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INTRODUCTION



AMERICA IS FIGHTING A SECOND CIVIL WAR for the heart of this country. This book is about how we on the Right can win it without firing a shot.


The long political battle between Conservatives and Liberals has turned into a much uglier and dangerous form of conflict, even open violence at times. There is little common ground remaining when every aspect of life has become polarized and politicized. That is not going to change any time soon. If we don’t marshal our forces and learn how to operate effectively in this new type of warfare, we will lose to the activist Left.


It will take major changes to the political, professional, and cultural institutions we have relied on for half a century. They have failed us. We must build better organizations more suited to the battles we are currently fighting. We have the fundamental advantage that our principles, which come from America’s founding and God, are far better than theirs drawn from Socialism. But, we must have the proper troops, weapons, strategy, and tactics to win. Working together we can build a path to victory.


I’m a team player. Politics and governance is a team sport and I’ve fought for and defended our team even when I was unhappy or disillusioned with it. It has always been far better than the alternative. Now it’s time to face the fact that the current structure of the Right isn’t up to the task at hand. Our enemy is very good at what they do so we need to up our game to beat them.


That’s not to say the institutional Right as a whole has failed. It will always have one of the greatest victories in human history to its credit, defeating the Soviet Union in the Cold War without firing a shot. That was a conflict with the potential to end in nuclear Armageddon, killing everyone on the planet. The free countries of the West led by the political will, military might, and economic power of the American conservative movement did that. The world should be forever grateful.


There has also been a long-simmering, internal Cold War between Liberals and Conservatives since those days as well. The problem is only the Left has really been acting like it. They want to replace our Founding principles with Wokeness, the newest brand of Socialism. The Right says if it ain’t broke, don’t break it. But we have not moved to a wartime footing.


They have recruited, organized, and deployed their forces with a shared mission of fundamentally transforming America. They truly believe America is a fatally flawed nation that must be destroyed so a socialist paradise can be built on the ashes. They are wrong, but they were winning until just recently.


The past five years have seen our internal Cold War flare up into the first stages of a Second Civil War with Left and Right substituting for the North and South.


They are zealots and this is not just politics as usual to them. They are convinced we on the Right are evil and must be stopped. They have lost the ability to agree to disagree. If you are on the opposite side of an issue from them, they condemn you a racist, White Supremacist, misogynist homophobic hater, and the list goes on. They are not willing to coexist with you any more than they would tolerate Adolph Hitler. It is their secular religious mission to demonize, destroy, and eradicate us. They do not want to coexist with either the Judeo-Christian values that formed the basis of Western Civilization or the actual religious believers who make up much of the Right. The sooner we understand, acknowledge, and act accordingly, the better chance we have to survive.


The Second Civil War is the battle of freedom vs. state control. Let’s pray it doesn’t turn into a full-on shooting war, but a look at the past year shows we’re well down that path.


The Left continues their totalitarian pursuit to marginalize and crush anyone who doesn’t toe their party line. With history as a great predictor of the future, regimes based on Socialism never worked well. The oppressed rise up. Those of us on the Right will not quietly or passively submit to the boot of state control the Left is aiming to bring down on our necks.


Winning this second civil war while avoiding open conflict is the purpose of this book. We have avenues open to us to fight back without violence. They are not as glorious as shouting “Wolverines!” as the righteous resistance like the kids in the movie Red Dawn. The options we should pursue fall well short of armed insurrection, which avoids any legal complications.


We have the winning ideas. We will prevail with them but to do so we will have to fight much smarter tactically and strategically on both offense and defense.


We will examine three things as we plan our counteroffensive.


Part I delves into the history and development of America’s internal battles after World War II. In the late 1940s, both Left and Right chose missions and built institutions to carry them out. The Left chose domestic policy and the Right took national security and business.


We were fighting a Cold War against the Soviet Union and simultaneously an internal Cold War at home. We’ll see how the Left was very successful in their covert efforts to revamp our entire social structure and culture. We’ll also examine the course of the institutional Right. Then look at the victories as well as the mistakes that have led us to our current failing position.


