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PREFACE

AS AN ASTROLOGER and numerologist I was very interested in this system when I came upon it over fifteen years ago, as it seemed to combine astrology and numerology and come up with something extra. I soon learned the cards of all my friends and family members and started to find patterns in my life and theirs. For example, there was a period in my life when the majority of my friends were 2s of Diamonds. As statistically the odds were way beyond this being a coincidence I had to look at what the 2 of Diamonds was telling me. As this card had a Mars influence on me I quickly realized that I admired their drive, courage, and desire for action. This energy was definitely something I desired or wanted to be associated with at that time.

Soon I could no longer think of people I knew without also associating them with their card. I can, for example, no longer think of John Lennon without thinking of him as the King of Clubs and Paul McCartney as the Queen of Clubs. Madonna and Nelson Mandela are both 10 of Clubs, a card usually associated with leaders. Besides famous figures, knowing the cards of those close to you can help give you greater insight into their talents and foibles. For instance, if your husband is a 4 of Diamonds you must realize that his work is of major importance in his learning or life blueprint, and you may need to respond accordingly.

In my many years of research I have studied thousands of people and their cards, often comparing them with their astrological charts. In some instances this simple card system can give nearly as much information as a basic horoscope reading. Since astrology takes many years of concentrated study, this system is a wonderful way to obtain quick access to information about yourself and others.

As well as the deeper spiritual insight you can gain from studying the cards, they can also prove to be a fun influence in your life. Bob Dylan, an 8 of Clubs who knows the system, used it creatively and wrote a song about the Jack of Hearts. Alternatively, you may start to find playing cards in the street. My writing partner, Saffi, and I found a 2 of Spades in the subway on our way to meet our first publisher. Since the 2 of Spades Card emphasizes working in partnership, this card was most appropriate for both our writing together and the partnership we were just about to form with our publisher. Realizing how appropriate the card’s meaning was for us at that moment, we then turned the card over and saw that the back was marked “The Lucky Silver Mine”—a fortuitous sign! Symbols can definitely be fun as well as profound.

Studying dreams shows us that the subconscious and superconscious work with symbols in many different ways. As well as using humor and puns dreams can provide us with premonitions or more serious insights. As you work with the card system you will find the symbolic language of the cards an equally useful tool to access that same deeper knowledge that puts us in touch with our greatest good.

—Geri Sullivan

Although in our world the confused usually lead the misguided, occasionally you can find knowledge that can be both truthful and inspiring such as the Ancient Card System. Akin to the esoteric belief of as above so below, this system reveals that everything counts and is accounted for in two unique tables called the Early and Spiritual Spreads. The orderly layout in the Spiritual Spread signifies heavenly perfection, while the random setting of the Earthly Spread corresponds to the irregularity of everyday life. During my early years of research into astrology and numerology, I have found the card system invaluable. It offers simple yet defined insight into the destiny, personal life, and relationships of each and every one of us. There are many personal symbols and messages hidden in the cards. By studying the links of different cards within the system, you can also expand and deepen your perceptions of yourself and those who play important roles in your life. In fact, this card system is second to none when it comes to understanding human relationships. Although these are found through the planetary links, there are other important factors to look out for, such as the links of governing and Replacement Cards. On many occasions I have found that strong relationships include more than one link and that relatives fit within the card system in ways similar to a family tree.

—Saffi Crawford, M.A.
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INTRODUCTION

THIS IS A MODERN interpretation of an ancient system that uses playing cards to represent a synthesis of astrology and numerology in a unique way. The origins of playing cards can be traced back to early times, and some argue even to the lost civilization of Atlantis. As some variation of playing cards can be found all over the world the mystery of their creation and meaning has been investigated over many centuries in order to reveal their hidden knowledge.

Although most people nowadays see playing cards as objects of games or gambling, due to their universal use and timeless symbolism, people can also feel an affinity with them on a subconscious level. In every culture they have crept into the language and have been used as metaphors. People use sayings such as “this person is an Ace,” “the whole thing could fall down like a pack of cards,” or “he’s a Joker.” In literature, Lewis Carroll used the Queen of Hearts as a character in Alice in Wonderland, while Princess Diana was called the Queen of Hearts by the British press. Even though people regularly try to change the basic designs of the cards or put famous faces on them, the mystical power of the cards and their symbolism ensures that their original depictions retain their longevity and popularity.

Although through the ages mystics kept this remarkable card system alive, its knowledge has been kept secret. The Rosicrucians brought it back to light by publishing a book about it in 1893 called The Mystic Test Book by Olney H. Richmond. The mystical order to which he belonged had decided to make known part of the hidden wisdom of the cards to the general public.

This card system was further developed many years ago in two other books called Sacred Symbols of the Ancients by Edith Randall and Florence Campbell and What’s Your Card? by Arne Lein. More recent books by Robert Camp also explore aspects of the system. All these books provide excellent interpretations on how this card system works.

In this extraordinary system each card carries its own special message through the suits, planets, and numbers. Not only can your card reveal your life purpose and unique characteristics, but since the cards are linked, they interact with one another. Knowing a person’s card can reveal a great deal about their personality and also provide you with accurate information about the type of relationship you could have. Working with the cards enables you to reach different levels of understanding. The only limitation is how much time you want to put into learning the system.

It has been suggested that the Minor Arcana of the Tarot also derives from this ancient card system. There is evidence from the fifteenth century that the Major and Minor cards were seen as two distinct types of cards that may have been incorporated into one deck at a later date. Unlike Tarot cards, however, where you need to develop your psychic abilities and the cards are laid out at random, this simple card system has a definite structure. Nevertheless, if you are learning the Tarot cards, this system can give you valuable insight and a much greater understanding of the Minor Arcana. The information you can gain from this card system can also enhance your knowledge of astrology and numerology as well as increase your insight into your life lessons and personal relationships. Whether you just want to learn about your card and those of your friends for fun, or want to explore the deeper, more mystical side of the system, you will find it equally intriguing and enjoyable.


HOW TO FIND YOUR CARD AT A GLANCE

Birthday Timetable

To find what card you are, go to the birthday timetable below and look for the card in the box for your birth date.

