
  [image: images]


  [image: images]


  Copyright © 2010 Palladium Press, L.L.C.

  First Skyhorse Publishing edition 2015.

  Excerpts from Jack O’ Connor’s Sportsman’s Arms and Ammunition Manual (1952) Copyright Time 4 Media, Inc. Reprinted with permission from OutdoorLife © Magazine. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any medium is strictly prohibited without permission from Time 4 Media, Inc. Such permission may be requested from OutdoorLife © Magazine.

  Portions of this book appear courtesy of Bradford O’Connor,

  Caroline O’ Connor McCullam, and Catherine O’ Connor.

  All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without the express written consent of the publisher, except in the case of brief excerpts in critical reviews or articles. All inquiries should be addressed to Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018.

  Skyhorse Publishing books may be purchased in bulk at special discounts for sales promotion, corporate gifts, fund-raising, or educational purposes. Special editions can also be created to specifications. For details, contact the Special Sales Department, Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018 or info@skyhorsepublishing.com.

  Skyhorse® and Skyhorse Publishing® are registered trademarks of Skyhorse Publishing, Inc.®, a Delaware corporation.

  Visit our website at www.skyhorsepublishing.com.

  10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

  Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available on file.

  Print ISBN: 978-1-62914-749-9

  Ebook ISBN: 978-1-62914-940-0

  Printed in the United States of America


  
INTRODUCTION

  THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOK
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  This book is about target shooting with a handgun (with the exception of a small section on handgun hunting, which for most of us is only an infrequent activity). However, in my opinion, the popularity of target shooting with a handgun belies, or is incidental to, the overriding reason people are buying, owning, and training themselves in the use of handguns in ever-growing numbers—self-defense.

  During the last century or so, by far the most popular use of the handgun has been for target shooting. It is estimated that several million Americans engage in the sport of shooting at targets simply for practice, for pleasure, or to engage in competition matches. Likely every small town in America has at least one handgun shooting range.

  But today, as law-abiding Americans witness the rise of violent crime in their neighborhoods, the increased use of guns by criminals, the higher rates of recidivism among our prison populations, and the pardons of many violent felons, many of our citizens are turning to another important use of the handgun: self-defense. And it is to that purpose that this book is dedicated: to school you in handgun target shooting in order to equip you with the skills to effectively defend yourself and others against felonious attack.

  The handgun is the ideal tool for self-defense. It is relatively short and small, can be operated with one hand if necessary, can be conveniently stored and carried, and, unlike a rifle or shotgun, can be brought into action and used in the close confines of a room in your home, or even your automobile.

  But if a handgun has to be used, it has to be used effectively; that is, accurately. The irresponsible discharge of a handgun in untrained hands is like the detonation of a stick of dynamite. Its effects are random, unpredictable, and potentially deadly.

  This is an awesome personal responsibility. You would not be taking the time to read this book if you did not agree. And to meet that responsibility, you must train yourself in the effective and accurate use of the handgun. This requires two things. First, you must study and learn the principles of handgun marksmanship set forth in the following pages. Second, you must put these principles into action with repetitive sessions of handgun target shooting on the range. Mastering handgun marksmanship by target shooting—at whatever distance and degree of accuracy you wish to achieve—is the absolute prerequisite to the effective use of the handgun in defense of yourself and others.

  A Brief History of the Handgun

  For centuries wars were won and men died by the sword. All of that changed with the invention of gunpowder sometime during the twelfth or thirteenth century, followed by the invention of cannons, muskets, and handguns sometime during the fourteenth century.

  Since then, the handgun has acquired more notoriety than any other type of firearm, probably because of its association with a number of famous historical events, including the duel in 1804 between Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr that resulted in Hamilton’s death; the death of Russian poet Alexander Pushkin in an 1837 duel; the battles of the American Civil War, during which prolific use of the handgun by Union and Confederate forces became widespread; John Wilkes Booth’s assassination of Abraham Lincoln in 1865 (with a Philadelphia derringer); and the legendary encounters between gunslingers and lawmen on our western frontier in the 1900s.

