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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT


ASTRO-CHARACTERS


A fascinating read and wonderful aid for every kind of writer. In a world where so many fictionalised characters have “bolt-on eccentricities” that rarely ring true, Judy’s book gives you all the tools you need to give characters layers that are not only interesting but also entirely credible.


Tim John, screenwriter and author.


Judy Hall’s ASTRO-CHARACTERS fills a crucial niche in an otherwise stacked-to-the-gills library of writers’ guides. She writes in an approachable, no-nonsense style which both echoes and enriches her subject matter. Any would-be writer starting work on a new book would be well advised to consult ASTRO-CHARACTERS and follow its sage advice. I’ve been constructing astro-charts for my main characters for years now, and find it an immensely useful tool for keeping tabs on elusive protagonists. I particularly liked the author’s Crib Sheets section – her Leo notes are very close to the bone indeed! A thoroughly well-written and well-researched book by an experienced author which should grace any aspiring writer’s bookshelf.


Mario Reading, author, The Anti-Christ Trilogy.


I absolutely loved this book, found it fascinating from the very beginning. I thought the concept was original and brilliant. I could almost see the characters appearing as the traits were described. Loved the questionnaire character builder and the inclusion of the sex styles – really helpful for romance writers I would think as well as writers in general. I just thought the whole thing was so different. Can’t wait to see it in print. I think it would be considered a desk top essential as you write.


Tracy Baines, author and creative writing tutor.
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Introduction


Convincing Characters




‘Now for the hitch in Jane’s character,’ he said at last, speaking more calmly than from his look I had expected him to speak. ‘The reel of silk has run smoothly enough so far; but I always knew there would come a knot and a puzzle: here it is. Now for vexation, and exasperation, and endless trouble!’


Jane Eyre Charlotte Brontë (Taurus sun, Aquarius moon)





Does that quotation from Jane Eyre draw you in? Intrigue you? Does it make you want to discover more about the ‘knot and puzzle’ in an otherwise silken woman? It does me. Those three sentences sum up the character of Jane perfectly. This paragon of virtue has hidden depths to be revealed. Even though the language is archaic, I’m hooked. It fills me with glee at the delights to come. I want to know more about who, what and why. Three vital ingredients of a story.


Vibrant characters are essential to any story. It’s people who drive a plot. Their conflicts, strengths, weaknesses, internal struggles, challenges, dilemmas and resiliencies are the raw material of any tale. I’m going to call them characters even though Ernest Hemingway (Cancer sun, Capricorn moon, Virgo rising) insisted that a character is a caricature but this isn’t necessarily so. He advised that a writer should create real people instead. As we shall see, you can quickly create a real person who will jump off the page and resonate with your readers. That person will have a memorable – and believable – personality. You just need a bit of astrological know-how and guidance from the zodiac signs themselves. In the astrological profiles that follow the signs share their most intimate secrets and the flaws and foibles that make them so fascinating for writers and their readers. The zodiac archetypes are so characteristic and instantly identifiable they resonate with the reader at an almost subconscious level. Fortunately you don’t need to know anything about astrology to use zodiac traits to bring your characters to life.


Mario Reading, best selling author of The Antichrist Trilogy always creates birth charts and horoscopes for his characters. ‘It gives me a deeper insight into their motivation and character’ he explains, ‘and I find it an immensely useful tool for keeping tabs on elusive protagonists.’ Exactly what I do myself when writing fictional characters – and whenever I read a book, or watch visual drama. Within the first few minutes I’ve mentally allocated each character to a zodiac sign (the who). But, as you’ll discover, there is more than just the sun-sign to consider. I find the characters that hold my attention and feel authentic are invariably ones that stay aligned to ‘their sign’ – but the protagonist will also reveal two other astrological factors, a rising sign (the what) and a moon sign (the why). This is what adds the ‘knots and puzzles’ to a character, creating multi-layers, and we’ll be delving deeper into this in Chapter 1 and looking further into the astro-characters in Jane Eyre in Chapter 2.


Writing perfection?




The psyche consists essentially of images. It is a series of images in the truest sense, not an accidental juxtaposition or sequence, but a structure that is throughout full of meaning and purpose.


