:


	Understand the structure of the test

	Hone your Math and English Language Arts skills

	Develop strategies and test-taking techniques

	Practice what you’ve learned



The Specialized High Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT) is a standardized test. It’s certainly not easy, but it is a fairly predictable test. This means that you can prepare for the content and question types that you’ll see on Test Day.

Before delving into the specific content and strategies you will need to perform well on the SHSAT, you should know some basic information about the test. Please note that Kaplan strives to provide the most up-to-date information based on the latest publicly-released data provided by the New York City Department of Education.

Why Should I Take the SHSAT?

If you want to attend high school at Brooklyn Latin, Stuyvesant, Bronx Science, Brooklyn Tech, City College, Lehman College, Staten Island Tech, or York College, you must take the SHSAT. It is the sole criterion for admission. This means that your grades, extracurricular activities, and so on play no role in the admissions process. Do not take the test if you are not serious about attending one of the schools! If you score high enough to be accepted at a school, you will be expected to attend.

Who Administers the Test?

The New York City Department of Education administers the test. The Department of Education is composed of teachers and administrators who decide what students at New York City high schools need to learn.


SHSAT EXPERT NOTE

The full name of the test is the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test. SHSAT is just a bit easier to say.



How Is the Test Scored?

Composite Score

The Composite Score is based on 800 points. The number of correct answers from the Math and English Language Arts (ELA) sections determines the Composite Score. In calculating the Composite Score, the Math and ELA sections are weighted equally.

Raw Score

The Raw Score is the sum of the correct answers from each section. There are 57 questions per section; however, 10 questions per section are experimental. The experimental questions are not scored. Therefore, the maximum number of scored answers per section is 47. Overall, the highest Raw Score for the total test is 94. The Raw Score is converted to the 800-point scale to determine the Composite Score.

Experimental Questions

The 10 experimental questions per section are mixed in with the scored questions. You will not know if a question is experimental or scored. Therefore, you should answer all questions as if they will be scored.

What Is a “Good Score”?

That’s a good question, but there is no magic number that will guarantee admission. Admission to each specialized high school works like this: the Department of Education identifies the number of places available at each school. If there are 500 spaces available at Stuyvesant, the Board of Education accepts the top 500 scorers who identified Stuyvesant as their first choice. Therefore, you should just work to get the best score you can.

What Should I Bring to the Test?

You need your admissions ticket, two or more No. 2 pencils, an eraser, and a watch that does not contain a calculator. You may not bring a calculator to the test.

Taking Advantage of the SHSAT’s Structure

You can be confident that the test will look very similar to the test-like practice in this book. Therefore, you can take advantage of the test’s predictability and use what you know about the structure to raise your score.

You Do Not Need to Answer the Questions in Order

Usually, when taking a test, you automatically answer the questions in the order that they’re written. However, there are a lot of questions on the SHSAT, and you may be able to make it easier on yourself by doing the questions you find easier first. For example, if you’re good at Reading Comprehension questions, build your confidence and grab some quick points by doing them first. Or if you have a tough time with coordinate geometry, skip the coordinate geometry questions and go back to them when you have time.

You Can Move Between Sections

Most standardized tests don’t let you move between sections or go back and check your work on a section you’ve already completed. On the SHSAT, however, you can go back to the English Language Arts section after you’ve finished the Math section.

There Is No Penalty for Wrong Answers

A correct answer is a correct answer. It makes no difference to your score if you get the question correct by solving the question or by guessing. Of course, you should solve the questions you know, but there’s no harm in guessing when you don’t know how to answer a question or are running out of time. Remember, you have a 0 percent chance of getting a question correct if you leave it blank. Your chances of getting a multiple-choice question correct if you guess are at least 25 percent. Go with the odds.

Answer Grid Tips

Don’t lose valuable points on the test by misgridding! The answer choices are labeled A–D and E–H to help you keep track of answers.

Always circle questions you skip in your test book.

Whenever you choose not to answer a question, circle the entire question in your test book. This can help you in two ways. The first is that it will be easier to find the questions you skipped if they’re circled. The second is that you are less likely to misgrid when you skip questions if you clearly mark the ones you skip. Anything that will help you approach the test efficiently is worth doing. Circling questions that you skip is relatively effortless and can save you time. Just make sure to go back and erase any extra marks on your answer grid before you’re done.

Always circle the answer you choose in your test book.

A great way to avoid careless gridding errors is to circle your answers in the test book. If you circle your answers, you can quickly check your circled answers against your gridded answers to make sure that you did not misgrid. Additionally, if you have time to recheck your answers, it’s easier to do this if the answers are circled.

Grid your answers in blocks of five.

Don’t grid in each answer after you answer each question. Instead, grid in your answers after every five questions. As you’re entering the answers into the grid, think to yourself, “1, A,” “2, G,” and so on. This will help you to avoid any omissions. Since questions alternate between A–D choices and E–H choices, you should be able to catch a mistake if you have skipped a question or entered answers onto the wrong line.

Approaching SHSAT Questions Strategically

As important as it is to know the setup of the SHSAT, it is equally important to have a system for attacking the questions. You wouldn’t venture onto the subway for the first time without looking at a map, and you shouldn’t approach the SHSAT without a plan. Remember, the more knowledge you have about the test and the questions, the better you’ll be able to take control of the test. The following is the best way to approach SHSAT questions systematically.

Think About the Questions Before You Look at the Answers

It’s hard to emphasize strenuously enough precisely how important this strategy is. Basically, it’s really, really important! One of the most damaging mistakes that students make when taking the SHSAT is that they jump immediately from the question to the answer choices without stopping to think first. This is particularly true with the Reading Comprehension questions, but it is a problem with most question types. Here’s what will happen if you read the questions and then go directly to the answer choices: you will be confronted with very tempting, but very wrong, answer choices. If you take the time to think before looking at the choices, you will be much less likely to fall for the traps.


SHSAT EXPERT NOTE

Try to predict the answer–or at least think about it–before you look at the answer choices. If nothing else, you may realize what the answer won’t be. This will help you to avoid the tempting “traps” set by the test maker.



Use Strategies and Guess Strategically

You’ll learn more about Kaplan’s strategies later, but the gist of them is that sometimes there are shortcuts to solving problems and guessing strategically. No one sees your work, so you do not have to solve problems the way you would in school. Any method that gets you the correct answer is the “right” way on the SHSAT. Additionally, because there is no penalty for wrong answers, don’t leave any questions blank!

Pace Yourself

The SHSAT gives you a lot of questions in a relatively short period of time. To get through the test, you need to be in control of your pace. Remember, although you should enter an answer for every question, you don’t have to answer every question correctly to score well. There are a few strategies you can employ to take control of your pace.


	Don’t spend too much time on any one question. You can always circle a question and come back to it later.

	Give yourself a rough time limit for each question—move on if you run out of time.

	Be flexible—you can answer questions out of order.

	Don’t spend more than 5 minutes on any one Reading passage—keep reading and move on. Remember, your points come from answering the questions.

	Practice under timed conditions.




SHSAT EXPERT NOTE

Taking control of your pace and practicing test-like timing will help improve your testing experience.



Locate Quick Points If You’re Running Out of Time

Some questions can be answered more quickly than others. Some are simply amenable to shortcuts. For example, a Reading question that contains a line number or asks for the meaning of a specific phrase may be easier to answer more quickly than one that does not give you such a clue. Other questions will be easier because of your particular strengths. For example, if you’re comfortable with geometry and are running out of time, look for the geometry questions.