  At first, handguns were crude, almost toylike, unreliable weapons. But over time a series of changes were made that improved reliability. Chief among these were firing mechanisms that ignited gunpowder to create the energy to propel a lead ball down the barrel—first the matchlock, which used match cord to ignite gunpowder in a flash pan; then the wheel lock, which created sparks to ignite the powder; followed by snap lock, snaphaunce, and flintlock designs, which utilized a variety of hammer devices to strike a small piece of flint to produce ignition. These handgun ignition mechanisms prevailed for nearly two hundred years, even though they were frequently subject to misfire and had the disadvantage in night combat of revealing the shooter’s position by the flash of the igniting gunpowder.

  These deficiencies were cured in 1807 when the Scottish minister Alexander John Forsyth invented the percussion-cap lock, in which the firing mechanism no longer used a flash pan, but rather a tube leading straight into the gun barrel to ignite a cap that exploded when struck. Caplock revolvers proved to be a tactical success in the Civil War, when thousands were used by both Union and Confederate forces.

  Thereafter, throughout the balance of the nineteenth century and into the twentieth century, in America as well as Europe, numerous new handgun mechanisms were invented, including single- and double-action revolvers, the Lee box magazine, semiautomatic mechanisms, and both rimfire and centerfire handgun cartridges.

  In America, four handgun designs are worthy of special mention.

  First, and unquestionably the most famous handgun design in American history, is that of Samuel Colt, including the 1836 Colt Paterson revolver and its famous successors: Colt’s Walker Army revolvers, used by the U.S. Cavalry in the Mexican War of 1846–1848; and Colt’s Navy or 1851 Colt model.

  Another enduring American handgun design was that of John Browning, the 1911 Colt .45, made famous by its tremendous stopping power when used by the U.S. Army against Moro guerrillas in the Philippines at the turn of the twentieth century.

  In 1915, John Browning also invented the Colt Woodsman .22 semiautomatic rimfire pistol, which for years was the favorite handgun of target shooters.

  A fourth lasting American handgun design is Elmer Keith’s and Philip B. Sharpe’s 1934 Smith & Wesson .357 Magnum of Dirty Harry fame.

  Arms manufacturers in Europe also created several legendary handguns. Likely the most famous European handgun is the German Luger, first introduced in 1902. The Luger, also known as the 9 mm Parabellum (the name Parabellum comes from the Latin phrase Si vis pacem, para bellum—“If you wish peace, prepare for war”), was followed in 1906 by the world-famous Luger model, Pistole .08.

  Use by a young Winston Churchill in the Battle of Omdurman in Sudan in 1898 brought fame to the Mauser C96 “Broomhandle,” the first reliable semiautomatic pistol. (The pistol’s unusual name derives from the handgun’s cumbersome grip.)

  In 1929, the German firm of Carl Walther Waffenfabrik invented what experts at the time considered an even more reliable semiautomatic, the Walther Model PP (Polizei Pistole).

  In 1982, Austrian Gaston Glock introduced his revolutionary polymer design, the Glock 17. Since then, the Glock firm has manufactured an astounding 2,500,000 pistols in a variety of models and calibers. The Glock is the handgun of choice for scores of armies and police forces around the world. Today it commands sixty-five percent of the handgun market share in the United States.

  For target shooting up to hunting big game as large as bears—from the lightest single-shot rimfire .22 target pistol up to the awesome Smith & Wesson .500 Magnum revolver (which when loaded with five two-inch .50 caliber cartridges weighs five pounds!)—there are available today a wide variety of handgun designs in a wide variety of calibers and ammunition loads, from numerous American and international arms manufacturers, among them Armalite; Armscor; Astra; Beretta; Bersa; Browning; Ceská Zbrojovka; Charter Arms; Cimarron; Colt; Dan Wesson; FNH; Freedom Arms; Glock; Heckler & Koch; High-Point; Hi-Standard; Iver Johnson; Kahr Arms; Kimber; Makarov; North American Arms; Para; Remington; Rohrbaugh; Rossi; Savage; SIG Sauer; Springfield Armory; Steyr; Sturm, Ruger & Co.; Taurus; Thompson/Center; Uberti; U.S. Firearms; Walther; and Webley & Scott.

  All of these manufacturers now maintain web sites where you can acquaint yourself with the specifications and prices of their handgun models.


