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			Introduction

		

		
			Those of you who have read any of my other books in the Haunted series—and if you have, I thank you—you know that my take on ghost stories is somewhat different than that of other authors.

			I love the thrills and chills of a good horror story—the Boo Factor. But for a tale to stand the test of time, I think it has to be more than just myth and make-believe. There has to be at least a kernel of truth for a claim to stick around for a century or more.

			Historical ghost stories that involve actual people, periods, and places from the past are my favorites, and they’re a special subset in paranormal literature. As I retell these popular legends, I try to be a paranormal journalist.

			What do I mean by that? Well, it’s all well and good to crawl through a cemetery with a thermometer in one hand, an EMF meter in the other, and an infrared GoPro strapped to your head. (In fact, it can be quite fun.)

			But over time, ghost legends often become convoluted, sometimes with a dozen or more variations. First, I compare and contrast the many versions of a story for discrepancies. I continue to dig until I unearth as many details as I can about the alleged haunting. In the end, I try to “report” my findings in a way that’s informative as well as entertaining. In this particular book, I hope to give you a real feel for the Washington in which our ghosts live.

			Modern-day Washington, DC, is fairly compact—only 68.3 square miles—but negotiating it can be quite daunting to the novice. As a result, I’ve divided the book into five parts, each one dedicated to a portion of the city’s haunted sites.

			I start at the White House, one of the country’s most recognizable landmarks. There are so many ghost stories associated with this one building that I’ve reserved the entire section for the Executive Mansion. I’ve placed all of its spooky legends into a single chapter.

			Part Two investigates Capitol Hill, home to the buildings that house the nation’s legislative and judicial branches as well as many other noteworthy paranormal hot spots.

			Part Three takes us to Lafayette Square, which is across the street from the north lawn of the White House. Amazingly, there are almost a half dozen sites within that single square block harboring apparitions, all dating to the nineteenth century.

			Part Four hops over to Georgetown. Nestled in the northwest corner of the city, Georgetown predates Washington, DC, but it was incorporated into the District when the capital was founded in 1790. Several of Georgetown’s houses, bridges, and riverbanks are rife with wraiths.

			Part Five contains a hodgepodge or potpourri of other haunted structures scattered throughout the rest of the District of Columbia.

			Three appendices follow. As with all of my books in this series, Appendix A is a selective bibliography of the books and websites I consulted during my research. Appendix B contains the contact information for all of the organized ghost tours that operate in and around Washington. This includes several walking tours of Old Town Alexandria on the west side of the Potomac. Appendix C lists the names and addresses (and, when possible, telephone numbers and websites) for all of the haunted sites mentioned in Haunted Washington, DC.

			This book is being released in a presidential election year, so all eyes are turned to the nation’s capital. What a perfect time to examine the city’s hidden history along with its many ghosts and spirits.

		

	
		
			Prologue

		

		
			Before we jump into our ghost stories of Washington, DC—and don’t worry, there are plenty of them—I thought we should take a moment to reflect on why and how the district was formed. If you’re a scholar of the American Revolution, feel free to skip the first few paragraphs.

			Spoiler alert: There was a war, and the Americans won.

			Okay, as you all remember from your history lessons in elementary school, by 1770 the British settlements along the eastern coast of North America had been divided into thirteen separate colonies. Each had autonomous rule but, in the end, they all answered to the British crown. A series of major disputes with Parliament—the most infamous objection being “taxation without representation”—led to representatives from all of the colonies except Georgia getting together in Philadelphia in the fall of 1774. Their goal was to craft a list of grievances to send to King George III back in London. The petition from this First Continental Congress fell on deaf ears.

			The seriousness of the situation came to a head on April 19, 1775, with the Battles of Lexington and Concord. The Continental Congress reconvened in Philadelphia with many of the same delegates on May 10, 1775, to discuss their options. (Noteworthy among new arrivals were John Hancock, Benjamin Franklin, and, eventually, a delegation from Georgia.) Then on June 17, 1775, came the Battle of Bunker Hill. For all intents and purposes, the American Revolution had begun, but it took another full year of deliberation until the Second Continental Congress finally declared independence on July 4, 1776.