[image: Image]

To find the interpretation for your card go to Part II, Descriptions of the Cards, page 41



The Playing Card System
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The Playing Card System


THE BEAUTY OF this card system is in its symbolic simplicity. The cycles of thirteen cards and the four suits—Hearts, Clubs, Diamonds, and Spades—that represent the four elements or seasons, fall neatly into the fifty-two weeks of the year in a definite order. The twelve Court Cards—Kings, Queens, Jacks—symbolize the months of the year. The two colors (black and red) represent positive and negative, male and female, and each of the fifty-two playing cards is linked to a particular birthday of the year.

The card system is based on two tables, the Earthly Spread and the Spiritual Spread. It is in the Earthly Spread that our day-to-day existence takes place, and where we can read about most of our personality traits, life challenges, and external happenings. Although this book focuses mainly on the Earthly Spread, where we can find information about our everyday lives, the Spiritual Spread is significant, as it represents the superconscious level. Superconsciousness includes the intuitive or soul level, so in the Spiritual Spread we can find further hidden symbols and karmic links that shed light on a deeper level of understanding. For example, the astrological links to a card in the Spiritual Spread can often point to our life mission.

Each card has its positive and negative attributes, and it is up to the person to live up to the highest potential indicated by their card. A highly successful person can be a “2 card” and an individual can be a nonachiever even though he or she is a King or a Queen. The key question is, what can your card reveal about you? Once you become familiar with your card and its hidden knowledge you will be able to improve your life by utilizing your natural attributes, transforming your weaknesses, and making the most of your potential.

[image: Image]

SPIRITUAL SPREAD
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EARTHLY SPREAD





[image: Image]
The Symbols of the Cards


THE SYMBOLS OF the cards are expressed through the suits, astrological signs, numbers, and planets that are linked to each card.


THE SUITS

♥ The Hearts


Individuals belonging to the Hearts suit usually possess sensitive yet strong emotions. Generally, they enhance life with their ability to give love and support or show affection and compassion. Caring and sensual, they are often loving partners and loyal friends. Their natural charm and excellent people skills signify that they can succeed in careers dealing with the public or working in the community. Alternatively, they can express themselves through their innate talents, creativity, and idealism. Those who belong to the Hearts suit need to learn how to best utilize their emotions and recognize that with the power of love they can achieve great results. The challenge of the Hearts suit is not to succumb to emotional impulsiveness or fears that can evoke negative feelings such as selfishness, hatred, or jealousy. In the Tarot, Hearts are Cups.

♣ The Clubs


Individuals who belong to the Clubs suit are usually rational and intelligent, with an inquiring or curious mind. If they pay attention to their inner voice they can also develop their intuitive abilities and unique gifts. Mentally quick and often enthusiastic about their favorite subjects, they usually succeed when they recognize that their cerebral power is their principal asset. Often freethinking and communicative, these people are keen to acquire knowledge, express their thoughts, or join debates and discussions. A tendency to talk rather than listen may also stimulate their inclination to argue. Nevertheless, astute and well informed, they can benefit greatly from early education or special training. They often choose a profession that requires mental agility, such as commerce, administration, law, or teaching and counseling. Alternatively, a natural gift of the gab may lead them to sales and promotion. They can also express their mental creativity through writing, problem solving, and designing. In the Tarot, Clubs are Wands.

 The Diamonds


Diamonds represent practicality, sensation, money, and the ability to evaluate. In highly developed Diamonds individuals this ability to evaluate goes beyond money, as they can assess personality qualities or spiritual values astutely. In the less developed person, however, a Diamonds card places much more emphasis on materialism. Nevertheless, most Diamonds cards have a shrewd assessment of material opportunities that usually works well for them. It helps them understand how to commercialize their skills and talents or those of others. More importantly, it provides a strong inner system to understand life. Every experience and every piece of new information is evaluated as to whether it is useful. Although at first this evaluation system is used to merely obtain money, property, or material security, eventually a Diamonds’ values become clearer as to what produces happiness. Positive Diamonds individuals work on themselves by constantly updating and upgrading their value systems. This leads them to want wealth so they can do good with it and become more generous and philanthropic. In the Tarot, Diamonds are Pentacles.

♠ The Spades


Spades represent the need to work to make theories a reality and thus produce wisdom. A highly developed Spades individual is self-disciplined and industrious, with the ability to sacrifice for the greater good of all. A less developed Spades individual also can work but may be caught in the “rat race” of life, continually repeating their mistakes and never focusing on obtaining wisdom from their experiences. Their attitudes toward work can thus become extra-important to people who are Spades cards. If working on themselves Spades people are willing to discipline themselves for self-improvement. Through their experiences and self-mastery they often become students of highly specialized knowledge or even disciples of Mystery Schools, where they can further develop their sharp insights. They learn to offer their services for humanity and relinquish personal ambition. If operating negatively, however, they may force discipline and their strong will onto others through misuse of personal power. In the Tarot, Spades are Swords.


THE NUMBERS

Each of the cards is affiliated with a number. This number has a symbolic message and is therefore highly significant. For example, if your birthday indicates that you are a 2 card you are more likely to focus on your relationships and gain knowledge and experience from dealing with others. This card number also suggests that your people skills are particularly enhanced. To find out more about the number of your card, look at the list of keywords for all the numbers following.

