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INTRODUCTION

I WROTE IT’S YOUR TIME to speak faith into the lives of others, to encourage them during tough times, to call forth seeds of greatness planted by God, and to assure them that their best days lie ahead. This Daily Readings for It’s Your Time is a ninety-day devotional with excerpts from the original book designed to emphasize those same messages. Like It’s Your Time, this devotional based upon it is divided into five main sections. Each is designed to build on the other. The goal is not simply to inspire and motivate you, but also to help you see that God’s plan is at work in your life.

This devotional is not meant to be an exhaustive treatment of any particular passage of Scripture, but instead is intended to encourage you to immerse yourself in His word and inspire a wholehearted love of God. And the suggested prayer at the end of each day’s entry is simply a place to begin your communication with your Heavenly Father. The book begins with a section entitled “It’s Time to Believe,” because tough times require strong faith, because this too will pass. “It’s Time for Favor” is the section about faith fortification. In “It’s Time for Restoration,” I offer tools of forgiveness and renewal. “It’s Time to Trust” builds your resolve by reminding you of those things you can trust: that all things work together for good. Finally, I’ve concluded the book with “It’s Time to Stretch,” which will motivate you to step into your divine destiny.

Each of the daily readings was selected to emphasize one of those five keys. I’ve added other features for each to help you apply and live out God’s truth:

• Scripture Readings to It’s Your Time

• Key Bible verses

• Today’s Prayer to It’s Your Time

• Today’s Thought to It’s Your Time

These ninety readings should be read at a one-each-day pace so that they carry you through three months or so. I’m convinced that by the end of that period, you will come to see that it truly is your time for healing and advancement. As you read this devotional day to day, keep your heart pure, strive for excellence, and prepare yourself, because it’s your time for God’s goodness, favor, and restoration. It’s your time to walk in the fullness of His blessing!

—Joel Osteen



PART ONE


[image: image]

IT’S TIME TO BELIEVE



GOD IS ON YOUR SIDE


[image: image]

DAILY READING 1:1

SCRIPTURE READING TO IT’S YOUR TIME                       GALATIANS 6

So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At the right time we will harvest a good crop if we don’t give up, or quit.

GALATIANS 6:9 (THE MESSAGE)

WHILE ON VACATION IN COLORADO, I woke up early for a hike. The three-mile trail ran to the peak of Beaver Creek Mountain. At the base a sign said it should take about three hours to reach the top. Looking up to my destination, I was intimidated. The trail was extremely steep. The altitude at the base was about 8,000 feet above sea level. The peak stood at more than 11,000 feet.

Just walking up the first set of stairs I began breathing heavier than normal. I had to remind myself to take it easy. At home in Houston, I run several miles a few times a week and play a lot of basketball. But the elevation there is only 50 feet above sea level. The thinner air in Colorado had me doubting whether I could make it to the top.

I started out with just my cell phone and a bottle of water. Determined, I set a pretty good pace. The first fifteen minutes seemed fairly easy. The next fifteen minutes were increasingly difficult. I felt as though I were carrying an extra load. I had to stop every so often to catch my breath.

About forty-five minutes into my hike, the trail got extremely steep—almost like I was climbing straight up. My pathway snaked skyward through thick stands of aspen and ponderosa pine. The view was both beautiful and daunting. Despite being in shape, my legs were burning and my chest was pounding.

As I climbed over a big ridge, I had to stop for air. Sweat was pouring off my body. I thought, If there’s another two hours like this, I don’t know if I can make it.

Up to that point, I had not seen anyone else on the path. Suddenly, an older gentleman heading down the mountain came around a curve. He wore a T-shirt, shorts, and hiking shoes and carried a walking stick. He seemed cool and calm. And he read me pretty well. As we passed, he said something that changed my whole perspective. He smiled kindly and said in a calm voice, “You are closer than you think.”

Hearing those words, I felt rejuvenated, as if he’d breathed new life into my lungs. Energy surged through my body. My legs grew stronger. I caught a second wind. From that point forward, with every stride, I repeated those words of encouragement: “I will make it. I’m closer than I think.”