Part II will examine the shift from internal cold war to more active conflict which began with the election of President Barack Obama. He took the activist Left and stoked the fires of grievance. Then he launched them against the country demanding not just change, but a fundamental transformation of America. The answer to Obama and the decades of weakness and retreat by the Republican establishment was the rise of President Donald Trump and the fighting wing of the Right. We’ll look at how this has unfolded and how close we really are to a true Second Civil War.


Part III is the counterattack. We will identify the types of political, cultural, civic, and professional institutions we need to win. There must be infrastructure and a platform that appeals to our changing demographics. We have ceded the war on the home front to the Left for far too long as we focused our energies on keeping the world safe for democracy. The American Dream is now in jeopardy.


We have lost a number of battles but the war for the future of America is not lost. They roused the big dogs from the porch and now they will deal with the consequences. It’s time for the Right to fight. And win.





PROLOGUE



THE CHANTS OF “USA! USA! USA!” echoed on the walls of the Capitol that first week of 2021. Protestors were angry about an election they felt was stolen. They pushed through the barricades and the thin line of Capitol Police was quickly overwhelmed. The crowd began to pour up the steps and onto the balconies overlooking the National Mall toward the Washington Monument. They hung a giant American flag from the balustrade on the top balcony.


Others broke into the main building after smashing windows or forcing doors open. Within a short time, the entire police presence had retreated deep inside. The storming of the Capitol stopped the counting and certification of the Electoral College slates inside. This was not a stated goal of the event organizers or the speakers who preceded the march, but it happened nonetheless.


The infiltrators quickly spread throughout the building and the members of Congress were evacuated. Then the photo opportunities began. A picture on the dais usually occupied by Speaker Nancy Pelosi in the House chamber was especially prized, although it seems she took her big gavel with her when she left. The Speaker’s office was one of the few places any real damage was done. She was one of the least favorite among the MAGA crowd and they showed it.


Sadly, the protest was not without casualties and there were a number of violent acts that deserve the full penalty of the law. A Capitol Police Officer died after struggling with protesters and others were attacked; and, Ashli Babbit, an Air Force veteran, was shot and killed while entering the building. She was not known to be armed and the investigation into her death is ongoing.


Several hours later reinforcements from the National Guard and other police agencies arrived and they began clearing the building. Soon after that it was over.


The Storming of the Capitol will become an iconic moment in our nation’s history for good or ill. Many of the folks wearing red, white and blue that day would say it was citizens reminding their government they would not be ignored and their concerns about an election being stolen would be addressed. The media, Democrats, and some Republicans have called them a mob, an insurrection, and even domestic terrorists.


The reaction from the Left was hardly unexpected. They were horrified by mob violence for a political cause. But where was this outrage during the 2020 riots? Where was this condemnation when Black Lives Matter and Antifa rioted, looted, burned and even killed people for months throughout 2020? Why were they not called a mob, an insurrection, or domestic terrorists?


Those are entirely fair questions to ask. It is wrong to break and enter property even if people feel their cause is just. The rioters at the Capitol earned the names they were called, but so did BLM/Antifa during their rampages of destruction. And in both cases the violent ones were a small percentage of relatively peaceful crowds.


Some have said the act of entering the Capitol building made that a much more offensive act than burning and looting mere businesses. Sen. Dick Durbin (D, IL) said:


This is a special place. This is a sacred place. But this sacred place was desecrated by a mob today, on our watch. This temple to democracy was defiled by thugs.


That is an absurd bit of sanctimony. So, Dick, are you saying you’re the Cardinal of the Capitol? We don’t worship government in this country. At least on the Right we don’t. Yes, it is the nation’s house, but spare us the self-serving hyperbole. Ask any business owner which is worse, the mob burning their business, livelihood, and means of supporting their families to the ground or a mob destroying Capitol property.


Why is occupying and not looting the Capitol somehow more heinous than destroying the livelihood of thousands of regular Americans? The entire life’s work of far too many entrepreneurs went up in flames in 2020. They were forced to watch protestors, rioters, and mobs break their windows and steal, destroy, and burn everything they had while the local police were told to stand down.


Compare that to some members of Congress who were protected by their own police force, evacuated to safety immediately, and mildly inconvenienced before returning to work a few hours later none the worse for wear.


President-elect Joe Biden emerged from his basement lair where he had spent the campaign. He immediately began using divisive rhetoric and injecting race into an event that had zero racial aspects.