Key Words for the Numbers

1 (Ace)

POSITIVE: natural leader, ambitious, energetic, motivated, dynamic, creative, progressive, powerful will, optimistic, strong convictions, competitive, independent, strong desires, gregarious

NEGATIVE: demanding, jealous, loner, overbearing, egotistical, too proud, tyrannical, antagonistic, lacks restraint, selfish, weak, unstable, vacillating, impatient

2

POSITIVE: creates good partnerships, considerate, gentle, tactful, receptive, intuitive, harmonious, agreeable, ambassador of goodwill, objective, sociable, balanced, cooperative, sensitive

NEGATIVE: suspicious, lack of confidence, codependent, gets discouraged too easily, subservient, timid, oversensitive, selfish, easily hurt, too subjective, crafty, deceitful

3

POSITIVE: creative, friendly, happy, humorous, productive, artistic, freedom loving, has a gift with words, versatile, charming, sensitive, multitalented, fun loving, expressive

NEGATIVE: indecisive, self-doubting, worried, scattered, feels unprepared, exaggerates, jealous, intolerant, boastful, extravagant, self-indulgent, lazy, hypocritical, insecure

4

POSITIVE: practical, honest, determined, hardworking, loyal, self-disciplined, steady, organized, methodical, skilled at crafts, dexterous, patient, orderly, pragmatic, trusting, exact

NEGATIVE: stubborn, uncommunicative, rebellious, unstable, destructive, emotionally repressed, rigid, prone to excesses, unfeeling, too frugal, bossy, hides affections, resentful, too strict

5

POSITIVE: strong instincts, freedom loving, daring, adaptable, enterprising, progressive, magnetic, lucky, quick, witty, curious, mystical, versatile, enthusiastic, fond of travel, sociable

NEGATIVE: unreliable, impatient, changeable, inconsistent, drifting, irresponsible, lustful, easily bored, too outspoken, overconfident, restless, impulsive, headstrong

6

POSITIVE: worldly, responsible, friendly, home loving, caring, compassionate, dependable, sympathetic, idealistic, creative, universal, comfort loving, humanitarian, artistic, balanced, harmonious

NEGATIVE: discontented, overcritical, anxious, unreasonable, stubborn, outspoken, domineering, irresponsible, inert, selfish, suspicious, snobbish, self-centered

7

POSITIVE: thoughtful, analytical, fine mind, very sensitive, has much faith, perfectionist, original, strong intuition, spontaneous, meticulous, spiritual, idealistic, trusting, technical, rational, sense of melody, reflective

NEGATIVE: cold, skeptical, overcritical, gets lost in detail, overrationalizes, overly sensitive, withdraws, uncommunicative, cynical, suspicious, confused, feels misunderstood, self-absorbed

8

POSITIVE:  determined, practical, natural leader, thorough, hardworking, authoritative, protective, powerful, good with money, has executive or organizational abilities, ambitious, dependable, capable, is good judge of values, goal-oriented, self-confident, realistic

NEGATIVE: impatient, intolerant, materialistic, domineering, miserly, workaholic, bullying, plays power games, controlling, stubborn

9

POSITIVE: generous, compassionate, idealistic, objective, kind, intuitive, sentimental, spiritual, tolerant, intelligent, romantic, philanthropic, helpful, good with people, creative, sympathetic, selfless, humanitarian, broad-minded

NEGATIVE: frustrated, selfish, too detached, disappointed, miserly, inferiority complex, overly sentimental, nervous, escapist

10

POSITIVE: self-confident, strong willpower, ambitious, progressive, success-oriented, natural leader, creative, has executive skills, forceful, excellent mind, original, practical, strong convictions, energetic, competitive, strong, gregarious, independent

NEGATIVE: demanding, arrogant, dominating, egotistical, doesn’t use opportunities, dictatorial streak, too proud, selfish, unstable, impatient


COURT CARDS

Keywords for the Court Cards

Jacks

POSITIVE: clever, sociable, creative, dramatic, natural leader, inspirational, has good people skills, enthusiastic, strong willpower, noble, playful, responsible, talented, intuitive, humanitarian, confident, inventive, charismatic, entertaining

NEGATIVE: too proud, immature, overly emotional, has superiority complex, high strung, irresponsible, selfish, superficial, aimless, stubborn, frivolous, easily hurt

Queens

POSITIVE: natural leader, receptive, intelligent, confident, intuitive, has good people skills, strong willpower, ambitious, independent, creative, teacher, dramatic, inspired, progressive, has executive or organizational skills, intuitive, original

NEGATIVE: selfish, drama queen, uncooperative, too passive, doesn’t use opportunities for service, overly sensitive, stubborn

Kings

POSITIVE: has strong will, freedom loving, shows initiative, natural leader, clever, has organizational or executive abilities, creative, confident, ambitious, dramatic, original, independent

NEGATIVE: bossy, stubborn, doesn’t use opportunities for service, arrogant, too proud, impatient, impulsive, indecisive, unemotional, rebellious


THE TWELVE ASTROLOGICAL SUN SIGNS & THEIR ARCHETYPES

Each zodiac Sun sign has a particular role that enables it to manifest its power in the act of creation. We can also associate a number of archetypes with each of the Sun signs.

ARIES
March 21-April 20
Ruling Planet: Mars ♂
Keywords: energy, activity, leadership

Aries is governed by the element of fire and is the first sign of the zodiac. Ruled by Mars, Aries individuals are often action-oriented and full of vitality. Daring and assertive, they rarely sit around or wait for others. Since they are keen to take the initiative they prefer leadership positions and are often pioneers. Not known for their patience, Arians are often direct and bold. Arians may, however, sometimes need to resist being self-centered or bullying. Nevertheless, ardent and passionate, their energy and enthusiasm can motivate or inspire others, particularly to take action or be more adventurous.

ARCHETYPES FOR ARIES


the Chivalrous Hero

the Warrior

the Daredevil

the Boss

TAURUS
April 21-May 21
Ruling Planet: Venus ♀
Keywords: endurance, persistence, sensuality

Taurus is governed by the element of earth; therefore, Taureans are often practical, steady, and security conscious. Being sensible and quietly determined, once they decide to do something they can be enduring and resolute. At times, however, this can cause them to be very stubborn or fixed. Venus, their ruling planet, usually gives them a pleasant appearance and a calm demeanor, which makes them magnetic and attractive. Their sensual or highly refined senses indicate that they usually appreciate beauty and the luxuries that life can offer. Taureans are not only concerned with their possessions but are keen to get good value for their money. If they are not careful, however, they can become materialistic or self-indulgent. Nevertheless, they are usually highly productive and have artistic or creative talents.