SHSAT EXPERT NOTE

You know your strengths and weaknesses better than anyone else. Use this knowledge to work through the test efficiently.




CHAPTER 2

Inside the SHSAT


CHAPTER OBJECTIVES

By the end of this chapter, you will be able to:


	Describe the structure of the test, how it is scored, and the timing of each section

	Pace yourself effectively during the test





Structure of the Test

The SHSAT is a standardized test, which means that it is predictable. Therefore, you can take control and build your confidence by knowing what to expect. When you sit down to take the test, you should know what the test will look like, how it will be scored, and how long you’ll have to complete it.

On the SHSAT, you’ll see 57 English Language Arts and 57 Math questions on the test. The English Language Arts and Math sections are equally weighted.

English Language Arts Section

The English Language Arts section is the first section on the test. It contains 57 questions and accounts for half of your total points on the SHSAT. The suggested time for the section is 90 minutes, or 1 hour and 30 minutes. All 57 questions are multiple-choice questions that assess revising/editing skills and reading comprehension.

Math

The Math section is the second section on the test. It contains 57 questions and accounts for half of your total points on the SHSAT. The suggested time for the section is 90 minutes, or 1 hour and 30 minutes. The first 5 questions are grid-in, and the remaining 52 questions are multiple-choice.

Scoring

Scoring for the SHSAT is a little different. It’s not that the scoring is difficult to understand; it’s just that individual scores matter only to the extent that they are above or below a cutoff line, and that cutoff changes each year depending on how that group of students performs on the test.

Here’s how the scoring works. First, you get a Raw Score based on the number of questions you answer correctly. The test contains 114 questions. 94 of the questions are worth 1 “raw” point, and 20 are experimental questions that aren’t scored. The maximum Raw Score is therefore 94.

Next, your Raw Score is multiplied by a formula known only to the Department of Education to arrive at a Scaled Score. You receive a Scaled Score for each section and a Composite Score for the entire test. The highest possible Composite Score is 800.

Admission to all specialized high schools (except LaGuardia) is based solely on your Composite Score. The way this works is that all of the students are ranked from high score to low score and then assigned to the school of their first preference until all the available seats are filled. For example, if Stuyvesant had exactly 500 spaces available and the top 500 scorers all picked Stuyvesant as their first choice, all 500 scorers would be admitted. If the 501st scorer listed Stuyvesant as her first choice and Bronx Science as her second choice, she would be assigned to Bronx Science. Therefore, scores are relative; it matters only whether they are above the cutoff, but there is no way of accurately knowing what the cutoff score will be. All you know is that you should do your best to get the highest score possible and increase your chances.

Timing

Here’s the way timing works on the SHSAT, which is different from a lot of other standardized tests. You’ll 
have 180 minutes to complete the entire test. It is recommended that you spend approximately half the time (90 minutes, or 1 hour and 30 minutes) on each section. However, if you finish the English Language Arts section early, you can move on to the Math section without waiting for the 90 minutes to end. Similarly, if you finish the Math section with time to spare, you can go back over both the Math and English Language Arts sections of the test.

What this means is that you have both the freedom to structure your time and the responsibility to use your time wisely. While you can spend more than 90 minutes working on the first section, it may not be wise to do so. However, the flexibility you have in skipping around and going back to one section after finishing the other gives you ample opportunity to play to your strengths.

The Schools

In addition to preparing for the test, you should be doing some research about the schools. Remember, if you get accepted into a school, you will be expected to attend. Therefore, you want to make an informed decision here. The best way to get information about the schools is to contact them or check out their websites. Here’s the contact information for each school:








	The Bronx High School of Science
	75 West 205th Street
Bronx, NY 10468
(718) 817-7700
www.bxscience.edu




	The Brooklyn Latin School
	223 Graham Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11206
(718) 366-0154
www.brooklynlatin.org




	Brooklyn Technical High School
	29 Fort Greene Place
Brooklyn, NY 11217
(718) 804-6400
www.bths.edu




	Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts
	100 Amsterdam Avenue
New York, NY 10023
(212) 496-0700
www.laguardiahs.org




	High School for Math, Science, and Engineering at the City College of New York
	240 Convent Avenue
New York, NY 10031
(212) 281-6490
www.hsmse.org




	High School of American Studies at Lehman College
	2925 Goulden Avenue
Bronx, NY 10468
(718) 329-2144
www.hsas-lehman.org




	Queens High School for the Sciences at York College
	94-50 159th Street
Jamaica, NY 11451
(718) 657-3181
www.qhss.org




	Staten Island Technical High School
	485 Clawson Street
Staten Island, NY 10306
(718) 667-3222
www.siths.org




	Stuyvesant High School
	345 Chambers Street
New York, NY 10282
(212) 312-4800
stuy.enschool.org






Do some research. Talk to your parents, teachers, and guidance counselor. Some factors that you may want to consider are these:


	Location

	Condition of facilities

	Class size

	School size

	Areas of concentration

	Advanced Placement courses

	Research programs

	Availability of hands-on tech courses

	College courses offered

	Extracurricular activities





PART TWO


SHSAT English Language Arts



CHAPTER 3

Introducing SHSAT English Language Arts


CHAPTER OBJECTIVES

By the end of this chapter, you will be able to:


	Identify the format and timing of the SHSAT English Language Arts section

	Apply tips and strategies to the SHSAT English Language Arts section





English Language Arts Overview

The English Language Arts section is the first section on the test. It contains 57 questions and accounts for half of your total points on the SHSAT. The suggested time for the section is 90 minutes, or 1 hour and 30 minutes. To complete all 57 questions within the suggested timing of 90 minutes, it is helpful to follow these pacing guidelines:








	English Language Arts Subsection
	Pacing





	Revising/Editing Stand-Alone Questions
	~1 minute per stand-alone question
~[image: image] minutes per passage-based question



	Revising/Editing Passage(s)



	Reading Comprehension
	Up to 5 minutes reading each passage
Up to 1 minute per question





The Question Types

Revising/Editing Stand-Alone Questions

The beginning of the Revising/Editing section will look similar to the following:


REVISING/EDITING

IMPORTANT NOTE

The Revising/Editing section includes Part A and Part B.




REVISING/EDITING Part A

DIRECTIONS: Answer the following questions, recognizing and correcting errors so that the sentences or paragraphs are grammatically correct. Re-read relevant parts of the text before choosing the best answer for each question, but be mindful of time. You may write in your test booklet to take notes.



The SHSAT English Language Arts section stand-alone questions will require you to apply your knowledge of sentence structure, punctuation, usage, knowledge of language, organization, and topic development.

Revising/Editing Passages

The beginning of the Revising/Editing Part B section will look like this:


REVISING/EDITING Part B

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage and answer the questions following it, improving the writing quality and correcting grammatical errors. Re-read relevant parts of the text before choosing the best answer for each question, but be mindful of time. You may write in your test booklet to take notes.



You will be asked to improve the organization and topic development of the passage(s).

Reading

The beginning of the Reading section will look like this:


READING COMPREHENSION

DIRECTIONS: Read the six passages and answer the corresponding questions. Re-read relevant parts of the text before choosing the best answer for each question, but be mindful of time. Base your answers only on the content within each passage. You may write in your test booklet to take notes.