No one can tell me that if it had been a group of Black Lives Matter protesters yesterday that they wouldn’t have been treated very differently than the mob that stormed the Capitol.


Then he began demagoguing the people who protested at the Capitol.


Don’t dare call them protesters, Mr. Biden said in remarks from Wilmington, Del. They were a riotous mob. Insurrectionists. Domestic terrorists. It’s that basic. It’s that simple.1


Racial grievance mongering and demonizing the forces of the Right are connected for him. Biden also announced he would be making a major priority of fighting domestic terrorism. But he and the Left are not interested in treating all acts of political violence equally. Neither Biden nor anyone else from the Left called the 2020 riots by Black Lives Matter and Antifa domestic terrorism even though 25 people died, 700 law enforcement officers were injured and more than 150 federal buildings were attacked.2, 3


Democrats in Congress immediately jumped at the opportunity for a last chance to impeach President Trump. They had previously failed in their four-year-long quest to take out the Republican president. They never accepted the results of the 2016 election or his presence in the White House. The Democrats wasted millions of taxpayer dollars to impeach a sitting president but found no crimes he committed during their exhaustive multiyear pursuit. Their quest ended in acquittal. They saw Trump’s role in the protest at the Capitol as their last shot at taking him down.


They filed Articles of Impeachment charging him with “willfully inciting violence against the government of the United States.” Impeachment is a political act by its nature, but this was a stunningly partisan attack. Coming barely 10 days before Biden’s inauguration made it clear and evident it was pure revenge, not any kind of justice. They wanted to remove Trump from office before his term ended to delegitimize his entire Presidency.


Trump didn’t help himself by pushing some of the least supportable theories in his claims the election was stolen and that he had actually won in a landslide. Although unhelpful to the political climate, he had every right to contest the election. That included challenging the counting of the Electoral College ballots. Unless the Constitution was stealthily edited, the President enjoys the same free speech rights we all do.


While speaking to the protesters who were rallying at the Washington Monument prior to a planned march to the Capitol, President Trump said:


I know that everyone here will soon be marching over to the Capitol building to peacefully and patriotically make your voices heard…


And we’re going to cheer on our brave senators and congressmen and women and we’re probably not going to be cheering so much for some of them. Because you’ll never take back our country with weakness. You have to show strength and you have to be strong.4


That is simply not incitement by the standard set by the Supreme Court in Brandenburg v. Ohio which requires a direct statement calling for violence. He literally says, “peacefully and patriotically make your voices heard.” But that doesn’t matter to the unhinged Democrats in Congress or to the tech tyrants of Silicon Valley who run our digital town squares.


Twitter, Facebook and Instagram began purging Conservatives immediately after the events at the Capitol. Twitter permanently banned the personal account of the President of the United States and many other high-profile people on the Right, including retired Lieutenant General Michael Flynn.


No due process, no hearing, or appeal. The tech giants own the free marketplace of ideas and acted with impunity. These are the actions of petty tyrants, dictators and totalitarian states. Welcome to the new world where a small collection of companies control who can speak to the public on the most widely used sites.


The social media companies hated that President Trump used their platforms as a way to speak directly to the people and avoid the media filter. But they needed him. When he began using Twitter as his main speech outlet during the 2016 presidential campaign, their business was floundering and investors were worried. Trump made Twitter the place to be and their growth and stock price have been on fire ever since.


President Trump was on his way out of office but they were determined to hurt him. They were so obsessed they were reading his tweets like tarot cards. The President tweeted the following completely inoffensive message:


To all of those who have asked, I will not be going to the Inauguration on January 20th.5


As part of their rationale for permanently suspending him, Twitter posted this insane bit of mindreading:


The second Tweet may also serve as encouragement to those potentially considering violent acts that the Inauguration would be a safe target, as he will not be attending.6


Together the tech tyrants banned millions of accounts with hundreds of millions of followers. They decided to exercise their monopoly power in a partisan purge to shut down voices and ideas they disagree with. As private companies they can do as they wish, but their terms of service say they will treat people equally. They opened themselves up to lawfare as people will undoubtedly exercise their rights under consumer laws to be treated with good faith.