‘Spirit & Love’, (Collected Works VIII) Carl Jung (Leo sun, Taurus moon, Aquarius rising)





It’s a cliché but it’s true that your readers must engage with your character(s). Their attention has to be grabbed and the fate of your protagonist has to matter to them, otherwise they’ll stop reading. This is true of even minor protagonists. But don’t make your characters too perfect. As writer and humourist Mark Twain (Sagittarius sun, Aries moon, Scorpio rising) wisely said, “I haven’t a particle of confidence in a man who has no redeeming petty vices whatsoever.” All the zodiac signs have their quirks and their shadow side. When the nineteenth-century politician Lord Macaulay (Scorpio sun, Taurus moon) tells us that ‘the measure of a man’s real character is what he would do if he knew he would never be found out’ he’s referring to what writers – and their readers – find so fascinating: the darker side of human nature. Shadows and foibles, smoke and mirrors, make compelling reading but characters must also have something likeable about them, a redeeming feature that draws in the reader. Even the worst villain must evoke an empathetic response somewhere along the line if your story is to be successful. Astrology shows you both faces, offering clues as to how that archetypal bad boy can dearly love his old mum and obey her every word and yet create mayhem of which she would not be proud, and have women falling at his feet all at the same time. The biggest rogue can suddenly make an unexpected stand on a matter of principle or the stoniest heart perform a random act of kindness.


As a writer you need to know your characters inside out – and yet be willing to be surprised. To allow a little serendipity into their – and your – life. They must fit the plot and be realistic. Your character requires background and backstory (the moon, we’ll come to this shortly) – even if this is only hinted at in your actual tale. They need a worldview: the lens through which your character perceives the world (the rising sign of which more in a moment). The zodiac signs in which the sun (the sun-sign) and moon (the moon-sign) were placed at birth provide the raison d’etre for your character’s visceral reactions and hold the key to internal tensions and conflicts. Protagonists need to struggle and come to some sort of resolution. By putting your characters through challenge and pain, you are not being sadistic. You’re giving them – and your readers – a gift. It provides an opportunity to develop nascent qualities. This is the way your characters take on deeper meaning, they evolve and grow. They become compelling and real.


Motivation is crucial. Conflicting motivation between two characters creates tension in a story, as does one person facing an external dilemma or internal struggle. When creating a character ask yourself what is this person’s fundamental passion, fear and desire? What drives your protagonist? What is the body language that expresses this? How does this person think? This is where astrology comes in!


Astrologers have been observing human nature since the beginning of time, as have writers. All writers observe people, store scraps of dialogue, note traits and quirks and predominant emotions to weave into authentic characters. They bear in mind that a public face can be quite different to the private person, amalgamating several facets into a character to multi-layer it. Using astrology takes this a step further and makes the process more intentional. Because astrology draws on ancient behavioural patterns deeply ingrained in the human psyche, your protagonist will be totally believable. The astro-profiles give you a pithy foundation on which to build. Each astro-profile opens with a quotation that sums up the sign but which may not be by a writer from that sign (the author’s astrological information is included where known).


So, the good news is that astrology, through the twelve basic sun signs, can help you to achieve greater authenticity in your characters and the great news is that, by taking your use of astrology just two simple steps further – adding a moon and rising sign – you can refine the twelve broad principles into a unique understanding of the inner workings of your character’s personality, quirks, thoughts, feelings, motivation and behaviour. The resulting synergy goes way beyond the separate components to create something uniquely individual with all the inherent foibles, angst, aptitudes and internal tensions that you need in a compelling character. Perfect!


Enjoy your writing,


Judy Hall










Chapter 1


How to Use this Book




Forming characters! Whose? Our own or others? Both. And in that momentous fact lies the peril and responsibility of our existence.


Elihu Burritt (Sagittarius sun, Taurus moon)





The signs of the zodiac can be looked on as archetypes: recurrent motifs deeply ingrained in the human psyche that drive human behaviour. These archetypes have been described for at least three thousand years so it’s no wonder readers identify with them. The zodiac archetypes broadly delineate how someone born under each sun-sign will act, think and feel and they don’t shy away from the darker, hidden sign of human nature. In ancient times the signs were given names that not only resembled the zodiac constellations in the sky but also described the temperament that went with each zodiac personality. The profiles in this book are drawn with a somewhat jaundiced eye, delineating the darker facets of the signs but that’s what makes them useful to writers – and interesting to readers. We don’t want to stay on the surface. We need to incorporate quirks, flaws and foibles to make our protagonists authentic – and intriguing.


Celestial archetypes


Aries is the Ram and those horns head-butt their way through life.


Taurus is the Bull: strong and slow to anger but watch out when it charges.


Gemini is the Twins: the first human sigil in the zodiac and oh how the twins love to share ideas.


Cancer is the Crab with the tough shell, soft underbelly, and claws that hold on tight.