The Reading Comprehension questions test your ability to understand what you’ve read. The passages will appear on a variety of topics such as science, social studies, humanities, poetry, and literary fiction. The Reading Comprehension questions will test your understanding of what you’ve read in the passages as well as information provided in accompanying tables, charts, or graphs.

How to Approach SHSAT English Language Arts

To do well on the SHSAT English Language Arts (ELA) section, you need to be systematic in your approach. In other words, you need to know how you are going to deal with each question type and the section as a whole before you open the test booklet. Knowing your strengths ahead of time is an important part of using a strategic approach. For example, if you find the Revising/Editing questions more difficult than Reading Comprehension, you can leave them for last. It’s up to you.

In addition, pacing is crucial. You have to be aware of your time and plan it well. In general, you want to spend the majority of your ELA time on the Reading passages and questions, while also making sure not to rush too quickly through the Revising/Editing questions.


Chapter 4

The Kaplan Method for Revising/Editing Text & Sentence Structure


CHAPTER OBJECTIVES

By the end of this chapter, you will be able to:


	Efficiently apply the Kaplan Method for Revising/Editing Text

	Determine the correct punctuation and/or conjunctions to form a complete sentence

	Identify and correct inappropriate modifier placement





The Kaplan Method for Revising/Editing Text

You will use the Kaplan Method for Revising/Editing Text to optimize your score on the SHSAT English Language Arts section. Be sure to use this method for every Revising/Editing question you encounter, whether practicing, completing your homework, working on a Practice Test, or taking the official test. The more you use the Kaplan Method, the more it will be second nature on Test Day.

The Kaplan Method for Revising/Editing Text has two steps:

Step 1: Examine the question stem and answer choices

Step 2: Select the most correct, concise, and relevant choice

Let’s take a closer look at each step.

Step 1: Examine the Question Stem and Answer Choices

Revising/Editing questions test sentence structure, usage, knowledge of language, organization, and topic development issues. Identifying what the question is asking before you carefully consider each answer choice will help you pinpoint your focus and save valuable time on Test Day.


	Read this sentence.

My science fair project, which took weeks for me to complete included information about how volcanoes are formed, how scientists predict eruptions, and how lava and magma differ.



Which edit should be made to correct the sentence?


	Delete the comma after project.

	Insert a comma after complete.

	Delete the comma after formed.

	Insert a comma after lava.







A. What type of issue do the question stem and answer choices indicate

Step 2: Select the Most Correct, Concise, and Relevant Choice

Your goal is to select the text that creates the most correct, concise, and relevant response. This means that the text:


	Has no grammatical errors

	Is brief, while retaining the writer’s intended meaning

	Is appropriate for the surrounding text



All three of these elements are vital for a choice to be correct. You will notice that many choices will correct an error but will incorrectly change the meaning of the text. In other instances, choices may keep the meaning the same and fix an error, but they might also incorrectly introduce an informal tone to an otherwise formal passage. Keep in mind, too, that while conciseness is a goal, the shortest answer choice will not always be the correct one, unless it accomplishes all three of the goals (correct, concise, and relevant).

B. The following table shows how the suggested edits in the answer choices, if implemented, would change the relevant text. Consider each of the options, decide to keep or eliminate the text, and indicate why.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. My science fair project which took weeks for me to complete included information about how volcanoes are formed, how scientists predict eruptions, and how lava and magma differ.


	
	



	
B. My science fair project, which took weeks for me to complete, included information about how volcanoes are formed, how scientists predict eruptions, and how lava and magma differ.


	
	



	
C. My science fair project, which took weeks for me to complete included information about how volcanoes are formed how scientists predict eruptions, and how lava and magma differ.


	
	



	
D. My science fair project, which took weeks for me to complete included information about how volcanoes are formed, how scientists predict eruptions, and how lava, and magma differ.


	
	





Practice

Revising/Editing Part A


	Read this paragraph.

(1) Given that they often spend a lot of time engaged in solitary pursuits, house cats have gained a reputation for being aloof. (2) Although they are capable of being sociable and affectionate with other felines and humans, adult cats are not known for voluntarily living in groups. (3) In fact, they are notorious for specific behaviors: they form dominance hierarchies and refuse to accept new cats. (4) Also, adult cats, protect their territory by chasing away any being perceived as a threat and is therefore considered nonsocial.



Which pair of revisions need to be made in the paragraph?


	Sentence 1: Delete the comma after pursuits, AND change have to has.

	Sentence 2: Delete the comma after humans, AND change are to is.

	Sentence 3: Delete the colon after behaviors, AND change refuse to refuses.

	Sentence 4: Delete the comma after cats, AND change is to are.







C. What type of issue do the question stem and answer choices indicate?


SHSAT EXPERT NOTE

If a sentence or paragraph includes two grammatical errors, the correct answer will fix both issues. Eliminate choices that do not fix both problems.



D. The following table shows how the suggested edits in the answer choices, if implemented, would change the relevant text. Consider each of the options, decide to keep or eliminate the text, and indicate why.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
E. (1) Given that they often spend a lot of time engaged in solitary pursuits house cats has gained a reputation for being aloof.


	
	



	
F. (2) Although they are capable of being sociable and affectionate with other felines and humans adult cats is not known for voluntarily living in groups.


	
	



	
G. (3) In fact, they are notorious for specific behaviors they form dominance hierarchies and refuses to accept new cats.


	
	



	
H. (4) Also, adult cats protect their territory by chasing away any being perceived as a threat and are therefore considered nonsocial.


	
	






	Read this sentence.

After graduating from high school, the plan Kaylee has is to attend college in Vermont and to study American literature.



How should the sentence be revised?


	After graduating from high school, attending college in Vermont and studying American literature is Kaylee’s plan.

	After graduating from high school, the plan Kaylee will follow is to attend college in Vermont and to study American literature.

	After graduating from high school, Kaylee plans to attend college in Vermont and to study American literature.

	After graduating from high school, the plan Kaylee has includes attending college in Vermont and studying American literature.







E. What type of issue do the question stem and answer choices indicate?


SHSAT EXPERT NOTE

To create a logical statement, an introductory phrase at the beginning of a sentence must both describe and be placed near the subject of the sentence. For this reason, the following sentence is illogical: “Standing tall at 305 feet, people can see the Statue of Liberty as far as 60 miles away on a clear day.” As written, the sentence suggests that the people are 305 feet tall. The phrase “Standing tall at 305 feet” should instead be placed near what it describes, “the Statue of Liberty”: “Standing tall at 305 feet, the Statue of Liberty can be seen as far as 60 miles away on a clear day.”



F. The following table shows how the suggested edits in the answer choices, if implemented, would change the relevant text. Consider each of the options, decide to keep or eliminate the text, and indicate why.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. After graduating from high school, attending college in Vermont and studying American literature is Kaylee’s plan.


	
	



	
B. After graduating from high school, the plan Kaylee will follow is to attend college in Vermont and to study American literature.


	
	



	
C. After graduating from high school, Kaylee plans to attend college in Vermont and to study American literature.


	
	



	
D. After graduating from high school, the plan Kaylee has includes attending college in Vermont and studying American literature.


	
	






	Read this paragraph.