The Left likes to remind us if we don’t like how these companies operate, we are free to set up our own social media. That is true as long as they aren’t violating antitrust law. But members of the Right did set up a competitor to Twitter called Parler, and it was doing very well.


Parler promised no viewpoint discrimination or censorship and that was welcome news. Conservatives flocked to it as they tried to avoid having their voices silenced. But after the incident at the Capitol, in the middle of the great purge of conservative accounts from social media, the tech tyrants struck.


Google banned the Parler app from its store, then Apple followed suit and finally Amazon pulled their web-hosting services. If that is not a conspiracy to stifle competition, I don’t know what is. Parler is working to overcome that, but it has been severely limited in its ability to run its business.


The Left is using all the tools at their disposal to shut down and isolate all of us on the Right. During 2020, their allies BLM and Antifa terrorized the entire country causing billions of dollars in damages. The Left’s media and social media allies influenced the election by censoring and spinning information damaging to their preferred candidate Biden and pushed information damaging to President Trump. They have gone even farther down the path toward their totalitarian utopia and are now using their powers to silence and even criminalize conservative thought.


This will not stand.


The danger of things spinning out of control is increasing every day. Our window to stop it is limited. If we are to avoid open conflict, we must turn the tide quickly.


In this book, we will examine and discuss the current dangers. What are the proper classifications for the violence being done by the Left and Right? What are the ground rules? Most importantly, what can we do to stop it from escalating into a full-scale Civil War?


Then we will launch a plan to win this war for the stability of our country and defeat them before the figurative battles turn literal.





PART I



THE AMERICAN COLD WAR DEVELOPS (1950–2008)


BOTTOM LINE UP FRONT


Part I examines the root causes and historical timeline of the current conflict. It details the growing divergence in views about America between the political Right and Left. We were fighting an external Cold War against an external enemy, the Soviet Union. While we were rightly focused on that, the Left was fighting an internal Cold War to fundamentally transform American institutions.


The modern welfare state was the fork in the road that led to many of the cultural pathologies that infect the country today. The Left was successful in absorbing our education systems, popular culture, media, and government bureaucracy. The Right successfully defeated the Soviet Union. Losing them as an enemy took away the unity of purpose we on the Right found in fighting Communism.


After President Ronald Reagan, the two Bush presidencies floundered as Democrat-Lite domestically; and replaced Communism with terrorism as the boogeyman. We then meandered into nation-building and accomplished very little beyond decades-long wars in Iraq and Afghanistan we’ve been unable to win.


The Left continued its surreptitious slide toward socializing our country. Our culture was moving leftward at a steady pace resulting in powerful changes that weren’t so glaring as to draw everyone’s attention. The Left’s stealth made it difficult to get people on the Right to acknowledge and react to the danger.


Andrew Breitbart, founder of Breitbart News and a cofounder of HuffPost, said, “Politics is downstream to culture.” The Left has spent decades dominating the main organs of American culture and our political infrastructure began to reflect that. The country as a whole continued to move further and further to the Left.


That era ended and the American Cold War began to flare up when Barack Obama was elected President in 2008.





1



THE SIDES WE CHOSE


AN UNWRITTEN UNDERSTANDING developed post World War II where Democrats took the lead on domestic issues while Republicans handled national security and business. This didn’t seem like a bad deal for the Right. We had just won the biggest war ever but the Soviet Union and Communist China were still existential threats. We took the important jobs: keeping the world and America safe for Democracy and building the infrastructure of the American Dream. The Left knew they had the better part of the deal and they had a covert plan. They began a fundamental transformation of this country from the inside.


THE ACADEMIC ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX


As Conservatives and Liberals set about their chosen tasks, they built institutions and developed cadres to staff them. The Left started in Academia and began changing our universities to fit their agenda. Those went from places grounded in classical liberal thought paired with rigorous programs in science and the arts to laboratories for radical ideas that could only survive in that protected environment.


Academic tenure afforded activist academics insulated freedom. They used it to grow programs of study designed to take us to a brave new world. They were developing the intellectual framework for dismantling the bedrock principles of western society. They wanted state control of an unruly population that could not be trusted to do the right thing on its own. It was a path to Socialism, the Left just used a bunch of euphemisms to hide that.