  
I

  HANDGUN BASICS
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  With handguns, to an even greater extent than with long guns, mastery of marksmanship begins with the basics. Arguments on the best grip and stance will endure as long as the sport itself, but no matter what the individual handgunner’s preferences when it comes to these and related matters, getting them right and performing them in a consistent fashion is of paramount importance. Those of us who have watched too many shoot-’em-up westerns may be inclined to think that accuracy with a handgun goes right along with lightning-fast draws and revolvers fanned so rapidly they might be mistaken for semiautomatics.

  In truth, sure and steady wins the marksman’s prize in most cases, and anyone who has doubts in that regard needs to visit the site of the famed shootout at the OK Corral. How anyone came out of the tight quarters—almost point-blank range—of that gun battle is amazing. Or, to put matters in another perspective, the gunslingers who were present proved beyond doubt that they were anything but superb marksmen.

  Here the incomparable Jack O’Connor (first and foremost a rifleman, but an individual who knew a great deal about all types of fírearms) and four noted authorities on handgun marksmanship look at some of the key factors in accurate shooting with pistols and revolvers.
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  In this piece from his Textbook of Pistols and Revolvers (1935), Julian S. Hatcher takes a careful, considered look at the pros and cons of the two basic types of handguns. It should be noted that his use of the word automatic to describe pistols that used clips or magazines was commonplace in the era during which he wrote. In today’s parlance, the proper description would be “semiautomatic” (meaning a new squeeze of the trigger is required to fire each round). Hatcher’s evaluation of types of handguns is a sensible one, and shooters contemplating purchase of such a firearm would be well advised, before spending their hard-earned cash, to consider what he has to say about the merits of each type.

  Expert Julian S. Hatcher examines the pros and cons of pistols and revolvers

  REVOLVER VS. AUTOMATIC PISTOL

  In late years there has been a great deal of discussion as to the relative merits of the revolver and the automatic pistol. A great host of automatic pistols have been invented and manufactured with varying degrees of success. In military sizes the automatics have reached the greatest perfection, and have been adopted by the United States Army, and by many other important armies. In pocket sizes automatic pistols are sold throughout the world in very large numbers. Nevertheless, the revolver has been holding its own during all this period, and is now manufactured in quantities apparently as large as ever. It is difficult to say which is actually better, the revolver or the automatic pistol. Each has its own distinct advantages and. disadvantages, which the reader must decide for himself. I will enumerate some of the advantages and disadvantages of each type of weapon.

  The revolver has the following advantages:

  Advantages of the revolver

  
    	It is an old standard weapon, everyone is used to it, and most everyone knows something about how to handle it.

    	The revolver is safer for inexperienced people to handle and to carry than the automatic pistol.

    	The mechanism of a revolver allows the trigger pull to be better than that of the average automatic.

    	A misfire does not put a revolver out of action.

    	A revolver will handle satisfactorily old or partly deteriorated ammunition which gives reduced velocities that would jam an automatic.

  

  Among the principal disadvantages of a revolver as compared to an automatic are the following:

  Disadvantages of the revolver

  
    	It is more bulky to carry.

    	The grip is generally not as good.

    	It is slower to load.

    	It is hard to clean after firing.

    	It is harder to replace worn or broken parts on a revolver than on an automatic.

    	Replacement of a worn or corroded barrel is a factory job.

    	Worn or poorly made weapons are subject to variable accuracy, due to improperly lining up cylinder or due to not locking cylinder properly in line with barrel.

  

  The advantages of the automatic pistol are:

  Advantages of the pistol

  
    	It has a better grip—fits the hand and points naturally.

    	It is more compact for the same power.

    	It is easier to load than a revolver.

    	It is easier to clean.

    	In case of a worn or corroded barrel a new one can be put in at small expense without sending the gun to the factory.

    	It gives a greater number of shots for one loading than a revolver.

    	It gives greater rapidity of fire and greater ease of rapid fire.

    	There is no gas leakage or shaving of bullets.

  

  The automatic pistol, on the other hand, has some serious disadvantages, among which are the following:

  Disadvantages of the pistol

  
    	The ammunition must be perfect. Old and deteriorated ammunition will cause a jam.