Llamas, the South American relative of the camel, make excellent pets, they are very friendly and are well-liked by both people and other animals. In various parts of the world, people have herded llamas in flocks, for they are social animals that prefer to live in large packs. In South America, llamas helped the Andean civilization thrive in the high mountains; their high thirst tolerance, physical stamina, and ability to survive on a wide variety of plants make llamas important transport animals. Besides providing transportation, llamas offer wool, meat, and tallow for candles.



Which revision corrects the error in sentence structure in the paragraph?


	pets. They

	flocks. They

	America. Llamas

	transportation. Llamas







G. What type of issue do the question stem and answer choices indicate?

H. The following table shows how the suggested edits in the answer choices, if implemented, would change the relevant text. Consider each of the options, decide to keep or eliminate the text, and indicate why.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
E. Llamas, the South American relative of the camel, make excellent pets. They are very friendly and are well-liked by both people and other animals.


	
	



	
F. In various parts of the world, people have herded llamas in flocks. They are social animals that prefer to live in large packs.


	
	



	
G. In South America. Llamas helped the Andean civilization thrive in the high mountains; their high thirst tolerance, physical stamina, and ability to survive on a wide variety of plants make llamas important transport animals.


	
	



	
H. Besides providing transportation. Llamas offer wool, meat, and tallow for candles.


	
	





Revising/Editing Part B

The Industrial Revolution

(1) The first Industrial Revolution, which occurred in Great Britain in the latter half of the eighteenth century, represented a sudden acceleration of technological and economic development that would permeate all levels of British society. (2) New inventions supplanted the existing economy and led to a new one.


	Which revision of sentence 2 uses the most precise language?

	Especially important was a change in the economy that had to do with manufacturing and ­machinery.

	In particular, manufacturing and machinery changed a traditional economy into a different kind of economy.

	Specifically, the traditional agrarian economy was supplanted by one based on manufacturing and machinery.

	They supplanted the traditional agrarian economy with an economy that was entirely different and included new technology.







I. What type of issue do the question stem and answer choices indicate?

J. The following table shows how the suggested edits in the answer choices, if implemented, would change the relevant text. Consider each of the options, decide to keep or eliminate the text, and indicate why.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. Especially important was a change in the economy that had to do with manufacturing and machinery.


	
	



	
B. In particular, manufacturing and machinery changed a traditional economy into a different kind of economy.


	
	



	
C. Specifically, the traditional agrarian economy was supplanted by one based on manufacturing and machinery.


	
	



	
D. They supplanted the traditional agrarian economy with an economy that was entirely different and included new technology.


	
	





(3) Very much an urban movement, the revolution gave rise to a new system of social class. (4) This was based primarily upon the relationship of the industrial capitalist to the factory worker. (5) These changes can be attributed to a number of favorable societal circumstances, including an increasing population that would provide both a larger workforce and expanding markets, a strong middle class, and stability in both the political environment and the monetary system.


	What is the best way to combine sentences 3 and 4 to clarify the relationship between ideas?

	Very much an urban movement, the revolution gave rise to a new system of society based primarily upon the relationship of the industrial capitalist to the factory worker.

	Very much an urban movement, the revolution gave rise to a new system of social class, and that class was based primarily upon the relationship of the industrial capitalist to the factory worker.

	Very much an urban movement, a new system of social class was given rise to primarily based on the relationship of the industrial capitalist to the factory worker.

	Very much an urban movement, the revolution gave rise to a new system of social class based primarily upon the relationship of the industrial capitalist to the factory worker.







K. What type of issue do the question stem and answer choices indicate?

L. The following table shows how the suggested edits in the answer choices, if implemented, would change the relevant text. Consider each of the options, decide to keep or eliminate the text, and indicate why.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
E. Very much an urban movement, the revolution gave rise to a new system of society based primarily upon the relationship of the industrial capitalist to the factory worker.


	
	



	
F. Very much an urban movement, the revolution gave rise to a new system of social class, and that class was based primarily upon the relationship of the industrial capitalist to the factory worker.


	
	



	
G. Very much an urban movement, a new system of social class was given rise to primarily based on the relationship of the industrial capitalist to the factory worker.


	
	



	
H. Very much an urban movement, the revolution gave rise to a new system of social class based primarily upon the relationship of the industrial capitalist to the factory worker.


	
	





(6) In the United States, the Industrial Revolution had a similar effect, exemplified by the female factory workers in Lowell, Massachusetts. (7) Lowell had long been a textile manufacturing hub. (8) After the industrialization of textile production in 1815, the hand-spun textiles with which many families had supplemented their incomes could not compete with cheaper, factory-spun cloth. (9) While the factories diminished at-home work opportunities, they did create a new role for the farm daughter as a factory worker. (10) The family she left behind would profit from a share of her wages, while she kept a portion of the money—whether to save or to spend on the consumer goods created by the new industrial society.


	Which sentence would best follow and support sentence 8?

	The factory-made cloth was less expensive to purchase, which made it popular, especially among the lower class.

	Men could still work the farm, but women found their traditional cloth-making work devalued.

	Factory-spun cloth could also be made faster, which was particularly advantageous for increasing profit margins.

	The textiles were just as well spun as was homemade cloth, both of which had to be well-constructed to stand up to wear and tear over time.







M. What type of issue do the question stem and answer choices indicate?


SHSAT EXPERT NOTE

Any new sentence should support the overall topic of the passage and fit in well with the previous and following sentences.



N. The following table shows how the suggested edits in the answer choices, if implemented, would change the relevant text. Consider each of the options, decide to keep or eliminate the text, and indicate why.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. After the industrialization of textile production in 1815, the hand-spun textiles with which many families had supplemented their incomes could not compete with cheaper, factory-spun cloth. The factory-made cloth was less expensive to purchase, which made it popular, especially among the lower class.


	
	



	
B. After the industrialization of textile production in 1815, the hand-spun textiles with which many families had supplemented their incomes could not compete with cheaper, factory-spun cloth. Men could still work the farm, but women found their traditional cloth-making work devalued.


	
	



	
C. After the industrialization of textile production in 1815, the hand-spun textiles with which many families had supplemented their incomes could not compete with cheaper, factory-spun cloth. Factory-spun cloth could also be made faster, which was particularly advantageous for increasing profit margins.


	
	



	
D. After the industrialization of textile production in 1815, the hand-spun textiles with which many families had supplemented their incomes could not compete with cheaper, factory-spun cloth. The textiles were just as well spun as was homemade cloth, both of which had to be well-constructed to stand up to wear and tear over time.


	
	





(11) Millwork was often a deliberate step toward personal advancement for women from a limited, but not destitute, farm background. (12) The women, whose general ages ranged from 14 to 35 years, lived in company-owned, strictly controlled boarding houses. (13) These all-female establishments fostered strong friendships, as well as a cohesive community of women of similar ages and socioeconomic backgrounds living and working together twenty-four hours a day.


	Which transition should be added to the beginning of sentence 11?

	On the other hand

	Nevertheless

	Unfortunately

	Furthermore







O. What type of issue do the question stem and answer choices indicate?

P. The following table shows how the suggested edits in the answer choices, if implemented, would change the relevant text. Consider each of the options, decide to keep or eliminate the text, and indicate why.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
E. The family she left behind would profit from a share of her wages, while she kept a portion of the money—whether to save or to spend on the consumer goods created by the new industrial society.

On the other hand, millwork was often a deliberate step toward personal advancement for women from a limited, but not destitute, farm background.