God has put dreams and desires in every person’s heart. We all have goals we want to accomplish and situations we believe will be turned around. Sometimes it seems to take longer than we thought. Sometimes things don’t work out the way we planned, and it’s easy to lose enthusiasm. Negative thoughts come to us that say, “It’s never going to change.” If we’re not careful, we’ll get discouraged and end up just settling where we are.

Don’t let that be you today! Don’t give up just because things seem hard. You are closer than you think! You’ve invested so much and you never know, just another few days of believing, another few weeks of doing the right thing, another few months of staying in faith, and you could see that situation turn around. Remember, God is on your side!

[image: image] Today’s Prayer to It’s Your Time [image: image]

Father God, today I come to You again, believing that You are working behind the scenes on my behalf. Give me Your strength to keep moving forward into the place of victory You have for me. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

[image: image] Today’s Thought to It’s Your Time [image: image]

I must keep standing and keep believing because I am closer than I think to fulfilling every desire He’s placed inside of me!



TODAY IS THE DAY!
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DAILY READING 1:2

SCRIPTURE READING TO IT’S YOUR TIME                        HABAKKUK 2

This vision is for a future time.
It describes the end, and it will be fulfilled.
If it seems slow in coming, wait patiently,
for it will surely take place.
It will not be delayed.

HABAKKUK 2:3 (NLT)

DOWN IN THE FLORIDA KEYS, there was a treasure hunter whose motto was “Today’s the day.” Every day for sixteen years, Mel Fisher sent his divers out with those encouraging words to find a Spanish ship that sank off the Keys in 1622. He often had to pay his men in promises while dodging bill collectors. He and his family lived on a leaky houseboat for years. One of his sons, a daughter-in-law, and a diver were lost at sea as they searched for the treasure.

Still, Fisher never gave up. He refused to abandon his dream or to give in to critics and doubters. He held on by declaring that each day would be the day. Then, in 1985, Mel’s divers found “the Mother lode” of gold and silver and jewelry from the wreckage of the Spanish galleon. Nearly thirty years later, divers were still bringing up treasure from that site.

Is today the day for you to accomplish your goal, to land your dream job, to find love, to restore your health? You are closer than you think to a better life, a richer relationship, a healthier body.

Rewards await you if you stay steadfast in your faith.

Don’t let doubters ruin your optimistic spirit. If somebody says to you, “What is it with you? What makes you think everything will work out? Do you really believe you will always succeed?” just tell the doubters, “I don’t think it will happen. I know it will happen! I’m a prisoner of hope. I can’t get away from it. I just can’t make myself get negative. I just can’t make myself complain. Hope feeds my faith and lifts my spirits.”

The doubters may say, “Well, I don’t know why. I saw the medical report. It doesn’t look good for you.”

“Yes, but I have another report,” you can tell them. “It says God is restoring health back unto me.”

“Well, I saw your child. I don’t think he’ll ever do what’s right.”

“Really? I have another report. It says as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

You may not see any of this in the natural world. It may not look like it will come to pass. But that’s okay. The Scripture says, “We walk by faith and not by sight.” That means we don’t have to see it to believe it. It’s just the opposite. If we believe it, then we see it.

Take your dreams and the promises God has put in your heart and every day declare that they will come to pass. Just say something like, “Father, I want to thank You that my payday is coming. You said no good thing will You withhold because I walk uprightly. And I believe even right now You are arranging things in my favor.”

Are you a prisoner of fear? Worry? Self-pity? Negativity?

Break those chains and become a prisoner of hope. Expect God’s favor. Believe that He is working in your life, even right now.

God has put dreams and desires in your heart. We all have goals we want to accomplish and situations we believe we will turn around. But often when it’s taking a long time and things are not working out, it’s easy to lose our enthusiasm. That’s when the negative thoughts come, saying:

It never will change.

You never will get well.

You never will climb out of debt.

That child never will straighten up.

If you listen to those negative thoughts, you will likely become discouraged and give up on your dreams. Many times we miss out on God’s best because we give up too soon. We don’t realize how close we are to victory.

Hold on to your faith. Another few days of believing, another few weeks of doing the right thing, or another few months of staying in faith and you will see that promise come to pass.

Right now, you are so close to seeing that situation turn around. That answer you’ve been praying about is just right around the corner. You can’t afford to get discouraged. You can’t afford to give up now.