Leo is the Lion: proud leader of the pack.


Virgo is now the Virgin, pure and chaste, but this used to be the fruitful Corn Maiden so there’s an erotic undertone and huge internal struggle.


Libra is the only inanimate sigil, those Scales judge and weigh things in the balance, swinging wildly until equilibrium is found.


Scorpio is the mesmerising Scorpion, watch out for the vicious sting in the tail.


Sagittarius is the Centaur-Archer that combines animal and human, instinct and intellect, and lets fly that arrow wherever it will.


Capricorn is the Goat. Fleet footed mountain goats quickly make it to the top whilst their domesticated cousins stay corralled within tight limits. In the old Babylonian zodiac, Capricorn was the sea goat with a tail in the waters of the unconscious and head in the intellectual air realm above, blending intuition with reason.


Aquarius, the Water Bearer, pours out the waters of life but tends to be a detached observer of the life that feelings create.


Imaginative, escapist Pisces is summed up by its two interlinked Fishes swimming in opposite directions but forever tied together.


The astro-profiles in this book are built on how the signs will behave, think, speak and feel under different circumstances. This behaviour is embedded deep in the human psyche. Two millennia ago, Marcus Manilius, a Stoic philosopher, described the zodiac characters:


The Ram [Aries] will ever cherish hopes, he will rise from the sudden shipwreck of his affairs to abundant wealth only to meet with a fall, and his desires will lead him to disaster, he will yield his produce for the common good. The Ram has a diffident heart that ever yearns to commend itself by its own praise.




The Bull [Taurus] demands a yoke for its shoulders and neither pauses in the furrows nor relaxes its breast in the dust. Their hearts and bodies derive strength from a massiveness that is slow to move, whilst in their faces dwells the boy-god Love.


The Twins [Gemini] find even work a pleasure, theirs is a life of ease and unfading youth spent in the arms of love. They also discover new paths to the skies. Nature yields to their genius. So many are the accomplishments of which the Twins is fruitful.


The Crab [Cancer] has a grasping spirit and, unwilling to give itself in service, the Crab distributes many kinds of gain, and skill in making profits. He sells seasons of idleness at rates of interest to his liking. His is a shrewd nature and he is ready to fight for his profits.


The Lion [Leo] filled with the urge to adorn their proud portals with pelts spending their lives on spoil and pillaging of stocks. They swagger about to meet the demands of luxury. Their temper is prone to fitful wrath and ready withdrawal and guileless are the sentiments of their honest hearts.


The Virgin [Virgo] minds trained in the learned arts. The impulse to investigate the causes and effects of things. On them she will confer a tongue which charms, the mastery of words, and that mental vision which can discern all things however concealed they may be. Bashfulness handicaps the early years of such persons.


The Scales [Libra] acquainted with the tablets of law, he will know what is permissible and the penalties incurred by doing what is forbidden. Whatever stands in dispute and needs a ruling the pointer of the balance will determine.


The Scorpion [Scorpio] creates natures ardent for war and active service, and a spirit which rejoices in plenteous bloodshed and in carnage more than in plunder.


The Centaur [Sagittarius] delights in imposing a master on every kind of quadruped and taming them. It imparts keenness to the intellect, swiftness of movement and an indefatigable spirit.


Capricorn smelts out riches and folds surehanded the malleable mass. Has a fondness for clothes and wares which dispel the cold. The first half of the sign has a fondness for love and is charged with guilt, the second half has a virtuous old age.


The youthful Waterman [Aquarius] bestows skills such as how to divine springs from under the ground. They who issue from this sign are a gentle and lovable breed and no meanness of heart is theirs; they are prone to suffer losses; and of riches they have neither need nor surfit [sic]. Even thus doth the urn’s stream flow.


The Fishes [Pisces] possess a love of the sea. They hide the hook within the bait or the guile within the weel [sic]. The children of this sign have a friendly disposition, swiftness of movement and live where everything is ever apt to change. (Extracted from Manilius, Astronomica)





Descriptions which today would be recognised by astrologers and which are of inestimable value to writers as a reader will instinctively recognise a zodiac-based character.


Astro-personalities




And there appeared a great wonder in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars.


Revelations 12:1





For most people astrology is what they read in their ‘stars’, daily or monthly horoscopes. Such predictions may hint at an astropersonality and each sign’s idiosyncratic quirks with comments such as ‘your love of gossip’ (Gemini) ‘your secretive sign …’ (Scorpio), ‘your brutal honesty …’ (Sagittarius) or ‘your romantic nature …’ (Pisces), but give no indication of what astrology really offers an author. This ancient technique has consistently mapped the vagaries of the human psyche. It gives you a unique insight into people and makes your protagonists leap off the page. No matter how surprising, their behaviour will always be in character.