			Over the course of the ensuing war, the Continental Congress was forced to move for a time to Baltimore, then later to Lancaster and York in Pennsylvania. In all, Congress would meet in eight different “capitals” before the formation of Washington, DC. Delegates enacted the Articles of the Confederation, which defined a limited role for the national government. It took until March 1, 1781, for the states to ratify the document, by which time Congress was back in Philadelphia. It would be another seven months until the war came to a close on October 19, 1781, with the Battle of Yorktown. The Treaty of Paris officially ended the war on September 3, 1783.

			With the conflict over, the colonies recognized that there was a need to modify its loose Articles of Confederation, so they sent representatives back to Philadelphia in May 1787. The delegates immediately elected George Washington their president. It soon became apparent that a revision of the Articles was not enough. A stronger document was needed for the new country. After heated debate, the Constitutional Convention (as the gathering became known) adopted and signed the United States Constitution on September 17, 1787.

			That December, Delaware became the first state to adopt the Constitution. It became the law of the land on June 21, 1788, after the ninth state ratified it. Rhode Island became the last of the original colonies to ratify the document in May 1790.

			Meanwhile, in September 1788, the final Congress under the Articles of Confederation met one last time to set up national elections for the new Congress, the president, and vice president. On April 6, 1789, the Electoral College unanimously named George Washington the first president of the United States, and the Father of Our Country was inaugurated twenty-four days later.

			Okay, so how did Washington, DC, come about?

			In 1783 a throng of Revolutionary soldiers had converged on Congress to demand their back pay from the War of Independence. Fearing for their safety, delegates asked the Pennsylvania governor to call up the state militia to protect them, but the governor refused. That indignity was high on the representatives’ minds when, meeting back in Philadelphia in 1787 to write the US Constitution, they gave the federal government the power to create a national capital where they could control all of the laws and not worry about interference from (or depend upon) any of the states.

			Obviously, the land would have to be ceded by one or more states or purchased by Congress, and it was decided that the new federal district could not exceed “ten miles square,” or 100 square miles. Once the property was acquired, the legislature would have total authority over it and any “Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards and other needful Buildings” that were erected. The ruling didn’t stipulate where the “Seat of Government” had to be located.

			Four states offered territory, but after much negotiation Congress accepted land from just Maryland and Virginia as part of the 1790 Residence Act. According to the law, the new district had to be somewhere on the Potomac River between the mouths of the Conococheague Creek and the Anacostia River, then known as the Eastern Branch. In addition to the land given up by the states, nineteen private landowners had to be convinced to relinquish their property.

			The Resolution Act allowed the President (who, of course, was George Washington) to select the actual location within those boundaries. Washington wanted to include Alexandria, Virginia, in the capital, but some legislators were concerned that its inclusion might be perceived as a conflict of interest: Washington’s personal estate, Mount Vernon, was only seven miles downriver from Alexandria. A 1791 compromise barred any federal buildings from being erected on the Virginia side of the Potomac. Thus, even though a third of the district would extend onto the south or west bank of the river, the entire city of Washington had to be located north and east of the Potomac. When all was said and done, the new capital was officially named the Territory of Columbia and its primary town was dubbed the City of Washington, or as we know it today, Washington, DC.

			Surveyors laid out the city as a square or diamond shape. Its corners were located at the four points of the compass, with Jones Point as its southernmost position. With ten straight miles between each of the cardinal points, the district contains exactly one hundred square miles, the maximum allowable acreage.

			President Washington originally tapped civil engineer Pierre Charles L’Enfant to design the layout of the city. The architect’s plan fanned out from a Capitol building that would be erected on Jenkins Hill, now called Capitol Hill. Numbered roads would follow a north-south and east-west grid pattern, along with several grand avenues (now named for states) cutting on a diagonal. An especially wide thoroughfare would run along the district’s east-west axis for about a mile between the Capitol and the Potomac. That avenue was never constructed, but its pathway is now the National Mall. There would also be a number of canals crossing the district.

			(Contrary to popular belief, the Capitol Building was not located at the geographic center of the District. But by drawing imaginary lines between the north-south and east-west axes with the Capitol at its center, the district is neatly divided into four very unequal administrative quadrants: Northeast, Northwest, Southeast, and Southwest. In later years, the initials NE, NW, SE, and SW would be affixed to street addresses to indicate the quadrant in which buildings are located.)

			L’Enfant delivered his plan to Washington in 1791, but over the next year the architect battled with three city commissioners over the design, eventually leading to the president having to dismiss L’Enfant. One of those commissioners, Andrew Ellicott, made several changes to L’Enfant’s drawings, and it’s his revised map that became the blueprint for the city.

