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  Publisher’s note:




  All quotations in this book come from original sources and contain the spelling and grammatical inconsistencies of the original text.
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  On February 26, 1993, a huge explosion occurred in the underground parking garage of the World Trade Center. The blast killed six people and injured hundreds more. Some people thought that a power transformer had exploded. As soon as Dave Williams walked into the devastation, however, he knew what had caused the damage: a bomb. Williams was a member of the Explosives Unit of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). He was an expert on bombs and the damage they could do. Williams saw giant chunks of rubble that been blasted more than 700 feet (215 meters) away from the origin of the explosion. He was confident that the explosion was no accident. He stood up among the various investigators and yelled, “Listen up everybody. My name is Dave Williams and I’m in charge here. From this point on, the FBI laboratory is coordinating this crime scene investigation.”
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    The 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center took place at around 17 minutes past noon on February 26. The explosion tore through five floors of the parking garage, creating a vast cave beneath the towers.


  




  Following the Trail




  The investigators could not immediately figure out what explosive was used. They did, however, find large amounts of nitric acid and urea. Finding these chemicals at the bombing site was evidence that the bomb was homemade. Of the thousands of bombings they had investigated, it was only the second time they had seen this kind of bomb. Dave Williams and the other investigators knew that whoever had planted the giant bomb had to get it into the garage. From the type of damage they saw, they could tell which pieces had been close to the explosion.




  They began looking for parts of a truck that could have carried the bomb. Soon, two investigators found a large piece of the frame of the truck. The piece of truck frame was stamped with a vehicle identification number (VIN). This became the key piece of evidence that allowed the FBI to crack the case wide open.
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    FBI investigators survey the damage caused by the explosion in the World Trade Center parking garage. The FBI joined forces with the New York Joint Terrorism Task Force to investigate the crime. The investigators’ gut instincts told them this was a terrorist bomb—but they needed to find evidence.
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    The World Trade Center bombers. The FBI used evidence found at the crime scene and evidence uncovered in their follow-up investigations to make a case against Salameh, Ayyad, Abouhalima, and Ajaj. Their investigative work would also lead them to the plot’s mastermind, Ramzi Yousef, and Eyad Ismoil, who drove the van. Abdul Yasin, the seventh plotter, is still at large.


  




  The VIN led the FBI to Mohammed Salameh, who had rented the truck. Salameh had reported the truck stolen. When he tried to collect his deposit from the rental company, the FBI arrested him. Searching Salameh’s belongings, the FBI linked him to Nidal Ayyad and Mahmud Abouhalima. These two men worked with Salameh to buy the chemicals for the bomb. After the media reported the details of the bombing and the arrests, the owner of a storage facility reported that he knew where the bombers kept their chemicals. Now, the agents had evidence that could connect the suspects to the crime scene.




  As the investigation grew more complex, it uncovered new evidence and connections. Bomb-making pamphlets and videotapes led to another bomber, Ahmad Ajaj. Nidal Ayyad was linked to a letter claiming responsibility for the bombing. The FBI’s DNA Analysis Unit found Nidal Ayyad’s saliva on the envelope, and the FBI’s Computer Analysis Response Team (CART) found a copy of the letter on his computer’s hard drive. In addition, investigators found the building where the terrorists built the bomb. In the building, they found signs of the bomb chemicals in burns on the carpet and ceiling. The FBI used all of this evidence to make the case against the terrorists involved in the bombing.




  The analysis of explosives, DNA, computers, and chemistry—these are just a few of the specialties of agents who work in the FBI Crime Lab. The investigative techniques used by these FBI agents made it possible to put away the 1993 World Trade Center bombers for life.




  Crime Lab History




  The FBI Crime Lab first opened on November 24, 1932. Before then, however, the FBI had already begun using forensics in its investigations.




  The FBI Crime Lab was not the first. The first crime lab in the United States was run by Calvin Goddard. Goddard’s lab, which opened in 1929, was part of the Northwestern University School of Law. The lab analyzed bullets, blood, and hairs and fibers. It also gave lie-detector tests. FBI director J. Edgar Hoover sent Agent Charles Appel to study at Goddard’s crime lab. When Appel came back, he recommended that the FBI set up its own crime lab. He told Hoover, “The Bureau should be the central clearing house for all information needed in criminological investigation.” Hoover appointed Appel to lead the founding of the FBI’s Crime Lab. At first, the lab consisted of only one room and a few pieces of equipment. By 1939, the lab had added more agents, equipment for analyzing blood samples and other materials, and a lie-detector machine. One year later, it had grown into its own division of the FBI.
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    FBI agents were able to compare handwriting samples and bullets and analyze blood types in the FBI’s first crime laboratory. In 1931, the FBI set up a national fingerprint file. In this photograph, a fingerprint expert analyzes fingerprint evidence.
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    This photograph shows Room 802 of the Old Southern Railway Building—the FBI’s first crime laboratory. The lab’s equipment included ultraviolet lights, for examining handwriting samples; a microscope, for looking at hairs and fibers; and a device that was said to help FBI agents examine gun barrels.



OEBPS/Images/4.jpg
cHPsP"E?“‘ -
3_ Solving Crimes
Is Not Simple





OEBPS/Images/6.jpg
Mahmoud Ahmed Nidal Eyad
Abouhahma A Ayyad Ismod






OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
ATTVE

=

TE 5 MIQWE%
3

) (=
rJ,'r g I

\ J 6 3






OEBPS/Images/5.jpg





OEBPS/Images/8.jpg





OEBPS/Images/7.jpg





OEBPS/Images/4-1.jpg