That’s what the scripture says in Hebrews 10:35. It tells us not to cast away our confidence, for it will be richly rewarded. That’s saying if we will stay in faith, if we will keep believing, keep hoping, keep doing the right thing, God promises there will be a reward.

One translation says, in effect, “Don’t get discouraged. Payday is coming.”

When you’re tempted to get down and things are not going your way, you need to keep telling yourself, “This may be hard. It may be taking a long time. But I know God is a faithful God. And I will believe, knowing that my payday is on its way.”

Whenever life grows difficult, and the pressure is turned up, that’s a sign that your time is near. When lies bombard your mind, when you are most tempted to get discouraged, and when you feel like throwing in the towel, that’s not the time to give up. That’s not the time to back down. That’s the time to dig in your heels. Put on a new attitude. You are closer than you think.

You may have had a lot of things come against you. I know sometimes it seems like the more you pray, the worse it gets. You do the right thing but get the wrong results. Maybe you’re treating somebody kindly and respectfully, but they’re being unkind and discourteous to you. The easy thing would be to say, “Forget it. I don’t have to put up with this”; “This marriage never will work”; “I’ll never be able to raise this child”; or “I don’t like this job.”

Instead of getting discouraged, instead of going around all sour, you need to have the attitude to say, “I’ve come too far to stop now. I’ve been through too much to back down. I realize the pressure has been turned up because I’m about to give birth to my dreams!”

[image: image] Today’s Prayer to It’s Your Time [image: image]

Heavenly Father, thank You for the destiny that You have deposited into my heart. I choose to stand in faith knowing that You are working behind the scenes. Give me strength and wisdom to follow You so I can embrace all You have for me.

[image: image] Today’s Thought to It’s Your Time [image: image]

The depth of my past is an indication of the height of my future. It’s my time to step out and embrace all that God has for me!



MAINTAIN AN OPTIMISTIC ATTITUDE
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DAILY READING 1:3

SCRIPTURE READING TO IT’S YOUR TIME                       LEVITICUS 26:1–13

I will give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase and the trees of the field yield their fruit.

LEVITICUS 26:4 (AMP)

MY WIFE, VICTORIA, ONCE LOST a ring her mother had given her. It was a diamond band that had been in the family for several generations. Although it was valuable, it held even more sentimental value to us. Sometimes when we’d go on trips, Victoria hid the ring in our house. We thought maybe she’d hidden it and forgotten the hiding place. So we looked, and looked, and looked in every drawer, in every cabinet. I looked behind couches and between cushions. I found things that I hadn’t seen in ten years. But never Victoria’s ring.

After a couple of months of looking on and off, I finally gave up. That ring was nowhere to be found. But every few days, I heard Victoria pray: “Father, thank You that I will find my ring. Thank You, for You are leading me and guiding me.”

I didn’t say anything out loud, but inside, being the great man of faith that I am, I thought, Victoria, you are wasting your time. We have turned this house upside down. That ring is just not here.

It’s funny, but when my mother-in-law noticed that Victoria was not wearing the ring and asked her about it, she said, “Oh, Mom. I’ve put it away in a really safe place.”

I thought, Yeah, so safe that we can’t even find it.

As the months went by, I probably heard Victoria say she would find that ring five hundred times. I never once heard her give up and say, “It’s gone. I’ve lost it. What will I do?”

She had an optimistic attitude. “I’m closer than I think. I know any day that ring will show up.”

Three years later we were driving home from Victoria, Texas, two hours south of Houston. We had just ministered for my brother-in-law Jim and my sister Tamara. Driving on the freeway, eleven at night, Victoria said, “Joel, you’d better slow down. You will get a ticket.”

“I won’t get a ticket,” I said. “We’re only going seventy. The speed limit is sixty-five.”

“No, the speed limit is sixty at night,” Victoria said.

“No, it’s sixty-five.”

“Joel, I’m telling you, you need to slow down.”

I laughed. “Victoria, I have the favor of God.”

God has such a sense of humor. Just about that time, I looked in my rearview mirror and saw the red flashing lights. Then I looked at Victoria and said, “You made me get this ticket.”

The officer was a real nice, polite young man. He said, “I need to see your driver’s license.” I gave it to him.

“Are you the minister?” he asked.

“I am.”

“Did you speak at Faith Family Church tonight?”