			Construction on the new town began shortly thereafter, and in 1800 Congress moved to Washington, DC, from Philadelphia. Work on the city’s buildings and infrastructure had a brief but major setback on August 24, 1814, when British troops under the command of Major General Robert Ross invaded during the War of 1812. Government officials, including President James Madison, had to flee as many of the federal buildings were set ablaze.

			That evening, a tremendous thunderstorm put out most of the flames, but a subsequent tornado did further damage. Ross withdrew his men back to their ships, and the British moved on, leaving much of Washington decimated. In all, they had occupied the city for about twenty-six hours. 

			The White House and Capitol Building were empty shells. There was a short-lived but intense discussion over whether the capital should be relocated, but Congress voted to stay in Washington. Representatives and senators met in the hastily constructed Old Brick Capitol building until restoration of the original Capitol was completed in 1819. For the remainder of Madison’s term, a private home known as the Octagon House served as the Executive Residence. James Monroe was able to move into a partially restored Presidential Mansion upon his inauguration in 1817.

			Railroads linked DC to the rest of the country beginning in 1831. Residents of Alexandria, increasingly upset that federal construction was limited to the other side of the Potomac by law, petitioned Congress and Virginia to return (or retrocede) their part of the District of Columbia to the state. Surprisingly, both parties agreed to the request, and in 1847 the thirty-nine square miles south of the Potomac once again became part of Virginia. That area included what is today Alexandria and Arlington County.

			Up until the Civil War, many of DC’s residents left the city during the summer when Congress was not in session. The government had to remain in Washington during the War Between the States, however, so defensive forts were built for protection. As it turned out, there was only one attack on the capital during the entire conflict. The city’s population swelled after the war, forcing necessary improvements in roads and sanitation. In the 1870s the ostensibly independent city of Georgetown was completely merged into Washington when the last independent school, police, and other civic councils came under the complete control of a Congressional Board of Commissioners. In the 1880s, the last of the city canals was filled in, and in 1884 the Washington Monument was completed. Then in 1900, Congress formed the McMillan Commission to oversee the city’s redevelopment and the creation of the National Mall.

			So let’s jump ahead a century.

			Today, Washington, DC, houses the three branches of federal government, all of its major agencies, and close to two hundred foreign embassies. Thousands of government employees flood into town each day, and millions of tourists visit annually. More than 650,000 people call the city home.

			Of primary importance to readers, the capital’s two centuries of history have led to hundreds of ghosts, phantoms, spirits, apparitions, spectres, and banshees—call them what you will—taking up residence within its “ten miles square.”

			Let’s meet a few.

		

	
		
			Part One

			The White House

			When the American colonies threw off the binds of Great Britain, most of the new country’s citizens agreed they didn’t want to be ruled by another monarch. The federal government should be a representative democracy with an elected head of state. As a result, the president wouldn’t be given a palace for his residence, but he still needed a place to live.

			Each administration has gracefully turned over the keys to the White House to its next occupant. But some of the presidents have returned as spirits long after their time in office was complete. And a few of the First Ladies have shown up as well. 

		

	
		
			Chapter 1

			Executive Mansion Mysteries

			The White House

			1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

			Have you ever lived in a place that you loved so much you hoped you would never have to leave? Well, apparently some of America’s chief executives, first ladies, guests, and staff have felt the same way about the White House.

			The White House is one of the most familiar landmarks in the country, if not the world. The three-story structure acts as the residence for the nation’s commander in chief.

			So let’s get right to the point: The White House is said to be one of the most haunted buildings in Washington, DC. And it’s had that reputation almost from the start. Before we dive into all the folklore, it makes sense to take a look at the building’s history, including the layout of the rooms and how their purposes have changed over the decades. The mansion’s storied past will help us visualize where the ghostly manifestations occur—and why.

			At the time of George Washington’s presidential inauguration, his personal home was his Virginia plantation, Mount Vernon. Congress was still meeting in New York City, so from April 1789 to August 1790 it rented two private mansions to act as his residence, first, the Samuel Osgood House, then later the Alexander Macomb House. The State of New York started construction on Government House, which would have become the official executive residence, but before it could be completed, the federal government moved to Philadelphia. A house was secured there for Washington, and he lived in it for the rest of his presidency. President John Adams stayed in the same house until May 1800.