Writers are very familiar with the process of creating – and dissecting – complexity. We have to be intimate with all the hidden corners of our characters’ to fully reveal all their layers. We need to know our characters darkest secrets, their backstory, their hopes and dreams, their struggles and challenges. I believe we can only be truly intimate – and our protagonists authentic – if we are completely honest with the reader, holding nothing of the character back out of fear or favour – although you can of course sneakily hold back for the purpose of creating intrigue and impact at the appropriate moment.


Intimacy is about opening and sharing yourself on all levels with someone other. In the case of writers it is about sharing our characters with our readers, but it also involves sharing ourselves with our characters. All writers advertently or inadvertently put something of themselves into their creations. So intimacy is how close you as a writer can allow someone to come to your character, and how deeply you can share your character’s thoughts and feelings, passions and aversions, prejudices and foibles. To be intimate, you have to surrender yourself. Which makes writers vulnerable, so trust is essential for such intimacy. Trust in the process of creativity, trust in our readers, trust in our characters. For some sun-signs this is easy, but for other, more suspicious or introverted signs, intimacy and trust are an enormous challenge. So, writing certain characters will be more challenging than others. Both from your own point of view, according to your personal astrology, and that of your protagonist. But, whichever sign you choose for your character, astrology throws light into the most complex of personalities.


The zodiac profiles




You stars that reigned at my nativity


Whose influence hath allotted death and hell


Dr Faustus Christopher Marlowe





Each zodiac profile gives you an outline of essential traits for a particular sun sign. A ‘crib-sheet’ comes first. A thumb nail sketch that gives you an instant identity kit: first impression, appearance, dress, stance, verbal style, likes and dislikes and so on. Incorporate these and already you will have an identifiable character that resonates with your reader. But to add depth, and to place your character in role in the story, this is followed by the zodiac sign itself giving you a more in-depth look at its personality style, what makes that sign tick and what a male or female character with that sun-sign would reveal to you. For each sign there is an example of ‘astro-speak’ taken from blogs, emails or real-life conversations in which someone with the sun in that sign speaks their truth.


While each sun-sign shares specific characteristics, certain traits will reveal themselves more in one type of relationship than another – lover, co-worker or friend – each of which can be incorporated into your writing. So ‘getting to know me’ is followed by the sign letting you in on how it acts in love and partnership, friendship and as a co-worker together with a compatibility rating with other signs so that you can introduce tension or harmony between your characters as required. It’s up to you to decide how honest that zodiac sign is being with you – some withhold themselves much more than others, letting you only catch sideways glimpses of their true nature. But the language they use will tell you a great deal about how they view themselves and how willing they are to let you enter into their world. Read the spaces between the words to gain the deepest insight.


The sun is only part of your character’s own unique self. The qualities that character brings to a relationship or environment are modified by other factors as we will see (which take into account time and place of birth but don’t worry, you can use artistic licence) so in the Astro-profiles the moon in a zodiac sign and as the rising-sign mask reveal their secrets to you. However, from the sun-sign alone, it is possible to build a believable, although somewhat shallow, character base and to predict how that character will behave.


What a sun-sign tells you




A man’s character may be learned from the adjectives which he habitually uses in conversation.


Mark Twain (Sagittarius sun, Aries moon, Scorpio rising)





The zodiac sign under which someone was born represents a particular approach to life which is broadly shared with everyone born under that sign – although in some cases it can be hidden by the rising sign mask. In astrology, this is called the sun-sign. How your characters’ drives are expressed and how much they share themselves with others is shown by the sun-sign. Some signs are introverted, shy and retiring, others are extravert, full on and unstoppable. Certain sun-signs initiate, or respond, others react; some live in the inner world of the imagination, others in the external world of action. There are signs that are uninhibited exhibitionists whilst others take a great deal of coaxing to reveal their desires.


Choose a birthday for your characters and as a writer you instantly know their personality, their secret hopes and dreams, their strengths and weaknesses, their internal struggles, their vocabulary, how they look, the mask they put on to meet the world, and how they act in friendship or adversity and in love. Each sign has a particular body language and distinctive appearance. To see a typical Aries take a look, for instance, at William Bell Scott’s painting of the poetic writer Algernon Swinburne with his wayward curly auburn hair and slanting eyebrows above hypnotic eyes, or the caricature of him by ‘Ape’ in Vanity Fair (both images are on Wikipedia). He had the sun and moon in heroic Aries and romantic, escapist Pisces rising explains the mesmeric eyes.