“I did. In fact, that’s my sister’s church.”

“I know,” the officer said. “My father was there. He’s the head usher.”

“Oh, man. That’s great. He was so nice to me.”

The officer laughed, but he still asked for my insurance card.

And so Victoria dug deeper and deeper in the glove compartment. It was dark and we were a little uptight about being pulled over. She found every card except the right one.

Finally, with the officer waiting, Victoria took out all the contents of the glove compartment in search of the insurance card. She reached way back inside as far as she could. There, deep down in the darkness, she felt something with a hard, sharp edge. She dug a little deeper, grabbed it, and pulled it out.

Lo and behold, it was her missing ring. She was so excited. She forgot all about looking for the insurance card!

I thought, Girl, you’re rejoicing, and I’m about to go to jail. “Victoria, that’s great. But we still have to find the insurance card,” I reminded her.

She finally dug out that, too, and gave it to the officer.

“Joel, I’ll let you go,” he said. “But first, I have one request. When I come visit your church, will you save me a seat?”

“Officer,” I told him, “I’ll save you a whole section.”

I drove off that night thinking, God, You are so good. I didn’t get a ticket and Victoria found her ring.

God works in mysterious ways. I thought later that He caused Victoria to find her ring at my expense. But the truth is that Victoria stayed in faith. She had that attitude: “I’m closer than I think.”

[image: image] Today’s Prayer to It’s Your Time [image: image]

Father, I worship You today. I thank You for preparing me for the blessing and promotion You have in my future. I surrender my heart, mind, will, and emotions to You so that I can live as a testimony of Your work in my life.

[image: image] Today’s Thought to It’s Your Time [image: image]

Right now the Creator of the universe is lining up things in my favor: the right people, the right breaks, the right opportunities.



THE TIDE IS TURNING
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DAILY READING 1:4

SCRIPTURE READING TO IT’S YOUR TIME                       ZECHARIAH 9

Come back to the place of safety,
all you prisoners who still have hope!
I promise this very day that I will repay
two blessings for each of your troubles.

ZECHARIAH 9:12 (NLT)

A FRIEND TOLD ME a story about an executive who had an interesting print hanging in his office. It depicted a large rowboat stranded on a beach. Two oars rested gently in the sand, with the ocean at low tide twenty or thirty feet behind it. The boat looked too heavy to drag, too big to move. It was just stuck there in the sand.

The picture wasn’t a thing of beauty. It wasn’t inspiring. In fact, it was depressing. Here was this boat created for the water, a very nice boat made to dance on top of the ocean waves, stuck in the sand.

But at the very bottom of the picture was a small caption that gave meaning to the otherwise unremarkable picture. It read, “The tide always comes back.”

With that simple caption, the print took on new meaning: When the tide returned, that stranded boat once again would find its purpose. It would return to the place it was meant to be.

My friend told me that the executive once had gone through a great disappointment. He didn’t think he would ever be happy again. Then he saw the painting at a small antiques store and bought it for just a few dollars. Every time he looked at it, he said to himself, “The tide is coming back.”

That print spoke faith into his heart. The caption gave him hope that things would change in his favor.

You may find yourself in a similar situation. Stuck. Stranded. Robbed of your purpose. Things may not be going your way. You’ve lost your energy and enthusiasm.

Heed those words: “The tide is coming back.”

Hear my message: God is breathing new life into your dreams.

You will feel the wind of His spirit lift your sails once again. You are not meant to simply endure life. Barely getting by is not acceptable. You were meant to dance on top of the waves.

Remember that it is always darkest before the dawn. More challenges mean you’re closer to your victory. Don’t give up on your dream. Don’t give up your relationship because the waters get rough. Don’t give up on living a healthy life because illness brings you down. Times may grow tough, but remember there are rewards for staying in faith.

[image: image] Today’s Prayer to It’s Your Time [image: image]

Father, help me to be a prisoner of hope, to get up every day expecting Your favor.

[image: image] Today’s Thought to It’s Your Time [image: image]

The tide is coming back. I am closer than I think!



JUMP-START YOUR FAITH
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DAILY READING 1:5

SCRIPTURE READING TO IT’S YOUR TIME                       GALATIANS 6

Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what you plant.