			It was a given that a presidential palace would be constructed in the federal district established by the 1790 Residence Act. The mansion’s location was prominently featured on Pierre Charles L’Enfant’s original plan for the city, but it was decided a competition would be held for the building’s design. Washington, meeting with several city commissioners, selected the one submitted by architect James Hoban. (Washington’s choice may have been influenced by his having previously seen Hoban’s Charleston County Courthouse in South Carolina.)

			Hoban’s blueprints for the Executive Mansion no longer exist, but it’s known that Washington asked for changes to the original Neoclassical design, resulting in the eleven-bay-window façade seen today.

			Construction on the residence began on October 13, 1792, and from the beginning the place was known by many different names, including the President’s House, the President’s Mansion, the President’s Palace, the Presidential Mansion, and the Executive Mansion. Legend suggests that the building acquired the nickname “the White House” because it was painted white to hide scorch marks after it was burned by the British in 1814, but there are printed references to the “White House” as early as 1811. More likely the building got the name because the sandstone mansion was covered with a layer of limestone, which was then painted white. President Theodore Roosevelt officially used the term “White House” in 1901.

			The first president to take up occupancy was John Adams, who moved into the partially completed structure on November 1, 1800. His residency was short-lived, because President Thomas Jefferson took office on March 4, 1801. Jefferson made the first major alteration to the house, adding a terrace lined with columns to each side of the building.  Now known as the East and West Colonnades, the extensions were decorative and hid the stables, laundry, and other outbuildings.

			Because the White House was gutted during the Burning of Washington, President James Madison was invited to use the (now haunted) Octagon House as his presidential home. He stayed for a year and then moved into one of the group of houses known as the Seven Buildings for the rest of his term. The White House was rebuilt by the time James Monroe was inaugurated in 1817.

			Until 1900, the president’s executive business was usually conducted on the second floor of the White House, but it was always apparent more office space was needed. In 1902, Theodore Roosevelt had a West Wing constructed and moved his personal office (the Oval Office), the cabinet room, and all of the support staff there. It was a separate two-story building located, as its name suggests, to the west of the Executive Residence, with its first floor on the same level as the ground floor of the White House. The two structures are connected by Jefferson’s West Colonnade. The building has been renovated and reconfigured many times, most notably by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who moved the Oval Office to its southeast corner. The new (and current) location allowed easier and discrete access for FDR’s wheelchair, and it had the added benefit of overlooking the Rose Garden.

			Theodore Roosevelt had added a small building to the east of the White House as an entranceway for formal and public gatherings. During the Truman Administration, it was expanded into the two-story East Wing, connected to the White House by the East Colonnade. It has acted as the Office of the First Lady since Rosalynn Carter moved her office and staff there in 1977. Visitors to the White House often enter through the East Wing.

			So now let’s move on to the Executive Residence itself.

			When seen from the north, the ground level of the building is hidden behind what was once a raised carriage ramp. The front portico was added around 1830. At the center of the southern façade, the mansion has a semicircular protrusion to accommodate the inclusion of oval-shaped rooms in the floor plans. (These rooms are not to be confused with the present-day Oval Office. Oval rooms were a fashionable architecture feature in the late eighteenth century.) Around 1824, James Monroe added the large, curved portico on the south side of the building that overlooks the White House lawn.

			For the building’s first hundred years or so, the ground floor acted as a cellar. Today it holds the kitchen; the library; the offices for the curator, housekeeper, and doctor; the map room; two meeting rooms; and, in the oval space at the center of the south side, the Diplomatic Reception Room. Two additional basement levels have since been added beneath the ground floor.

			The first floor of the White House is often referred to as the State Floor (or Floor of State), because this is where formal receptions and dinners are held. Guests to special events such as these would come through the North Portico into a grand entrance hall. Directly across a long hallway are the oval Blue Room, flanked by the Green Room and the Red Room. To the far left is the large East Room, used for soirees and entertainment; to the far right is the State Dining Room. (The family’s private dining room is also on this level.)

			The second floor is the First Family’s primary residence. It contains the bedrooms, sitting rooms, and guest rooms, including the East and West Bedrooms, the Queens’ Bedroom, and the Lincoln Bedroom. The Yellow Oval Room at the middle of the south façade opens onto the Truman Balcony.

			The third floor was originally an attic. Prior to a renovation in 1902, it was used mostly for storage. It also had eight small bedrooms for servants. The space was expanded under subsequent presidents until it was almost as large as the floors below it. Because it sits back from the parapet, the third floor is mostly hidden when the building is viewed from ground level. In additional to several modest bedrooms and some storage, the third floor contains offices, a small gymnasium, a solarium, and other spaces for relaxation.