	
	



	
F. The family she left behind would profit from a share of her wages, while she kept a portion of the money—whether to save or to spend on the consumer goods created by the new industrial society.

Nevertheless, millwork was often a deliberate step toward personal advancement for women from a limited, but not destitute, farm background.


	
	



	
G. The family she left behind would profit from a share of her wages, while she kept a portion of the money—whether to save or to spend on the consumer goods created by the new industrial society.

Unfortunately, millwork was often a deliberate step toward personal advancement for women from a limited, but not destitute, farm background.


	
	



	
H. The family she left behind would profit from a share of her wages, while she kept a portion of the money—whether to save or to spend on the consumer goods created by the new industrial society.

Furthermore, millwork was often a deliberate step toward personal advancement for women from a limited, but not destitute, farm background.


	
	





(14) In America, as in England, many previously rural workers moved to the cities. (15) Many people new to America were Irish immigrants fleeing from the potato famine. (16) In some cases, this led to improvements in their lives, with urban transportation and increased opportunities. (17) However, the rush to the cities also led to overcrowding, poor living conditions, health issues, and child labor. (18) Thus, the Industrial Revolution, which changed the basis of America’s economy, brought both improvements and problems.


	Which sentence is irrelevant to the argument made in the passage and should be deleted?

	sentence 14

	sentence 15

	sentence 16

	sentence 17







Q. What type of issue do the question stem and answer choices indicate?

R. The following table shows how the suggested edits in the answer choices, if implemented, would change the relevant text. Consider each of the options, decide to keep or eliminate the text, and indicate why.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. (15) Many people new to America were Irish immigrants fleeing from the potato famine. (16) In some cases, this led to improvements in their lives, with urban transportation and increased opportunities. (17) However, the rush to the cities also led to overcrowding, poor living conditions, health issues, and child labor. (18) Thus, the Industrial Revolution, which changed the basis of America’s economy, brought both improvements and problems.


	
	



	
B. (14) In America, as in England, many previously rural workers moved to the cities. (16) In some cases, this led to improvements in their lives, with urban transportation and increased opportunities. (17) However, the rush to the cities also led to overcrowding, poor living conditions, health issues, and child labor. (18) Thus, the Industrial Revolution, which changed the basis of America’s economy, brought both improvements and problems.


	
	



	
C. (14) In America, as in England, many previously rural workers moved to the cities. (15) Many people new to America were Irish immigrants fleeing from the potato famine. (17) However, the rush to the cities also led to overcrowding, poor living conditions, health issues, and child labor. (18) Thus, the Industrial Revolution, which changed the basis of America’s economy, brought both improvements and problems.


	
	



	
D. (14) In America, as in England, many previously rural workers moved to the cities. (15) Many people new to America were Irish immigrants fleeing from the potato famine. (16) In some cases, this led to improvements in their lives, with urban transportation and increased opportunities. (18) Thus, the Industrial Revolution, which changed the basis of America’s economy, brought both improvements and problems.


	
	





Sentence Structure

Fragments and Run-Ons

Fragments

A complete sentence must have both a subject and a verb and express a complete thought. If any one of these elements is missing, the sentence is a fragment. You can recognize a fragment because the sentence will not make sense as written. There are some examples in the table below.









	Missing Element
	Example
	Corrected Sentence





	Subject
	Ran a marathon.
	Lola ran a marathon.



	Verb
	Lola a marathon.
	



	Complete thought
	While Lola ran a marathon.
	While Lola ran a marathon, her friends cheered for her.





The fragment “While Lola ran a marathon” is an example of a dependent clause: it has a subject (Lola) and a verb (ran), but it does not express a complete thought because it starts with a subordinating conjunction (while). Notice what the word “while” does to the meaning: While Lola ran a marathon, what happened? To fix this type of fragment, eliminate the subordinating conjunction or join the dependent clause to an independent clause using a comma. Subordinating conjunctions are words and phrases such as since, because, therefore, unless, although, and due to.

Run-Ons

Unlike a dependent clause, an independent clause can stand on its own as a complete sentence. If a sentence has more than one independent clause, however, those clauses must be properly joined. If they are not, the sentence is a run-on: Lucas enjoys hiking, he climbs a new mountain every summer. There are several ways to correct a run-on, as shown in the table below.








	To Correct a Run-On
	Example





	Use a period
	Lucas enjoys hiking. He climbs a new mountain every summer.



	Use a semicolon
	Lucas enjoys hiking; he climbs a new mountain every summer.



	Use a colon
	Lucas enjoys hiking: he climbs a new mountain every summer.



	Make one clause dependent
	Since Lucas enjoys hiking, he climbs a new mountain every summer.



	Add a FANBOYS conjunction: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so
	Lucas enjoys hiking, so he climbs a new mountain every summer.



	Use a dash
	Lucas enjoys hiking—he climbs a new mountain every summer.





Semicolons

Semicolons can be confusing for some students. They are used in two specific ways:








	Use semicolons to . . .
	Example





	Join two independent clauses that are not connected by a comma and FANBOYS conjunction, just as you would use a period
	Gaby knew that her term paper would take at least four hours to write; she got started in study hall and then finished it at home.



	Separate sublists within a longer list when those sublists contain commas
	The team needed to bring uniforms, helmets, and gloves; oranges, almonds, and water; and hockey sticks, pucks, and skates.





How to Answer Fragment and Run-On Questions

To answer questions with fragment and run-on errors, familiarize yourself with the ways in which they are tested:


	Fragments
– If a sentence is missing a subject, a verb, or a complete thought, it is a fragment.

– Correct the fragment by adding the missing element.



	Run-Ons
– If a sentence includes two independent clauses, they must be properly joined.

– Employ one of the following options to properly punctuate independent clauses:


	Use a period

	Insert a semicolon or colon

	Make one clause dependent by using a subordinating conjunction (since, because, therefore, unless, although, due to, etc.)

	Use a comma and a FANBOYS conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so)

	Use a dash







Practice

Part 1


DIRECTIONS: Follow the instructions for each sentence to correct the grammatical error.




	
Correct the fragment by adding a subject: Brought snacks to the weekend study session.

	
Correct the fragment by completing the thought: After getting to the stadium.

	
Correct the run-on sentence with the proper punctuation: The new arts center just opened it has a crafts room for children under thirteen.

	
Correct the run-on sentence with the proper punctuation: Herodotus is known as one of the first historians he is even called “The Father of History.”

	
Make one clause dependent to correct the run-on sentence: Herodotus is sometimes accused of making up stories for his histories, he claimed he simply recorded what he had been told.



Part 2


	Read this paragraph.

(1) Colleges could give greater support to men’s sports teams than to women’s teams prior to 1972; today, women’s and men’s teams must receive equal funding. (2) Title IX of the Education Amendments prohibits gender discrimination at colleges and other federally-funded institutions. (3) Resulted in more money in athletic departments allocated for women’s sports. (4) Title IX has led to more interest in women’s sports, greater competition among teams, and improvements in the quality of athletics for women.



Which sentence contains an error in its construction and should be revised?


	sentence 1

	sentence 2

	sentence 3

	sentence 4







F. What type of issue do the question stem and answer choices indicate?

G. Consider each of the options, decide to keep or eliminate the choice, and indicate why.









	Answer Choice
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. (1) Colleges could give greater support to men’s sports teams than to women’s teams prior to 1972; today, women’s and men’s teams must receive equal funding.