    	A misfire stops the functioning of the gun.

    	When the gun is kept loaded for long periods of time the magazine spring is under a tension and may deteriorate, causing trouble.

    	The automatic can not use blanks or reduced loads.

    	It has a poorer trigger pull than the revolver.

    	The magazine action requires a jacketed bullet which is not as good for practical use as a lead bullet.

    	The automatic pistol is more dangerous to handle, especially for inexperienced people, owing to the fact that after one shot it is always cocked and loaded.

    	It is not well adapted to reloading. It throws away the empty shells at each shot.

    	Many automatics eject empty cartridges toward the face, causing flinching.

    	It can not be fired from the hip as it throws cartridges into the shooter’s face.

    	It throws out empty cases on the ground to remain as evidence.

    	It can not be fired from the pocket without jamming.

    	In some makes the hammer bites the hand or the slide strikes the hand and causes injury.

  

  By far the most serious of all these disadvantages of the automatic pistol is its inability to use ammunition that is not up to the mark. For a weapon to use under any and all conditions where failure to function may be fatal, and where any and all kinds of ammunition may have to be used, the revolver is still far and away ahead of the automatic pistol, and is likely to remain so indefinitely. It is, therefore, still the choice of explorers and others to whom the possession of a hand arm in functioning condition is of paramount importance.

  On the other hand, the automatic pistol is generally considered superior to the revolver for military use, where the ammunition supply is of known quality and spare parts are available.

  The .45 Army automatic became extremely popular during the World War, and the experience with this arm at that time thoroughly justified the judgment of the Army authorities in adopting this as the service side arm for all branches of the Army.

  For home defense use the small pocket automatic, which is usually hammerless, has the disadvantage of frequently lying for long periods of time with the magazine full of cartridges and the safety on. The magazine spring and mainspring may thus be kept under compression for perhaps years at a time. If at the same time the ammunition deteriorates from age, the result may be that the arm will not function when needed. Moreover, these small automatics always have safeties, which are an excellent thing for one who uses these guns enough to know all about how they function; but if one of these weapons becomes needed in an emergency by some member of the household who does not know much about using hand arms, it may very well occur, and has occurred, that the user was not familiar with the method of manipulating the safety and therefore could not fire the gun. These disadvantages are not shared by the revolver.

  When it comes to readily understandable, to-the-point advice on handling a firearm, Jack O’Connor stands in a class by himself. Here, in a selection from The Hunter’s Shooting Guide (1978), he offers a fairly detailed look at establishing intimacy with a handgun. His thoughts on flinching, the value of dry firing, and the value of getting started with a .22 are all of particular note.

  Jack O’Connor on getting started with the handgun

  BEGINNING WITH A HANDGUN

  When the average American picks up a handgun and attempts to fire a shot he is about as much at home with it as he would be with a pair of chopsticks. Usually he couldn’t hit the southern exposure of a northbound elephant at 30 yards. How come?

  Possibly it’s the influence of horse operas American kids have been seeing for the past 50 years. Unconsciously the impressionable lads absorb the technique of movie revolver shooting and imitate it. The heroes and likewise the villains grasp the pistol far over to the side. Before they cut a shot loose, they bring their revolvers back as far as the right ear. Then throw them forward in the general direction of what they plan to hit. Bang! go the revolvers. Down go the redskins, the villains, or whatever they are shooting at.

  All this is excellent entertainment. The movements are fluid, the effect dramatic; but as a system of shooting a handgun it is enough to make a strong man wring his hands in anguish. The young moviegoers eat it up, not realizing that what they are seeing is not handgun shooting at all but instead a formal figure in a ballet. Watch a group of children playing cowboys and Indians some day and you’ll find they handle their cap pistols just like the cowboys in the oat operas. Then when the time comes for them to shoot a real sure-enough handgun, they try their cap-pistol technique and can’t hit anything. Often their beginning interest in handguns is killed because of their initial failures.

  The handgun is the most difficult of all firearms to learn to shoot well

  It is true that the handgun is the most difficult of all firearms to learn to shoot well, but if anyone starts right it isn’t nearly as difficult as many believe. The lad who gets a suitable handgun, who starts using good form, and who practices will be shooting well before he knows it.
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