GALATIANS 6:7 (NLT)

BRENDA EHEART CREATED A PLACE that has benefited the lives of many people, young and old. But she would never have gotten the job done if she hadn’t relentlessly pursued her dream. This sociology professor has a passion for “unadoptable” children in foster care, kids who rarely know a loving, stable home. They often bounce from one foster home to another. Many have been abused or neglected.

Most age out of the system at eighteen. Often they wind up homeless, on drugs, committing crimes, or in prison. This problem has existed for decades. Professor Eheart wanted to do something about it.

She dreamed of a place where foster care kids would be permanently adopted and cared for by loving parents. These parents would be supported by child therapists, psychologists, and seniors serving as volunteer grandparents.

This professor had no money and no influence. She was told it was too expensive, that the problem was too big.

She did not give up. One day, she learned that an old air force base near her home in Illinois was shutting down. This base had a nice neighborhood of townhomes for air force officers and their families.

Professor Eheart knew nothing about politics. She had no clout. But she convinced the state to give her a million dollars. She bought an entire neighborhood on the old base.

She called it Hope Meadows.

Since it opened in 1994, Hope Meadows has taken nearly one hundred children out of foster care and given them permanent, loving homes. Some have gone on to college and earned degrees. Others have become hardworking, churchgoing members of their communities.

Brenda Eheart and her nonprofit organization recently received a grant so she can create other Hope Meadows around the country. Her once-impossible dream continues to grow.

Sometimes you just need something spoken over your life. You need someone to jump-start your faith, to breathe new life into your dreams. You may have been through a thousand disappointments. In the natural, you may have every reason to give up on what God’s put in your heart. But I’m asking you to let this simple phrase take root: My time is coming.

God is in control of your life. He knows exactly where you are. He knows even the hidden dreams He has put in you. The Scripture calls these the secret petitions of our heart. These are the dreams you have not shared with anyone. Maybe you thought they would never work out, or you buried them because they didn’t happen on your timetable.

But God still has a way to bring them to pass. Draw the line in the sand and say, “That’s it. I’m done being complacent. I’m done settling for mediocrity. I believe every dream, every promise, even the secret petitions of my heart will come to fulfillment.”

When you have that kind of attitude, all the forces of darkness cannot stop God from bringing your dreams to pass.

You may be discouraged. Negative thoughts may come, telling you, It never will happen. You never will marry. You never will be free of debt. You never will find happiness. This is as good as it gets.

You have to shake off those thoughts. Say, “Father, You said the path of the righteous gets brighter and brighter. You said no good thing will You withhold because I walk uprightly. You said because I delight myself in You, You would give me the secret petitions of my heart. So Father, I want to thank You that You are in control of my life, good things are in store, and I believe my time is coming.”

You will go through unfair situations. We all do. When somebody does you wrong or you get some bad breaks, don’t make the mistake of constantly dwelling on the downside. Too many pitch their tents in the land of self-pity. Somebody mistreated them a year ago, five years ago, thirty years ago, and they allow it to poison their lives.

If somebody does you wrong, instead of getting negative and bitter, your attitude should be, They just did me a favor. They just qualified me for double. And I believe my time is coming. I will come out with twice the joy, twice the peace, twice the victory.

That’s an attitude of hope, an attitude that says, I will not be defeated. It may look impossible, but I know God can do the impossible. They may have treated me wrong. I’m not worried. I know God is my vindicator. It may be taking a long time, but in due season I know I will reap if I just don’t give up.

You may have been through a series of losses. Life may not seem fair. It’s easy to think, It never will be better. This just is my lot in life. If you are not careful, your negative thoughts will draw in more of the negative. It begins with one unfair situation, and then we perpetuate it by having and holding on to the wrong mind-sets. I’m asking you to break out of that rut. You may have been through unfair situations, but it’s not over until God says it’s over.

God always has the final say. He is a God of justice. God sees every wrong that’s ever been done to you. He sees every unfair situation. He says that if you will stay in faith, if you’ll keep your hopes up, He will make your wrongs right. He will bring justice into your life.

Your attitude should be, It may have been unfair. They may have done me wrong. But I refuse to get bitter. I know my time is coming.

[image: image] Today’s Prayer to It’s Your Time [image: image]

Father in heaven, I ask You to search my heart. Help me, by Your Spirit, to plant good seeds for my future. Use me for Your glory.