	
	



	
B. (2) Title IX of the Education Amendments prohibits gender discrimination at colleges and other federally-funded institutions.


	
	



	
C. (3) Resulted in more money in athletic departments allocated for women’s sports.


	
	



	
D. (4) Title IX has led to more interest in women’s sports, greater competition among teams, and improvements in the quality of athletics for women.


	
	






	Read this sentence.

White roses represent unity, yellow roses show friendship, and red roses signify love however, many people believe red roses are the most cherished within the genus Rosa.



Which edit should be made to correct this sentence?


	Delete the comma after unity.

	Insert a semicolon after love.

	Delete the comma after however.

	Insert a semicolon after believe.







H. What type of issue do the question stem and answer choices indicate?

I. The following table shows how the suggested edits in the answer choices, if implemented, would change the relevant text. Consider each of the options, decide to keep or eliminate the text, and indicate why.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
E. White roses represent unity yellow roses show friendship, and red roses signify love however, many people believe red roses are the most cherished within the genus Rosa.


	
	



	
F. White roses represent unity, yellow roses show friendship, and red roses signify love; however, many people believe red roses are the most cherished within the genus Rosa.


	
	



	
G. White roses represent unity, yellow roses show friendship, and red roses signify love however many people believe red roses are the most cherished within the genus Rosa.


	
	



	
H. White roses represent unity, yellow roses show friendship, and red roses signify love however, many people believe; red roses are the most cherished within the genus Rosa.


	
	





Modifier Placement

A modifier is a word or phrase that describes, clarifies, or provides additional information about another part of the sentence. Modifier questions require you to identify the part of a sentence being described and use the appropriate modifier in the proper place.

In order to be grammatically correct, the modifier must be placed as close to the word it describes as possible. Use context clues in the passage to identify the correct placement of a modifier; a misplaced modifier can cause confusion and is always incorrect on Test Day.

Note that a common way the SHSAT tests modifiers is with modifying phrases at the beginning of a sentence. Just like any other modifier, the phrase grammatically modifies whatever is right next to it in the sentence. For example, consider the sentence, “While walking to the bus stop, the rain drenched Gina.” The initial phrase, “While walking to the bus stop,” grammatically modifies “the rain,” but this creates a sentence that doesn’t make sense; the rain can’t walk to the bus stop. The writer meant that Gina was walking to the bus stop, so the sentence should read, “While walking to the bus stop, Gina was drenched by the rain.” Here are some additional examples.









	Modifier/Modifying Phrase
	Incorrect
	Correct





	nearly
	
Andre nearly watched the play for four hours.

	
Andre watched the play for nearly four hours.




	in individual containers
	
The art teacher handed out paints to the students in individual containers.
	
The art teacher handed out paints in individual containers to the students.




	A scholar athlete
	
A scholar athlete, maintaining high grades in addition to playing soccer was expected of Maya.

	
A scholar athlete, Maya was expected to maintain high grades in addition to playing soccer.






How to Answer Modifier Placement Questions

If a question includes a modifier, determine whether the modifier is placed correctly.


	Is it as near as possible to the word it logically modifies?

	If it is not in the correct place, where should it be moved?



Practice

Part 1


DIRECTIONS: Edit each sentence to correct the modifier placement issue.




	Wearing a brown collar, Cecilia walked the dog.

	The dealer sold the Ford to the buyer with the hatchback.

	The server placed rolls on the warm table.

	Looking toward the west, a breeze stirred the leaves on the trees as I watched.

	I borrowed a blender from a neighbor that turned out to be broken.



Part 2

Read this sentence.


To raise money for uniforms, a car wash will be held by members of the volleyball team.




	How should the sentence be revised?

	Members of the volleyball team, on Saturday to raise money for uniforms, will hold a car wash.

	To raise money for uniforms, on Saturday a car wash will be held by members of the volleyball team.

	On Saturday to raise money for uniforms, members of the volleyball team will hold a car wash.

	To raise money for uniforms, members of the volleyball team will hold a car wash on Saturday.







F. What type of issue do the question stem and answer choices indicate?

G. Consider each of the options, decide to keep or eliminate the choice, and indicate why.









	Answer Choice
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. Members of the volleyball team, on Saturday to raise money for uniforms, will hold a car wash.


	
	



	
B. To raise money for uniforms, on Saturday a car wash will be held by members of the volleyball team.


	
	



	
C. On Saturday to raise money for uniforms, members of the volleyball team will hold a car wash.


	
	



	
D. To raise money for uniforms, members of the volleyball team will hold a car wash on Saturday.


	
	






	Read this paragraph.

(1) Most gems are crystallized minerals, but amber, coral, and pearls come from organic material. (2) Amber’s buoyancy suggests organic origins; unlike most gemstones, this ancient fossilized resin floats in water. (3) Coral is a discarded limestone skeleton found in the sea. (4) Taking several years to form, oysters create white, black, or pink pearls.



Which sentence contains an error in its construction and should be revised?


	sentence 1

	sentence 2

	sentence 3

	sentence 4







H. What type of issue do the question stem and answer choices indicate?

I. Consider each of the options, decide to keep or eliminate the choice, and indicate why.









	Answer Choice
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
E. (1) Most gems are crystallized minerals, but amber, coral, and pearls come from organic material.


	
	



	
F. (2) Amber’s buoyancy suggests organic origins; unlike most gemstones, this ancient fossilized resin floats in water.


	
	



	
G. (3) Coral is a discarded limestone skeleton found in the sea.


	
	



	
H. (4) Taking several years to form, oysters create white, black, or pink pearls.


	
	







Answers and Explanations

The Kaplan Method for Revising/Editing Text


	
A. There is a punctuation issue because the answer choices all contain suggestions about commas.

B.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. My science fair project which took weeks for me to complete included information about how volcanoes are formed, how scientists predict eruptions, and how lava and magma differ.


	Eliminate
	The phrase “which took weeks for me to complete” is not essential to the sentence and must be set apart with a comma before and after it.



	
B. My science fair project, which took weeks for me to complete, included information about how volcanoes are formed, how scientists predict eruptions, and how lava and magma differ.


	Keep
	The phrase “which took weeks for me to complete” is not essential to the sentence and must be set apart with a comma before and after it.



	
C. My science fair project, which took weeks for me to complete included information about how volcanoes are formed how scientists predict eruptions, and how lava and magma differ.


	Eliminate
	Three or more items in a list must be separated by commas.



	
D. My science fair project, which took weeks for me to complete included information about how volcanoes are formed, how scientists predict eruptions, and how lava, and magma differ.


	Eliminate
	If a list—such as “lava and magma”—contains only two items (rather than three or more) a comma is not needed for that list.







	
C. There are two issues: a punctuation error and a verb error. There is a punctuation error because the answer choices contain suggestions about commas and a colon. There is a verb error because all four choices include changing verb forms, either from plural to singular or singular to plural.

D.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
E. (1) Given that they often spend a lot of time engaged in solitary pursuits house cats has gained a reputation for being aloof.


	Eliminate
	The comma after “pursuits” is necessary to separate the dependent clause “Given that they often spend a lot of time engaged in solitary pursuits” from the independent clause “cats have gained a reputation for being aloof.” The plural verb “have” agrees with the plural noun “cats.”