ARCHETYPES FOR TAURUS


the Banker

the Sensualist

the Nature Lover

the Steady One

the Musician or Singer

GEMINI

May 22-June 21
Ruling Planet: Mercury ☿
Keywords: versatility, ingenuity, talkative

A thirst for knowledge and natural curiosity suggest that Gemini individuals are usually well informed or keep themselves busy learning new things. Although Geminis can be bright, multitalented, and versatile, if they are not careful they can scatter their energies in too many directions. Nevertheless, through mental discipline and education, Geminis can develop a greater depth of thought. Linked to Mercury, people of this sign often can have an androgynous quality and a slim and youthful body. Geminis are also expressive with their hands when conveying their ideas, and with their need to communicate Geminis often can talk for hours. Like their symbol the twins, they are renowned for being able to do at least two things at once, as well as for being flexible and adaptable.

ARCHETYPES FOR GEMINI


the Messenger

the Salesperson

the Communicator

the Interpreter

the Journalist/Writer

the Speaker

the Storyteller/Yarn Spinner

CANCER
June 22-July 22
Ruling Planet: Moon ☽
Keywords: sensitive, sympathetic, affectionate

Cancer is governed by the element of water; therefore, Cancerians are ruled by their feelings and are often sensitive. Although their ruler, the Moon, can make them emotionally receptive and intuitive, like the changing tides Cancerians are prone to alternating moods. In order to protect themselves Cancerians can appear shy or reserved, yet this should not be interpreted as a weakness. Masters in the art of passive resistance, they often withdraw to gather strength. Generally domesticated, Cancerians have a strong link to home and family. With their need to nurture, they often take on the role of mother, caregiver, or counselor. Sympathetic and kind, despite their changing moods these individuals are naturally affectionate. They may need, however, to avoid smothering others with their protective love and devotion.

ARCHETYPES FOR CANCER


the Mother

the Caregiver

the Psychic

the Counselor

LEO
July 23-August 22
Ruling Planet: Sun ⊙
Keywords: vitality, confidence, self-expression

Leos want to express themselves and shine just like their ruling star, the Sun. Although they possess a playful side they usually are assertive and see themselves in leading roles rather than in supporting positions. Belonging to a fixed fire sign, Leos can be lively and enthusiastic yet somewhat stubborn. Finding it hard to admit their mistakes, the downside of Leos’strong egos is their tendency to be arrogant or vain. Nevertheless, Leos have big hearts, sunny personalities, and a sense of fun. Generous and friendly, they can be very sociable. Although Leos’ regal or commanding manner makes them ideal for leadership, if they take command without being asked they can appear bossy. Leos who do not fulfill their natural potentials may just seek fun and pleasure or fall into idleness. Being image conscious, however, their pride usually will make them work extremely hard and be responsible. Their strength, courage, and integrity can inspire others, and with their sense of drama they often leave a lasting impression.

ARCHETYPES FOR LEO


the Performer/Player

the King or Queen

the Child

the Lover

the Actor

VIRGO
August 23-September 22
Ruling Planet: Mercury ☿
Keywords: discriminating, efficient, service

Virgos are governed by the earth element and Mercury is their ruling planet. Generally practical and down-to-earth, Virgos usually love order and pay attention to finer points in order to be more efficient. Articulate and discriminating, Virgos are often excellent organizers. Although they may be economical and prudent with money, Virgos are usually generous with their time and advice should anybody need assistance. Being practical, however, they also expect others to make an effort to help themselves. With their strong work ethic, they constantly are examining and refining everything in order to improve their lives. Unfortunately, this perfectionism may cause them to overanalyze and get lost in small details or be too critical and fault finding. Modest and unassuming, however, Virgos habitually reevaluate their actions and are well aware of their own faults. Virgos can be meticulous and refined, as they usually adopt very high standards.

ARCHETYPES FOR VIRGO


the Analyst/Researcher

the Perfectionist

the Servant

the Organizer

the Critic

LIBRA

September 23-October 22
Ruling Planet: Venus ♀
Keywords: balance, diplomacy, relationship

Ruled by Venus, Librans are charming and courteous and have style. Their love of harmony indicates that they usually prefer to keep the peace and use diplomatic means rather than be confrontational. Although it can be good to be able to compromise, they should, however, avoid sitting on the fence or being indecisive rather than facing issues head-on. Librans’ love of beauty usually is reflected in their clothes, homes, and desires for luxury. They also can be artistic or creative, and value their relationships highly. Librans need to be liked and so they are friendly, affectionate, and sociable. Intelligent and usually able to see things from another person’s point of view, Librans have a strong sense of justice and fair play.

ARCHETYPES FOR LIBRA


the Lover

the Diplomat

the Partner

the Socializer

the Good Host

SCORPIO

October 23-November 21
Ruling Planet: Mars ♂
Keywords: regeneration, secrecy, power

Deeply emotional, people born under the sign of Scorpio can be passionate and strong-willed with a strong sex drive. Tending to have an “all or nothing” attitude, they can be powerful and intense. The extremes of their natures suggest that at times there is a danger of obsessiveness or vengefulness. When positive, however, Scorpios can be extremely focused, strong, and dynamic, with an ability to take on a challenge and totally transform difficult situations. Magnetic but sensitive, they prefer to be in control so they can avoid getting hurt emotionally. Scorpios do not like to show signs of weakness; in fact, they often keep secrets so people do not have an advantage over them. When on your side they can be loyal, loving, and totally supportive. Natural detectives, Scorpios probe for the hidden truth, so they can also be good psychologists.

ARCHETYPES FOR SCORPIO


the Controller

the Hypnotist

the Magician

the Detective

SAGITTARIUS

November 22-December 21
Ruling Planet: Jupiter ♃
Keywords: honesty, exploration, idealism

Enthusiastic, warm, and generous, Sagittarians are honest individuals with a direct approach. Friendly and optimistic, they look to the future for opportunities to expand and improve their lives. Although they are free spirits with independent styles, their tendency to be outspoken and frank can sometimes make them tactless. Usually, however, their open and idealistic natures or philosophical approach to life saves them from difficulties. As they often love to explore, they value their freedom and dislike being tied down. Travel, sports, higher learning, or just having big plans can be some of the areas that particularly inspire Sagittarians.