When facing opposition, plucky Aries squares up ready to do battle, fists metaphorically – or literally – raised; whilst the much-slower-to-anger Taurus head goes down, like a bull about to charge. When the Taurus foot starts pawing the ground, sensible signs withdraw – fast. Light on the feet, Gemini dances around and lets fly a string of words, but Cancer folds both arms over the solar plexus and scuttles sideways avoiding head-on confrontation while Libra takes on an appeasing stance. Leo quells rebellion with a regal look, Scorpio with a penetrating stare. That Aries person will have emphatic eyebrows that meet in the middle, the Taurus a large head set on a strong neck above wide shoulders and tapering legs, the bright-eyed Gemini is darting, bird-like; while the Cancer face resembles the moon and Libra looks good at any time. But how your character looks is not only a product of the sun-sign, it can be masked by another factor, the rising-sign, which we’ll come to in a moment.


Adding complexity




People do not seem to realize that their opinion of the world is also a confession of character.


Ralph Waldo Emerson (Gemini sun, Leo moon, Libra rising)





The beauty of astro-characterisation is that you add in variables to give an appearance and approach to the world that can mask the innate sun-sign traits, creating conflicts and complexities, leaving more to discover and intrigue. Each zodiac entry has a compatibility chart at the end. This not only tells you which signs interact well or clash with the sign you have chosen for your character but it also gives you subtle complexities and permutations through the inclusion in your protagonist of traits from two more zodiac signs creating internal tensions and dilemmas.


This complex layering can answer one of the most perplexing relationship questions there is: why did two characters get together in the first place? Two people who outwardly seem to have nothing in common are drawn to each other like magnets. They will say that, deep down, they recognised each other. Very often this is because the sun and moon signs intertwine and are compatible, or they share the same moon sign. A guy will have, say, the sun in Aries and a woman the moon. At a very deep level they are incredibly similar and share some basic characteristics. They literally each see the other reflected back as though in a mirror and feel ‘I’ve come home’. But this is only on one level. There are also another sun and moon – or sun and sun – placement and two rising signs to take into account. Add in clashing sign traits and you soon begin to realise why ‘home’ doesn’t always feel as comfortable as it might. The facets of the zodiac create attractions, conflicts and tensions within the pair.


Moon sign




The Moon symbolizes our emotional side, dependency and security, our need for home and roots, and our ties to our mothers.


Being a lunar type in a solar world Donna Cunningham (Cancer sun, Aries moon, Libra rising)





As with all characterisation, there is a complex layering in the zodiac. The twelve sun signs give you twelve broad personality types spread throughout the year, but to use only these limited characteristics would result in flat characters with little subtlety or depth. To construct a believable character you also need to factor in one of twelve possible moon signs, the deep place where your character’s feelings and emotions reside, where visceral reactions occur, and which are an indication of what nurtures and subconsciously drives your protagonist. The moon is the site of ‘old tapes’, scripts that hold deeply ingrained patterns of behaviour. As the moon passes through each of the twelve signs during a month this creates one hundred and forty four potential personalities.


Rising sign (the mask)




We may say, without fear of contradiction, that the only sure and dependable guide to the Ascendant [rising sign] where the time of birth is unknown, is an intimate knowledge of character and career … The Ascendant always influences the character in some measure, and its influence can be traced by any student of human nature with an understanding of astrology.


The Brontes and their stars Maud Margesson





You can then select one of twelve possible rising signs to map the way the character will go out to meet the world. All twelve zodiac signs rise over the horizon during a single day, which offers you infinite complexity. The rising sign is what people tend to notice first about someone. It’s the mask your character puts on to face the world and it can obscure or emphasise sun-sign traits, bringing forward contradictions and creating powerful dilemmas and challenges. Technically it is to do with the time of birth but you don’t need to know the technicalities to make use of it in your writing. You can simply choose for the rising sign the zodiac sign that makes your character most intriguing.


It is this astrological synergy that creates a believable, multidimensional character and which can surprise your reader – and you – at the turn of every page and yet remain authentic.


Creating your astro-character




A man’s character is his fate.


