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This book is dedicated to
 all of the women
 who eagerly seek God,
 boldly follow Him,
 and bravely share their stories.
 You give us a glimpse of
 Christ’s glory!












Contents




1  

Orchestrated Meeting






2  

A Beautiful Completion






3  

Enlightening Flow






4  

Shepherding Voice






5  

The Pursuit of Today






6  

Hearts Waiting






7  

The Phantom Rose Exchanger






8  

Faithful Journey






9  

Mountains Moved






10  

Loving In-Laws






11  

Compassion at Work






12  

Divine Help and Heaven-Bound Kisses






13  

Crossing Jordan






14  

Hooligan’s Hope






15  

Grocery Money






16  

Sustaining Praise






17  

Compassionate Intervention






18  

The Heavenly Pillowmaker






19  

Singing over Broken Nails






20  

Mother of the Groom






21  

An Unexpected Ministry






22  

Moving Forward






23  

Choosing Love






24  

Steps of Faith






25  

Saturday-Morning Sadness






26  

Banged-Up Beauties






27  

Heavenly Care






28  

Friendly Reunion






29  

Divine Refuge






30  

Fruitful Overflow






31  

Peaceful Revelation








32  

A Message Delivered






33  

For His Name’s Sake






34  

From the Valley to the Field






35  

A Moving Confirmation






36  

A Heart’s Longing






37  

Illuminating Darkness






38  

A Good Education






39  

Beneficial Battle






40  

Sweet Generosity






41  

Comforting Refuge






42  

Sacrificed Desire






43  

Avowing Trust






44  

The Door of Hope






45  

Heavenly Minded






46  

Giving Extravagantly






47  

Peace in the Thanksgiving






48  

Blessed Perspective






49  

Hope-Filled Joy






50  

Refining Delivery






51  

Treasured Days






52  

Mercy Road






Contributor Acknowledgments














May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.


Psalm 19:14 NIV
















Chapter One


Orchestrated Meeting




When I was upset and beside myself, you calmed me down and cheered me up.


Psalm 94:19 MSG








If only my eyes had windshield wipers. Tears blurred my vision as I turned onto the 405 freeway. How could a leadership meeting go so wrong? I had been caught completely off guard and walked into a whirlwind of false accusations and unrealistic expectations. When I was subsequently asked to step out of my ministry position for a time, I was stunned. I left the meeting hurt and confused. I wasn’t in any condition to drive, but I just wanted to get home. My heart raced as I wept and relived the painful event. I blinked my eyes into focus and noticed a familiar personalized license plate on the car in front of me. It was my friend’s car. Oh, how I needed a friend!


I honked my horn and flashed my headlights frantically until the car pulled to the shoulder of the road. I followed suit, turned off my engine, and ran along the freeway into the arms of two of my dearest friends. They hugged me for a moment before suggesting that we move to a safer location. We exited the highway and, since it was after dark, found a lighted parking lot. We all climbed into one car, where I relayed the evening’s events. We talked, cried, and prayed together.


After a few minutes, my heart rate returned to normal and my tears slowed to a trickle. Relieved and grateful for their timely hugs, I asked my friends, who didn’t live in the area, why they were in town. They had driven over to attend a special event, but their plans for a big night of fun had fallen apart when they were unable to find the event location. Their “we drove all the way down here for nothing” conversation had been interrupted by my honking horn and flashing lights.


Whenever I find myself in a state of despair, I remember that night on the 405 freeway. My friends’ consoling hugs were a precious gift from God. He knew I would be in distress, and He sent two treasured friends to comfort me.


—Debbie Wong


Embracing God’s Truth


As Debbie saw the familiar car and license plate on the freeway that night, she recognized that God had orchestrated her friends’ presence precisely at her time of distress. He placed her friend’s car in front of her so she would be able to receive the comfort and warm hugs she needed after a devastating meeting.


Have you ever had a friend show up at a time when you needed a warm hug or a friendly smile? If so, describe the circumstances.


 



















 




Read Isaiah 46:10–11. What do you learn about God from these passages?


 



















 


What additional information do you gain from Psalm 147:5?



















 


God is powerful, and there is no limit to His knowledge and understanding. He can coordinate the circumstances of our lives to accomplish His divine purposes.


What additional encouragement do you find in Psalm 139:1–4, 13–16?



















 


God knows all that has happened in your past; He is aware of the circumstances you find yourself in today; and He knows the challenges you will face tomorrow. He understands your thoughts before you even think them and your words before you say them. God created you, and you are precious to Him. You can take comfort in the realization that God anticipates your needs and is able to meet every one of them.