ARCHETYPES FOR SAGITTARIUS


the Traveler

the Philosopher

the Optimist

the Seeker of Truth

the Foreigner

the Game Player

CAPRICORN

December 22-January 20
Ruling Planet: Saturn ♄
Keywords: ambitious, conscientious, diligent

Practical, dutiful, and determined, Capricorns are the ultimate realists. As security is important to them, they often take cautious or conservative approaches to life and have slightly reserved personalities. Usually hardworking, Capricorns like precise goals so they can know exactly where they are going—and when. With a strong awareness of their responsibilities, they can be reliable and solid, executing their work conscientiously. Although usually self-disciplined, Capricorns can also be pessimistic if they doubt themselves, or calculating if they become too selfish. Fortunately, on the other side, they can also have a wonderful dry sense of humor and a tenacity that comes from perseverance and patient resolve.

ARCHETYPES FOR CAPRICORN


the Father

the Authority Figure

the Worker

the Disciplinarian

the Traditionalist

AQUARIUS

January 21-February 19
Ruling Planet: Uranus [image: Image]
Keywords: detached, humanitarian, independent

Friendly and independent, Aquarians are intelligent individuals with an inventive approach to life. Being interested in people makes them natural psychologists or gives them strong humanitarian streaks. A rebel quality, however, can also cause them to be stubborn or contrary. Aquarians do not usually like to take orders, needing the freedom to think for themselves and do things in their unique ways. With an impersonal approach to life, they often can take a truly objective viewpoint, but they must also be careful not to become too detached or unemotional. Original and unconventional, Aquarians can often be ahead of their time and have strong mental intuition.

ARCHETYPES FOR AQUARIUS


the Humanitarian

the Detached Observer

the Scientist

the Friend

the Eccentric

the Revolutionary

PISCES

February 20-March 20
Ruling Planet: Neptune [image: Image]
Keywords: receptive, visionary, idealistic, intuitive

Imaginative and impressionable, Pisceans have wide emotional ranges. The symbol for Pisces is two fish swimming in opposite directions, indicating a dual personality of extremes. They can be sensitive, caring, and hardworking, with an ability to devote themselves to others or a good cause. Alternatively, they can be irritable or moody, stubbornly refusing to listen to anyone. Nevertheless, psychically open to all the more subtle emotions, Pisceans can be very generous and compassionate toward others. If they dissolve themselves in other people’s needs, however, there is a danger they may lose their sense of self-worth. It is important that Pisceans continually build up their own confidence. Highly imaginative and acutely aware of their inner feelings, Pisceans have fertile secret dream worlds and strong intuitions.

ARCHETYPES FOR PISCES


the Visionary

the Romantic

the Savior

the Mystic or Psychic

the Healer

the Dreamer


THE SEVEN PLANETS

Mercury ☿

Mercury represents mental ability, the desire to understand, and the need to communicate. Being clever with fast responses, Mercury quickly can get a good grasp of a subject or logically solve problems. Besides being inquisitive and eager to learn, Mercury is articulate and skilled in the expression of ideas, whether through talking or writing. With critical abilities as well as mental agility, this planet can signify discriminative powers and a capacity for being adaptable and versatile. Although there can be a tendency to be nervous or diffused, Mercury is a master of communication. Through this sharing of information, Mercury also is connected to teaching or business and trading. Mercury governs the astrological signs of both Gemini and Virgo.

Venus ♀

Venus relates to values of love and pleasure and therefore harmonizes, bringing warmth, sociability, and a cooperative attitude. Venus would prefer to be easygoing and keep the peace rather than face confrontation and a discordant environment. Venus’s function is to bring union, and is therefore connected to intimacy. Being a magnetic planet that draws from the feminine, Venus governs the ability to attract others. Since this attraction can extend to needed resources, Venus can also therefore govern money and possessions. This planet delights in the senses and has a fine appreciation for beauty and sensual indulgence. It is therefore connected to artistic, musical, and creative gifts as well as to sexuality. Bringing good taste, grace, and natural refinement, Venus dislikes coarseness but may be prone to vanity and indolence. In men, Venus represents their feminine side and all the values associated with this, especially relationships, cooperation, and enjoyment in life. Venus governs the astrological signs of Taurus and Libra.

Mars ♂

Action-oriented, Mars is a planet that represents vitality, drive, and motivation. Courageous and direct, Mars represents the Warrior archetype. In the male/female polarity Mars governs male energy and sexuality. For a woman, Mars depicts the drive behind her personality and her assertive side. Mars can also represent the type of man she naturally attracts to act out her own male energy. For a man, Mars represents his physical drive and sensuality. Passionate and immediate, Mars stimulates the need to directly gratify desires or use strength and force to defend and protect. Quickly combative or confrontational, Mars can represent anger. If uncontrolled this energy can bring impatience, aggression and destruction. If controlled it can be used constructively to get much accomplished. It also exemplifies the sense of personal power that comes from inner strength and standing up for your needs. Mars governs the astrological signs of Aries and Scorpio.

Jupiter ♃

Jupiter, the largest planet in our solar system, encourages growth and expansion. The spiritual message of Jupiter is to seek development through higher wisdom, philosophy, and truth. The positive aspect of this enlargement is the ability to reach beyond existing limitations and experience the optimism and confidence that come from visualizing something better or greater. Jupiter also enables us to think comprehensively and see the bigger picture. This aptitude can help us perceive large concepts, philosophical ideas, or spiritual and religious values. Although Jupiter usually represents good fortune, some of this planet’s less attractive qualities are excess, false optimism, exaggeration, and overexuberance. By nature Jupiter is generous, benevolent, and full of good intentions. On occasions, however, it can inflate the ego, causing individuals to appear opinionated, arrogant, or condescending. Traveling to distant places fits particularly well with Jupiter’s desire to expand and gather wisdom through new experiences. The quest for a higher truth suggested by this planet can inspire a pursuit for knowledge, higher learning, and spirituality. Jupiter as the mythological god Zeus is also associated with judgment; therefore, Jupiter represents the judicial system or law and order. Jupiter governs the astrological sign of Sagittarius.