Heraclitus (540 BC - 480 BC)





Astro-characterisation is surprisingly simple. Read the profiles of the zodiac signs and pick the one that sketches out the main traits you envisage for a protagonist. This will be your character’s sun-sign – so choose a birthday within the sun-sign dates. Even if the birthday never appears in your book, you need to know it as it is part of your character’s backstory. Backstory is what happened to them before you introduce them to your reader. It’s all the traumas, dramas and joys that have brought your character to the present moment and It’s what motivates and delineates them. If you want someone who is romantic at heart, for instance, go for Libra or Pisces. Gullible Pisces if you want a back history of broken hearts and relationship muddles, tougher Libra for one of striving for peaceful co-existence or conflict resolution. If you need someone secretive and inscrutable, something of a loner, go for perspicacious Scorpio or possibly authoritarian Capricorn, or, to add a dash of eccentricity to the mix, Aquarius. If your character is a salesperson at heart, silver-tongued Gemini can sell ice to Inuits, and will convince your reader black is white in the process. Putting the signs out of their comfort zones creates interesting reading. Meticulous, fastidious Virgo will not react well to a messy muddle, and a Capricorn who is powerless in an out of control situation goes through serious angst.


Meeting the shadow




It may be asked of course as to why that particular kind of life happened in the first place. And the answer in all cases, for any of us, is rooted, again, in our desire nature. Desires are acted upon. And those desires create reactions to themselves.


Understanding Karmic Complexes Patricia L. Walsh





Bear in mind that the sun-sign profiles in this book are exaggerated for dramatic effect and that some sad, repressed souls are the very inverse of their sun sign and need to grow into what should be their natural characteristics. Others live out their shadow sides rather more fully than the people around them might like or remain mired in a toxic moon sign – which makes them engrossing for a writer. This struggle to embrace the shadow can be part of their evolution as a protagonist. Some signs have very dark shadow-sides to them. A repressed powerless Leo, for instance, hides in corners or struts his stuff, hates to be seen or perceived as a failure, feels totally inadequate and does anything but shine, manipulating or bullying his or her way through what feels like a thwarted, frustrated life. Or he’ll be totally egocentric and demanding, completely disconnected from other people. Left to his own devices he’s likely to turn into a dictator running his own mini-country. But this character discovering personal power and presence, learning how to shine and to be a uniquely special individual could drive your story forward.


All the astro-profiles include a sign’s shadow qualities, but if you want to add complexity to a sun-sign, think in terms of incorporating the shadow qualities of the sign opposite to it on the zodiac wheel (see below). Signs operate in pairs, so the Aries opposite is Libra, the Taurus opposite is Scorpio, Gemini opposes Sagittarius, Cancer-Capricorn, Leo-Aquarius and Virgo-Pisces. This ‘opposition shadow’ is often overlooked but it can explain some of the knots and puzzles in a character. Put some Scorpio nastiness into Taurus, for instance, and you’ve really got something to get your teeth into as a writer. That solid dependability suddenly becomes much more self-centred and power hungry – and incredibly devious. Remembering that Aries is the opposite of Libra makes sense of the fact that, after Libra has adapted and compromised to fit in with everyone else, there is an abrupt breakthrough of selfishness and ‘what about my needs’ that leaves everyone else reeling; while Libra can suffer from terrible bouts of procrastination and people pleasing. Gentle caring Cancer has the steely determination of Capricorn in its shadow, and Capricorn the emotional vulnerability of Cancer. Virgo can play the put-upon Pisces martyr very well, and Pisces can resort to false humility and fall into fawning servility. Gemini and Sagittarius share an ability to be very economical with the truth.


That’s just the start though. To be interesting, characters need to be multi-layered and to hide secrets from the reader, slowly revealing themselves. So now think about your character’s emotions and his or her instinctual life, the subconscious forces and needs that drive behaviour – and what your character really doesn’t want you to know, the deepest secrets of the psyche that drive them forward regardless of what the conscious mind decides. This is your character’s moon-sign. The moon represents ingrained patterns, the ‘old tapes’ that unconsciously run your character’s automatic reactions. The feelings and beliefs they don’t always know they have. For interesting characters with plenty of internal angst and tension, you need a moon sign that conflicts with or challenges the sun-sign creating an internal predicament that can be projected onto the outside world. An easy way to do this is to use the compatibility chart at the end of each profile. Or, choose the sign before the sun-sign (bearing in mind that the zodiac wheel is read counter-clockwise), or count on three more counter-clockwise signs, or go to the opposite sign. Don’t worry, the astro-wheel shows you exactly what’s placed where, see figure 1.


[image: ]


Figure 1: Astro-wheel: read anti-clockwise
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