God orchestrated Debbie’s meeting with friends on the 405. And as difficult as it was for her, He also allowed the painful events to unfold earlier that evening. Perhaps God had plans for Debbie other than the position she was in. Maybe someone else was supposed to lead that particular ministry at that time. Whatever the reasons behind that first meeting, neither of Debbie’s two meetings that night happened without God’s knowledge.


The next time you encounter a painful trial that you don’t understand or run into a treasured friend when you’re feeling discouraged, remember that God is the divine orchestrator. We don’t always understand what He’s doing, but He is always at work, in every meeting and situation, accomplishing His purposes.















Chapter Two


A Beautiful Completion




This is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.


1 Peter 3:5–6








I turn sixty this year. I have been a widow for one year. And…I own cows. Ten years ago I lived in a big city with my beloved husband, Rick, and the cows were simply his weekend hobby. I never dreamed I’d become a cattle woman living on a ranch in the Hill Country of Texas without my husband.


Ten years ago I began to earnestly pray that my husband would become the spiritual leader of our household. Of course, I thought God would simply change Rick. But before my prayer could be answered, it was my heart that needed to undergo some adjustment.




One day my husband, a highly successful mechanical engineer, came home and announced that he wanted to move to our ranch. I thought he was joking at first. But when I realized he was serious, I struggled to know how to respond. After all, Rick was asking me to leave a twenty-year career as a social worker, lifelong friends, an active role in women’s ministry at our church, and the modern conveniences of big-city life.


Within a few days I contacted our pastor’s wife and sought her counsel. After explaining the circumstances, she asked me a predictable question: “Do you want to be a completer or a competer?” I had an intellectual understanding of obedience and submission. But I had to decide whether I really trusted God to bless me if I willingly submitted to my husband’s lead, leaving behind my contented life in the city for a ranch where the nearest town had a population of only three thousand people.


All I could think about was what I would have to give up. I wanted to be “a completer,” but I panicked at the thought of being just Rancher Rick’s wife. So much of my identity was tied to my career, my friends, and the ministering I did at church. As I wondered how I could make such a move, I thought of Sarah from the Bible, a wonderful illustration of a submissive wife. She moved with her husband to an unknown land, leaving her hometown, her friends, and her family. I wondered if Sarah had struggled with some of the same feelings I was experiencing.


I read 1 Peter 3:5–6. Indeed, fear was my primary emotion. I knew Sarah had been blessed for her obedience. Hebrews 11:11 (NASB) tells us, “By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised.” So I trusted God, stepped out in faith, and followed my husband to the Flying D Ranch.


It was in the Texas Hill Country that God answered my prayer for Rick to be the spiritual leader of our home. In the city Rick had attended church and Sunday school with me, but he didn’t actively study the Bible or lead family prayer time. I don’t remember him ever talking about God’s activity in his life. But after moving to the ranch, everything began to change.


First Rick volunteered to lead a couples Bible study with me. Then he began substitute teaching for a men’s Sunday-school class. After we took a trip to Israel together, Rick frequently spoke to groups about Israel and the history of the Bible. On his initiative, we began a Bible study in our home, led by our former pastor from the city. In the years that followed, the group grew from fifteen to more than twenty-five men and women meeting at our home every week. At that point we moved the study to town, where it eventually reached an attendance level of fifty to sixty people. Whenever the pastor was out of town, Rick taught for him. My husband underwent an amazing transformation.


Two years after our move to the ranch, I asked Rick which memories of our time at the ranch were his favorites. He wrote his answer in a two-page Valentine’s Day message. Here is a portion of his note:




One of the best ongoing memories is sharing our love for the Lord and the deepening of faith. The trip to Israel was one of the most memorable events on our religious journey. I know that there is much growth to come on my part, and I look forward to enjoying this with you. I really am thankful for your willingness to take the risk with me and move to the ranch. I know that this is a big adjustment for you and that the transition is more difficult for you than for me…. Honey, I love you very much and look forward to making many new and lasting memories with you.





My beloved Rancher Rick spent six wonderful years on the Flying D Ranch making memories that I will forever cherish. We were blessed with an abundance of togetherness because my career was no longer in competition for my time with my husband. Rancher Rick had a true partner in life, and he was wonderfully content. I thank God that I know with certainty that my Rancher Rick finished well. Before acute respiratory distress syndrome took his life, he was working on a teaching message for our Bible study.