It had many names in academia like critical theory and post-structuralism. It spawned gender and race studies and a plethora of other ways to categorize all that was wrong with America. In politics, it started under the mantle of liberalism, but they were more revolutionary than that. It morphed into progressivism which had many of the same goals, but more radical plans to get them done. It has been moving steadily leftward since then.


They began teaching these ideas to incoming cohorts of students. Many of whom stayed on and have become the progressively liberal faculty in our universities today. The irony is that as the shift leftward continued, many of yesterday’s student-turned-liberal faculty have been marked as not liberal enough by today’s students.


The natural state of youth is rebellion and they had ready recruits for a war to destroy the status quo. Their numbers grew and they began to push aside and replace the old guard of academia through attrition. The old professors who thought their jobs were teaching young people a rigorous understanding of particular disciplines and how to think rationally retired. The new ones who replaced them knew their job was not teaching students how to think, but what to think.


Indoctrination was the method and they took much of their doctrine from the Communist systems. They created a requirement for belief in their ideology punishable by rejection or banishment. They built a party cadre ready to spread the word and begin changing the world, starting with America.


They were smart about picking their battles, too. They began with some major issues that truly needed to be fixed: civil rights and equality for women. It’s almost embarrassing to hear the current crop of activists howling about systemic racism and patriarchal oppression instead of recognizing the advances we’ve made. In the 1950s, those things were still a disgraceful stain and that needed to change.


They were deeply embedded in our culture and the fight to change them sometimes spilled over into protests and even riots. They were really the last major steps in the one hundred fifty plus-year journey to fulfill the promise of the Constitution that all men were created equal and must be treated accordingly.


They began to deploy student activists as the shock troops of change and they built private organizations dedicated to promoting the liberal/progressive agenda. They supported candidates who shared their worldview and a self-supporting system developed. The believers were trained in college and earned their spurs on the protest activism front then moved back into academia, non-profits, politics, and government.


Early on, they grasped the power of the bureaucracy and how it lasted even as elections changed the names at the top. The faceless administrators wielded the actual levers of power and they began filling those positions with their fellow travelers.


The truly brilliant aspect of this was how it allowed the liberal/progressive ideology to spread like a virus. The more they solidified control of academia the more pervasive these teachings became for all who passed though our universities. The professors got progressively more radical and the indoctrination spread from liberal arts programs to the hard sciences, engineering, and other fields of study.


This meant even those who didn’t actively sign up to fight for the cause still got a solid grounding in the party propaganda. They took that with them after graduation regardless of what they went on to do. It ended the university system as an unbiased training ground for professionals and turned it into a place to get credentialed as a member of the liberal elite. It became a grounding in the right, meaning Left, ways to think about society.



THE MILITARY INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX



The analogue to this on the Right was a pipeline that turned out professionals fit for entering the corporate world or the burgeoning defense and intelligence machine.


The business of America has always been business. For those on the political Right, it was not just an acceptable endeavor, it was the preferred place for their children to aspire to. In the booming economic times following World War II, it was a path to prosperity and power.


The other conservative institution was our national security operations. The threat of two Communist superpowers required powerful U.S. capabilities. Our military and intelligence capabilities had to be robust and global in nature even in what was ostensibly peace time. The need for the best weapons and equipment led to a major expansion of the defense industry. The need to know what our enemies were up to did the same for our intelligence gathering capabilities.


The reason for this was easily evident in the expansionist nature of our enemies, especially the Soviet Union. The alliance of convenience and necessity we had with them during World War II ended very quickly. It turned into a head to head competition for global dominance and control. This became the Cold War and a struggle not just of major powers, but of Western Democracy against Communism.


Similar to the Left, this combined universe of career paths for members of the Right also coalesced into a self-supporting establishment of like minded people—the national security apparatus safeguarding the American way and the business contingent keeping the engines of growth and prosperity rolling along.


THE AMERICAN INTERNAL COLD WAR


As the two opposing forces in America built their empires at home, they increasingly began to maneuver against each other. They also began to settle into what felt like an agreeable stalemate.


This went along in comfortable conflict until President Reagan (with great help from Britain’s Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher, and Pope John Paul II) defeated the Soviet Union. As undeniably good as that was for the entire world, it removed the very raison d’être for many Conservatives. Fighting communism was a noble vocation and without it the massive array of institutions devoted to winning the Cold War were without a guiding mission.