Saturn ♄

Saturn, ruler of the Sun sign Capricorn, is often known as Old Father Time and the taskmaster. Symbolic of “that which we sow we shall also reap,” Saturn represents the law of restriction or even of learning through suffering. Saturn relates to discipline, organization, and responsibility. Saturn, being older and wiser, advises that everything can work if we apply methodology to our efforts. It also suggests that the knowledge gained from the restrictive influences associated with obstacles is ultimately worthwhile. In order to balance the expansiveness of Jupiter we have the curtailing influence of Saturn, which can positively restrain overinflation and maintain balance.

The positive qualities of Saturn enable us to create order or work within space and form. It defines boundaries, producing rules and regulations for working systems. This planet requires us to face up to our obligation and duties. Saturn accounts for everything, for the work that has been put in, and for what was not accomplished; everything is repaid exactly. Nevertheless, Saturn’s lessons are often uncomfortable, as they can point to what is wrong or missing in our lives. The negative qualities of Saturn can cause pessimism, fear, denial, and even depression. Saturn also represents anything “hard,” such as bones and teeth or when we need to be “hard” on ourselves. The attractive attributes of Saturn are the ability to concentrate and to demonstrate our willpower and self-reliance. This planet will reward individuals for their dedication if they work on their determination and perseverance. With the assistance of Saturn we develop patience, order and authority. Saturn can force us to be realistic and efficient.

Uranus

Uranus rules the sign of Aquarius. This planet governs all types of electric energy: television and radio waves, magnetic fields, lasers, computers, and new technology. Uranus enables us to develop our intuitive skills and ingenuity by being able to think in an objective or abstract way. Uranus brings enlightenment and freedom of spirit by breaking away from old habits or the restrictions of Saturn. This kind of freedom also involves leaving a space for the unexpected. These qualities can encourage individualistic expression and love of independence. Despite the pressures of conformity, Uranus dares us to express our own views or unique style. Uranus’s unpredictable element is also associated with sudden happenings, erratic behavior, or eccentricity.

Although Uranus highlights liberty, humanitarian ideology, and a free society, this planet’s influence can produce social rebelliousness, anarchy, and revolution. At an individual level it can lead to defiance or obstinate behavior, just for the sake of being different. Nevertheless, Uranus encourages an open-minded attitude and acceptance of new ideas, change, and the latest inventions. Uranus also can widen our points of view to universal concepts such as humanity as a family of brothers and sisters.

Neptune [image: Image]

Neptune governs the sign of Pisces, and as lord of the sea is perceived as enigmatic and mysterious. Unlike Saturn, Neptune knows of no boundaries and can merge with everything. Although this ability to blend can signify integration and unity, it can also slowly and subtly dissolve what we consider permanent or solid, diluting matter and creating ambiguity and confusion. Neptune’s influence is more evident on the subconscious level, in dreams, spiritual visions, or supernatural experiences, but some aspects or areas of our lives are not as clear-cut as others due to Neptune’s effects. Nevertheless, Neptune can transcend limitations by refining and purifying old or outdated perceptions. The positive qualities of Neptune can lift the spirit with inspiration and let the imagination envisage what is possible. Neptune also can break down the boundaries created by the ego. Since Neptune’s receptivity can help us identify with the suffering of others, it can inspire compassion, generosity, and sympathy. Neptune’s ambiguity, however, can also mislead and make us gullible. This planet’s extreme sensitivity to everything can increase intuition and produce spiritual experiences or metaphysical phenomena. The unattractive qualities of Neptune suggest escapism, deception, or drug and alcohol abuse. Nevertheless, the ability to “lose oneself” in inspired creative endeavors, such as art, music, or drama, indicates that working positively with Neptune’s influence can help us to aspire and to dream.

Please note that although like traditional astrology or vedic astrology this system does not intentionally recognize the planet Pluto, the Challenge Card in this system works exactly like Pluto. This influence is intense and can bring out the best or worst of a person or situation, challenging them to transform.
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Your Personal Card Sequence the Earthly and Spiritual Spreads


IN ORDER TO understand your card you need to look at the layout of the two Spreads, the Earthly and the Spiritual (Chapter 1, page 000). You will notice that there are planetary lines running horizontally and vertically across the card layout. For example, the8 of Clubs is positioned horizontally along the Mars line and vertically in the Neptune line. These two planets, Mars and Neptune, play a vital role in influencing the 8 of Clubs’s destiny.


YOUR CARD SEQUENCE IN THE EARTHLY SPREAD

In the Earthly Spread you find what influences your daily life. By looking at your own unique pattern of cards you can discover a great deal about your personality traits, talents, and potential as well as your challenges. Each Birth Card has a special seven-card sequence. This sequence is read horizontally from right to left, always starting with the planet Mercury, followed by Venus, then by Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. When you get to the end of a row simply move to the row below. (See diagrams on pages 22-23.) You can find an interpretation of what your individual card sequence means in the pages written about your personal Birth Card (Part II, Description of the Cards).


YOUR CARD SEQUENCE IN THE SPIRITUAL SPREAD

The Spiritual Spread represents life in its ideal state of perfection, or the divine plan, and is therefore orderly and sequential. The first thing you will notice when you look at the Spiritual Spread is that your Personal Card is not in the same position as in the Earthly Spread. (The only exceptions to this are with three cards—the 8 of Clubs, Jack of Hearts, and the King of Spades—where their positions are fixed; see the Fixed and Semi-fixed Cards section following). Due to the change of position you gain another set of planetary influences, which reveal your true hidden inner talents and potential. For example, in the Spiritual Spread the Jack of Diamonds is Venus in the Uranus line. These two planets, Venus and Uranus, become extra important, especially in working with your life purpose.
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Personal Card Sequence in the Earthly Spread (Example: 4 or Clubs)
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Personal Card Sequence in the Earthly Spread (Example: 8 of Hearts)




REPLACEMENT CARDS

To understand the different aspects of your nature, this card system usually incorporates another two cards to represent facets of your personality. The two cards are positioned in the same place as your Birth Card in the Earthly and Spiritual spreads. For example, using the Ace of Hearts, if you look in the two spreads you see that the 3 of Hearts in the Earthly Spread replaces the Ace of Hearts in the Spiritual Spread. In addition, the Ace of Hearts in the Earthly Spread has replaced the Ace of Diamonds in the Spiritual Spread. By examining these other two cards you can reveal your hidden characteristics. Replacement Cards also have a strong influence on your life, on the way you act, and on the people you are attracted to. You can find an interpretation of how your Replacement Cards affect you in the main text for your Personal Card.