Ten years ago I asked God to make my husband the spiritual leader of our family. God asked me to be a submissive wife and to follow Rick to the ranch. I couldn’t have known that my test of faith would be the situation through which God would answer my prayer, but it was. I thank God for giving me six wonderful years as Rancher Rick’s wife and for showing me that I can trust in His Word. I didn’t give way to my many fears. Like the holy women of the past, I put my hope in God, and He blessed me with a beautiful relationship with my husband that enabled him to become the man of faith God created him to be.


—Pam Durst


Embracing God’s Truth


Pam was able to make the changes necessary for her husband’s spiritual growth because she trusted God to bless her for submitting to her husband by putting his needs ahead of her own. Her willingness to live according to the principles in God’s Word led to a beautiful transformation of her marriage.


Read 1 Peter 3:3–4. How does today’s society define feminine beauty? Give examples.













 


Read 1 Peter 3:5–6. You may not be married, but we all need to submit to God’s authority to display the gentle and quiet spirit that is so valuable in His sight. What role does fear play in your struggle to submit to God’s authority?


 













 


Read Psalm 34:1–5 and note what causes you to be radiant.


 













 


Follow the examples of Pam and Sarah: Don’t give way to fear. Look to the Lord. Trust Him and submit to His Word. And don’t be surprised when friends begin asking for your beauty secrets!















Chapter Three


Enlightening Flow




Let your light shine before men.


Matthew 5:16








After cleaning up what seemed like gallons of spilled nacho cheese sauce off the gym floor and picking up dozens of half-eaten hot dogs from the parking lot, I was tired and frustrated. My husband and I have rented a gym in an inner-city area on Thursday evenings for more than fifteen years. We open it up to the community for basketball, table games, and supper each week. We host between eighty and two hundred people ranging in age from infants to adults. We serve gang members, homeless people, school-aged children, and aspiring young athletes. Many come just to feast on the free hot dogs, nachos, and soda. Some play games, and others just hang out and visit. But everyone hears about Jesus, and our goal is to help them understand that He can make a difference in their daily lives.




This particular evening had been a rough one, with numerous scuffles and arguments. The gym got unusually messy, and as I mopped the floor and threw the last trash bag into the Dumpster, I prayed, “Lord, are we still supposed to be coming here? Are we being effective for You, or should we go and serve You somewhere else?” At last I shuffled out to our van. Much to my dismay, the vehicle was filled to capacity with young men needing a ride. Oh great, I thought, that’s one more hour added to an already long ride home. I pulled myself up into the van next to my husband. He was smiling from ear to ear, thrilled with the opportunity to encourage and show God’s love to the guys a little longer. The van reeked of smelly basketball players, and I was not smiling.


We started down the road, and I could hear the young men singing; but I was focused on my rapidly growing self-pity and didn’t listen to their words. They were “flowing,” which is a group form of rap. A group of people get a beat going and then take turns singing without breaking the rhyme and rhythm. It’s entertaining when you’re in the mood to listen, which I was not. But suddenly I realized they were flowing about us—joyfully singing about how we feed them and let them play basketball at the gym each week and (as if I didn’t already feel guilty enough) how much we care about them.


My pity party ended abruptly, and I sat there in the smelly van with my heart bare before my Lord. I knew that serving God was never about me. But in a moment of discouragement, I had forgotten. Lord, I prayed silently, thank You for flowing me back to reality. I asked for God’s forgiveness and felt a surge of encouragement as I prayed, Lord, let my life be a constant “flow” about You so that people will know of Your love and Your salvation.


—Tammy Harman




Embracing God’s Truth


Tammy was discouraged after a long, exhausting day of inner-city ministry. She wondered if all of the effort and time was making a difference in the lives of those she and her husband served. But as she sat stewing in a van filled with smelly basketball players, God used their expression of love and gratitude to remind Tammy to keep her focus on serving Him and to love unconditionally, as God loves her.


Tammy asked God to let her life be a “flow” that continually displays His love and the salvation that is available through faith in Jesus. If your life were a song, what message do you think that song would communicate?


 













 


Read Matthew 5:13–16. Jesus said His followers are the salt of the earth. Salt stimulates our appetites and enhances the flavor of foods. Jesus also said that we are the light of the world. Our actions should shine so brightly with the love of God that people take notice.


According to verse 16, what is the reason we are to shine brightly by doing good works?


 













 


When we do good deeds in the name of Jesus, we are letting our light shine before the world. We are being salt when we whet their appetites for the gospel.


 




We are, in essence, allowing our lives to sing of His love so that we bring glory to our Father in heaven.