			Now let’s go on a ghost hunt.

			The White House has had a reputation for being haunted since the mid-nineteenth century. Its many apparitions have been seen by presidents, their families, staff, guests, and visitors alike, and they pop in to this day.

			President Truman, for example, was very aware of the White House revenants. In June 1945, two months after assuming the presidency, he wrote his wife Bess:

			I sit here in this old house and work on foreign affairs, read reports, and work on speeches—all the while listening to the ghosts walk up and down the hallway and even right in here in the study. . . . At 4 o’clock I was awakened by three distinct knocks on my bedroom door. No one was there. Damn place is haunted, sure as shootin’. . . . The floors pop and the drapes move back and forth—I can just imagine old Andy and Teddy having an argument over Franklin.

			Our search for paranormal mischief in the White House starts on the first floor. The ghost of Anna Surratt allegedly appears outside on the North Portico annually on the night of July 6th. The spectre silently screams and bangs her fists against the White House doors, trying to gain entrance to beg for the life of her mother to be spared—just like she did in real life in 1865. Anna was the daughter of Mary Surratt, the condemned coconspirator who owned the boarding house where the Lincoln assassins plotted their crime. Anna’s pleas were ignored, and, on the morning of July 7th, Mary Surratt became the first woman to be hanged for a federal crime. Now, every year, on the anniversary of Anna’s attempt to gain entry to the White House, her spirit returns to repeat her eternal, unsuccessful entreaty. There are also reports that she sometimes materializes on July 7th as well, sitting on the portico steps.

			In addition to Anna Surratt, the spectre of a British soldier carrying a torch and wearing an early nineteenth-century uniform has been spotted on the North Portico. He’s thought to be one of the infantrymen who set fire to the building during the War of 1812. Also on the North Portico and entranceway, several former doormen and White House ushers, all long dead, sometimes return to their posts, welcoming startled guests.

			Inside on the first floor, the apparition of one of the mansion’s earliest occupants materializes in the East Room. It’s Abigail Adams, wife of the second president. It’s said that Abigail would often hang her laundry in the East Room to dry. Today her apparition, dressed in a mobcap, apron, and shawl, is seen entering, exiting, and inside the East Room. Her arms are stretched out in front of her as if she were holding a large basket of laundry. Her ghost was frequently seen during the Taft Administration, but members of a tour group claimed to have seen Adams as recently as 2002. Some people have also reported the strong scent of laundry detergent in the room. 

			Down the hall from the East Room, the Blue Oval Room plays host to the spirit of President John Tyler. Also seen there is Frances Folsom Cleveland, who married President Grover Cleveland in the room in 1886. Her phantom returned to the chamber soon after her death in 1947.

			Up on the second floor, a disembodied voice has been heard in the Yellow Oval Room. Cesar Carrera, Franklin D. Roosevelt’s valet, first reported it after the phantom called him by name. The spirit identified himself as David Burns, the man who sold the federal government much of the land that makes up the City of Washington, including the ground on which the White House sits. Burns isn’t heard often these days; the last known report was from a security guard during the Truman administration. (Some sources say the guard, who was standing in the Yellow Oval Room at the time, heard the sound coming from the attic overhead.)

			The faint strains of violin music have been heard in the Yellow Oval Room. The musician is President Thomas Jefferson, known for his exceptional ability on the instrument. He’s returned from the Beyond to serenade visitors. He usually remains invisible, but Mary Todd Lincoln saw his ghost in the room. She ran into the phantom of President John Tyler there as well.

			Not to be outdone, the British soldier from the North Portico also frequents the Yellow Oval Room and the adjacent hallway.

			The loud laughter, cursing, and stomping of President Andrew Jackson’s ghost has been heard throughout the mansion and was first reported by Mary Todd Lincoln. But the spirit has most often been associated with the Queens’ Bedroom on the second floor. Before 1902 the suite usually acted as the bedroom and office for the president’s private secretary. When the presidential staff moved to the West Wing, the chamber was refurbished and renamed the Rose Room. It was rechristened the Queens’ Bedroom in 1963 to honor the female European heads of state that have stayed there.

			(Visiting dignitaries and foreign rulers have been overnight guests in the White House in the past, but they now usually choose to reside at Blair House, the president’s official guesthouse located on the other side of Pennsylvania Avenue.)