Of course, it was not a mistake to defeat the Soviets, but it made the Right vulnerable to attack at home from the Left. The fall of the Berlin Wall led to what the Left began to call the Peace Dividend. They had plenty of places where they were ready to spend it. They saw the entire edifice Conservatives had constructed as a perfect place to begin redistributing wealth. A popular bumper sticker of the time read:


“It will be a great day when our schools get all the money they need and the Pentagon has to hold a bake sale to buy a bomber.”


It also made the traditional career path in national security for conservative youth less appealing. There was a giddy and ultimately unwarranted belief the world had become a safer place and the Right was no longer needed to keep us all safe from nuclear Armageddon or other dangers.


This coincided with the near total control of academia by the Left. When anti-Communism was a guiding ideology there was a sort of immunity for Conservatives while in college. The feeling was, “Of course, there’s this silly socialism and communist-lite stuff going around but we can laugh it off because the real threat is still so deadly obvious.” Once that shared sense of threat dissipated, the immunity departed along with it. Now conservatives were just as much the targets of indoctrination and the camaraderie of fellow anti-communists to help them resist it had disappeared.


Over the following decades, the “education” received at universities included increasing doses of liberal guilt and progressive ideology. It increased the percentage of liberals in professional positions as well. The educated class in America was moving well to the Left of the general population.


The end of the external Cold War opened another front for the Left in the American internal Cold War and they began to chip away at the military industrial complex. While the Right had built the national security establishment that gave them both job security and a purpose, the Left had always opposed those efforts with varying degrees of success. Now the main enemy was gone and the Republican establishment was floundering to justify its existence.


President George H.W. Bush was a weak and rudderless leader, especially after such a towering figure as President Reagan. Even though the actual fall of the Berlin Wall happened during Bush’s presidency, he received little credit for it. Without the need for the institutions of the Right to safeguard us against an existential threat like the Soviet Union, there was no real selling point for Republicans. That became painfully obvious in the 1992 presidential election as Bill Clinton wiped the floor with Bush 41.


THE LAST MODERATE DEMOCRAT AND THE RISE OF THE NEOCONS


The next eight years showed the loss of focus for the Republican establishment and President Clinton made tremendous inroads advancing the liberal agenda. The only saving grace was that he was a relatively moderate Democrat compared to what was coming down the pike. But still, every step to the Left made future degradation that much easier.


The real losses in the internal Cold War during the Clinton years were in the eroding of our cultural, moral and ethical values. Bill was a likeable rogue to many and certainly an excellent politician. He was also a serial adulterer and both he and his wife, Hillary, seemed corrupt and unsavory to many. President John F. Kennedy had been just as much of a philanderer but the public perception of his Administration was still Camelot and the beautiful people, a sort of American royalty.


Bill and Hillary created no such atmosphere and the lower moral standard they set was matched in our culture. Loose liberal values replaced enforcing morality and personal responsibility with a “do what feels good” mentality. TV and movies increasingly became avenues for propagation of the liberal and progressive worldview. This period of the late 1980s through the 1990s was the final iteration of the slow, steady, and very successful movement to the Left that had been underway since the 1950s.


The pendulum swing of American politics gave President George W. Bush the chance to defeat President Clinton’s former Vice President, Al Gore, in the 2000 election. Bush benefitted from the Clinton scandal fatigue and also the general smarmy, unlikeable nature of Gore. Even so, the election still came down to a drawn out set of recounts, the introduction of “hanging chads,” and eventually a Supreme Court ruling.


Bush 43 was the perfect example of an establishment Republican. He was packaged to look appealing in an era of relative prosperity with no major enemies or national security threats.


Karl Rove, a senior advisor and Deputy Chief of Staff, marketed him as a “Compassionate Conservative” which is as close to just admitting you’re Democrat Lite as we may ever see. They used it to get W into the White House. Once there, he was the first Republican President in modern times forced to compete in our internal Cold War on the Democrats, chosen battlefield of domestic policy.


He happily continued the preferred strategy of the Republican establishment which was lose as slowly as possible and under no circumstances fight as hard or dirty as your opponents. The concern always seemed to be “What would the other members of the country club think?”
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