What message do you want your life-song to communicate?


 













 


Look back at your answer to the first question. If your song needs a little tweaking, ask God to help you change the message you convey.


Take a few minutes to write a few lines to your life-song. Write them down on an index card or a piece of paper and place it where you will see it often. Ask God to cause your light to shine and His love to “flow” in rhythmic harmony.















Chapter Four


Shepherding Voice




I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me.


John 10:14








I closed my Bible with a thump. “Lord, here’s the deal. You said that Your sheep hear and know Your voice, but I can’t tell when You’re speaking to me. I never know when I’m hearing Your voice or just my own thoughts.”


I drove to work and mulled over the problem. The logical conclusion kept pounding through my head: I must not be one of Your sheep.


At the office I gathered up a stack of outgoing mail from my desk and headed across campus to the post office. On autopilot, I trudged through the shade of oak trees, past flower gardens, and around a bubbling fountain. The verses I’d read that morning consumed my thoughts.




How can I tell when you’re talking to me, God?


I opened the door to the student union building. A blast of air-conditioning jolted me from my reverie. I had no memory of the trek. Shaking my head, I determined to rid my mind of those distracting thoughts once and for all.


After depositing the office mail, I walked to the student bookstore across the hall. The store had a Russian textbook that I had wanted since I first saw it three weeks earlier. I pulled the book from the shelf and flipped through the pages. A smile tugged at my lips as my eyes caressed the Cyrillic characters. Ever since visiting Russia in the early 1990s, I longed to go back.


Taking the book to the checkout, I waited in line for my turn. I had an odd feeling that I shouldn’t buy the book, but I shrugged it off, flipped open my checkbook, and scrawled, “University of North Texas Bookstore,” on the appropriate line. The clerk punched some keys on her register, and her cash drawer opened. I poised the pen over the signature line.


Don’t buy this book.


The words drummed through my head. The clerk’s eyes glinted with impatience while she waited for my signature.


Don’t buy this book.


Though the thought defied logic, it pestered me like my neighbor’s yappy poodle. I cleared my throat and felt my face turning the color of a cherry Slurpee. “I’m sorry, but I’ll need to cancel this purchase.” I forced myself to meet the clerk’s dagger eyes.


“Fine.” The single word could have been a stainless-steel machete.


I swallowed hard, pushed the book across the counter, and hastened to the door. Outside, I tried to put some distance between me and my humiliation by speed-walking up the hill toward my office. Halfway to the top, I turned around.


This is stupid. I’m going to buy the book.


I continued the turn so that once again I faced my office.


Nope. Can’t do it.




This is crazy! Anyone watching will wonder why this nutty woman is spinning in circles on the sidewalk. Crazy or not, I knew I couldn’t buy the book.


Lord, I don’t get it. I really want that book. Why can’t I buy it?


“Hey, Sonjia,” a girl’s voice interrupted my silent prayer. “I thought that was you.”


The girl attended my church, but we only ran into each other once in a great while. “I talked with your parents recently, and they said you wanted to go back to Russia.”


I nodded, wondering where this was going.


“I have a Russian language textbook. It’s the same one they sell in the campus bookstore. If you want it, I’d love to give it to you.” She reached in her backpack and pulled out the coveted item.


Too amazed to manage more than a blurted “Thanks. That’d be great,” I hugged the book and skipped the rest of the way to my office.


Okay, Lord, You’ve made your point. This little lamb does know Your voice. By the way, did I just hear a chuckle?


—Sonjia Bradshaw


Embracing God’s Truth


As Sonjia struggled to know whether she was able to hear God speak, she clearly recognized His voice when she inexplicably understood that she was not supposed to purchase the Russian text book.


Believers in Jesus are members of His flock, and Scripture tells us that we should recognize when He is speaking.


Read John 10:1–3. What is the relationship between the Shepherd and His sheep?













 


The Shepherd knows His sheep well. He knows their names, and they know His voice. That kind of knowing comes only through time spent together. How much time did you spend with your Shepherd this week, interacting with Him through prayer, Bible study, or time in praise and worship?


 













 


Read John 10:4. Where do the sheep position themselves as they travel with their Shepherd?













 


Do you usually ask God for direction before you act, seeking to follow your Shepherd, or do you tend to head out on your own, asking Him to correct you if you’re heading in the wrong direction?













 


As Jesus prepared His disciples for His departure, He wanted them to know that they would be able to hear from Him through the Holy Spirit. Read His words to His followers in John 16:12–15 and note the Holy Spirit’s role in our communication with our Shepherd.