	
F. (2) Although they are capable of being sociable and affectionate with other felines and humans adult cats is not known for voluntarily living in groups.


	Eliminate
	The comma after “humans” is necessary to separate the dependent clause “Although they are capable of being sociable and affectionate with other felines and humans” from the independent clause “adult cats are not known for voluntarily living in groups.” The plural verb “are” agrees with the plural noun “cats.”



	
G. (3) In fact, they are notorious for specific behaviors they form dominance hierarchies and refuses to accept new cats.


	Eliminate
	The colon after “behaviors” is necessary to introduce the two examples of the notorious behaviors. The plural verb “refuse” agrees with the plural pronoun “they.”



	
H. (4) Also, adult cats protect their territory by chasing away any being perceived as a threat and are therefore considered nonsocial.


	Keep
	The comma after “cats” is unnecessary because the noun cats should not be separated from the verb “protect.” The verb “is” is singular, but “cats” is plural, so the verb must be changed to the plural “are.”







	
E. The answer choices indicate that there is a modifier issue because they provide three different options that the phrase “After graduating from high school” could be modifying: “attending college in Vermont,” “the plan,” or “Kaylee.”

F.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. After graduating from high school, attending college in Vermont and studying American literature is Kaylee’s plan.


	Eliminate
	The phrase “after graduating from high school” is referring to “Kaylee,” not “attending college in Vermont and studying American literature.”



	
B. After graduating from high school, the plan Kaylee will follow is to attend college in Vermont and to study American literature.


	Eliminate
	The phrase “after graduating from high school” is referring to “Kaylee,” not “the plan Kaylee will follow.”



	
C. After graduating from high school, Kaylee plans to attend college in Vermont and to study American literature.


	Keep
	The phrase “after graduating from high school” is referring to the subject of the sentence (“Kaylee”); this version is correct because “Kaylee” appears directly after the modifying phrase.



	
D. After graduating from high school, the plan Kaylee has includes attending college in Vermont and studying American literature.


	Eliminate
	The phrase “after graduating from high school” is referring to “Kaylee,” not “the plan Kaylee has.”







	
G. The question stem states that the paragraph has a sentence structure error. All of the answer choices change commas to periods, which is one way to correct a run-on sentence.

H.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
E. Llamas, the South American relative of the camel, make excellent pets. They are very friendly and are well-liked by both people and other animals.


	Keep
	“Llamas, the South American relative of the camel, make excellent pets” and “they are very friendly and are well-liked by both people and other animals” are two independent clauses that must be properly combined. Using only a comma is grammatically incorrect; separating the clauses into two sentences fixes the error.



	
F. In various parts of the world, people have herded llamas in flocks. They are social animals that prefer to live in large packs.


	Eliminate
	Both these sentences are independent clauses and can stand alone as complete sentences; however, they were originally connected with a comma and FANBOYS conjunction (“for”), which is also correct sentence structure. Therefore, this change is not needed, since it was not correcting an error.



	
G. In South America. Llamas helped the Andean civilization thrive in the high mountains; their high thirst tolerance, physical stamina, and ability to survive on a wide variety of plants make llamas important transport animals.


	Eliminate
	“In South America” is not an independent clause because it does not have a verb or a complete thought, so it cannot stand alone as a sentence.



	
H. Besides providing transportation. Llamas offer wool, meat, and tallow for candles.


	Eliminate
	“Besides providing transportation” is not an independent clause because it does not have a subject or a complete thought, so it cannot be its own sentence.







	
I. The question stem states that precise language is needed. Sentence 2 does not provide specific information about the “New inventions,” “the existing economy,” or the “new” economy.

J.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. Especially important was a change in the economy that had to do with manufacturing and machinery.


	Eliminate
	The sentence does not specify the “change in the economy.”



	
B. In particular, manufacturing and machinery changed a traditional economy into a different kind of economy.


	Eliminate
	The sentence does not provide details about the “traditional economy” and the phrase “different kind of economy” is vague.



	
C. Specifically, the traditional agrarian economy was supplanted by one based on manufacturing and machinery.


	Keep
	The sentence clearly states that the traditional economy was “agrarian” and the new economy was “based on manufacturing and machinery.”



	
D. They supplanted the traditional agrarian economy with an economy that was entirely different and included new technology.


	Eliminate
	While the sentence does clearly state that the traditional economy was “agrarian,” it is unclear who “They” is referring to, and the phrases “entirely different” and “included new technology” are not specific.







	
K. The question stem asks you to combine two sentences in a clear, logical way.

L.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
E. Very much an urban movement, the revolution gave rise to a new system of society based primarily upon the relationship of the industrial capitalist to the factory worker.


	Eliminate
	This option changes the meaning from “new social class” to “society,” which are not necessarily the same ideas.



	
F. Very much an urban movement, the revolution gave rise to a new system of social class, and that class was based primarily upon the relationship of the industrial capitalist to the factory worker.


	Eliminate
	This sentence adds the redundant words “and that class.”



	
G. Very much an urban movement, a new system of social class was given rise to primarily based on the relationship of the industrial capitalist to the factory worker.


	Eliminate
	This choice deletes the original subject, which changes the meaning of the sentence and creates a modifier error. It also changes the active “gave rise to” to the passive voice “was given rise to,” which is wordier and less clear.



	
H. Very much an urban movement, the revolution gave rise to a new system of social class based primarily upon the relationship of the industrial capitalist to the factory worker.


	Keep
	This option deletes the subject and verb from sentence 4 and adds the remainder of sentence 4 to the previous sentence. The result is a sentence that flows clearly and is logical.







	
M. An additional sentence is needed to support sentence 8 and connect its ideas to the rest of the paragraph.

N.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. After the industrialization of textile production in 1815, the hand-spun textiles with which many families had supplemented their incomes could not compete with cheaper, factory-spun cloth. The factory-made cloth was less expensive to purchase, which made it popular, especially among the lower class.


	Eliminate
	This sentence essentially repeats what the previous sentence said and adds no new information.



	
B. After the industrialization of textile production in 1815, the hand-spun textiles with which many families had supplemented their incomes could not compete with cheaper, factory-spun cloth. Men could still work the farm, but women found their traditional cloth-making work devalued.


	Keep
	This sentence expands on the previous sentence, explaining an additional result of industrialization. It also provides a good introduction for the next sentence, which discusses the new roles for women as factory workers.



	
C. After the industrialization of textile production in 1815, the hand-spun textiles with which many families had supplemented their incomes could not compete with cheaper, factory-spun cloth. Factory-spun cloth could also be made faster, which was particularly advantageous for increasing profit margins.


	Eliminate
	The topic is the female factory worker, so the profitability of factory-spun cloth does not fit well.



	
D. After the industrialization of textile production in 1815, the hand-spun textiles with which many families had supplemented their incomes could not compete with cheaper, factory-spun cloth. The textiles were just as well spun as was homemade cloth, both of which had to be well-constructed to stand up to wear and tear over time.


	Eliminate
	The quality of the factory-spun cloth is off-topic; the passage is about female factory workers and how industrialization affected their lives.







	
O. A transition is needed at the beginning of sentence 11 in order to connect the ideas of the previous paragraph to this new paragraph.

P.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
E. The family she left behind would profit from a share of her wages, while she kept a portion of the money—whether to save or to spend on the consumer goods created by the new industrial society.