[image: image] Today’s Thought to It’s Your Time [image: image]

As I stay obedient to the Word of God, I will see those seeds grow. I will rise up higher and enjoy the harvest of blessing God has promised me.



GOD’S PROMISE IS IN YOU
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DAILY READING 1:6

SCRIPTURE READING TO IT’S YOUR TIME                       LUKE 2

At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.

LUKE 2:25–26 (NLT)

IN THE SCRIPTURE GOD TELLS Simeon he would not die until he saw Christ. Simeon did not understand, but he let God’s promise take root deep down inside. He didn’t tell anybody about God’s message. It was just between him and God.

Some commentaries say Simeon waited nearly twenty years. I can imagine the older he grew, the more he was tempted to think, I must not have heard God right. It never will happen. It’s been five years, now ten years.

No, Simeon had to do just what I’m asking us to do. When those negative thoughts came, he had to shake it off and say, “No, my time is coming. The promise is in me. God put it in my heart. And I will not go to my grave until I see it fulfilled.”

He rose every morning hoping, believing, expecting. And God is faithful, for some twenty years later, Simeon saw that promise come to pass.

God speaks to us all just as he did to Simeon. Deep down on the inside you have dreams that you know will come to pass before you leave this earth. It may be a promise that a child will return to the right path. Maybe your child has been off that path for five, ten, fifteen years.

Do what Simeon did. Just remind God “You put this promise in me that as for me and my house we will serve the Lord. And I believe I will not go to my grave until I see my whole family serving you.”

Maybe God put a promise on you that day you were married. You’ve been through some disappointments, some broken relationships. You’re a little older. You’re tempted to think it will not happen. No, God has already picked out the right person. And you’re never too old.

Just recently I met a couple in their nineties. They’d just had their wedding and were on their honeymoon. Now, I know you don’t want to wait until your nineties to get married. I’m just giving you the worst-case scenario. Then again, I heard about this eighty-five-year-old woman who went on a blind date with a ninety-two-year-old man.

She came home very frustrated. Her daughter said, “Mom, what went wrong on your date?”

“I had to slap him three times,” she said.

“You mean he tried to get fresh?” the daughter asked.

“No. I thought he was dead.”

Maybe God’s put one of these promises in you instead: that one day you will write a book, be in management, open a successful business, or join the ministry. But now, like Simeon, you are doubtful that your dream will ever happen. Negative thoughts creep in: You’re getting too old. You don’t have the right connections. You’ve made too many mistakes.

Sometimes the more we believe, the more we pray, the less likely it looks. It’s easy to get complacent and to let the seed die stillborn. But I’m asking you to do what Simeon did.

No matter how long it’s been, no matter how tempted you are to get discouraged, get up every morning and just declare it by faith: “My time is coming. The promise is in me, and I will not die until I see it come to pass.”

If Simeon were standing before us today, he’d say, “Don’t give up on that promise. Your time is coming.”

You need to let Simeon’s story sink deep down on the inside. Some of you thought it was over. Some of you thought you made too many mistakes. You thought you were getting too old. But it’s never too late. God says, essentially, “This is your season. Keep your faith stirred up.”

God put a promise in Moses that he would deliver the people of Israel, but Moses made a major mistake. He killed somebody and had to run for his life. Forty years went by. It looked like he was done. It seemed like it was over.

But God never aborts a dream. We may give up on it. We may delay it. But the seed God put in you never dies.

My advice is to stay faithful. Your time is coming.

Maybe you’ve been working in the same job for twenty years, showing up early, giving it your best, but the promotion has never come.

Do not get bitter. Don’t get negative. You’re not working unto man. You’re working unto God. And if you’ll keep the right attitude, your time of promotion will come.

God is keeping the records. He sees every seed you’ve ever sown. What you sow you will reap. If Simeon were standing before us today, he’d say, “Don’t give up on that promise. Your time is coming.”

[image: image] Today’s Prayer to It’s Your Time [image: image]

Father, You put this promise in me to serve You. And I believe I will not go to my grave until I see my whole family serving you.

[image: image] Today’s Thought to It’s Your Time [image: image]

I will keep my faith stirred up.