The Holy Spirit makes known to us the voice of our Shepherd. We need to spend time cultivating a relationship with God through prayer, Bible study, and worship. We need to seek His guidance and desire to follow Him. When we do, the Holy Spirit will lead us to the truth. We will come to know His voice and recognize when He is speaking.


Spend some time with the Shepherd this week. Slow down and listen for His voice. He may choose to speak through His Word, through circumstances, or, as with Sonjia, through an overwhelming sense that you are supposed to do something (or not do it). If you’re unsure, ask Him to confirm His voice for you as He did with Sonjia. When He does, you’ll know His voice—and don’t be surprised if it puts a skip in your step too!















Chapter Five


The Pursuit of Today




But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.


Matthew 6:33








I said good-bye to my dad—after his long battle with cancer—the same month my twins were born. The delightful, blond-headed pair was a perfectly timed gift from God to help bring healing and hope to my family. I’d been in an intense battle for my marriage and family for years, and those two new lives represented a promise of new beginnings. I was thankful for the opportunity to stay at home to raise them along with my two older children, whom I was homeschooling.


But just days after the twins’ first birthday, it became clear that I would be left alone to raise my children, and our lives would take a dramatic turn. The first days and weeks felt dark and were filled with pain, loneliness, and fear. As the weeks passed, many decisions had to be made about work, schooling, and child care. The daily demands of running a household, generating income, and caring for the needs of four children seemed insurmountable. But I got through each day by praying and by reading, speaking, and breathing God’s Word. I had claimed Matthew 6:33 as my life verse years earlier; now I really would have to choose to live it out every day.


I decided to put my life and the lives of my children fully into God’s capable hands. I was determined not to hold anything back from Him. I did my best to seek God first in everything. I tithed, and I trusted Him with the results. There were days when sick children, car trouble, babysitting challenges, unpaid bills, or school needs brought discouragement and fear. Birthdays and holidays left me lonely and sad. I had moments when I wanted to lie down and give up. When I tried to look ahead to the next year or even the next week, fear and anxiety would steal my joy. But I realized that by living in the pain of the past or worrying about the future, I was giving away today with my children. I sensed that God was telling me to seek His kingdom and His righteousness first—His ways, His will, His forgiveness, His promises, His people, His fellowship, His Word, His heart, His healing, His hope. To do that, I had to seek Him one day at a time.


As I learned to live each day seeking Him fully and first, I found victory, joy, peace, healing, and hope. My todays weren’t stolen. They were filled with living and thankfulness and gratitude. God has been faithful in providing for us. Not one time has a need gone unmet—not one time! My prayer journal is filled with records of needs met and prayers answered in miraculous ways.


The twins are now four years old, and God has provided income in a way that still allows me to be active in my role as a mother. In addition to meeting our daily needs, He has provided Christian schooling for my children, mentors and prayer partners to support me, ministry opportunities for our entire family, and fun and inexpensive family vacations. God is showing Himself faithful to me and to everyone who knows our family. Proverbs 31:25 says, “She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come.” As I seek my heavenly Father and His kingdom, He clothes me in strength and dignity. I can laugh at the days to come because I know they are in His capable and trustworthy hands.


—Amy Kidd


Embracing God’s Truth


When Amy began seeking God’s kingdom and His righteousness on a daily basis, God was faithful in providing for the needs of her family. But perhaps God’s greatest work was performed in Amy’s heart as He brought her to a place where she has learned to enjoy today, clothed in strength and dignity as she relies on the Lord for her family’s tomorrows.


In Jesus’ famous Sermon on the Mount, He urged His followers not to worry about their basic needs but to seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness above all else. When we do, God will provide the things we need.


Read Matthew 6:25–32. What examples of God’s faithful provision did Jesus give? 













 


In Luke 12:29 Jesus said, “Do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it.” This is the only time Jesus is recorded as using this particular Greek word for worry. It means, “To hang suspended in midair.” In other words, when we worry, we are so caught up in our anxiety over the needs of tomorrow that we are unable to enjoy our today.


Do you find yourself worrying about your future financial needs? If so, how does your anxiety over the future affect your ability to enjoy the present?


 















 


Read Matthew 6:33–34 and note Jesus’ instructions.













 


Have you missed making memories with your family today because you were worrying about tomorrow? If so, focus your energy and attention on seeking God’s kingdom and His righteousness. When you do, you’ll be able to face your tomorrows with confidence, trusting that everything you need will be provided.
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