			Why would the phantom of Andrew Jackson return to the Queens’ Bedroom in particular? Well, tradition has it the bed most frequently used to furnish it once belonged to Old Hickory himself. (It was donated to the Executive Mansion in 1902.) The seventh president may also have used the suite as his bedroom. One of President Lyndon Johnson’s aides heard Jackson swearing in the Queens’ Bedroom in 1964, and in her 1961 autobiography My Thirty Years Backstairs at the White House, seamstress Lillian Rogers Parks said that while doing some sewing in the room she sensed Jackson’s presence. She felt an invisible hand grasp the back of her chair as the unseen person, whom she believed to be Jackson, leaned over her. Parks also noticed the room had become quite cold. Others have felt a cold spot on the bed itself. (A cold spot—a focused, often-cylindrical shaft of icy air—is thought by many paranormalists to be evidence of a spirit or perhaps a portal between this world and the next.) A few sources say that staff members have seen Jackson’s spectre, but in most versions of the legend his ghost never appears.

			The most famous spirit materialization connected with the Queens’ Bedroom wasn’t by Andrew Jackson. It was by the building’s most famous resident apparition, Abraham Lincoln. Honest Abe’s ghost was an almost-frequent guest during FDR’s twelve years in the White House, from 1933 to 1945. Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands visited during that period, and a popular legend says she encountered Lincoln’s spectre while staying in what was then the Rose Room. Late one evening she was awakened by a knock at her door. Opening it, she was shocked to see Lincoln’s very recognizable visage, complete with frock coat and stovepipe top hat, standing in the hallway in front of her. Like any proud lady of her station, she immediately fainted. The next day she told guests at a reception about her otherworldly visitor. (Another telling of the tale says the queen saw the spirit but didn’t recognize him. When Eleanor Roosevelt explained the next morning that Wilhelmina had seen Lincoln’s ghost, the monarch politely said her goodbyes and hurriedly left the city.) 

			Lincoln’s ghost haunts the White House more than any other apparition and has been seen in the greatest number of places, including the chamber that’s immediately across the corridor from the Queens’ Bedroom: the Lincoln Bedroom. (Indeed, some sources say that Queen Wilhelmina was staying in the Lincoln Bedroom, not the Rose Room, when she saw the Great Emancipator’s ghost.) Interestingly, the so-called Lincoln Bedroom was not where Lincoln slept. Instead, he used the space as an office and a meeting room for his Cabinet. When the executive offices moved to the West Wing in 1902, the second-story bedchamber, with sitting room, and bath were converted into the Blue Suite. Herbert Hoover later made it his private office. His wife, Lou, added Civil War–era furnishings, and the room became known as the Lincoln Study. It once again functioned as a bedroom suite under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, but it wasn’t until President Truman placed the “Lincoln bed” there that it was called the Lincoln Bedroom. (There’s some question as to whether President Lincoln ever slept in the bed or whether it simply dates to his time in office.)

			During one visit, Sir Winston Churchill occupied the suite. After taking an evening bath, the prime minister walked into the adjoining bedroom completely naked (except for the ever-present cigar in his mouth). He was surprised to see the silent spirit of Abraham Lincoln, standing by the fireplace leaning on the mantel. Churchill, ever ready with a quip, blustered, “Good evening, Mr. President. You seem to have me at a disadvantage.” Lincoln smiled wryly, then vanished. For the rest of his stay, and during subsequent sojourns, the British Bulldog occupied the Rose Room.

			Over the years, several White House staffers have seen the sixteenth president’s spectre lying on the bed in the Lincoln Bedroom. Others have spotted him sitting on the edge of the bed, removing or pulling on his boots. These witnesses include Eleanor Roosevelt’s secretary, Mary Eben, who screamed and ran out of the room. President Reagan’s daughter Maureen poked fun at her husband, Dennis Revell, after he swore he saw Lincoln standing by the window during one of the couple’s overnights in the suite—that is, until she spotted the translucent figure herself during a subsequent stay.