Although on the whole these Replacement Cards apply to most cards, exceptions to the rule can be found in the cards mentioned following.


FIXED AND SEMI-FIXED CARDS

Unlike most of the cards, there are seven exceptional cards that are called “fixed” or “semi-fixed” cards. The fixed cards are the 8 of Clubs, the Jack of Hearts, and the King of Spades. These three fixed cards are Master cards. The 8 of Clubs represents mastery through power of the mind; the Jack of Hearts represents mastery through the power of love; and the King of Spades represents mastery through wisdom or self-mastery. These three fixed cards have the same positions in both spreads.

The semi-fixed cards are the Ace of Clubs and the 2 of Hearts, the 7 of Diamonds and the 9 of Hearts. These two pairs of cards are linked only to each other and reverse positions.


THE JOKER

The Joker represents one exceptional day in the year, December 31. Unlike all the other cards, the Joker does not have planetary influences, a number, a suit, or a seven-card sequence. If you are born on December 31 you have special qualities. You are one of the royal cards and belong to the crown line. You are usually a law unto yourself or gifted with unique talents. One of them is the ability to adapt to any card that you want to in the system. Nevertheless, you may find that either the King of Spades sequence or the Ace of Hearts sequence suit you the best.


THE PLANETS IN YOUR PERSONAL CARD SEQUENCE

Once you have identified your card using the chart on page 3 and read its interpretation in Part II, you can further study the planets in your Personal Card Sequence to obtain more information as to how the seven planets involved can further influence you through different cards.

Mercury

This card represents your thinking habits as well as your childhood years. It describes how you can best express yourself or what you spend much of your time thinking about. Alternatively, this card depicts your intellectual challenges and how well you respond to them. If, for example, your Mercury Card is the 3 of Diamonds you are likely to be an astute and inventive thinker who can utilize your mental ingenuity and creativity in problem solving. The Diamonds suit emphasizes choices you make about values, work, and finance. Your challenges may be how to overcome indecisiveness and worry about money. If your Mercury Card is the 2 of Hearts, you are mentally receptive and usually keen to collaborate with others. Being concerned with relationships, in your youth you may have developed special bonds or friendships with others or even met your sweetheart. A Hearts Card here suggests your thoughts are usually influenced by the way you feel.

As you see from these two brief examples, we do not all think alike and our views reflect our different aptitudes and needs. If your Mercury Card happens to be a royal card, besides looking at the quality of the card, you can also look out for a person in your youth who could have played a more important role in your early development. A King often represents a strong male figure, while a Queen represents a strong woman. In the case of a Jack it can be either a man or a woman or, say, a brother or sister.

Venus

Your Venus Card can help you discover how you express your feelings and emotional needs. You also can learn your attractive qualities as well as what you most love and desire. Although this card applies to your entire life, it emphasizes especially your early adulthood, when you are freer to follow your aspirations and express your feelings. If, for example, your Venus Card is the 5 of Hearts it often reflects your desire for different emotional experiences or a love of travel. You are likely to make several changes in life or fall in love more than once. Due to the uncertainty element linked to the number 5 you may need to watch out that your feeling of dissatisfaction does not cause anxiety in your emotional life. If your Venus Card is the 2 of Clubs communicating and sharing your thoughts with others can be what you desire most. This card indicates that you enjoy playing with words, and being witty is one of your innate talents.

As you see from these examples, we all have different desires and emotional needs. Through the symbols of your Venus Card you also can know where your creative talents lie. You can find out whether you are expressing your emotions positively or negatively. If your Venus Card is one of the royal cards, also look out for special talents, especially those developed due to the influence or encouragement of another individual. Kings are usually linked to a strong man, Queens to a strong woman, and Jacks can represent both genders.

Mars

Your Mars Card can help you discover where your strength lies and what motivates your personality. Your Mars Card usually reflects your actions, concentrated effort, and ambition. This card reveals in which area your energies are most assertive. It also represents your aggressive side and where you feel most comfortable competing. For example, if your Mars Card is the5 of Clubs, you are usually an astute and mentally quick individual with an ability to respond instinctively to situations. Your mental restlessness, however, can also make you impatient or uncertain. Your changing perspectives suggest that you not only want freedom of action but that travel may feature strongly in your life or career. If your Mars Card is the 9 of Hearts you usually project your vitality through your emotions. Your creative urges, idealism, and powerful feelings are the motivating stimulus behind your actions. If you are aware of the power of love, you can be a force for good and bring much joy to others. If you are not in control of these powerful emotions, you can also experience negative feelings such as emotional frustration. If your Mars Card is one of the royal cards, also look out for special talents that you developed due to the encouragement or influence of another individual. Kings are usually linked to a strong man, Queens to a strong woman, and Jacks can represent both genders.

Saturn

Your Saturn Card shows how you deal with discipline, structure, and responsibility. If you avoid opportunities for growth that seem too hard Saturn brings limitations or obstacles until you finally turn around and face your challenges. Sometimes these restrictions can mean illnesses or burdens, but ultimately, if you deal with this planet well you will be more than rewarded. Saturn governs wisdom as well as karma. Eventually, you learn to handle power well by disciplining yourself rather than people or situations doing it for you. The card you have here can give you a clue as to what tests you may have to face and work with. For example, a 2 of Hearts Card suggests your major challenges would be mostly emotional and around the area of relationships. An 8 of Diamonds as your Saturn Card indicates that issues of power, money, and values are associated with responsibility and discipline for you. As Saturn can also govern our careers an 8 card here suggests determination and ambition in achieving success.