FAN THE FLAME


[image: image]

DAILY READING 1:7

SCRIPTURE READING TO IT’S YOUR TIME                       II TIMOTHY 1

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you . . .

II TIMOTHY 1:6 (NIV)

DR. SYED NAQVI WAS JOGGING on a treadmill in his home when he went into cardiac arrest. Emergency workers and doctors kept the fifty-six-year-old neurologist alive, but he was in a vegetative state, unable to breathe on his own.

His wife, Nina, refused to give up. She contacted another neurologist, a family friend, and pleaded for his help. This doctor had just learned of a new “cooling treatment” for cardiac arrest patients. If the treatment begins within six hours of the attack, the patient has a much greater chance of full recovery.

Dr. Naqvi’s brainwaves were nearly flat. They literally put him on ice. His body was cooled for twenty-four hours. His temperature dropped to eight degrees below normal. His wife and other family members waited and prayed.

Was it their time to believe?

Yes, it was.

Five days later, Dr. Naqvi came out of his coma. At first, he was confused and had memory lapses. But within six weeks, his mental functions were fully restored. He went from a life-threatening vegetative state to once again treating his own patients!

Stay in faith. Be a prisoner of hope. God will put the right people in your path. God will bring to fulfillment even the secret petitions of your heart. You must rise up, like Mrs. Naqvi, block out negative thoughts, and say, “You know what? This is for me. With my faith I will ignite this moment. With my faith I will bring forth the dream on the inside.”

The Scripture encourages us to fan the flame. At eighty years of age, Moses saw his time come. After thirteen years of being done wrong, Joseph saw his time come. If God did it for them, He can do it for you. Keep your faith stirred up. You’ve served others. You’ve given generously. You’ve sacrificed your time. And that’s great. That’s what life is all about.

[image: image] Today’s Prayer to It’s Your Time [image: image]

Father, I come to You today giving You my disappointments, setbacks, hurts, and broken dreams. I ask that You restore my passion and vision for the future. Let Your flame burn brightly in me now and forevermore.

[image: image] Today’s Thought to It’s Your Time [image: image]

I will never let “good enough” be good enough.



GOD HAS MOMENTS OF FAVOR
FOR YOU


[image: image]

DAILY READING 1:8

SCRIPTURE READING TO IT’S YOUR TIME                       PSALM 31

Rescue me from my enemies, Lord; I run to you to hide me.

PSALM 31:15 (NLT)

MARIE WORKED AT A SMALL restaurant near Los Angeles. She waited on tables, cooked, cleaned, basically did it all. One day her boss, the owner, said that more and more customers were requesting desserts. At that time the restaurant didn’t offer any. The boss told Marie she had to come in earlier to make desserts every morning.

Her first reaction was frustration.

I already work hard enough, she thought. This is not fair.

But instead of getting bitter, Marie decided to accept the new duty as a challenge. She set her sights on creating the best desserts she possibly could.

Marie’s pies caught on. Customers loved them. In fact, people came to the restaurant just to have a piece of her pie. Her pies became so popular that Marie decided to open her own pie company.

She took a step of faith and things quickly fell into place. She found a bakery. She bought the equipment she needed. It was a moment of favor.

Before long, her little business began to grow and her son joined her. They opened more and more locations. Eventually, Marie Callender’s company had 110 restaurants and an entire line of frozen pies and entrees sold in supermarkets!

It doesn’t matter where you are right now; God has moments of favor for you, too. You may not be able to figure it out, but that’s okay. That’s not your job. Your job is to believe. God’s already figured it out.
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In Daily Readings from It’s Your Time, pastor and
bestselling author Joel Osteen helps you turn every
day into an opportunity for a better life as you incor-
porate messages of hope and faith more deeply into
everything you do. No matter where you stand,
this 90-day devotional provides new approaches for
transforming your life. Joel guides you with thought-
provoking anecdotes, words of encouragement, and
inspiring scripture. Based on /¢’s Your Time, this
devotional centers around five encouraging themes:

 It’s Time to Believe

* It’s Time for Favor

¢ It’s Time for Restoration
* It’s Time to Trust

* It’s Time to Stretch
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of the five ideas. As you travel through each day, you
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of It’s Your Time into your life. Highlighting key sto-
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reminds you that the bigger your burden, the greater
your blessings to come.

1t’s Your Time!
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