On the other hand, millwork was often a deliberate step toward personal advancement for women from a limited, but not destitute, farm background.


	Eliminate
	A transition that indicates an additional result is needed, so the contrast transition “On the other hand” will not work.



	
F. The family she left behind would profit from a share of her wages, while she kept a portion of the money—whether to save or to spend on the consumer goods created by the new industrial society.

Nevertheless, millwork was often a deliberate step toward personal advancement for women from a limited, but not destitute, farm background.


	Eliminate
	“Nevertheless” is a contrast transition, which is the opposite of the author’s intended meaning.



	
G. The family she left behind would profit from a share of her wages, while she kept a portion of the money—whether to save or to spend on the consumer goods created by the new industrial society.

Unfortunately, millwork was often a deliberate step toward personal advancement for women from a limited, but not destitute, farm background.


	Eliminate
	“Unfortunately” does not reflect the generally positive tone of the third paragraph.



	
H. The family she left behind would profit from a share of her wages, while she kept a portion of the money—whether to save or to spend on the consumer goods created by the new industrial society.

Furthermore, millwork was often a deliberate step toward personal advancement for women from a limited, but not destitute, farm background.


	Keep
	Sentence 11 discusses another positive result of the Industrial Revolution, so the transition should indicate a continuation of the previous idea.







	
Q. The question stem indicates that the passage includes an irrelevant sentence. The answer choices are all from the last paragraph of the passage, which is about rural workers moving to the city.

R.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. (15) Many people new to America were Irish immigrants fleeing from the potato famine. (16) In some cases, this led to improvements in their lives, with urban transportation and increased opportunities. (17) However, the rush to the cities also led to overcrowding, poor living conditions, health issues, and child labor. (18) Thus, the Industrial Revolution, which changed the basis of America’s economy, brought both improvements and problems.


	Eliminate
	Sentence 14 is the paragraph’s topic sentence, so it should not be deleted.



	
B. (14) In America, as in England, many previously rural workers moved to the cities. (16) In some cases, this led to improvements in their lives, with urban transportation and increased opportunities. (17) However, the rush to the cities also led to overcrowding, poor living conditions, health issues, and child labor. (18) Thus, the Industrial Revolution, which changed the basis of America’s economy, brought both improvements and problems.


	Keep
	The paragraph is about rural workers’ move to cities; information about the Irish potato famine is off topic, and therefore this sentence should be deleted.



	
C. (14) In America, as in England, many previously rural workers moved to the cities. (15) Many people new to America were Irish immigrants fleeing from the potato famine. (17) However, the rush to the cities also led to overcrowding, poor living conditions, health issues, and child labor. (18) Thus, the Industrial Revolution, which changed the basis of America’s economy, brought both improvements and problems.


	Eliminate
	Sentence 16 explains a result of moving to the cities, which fits with the paragraph’s main focus; it should be kept.



	
D. (14) In America, as in England, many previously rural workers moved to the cities. (15) Many people new to America were Irish immigrants fleeing from the potato famine. (16) In some cases, this led to improvements in their lives, with urban transportation and increased opportunities. (18) Thus, the Industrial Revolution, which changed the basis of America’s economy, brought both improvements and problems.


	Eliminate
	Sentence 17 should not be deleted because it provides information about the effects of urban overpopulation.









Sentence Structure

Note: These are not the only ways to correct the sentences; your answers may differ.


	
My friend brought snacks to the weekend study session.

	After getting to the stadium, we went looking for our seats.


	The new arts center just opened. It has a crafts room for children under thirteen.

	Herodotus is known as one of the first historians; he is even called “The Father of History.”

	
Although Herodotus is sometimes accused of making up stories for his histories, he claimed he simply recorded what he had been told.




	
F. The question stem states that there is a sentence construction error. Sentence construction errors include run-ons, fragments, and misplaced modifiers.

G.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. (1) Colleges could give greater support to men’s sports teams than to women’s teams prior to 1972; today, women’s and men’s teams must receive equal funding.


	Eliminate
	This is a grammatically correct sentence with two independent clauses. Both independent clauses have a subject, a verb, and a complete thought, and they are correctly separated by a semicolon.



	
B. (2) Title IX of the Education Amendments prohibits gender discrimination at colleges and other federally-funded institutions.


	Eliminate
	This sentence does not contain any errors.



	
C. (3) Resulted in more money in athletic departments allocated for women’s sports.


	Keep
	This is a fragment because it is missing a subject and does not express a complete thought.



	
D. (4) Title IX has led to more interest in women’s sports, greater competition among teams, and improvements in the quality of athletics for women.


	Eliminate
	This is a grammatically correct sentence.







	
H. The answer choices give the options of either deleting a comma or inserting a semicolon. Likely, this is a run-on sentence that must be properly punctuated to fix the issue.

I.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
E. White roses represent unity yellow roses show friendship, and red roses signify love however, many people believe red roses are the most cherished within the genus Rosa.


	Eliminate
	The comma after “unity” is necessary because it separates items in a list.



	
F. White roses represent unity, yellow roses show friendship, and red roses signify love; however, many people believe red roses are the most cherished within the genus Rosa.


	Keep
	The first independent clause ends with the word “love,” so placing a semicolon after “love” will correct the run-on.



	
G. White roses represent unity, yellow roses show friendship, and red roses signify love however many people believe red roses are the most cherished within the genus Rosa.


	Eliminate
	The comma that follows “however” correctly separates the transition word from the rest of the independent clause.



	
H. White roses represent unity, yellow roses show friendship, and red roses signify love however, many people believe; red roses are the most cherished within the genus Rosa.


	Eliminate
	The first independent clause ends with the word “love,” not “believe,” so placing a semicolon after “believe” would not correct the sentence.









Modifier Placement

Note: These are not the only ways to correct the sentences; your answers may differ.


	Cecilia walked the dog wearing a brown collar.

	The dealer sold the Ford with the hatchback to the buyer.

	The server placed warm rolls on the table.

	Looking toward the west, I watched as a breeze stirred the leaves on the trees.

	I borrowed a blender that turned out to be broken from a neighbor.




	
F. The question stem indicates that a revision is necessary. Each answer choice includes an introductory phrase, and introductory phrases must be followed by what the phrase modifies.

G.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
A. Members of the volleyball team, on Saturday to raise money for uniforms, will hold a car wash.


	Eliminate
	While this choice fixes the modifier issue, the phrase “on Saturday to raise money for uniforms” does not make sense in the middle of the sentence.



	
B. To raise money for uniforms, on Saturday a car wash will be held by members of the volleyball team.


	Eliminate
	As written, the phrase “To raise money for uniforms” describes “on Saturday,” which is not logical.



	
C. On Saturday to raise money for uniforms, members of the volleyball team will hold a car wash.


	Eliminate
	The phrase “on Saturday” does not make sense before “to raise money for uniforms.”



	
D. To raise money for uniforms, members of the volleyball team will hold a car wash on Saturday.


	Keep
	This correctly places “members of the volleyball team” after the introductory phrase.







	
H. The question states that there is a sentence construction error, which could be a fragment, run-on, or misplaced modifier.

I.









	Edited Text
	Keep or Eliminate?
	Why?





	
E. (1) Most gems are crystallized minerals, but amber, coral, and pearls come from organic material.


	Eliminate
	This is grammatically correct; two independent clauses are properly joined with a comma and a FANBOYS conjunction.
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