			The ghost isn’t always visible. Margaret Truman heard knocks at the door that she assumed were Lincoln’s. Eleanor Roosevelt often felt she was being watched by an indiscernible someone when she used the room as her study. Others to have sensed the unseen entity in the room were President Eisenhower’s press secretary James Hagerty, and the press secretary to Lady Bird Johnson, Liz Carpenter. According to journalist Joan Gage, President Reagan told guests at a 1986 state dinner that his King Charles Cavalier spaniel, Rex, wouldn’t stop barking in the empty Lincoln Bedroom. Reagan had the room’s wiring checked to make sure the canine wasn’t being bothered by a high-pitched electrical frequency. Nothing out of the ordinary was found. Even so, there have also been reports that the lights in the Lincoln Bedroom turn themselves on and off, and cold spots sometimes appear.

			Lincoln’s ghost hasn’t appeared in his namesake bedroom very often since Truman had the suite renovated, but the apparition still occasionally shows up—there and elsewhere in the building. The unmistakable shadowy figure has been observed in the East Room, where Lincoln’s body lay in state. In life, Lincoln used the Yellow Oval Room as his library. First Lady Grace Coolidge chanced upon the Illinois Rail Splitter’s apparition there, his hands clasped behind his back, staring out the window across the Potomac. Many have seen his silhouette in the same pose; more often, people such as poet Carl Sandburg have “strongly felt his presence” when standing there.

			Others to run into Lincoln’s spectre in the Executive Mansion include Teddy Roosevelt, Cesar Carrera, President Ford’s daughter Susan, and, some say, President Eisenhower, Jacqueline Kennedy, and Lady Bird Johnson. In the 1980s, White House operations foreman Tony Savoy spotted Lincoln’s phantom seated in a chair at the top of one of the staircases.

			Presidents Theodore Roosevelt, Hoover, and Truman all believed that rapping on their bedroom doors came from Old Abe. (In addition to the knocks and disembodied footsteps in the hall, President Truman also occasionally felt unexplainable cold spots.) Eleanor Roosevelt felt Lincoln throughout the White House, and she thought it was his spirit that caused her dog, Fala, to bark while staring into empty air. Many White House staff members have said off the record that they’ve heard Lincoln’s disembodied footsteps throughout the building. Lillian Rogers Parks confided that she experienced them in the hallway outside the Lincoln Bedroom.

			It’s unknown how many Lincoln sightings have been true visitations and how many are residual hauntings—what famed ghost hunter Hans Holzer called “transitory impressions.” This type of haunting is caused by a person’s spirit or essence being impressed on an environment while he or she is still alive, usually during an intense outburst of emotion. Then, after the individual’s death, the scene replays itself like a piece of film on a loop.  Lincoln certainly experienced enough turmoil in the White House that his aura could have become imprinted on the surroundings. Besides the stress of being commander in chief during the War Between the States, he had to endure the loss of his eleven-year-old son Willie, who died of typhoid in the Presidential Mansion in 1862.

			(Willie’s wraith has also been spied in the White House from time to time, beginning in the 1870s by President Grant’s staff. President Lyndon Johnson’s daughter, Lynda Bird Johnson Robb, then college-age, saw and talked to the little boy as well.)

			Remarkably, the Great Emancipator had a vision of his own assassination. Three days before his death, he told his friend Ward Hill Lamon:

			About ten days ago, I retired very late. I soon began to dream. There seemed to be a death-like stillness about me. Then I heard subdued sobs, as if a number of people were weeping. I thought I left my bed and wandered downstairs. There the silence was broken by the same pitiful sobbing, but the mourners were invisible. I went from room to room. No living person was in sight, but the same mournful sounds met me as I passed alone. I was puzzled and alarmed. Determined to find the cause of a state of things so mysterious and shocking, I kept on until I arrived at the East Room. Before me was a catafalque on which rested a corpse wrapped in funeral vestments. Around it were stationed soldiers who were acting as guards; and there was a throng of people, some gazing mournfully upon the corpse, whose face was covered, others weeping pitifully. “Who is dead in the White House?” I demanded of one of the soldiers. “The president,” was his answer. “He was killed by an assassin.” Then came a loud burst of grief from the crowd, which woke me from my dream. I slept no more that night; and although it was only a dream, I have been strangely annoyed by it ever since.

			On the day of the assassination itself, Lincoln told his personal bodyguard, William H. Crook, that he had been having the portentous dream for three nights straight. Crook tried to talk the president out of attending the play at the Ford’s Theatre that evening, but Lincoln refused. He also insisted Crook remain behind. Later, Crook reported that as Lincoln left for the theater he said, “Goodbye, Crook,” rather than his customary “Goodnight”—the first and only time he had done so.
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