Saturn’s potential for self-mastery is also important in overcoming self-doubt or building self-esteem. By working with your Saturn Card you can not only empower yourself but develop deep insight in an area that even could have been problematic for you in the past. Life gets better once you realize that your challenges are your best experiences for gaining wisdom and inner strength if you are willing to work at learning from them. If your Saturn Card is one of the royal cards, not only do you have a special gift in this area, but when it comes to issues of responsibility you may be tested or experience strong influences from outside individuals. This can be a strong woman in the case of a Queen or a powerful man in the case of a King.

Uranus

Your Uranus Card signifies areas where you can expand your life through friendships, working with groups, or progressive ideas. This planet emphasizes the new and different, and is always future-oriented. It shows ways you can expand your life by experimenting and attempting to show your individuality. As it has a group emphasis, it can govern teamwork or humanitarian concerns. If you are acting negatively the more radical innovations of this planet for good can turn and make you rebellious or behave erratically. This is a high-frequency planet on the mental level, so if you have a strong card here it can bestow powerful intuitive insights or an interest in symbolism or metaphysical subjects. It can also indicate that you are ahead of your time. For example, if you have a King of Clubs Card in this position it would show that you could bring excellent mental capabilities to the area of working with progressive and inventive ideas. With a King Card here, you would also display good leadership abilities when dealing with group situations or you could have strong humanitarian influences. It could also show the outside influence of a clever man who at some stage in your life could particularly help you become more objective or stimulate your individuality. Uranian influences can often bring you sudden and unexpected experiences.

Neptune

Your Neptune Card represents an area of your life where you are able to leave behind your usual ego patterning and blend with larger universal forces. This can be in a positive way, such as if you “lose yourself” in creative, artistic, or spiritual experiences or when you experience compassion for others. This card particularly governs healing, dream work, and high-level emotional inspiration. The subtle sensitivity associated with this planet can also work against you, however, if you “lose yourself” in glamour, self-deception, and illusion. False expectations here can bring you disappointment or a tendency for escapism. For example, if you have a 2 of Hearts here, this suggests that you can be sensitive to others and very loving. To avoid deceiving yourself in the area of personal relationships, however, you would have to be extra careful to be objective in this area.

Neptune also represents the ocean, and on a practical level this card can symbolize long journeys over water. This Neptune placement also indicates what type of energy is happening for you at the end of your life. For example, with a 5 Card here, signifying movement and change, you may find yourself doing much traveling in your later years, especially long journeys overseas.

Challenge Card

Although this card system uses only seven planets in your Personal Cards Sequence we have added the interpretation of two further cards, called your “Challenge Card” and “Result of Your Challenge Card.” The Challenge Card ties in perfectly with the planet Pluto, as it denotes the key to your transformation. Pluto is a higher octave of Mars and represents energy that is intense and extreme. If you use this intensity for good then you can really focus on a goal with complete determination and achieve it. You could, for example, turn a barren wasteland into a beautiful garden by the resolute purpose of your intent. This all-or-nothing type of energy does not allow obstacles or defeats to prevent you from achieving your aims. If you are using the negative side of this card, however, it can bring out your worst or destructive qualities. You may become obsessive, try to control others, or want to get even. For example, if you have a 10 of Diamonds Card here, one of your challenges is to be materially successful. If you became too extreme or obsessive you could get too caught up in making money or avoid it altogether, choosing to be really poor. You would have to realize that material achievement is more than just money. Being financially successful needs to be balanced with strong values and a good quality of life. If you respond positively to your Challenge Card you can understand life at a deeper level and act courageously and powerfully. This card can give you a clue as to how you can transform yourself positively.

Result of Your Challenge Card

Through this card you are able to see how well you are responding to your challenges. If you are acting out the negative sides of this card you may well need to review your behavior. Alternatively, if you are responding well to your challenges you should see positive results, especially in the areas represented by this card. For example, if the Result of Your Challenge Card is the 8 of Clubs and you are constantly getting involved in mental power games with others, then you know that this card is reflecting something wrong in your attitude. If, alternatively, you are using the mental power shown by this card to overcome obstacles and achieve success through your knowledge and insight, then this card is working positively.


SUN SIGN RULING CARD

Your Sun sign ruling card provides further information about you and adds to your knowledge of your Personal Card. Since most cards appear a number of times throughout the year, you can differentiate between them by looking at the ruling planet of your Sun sign. You can discover your ruling planet by looking in the table below.

You can then find your ruling planet/ruling card in the text for your Birth Card (Part II). For instance, an Aries 2 of Diamonds shares the same major qualities as a Virgo 2 of Diamonds, but the ruling planet for the Aries would be Mars and the ruling planet for the Virgo would be Mercury. When both these 2s of Diamonds look up their Personal Card Sequence in the text for their Birth Card, the Aries’s Mars Card (6 of Diamonds) will be of extra importance and the Virgo’s Mercury Card (Jack of Spades) will have the strongest influence. This gives a different and further emphasis as to how they may both express the energy of their cards.

This is relevant to all signs except Leo and Cancer. For Leos, the personal Birth Card and the planetary ruling card are one and the same. For Cancerians there are two options. Some people use the 10 of Clubs for all Cancerians’, while others use the first card to the right of your card in the Earthly Spread, taking it as the unconscious.


PERSONALITY CARDS

On the Earthly Plane only, you can also work under your Personality Card, although this card will never be as strong as your Birth Card. We take on Personality Cards when we want to role-play.

A Jack Card usually represents a young person of a particular suit. Often they can represent a person who is playful or immature. High-spirited, creative, and idealistic, musicians and artists, for example, frequently take on the role of a Jack. Kings, on the other hand, usually represent older people of their suit. Alternatively, a person may play a King when they want to represent themselves as a person of authority who is responsible and mature.



	Sun Sign
	Ruling Planet
	Sun Sign
	Ruling Planet



	Aries
	Mars ♂
	Libra
	Venus ♀



	Taurus
	Venus ♀
	Scorpio
	Mars ♂



	Gemini
	Mercury ☿
	Sagittarius
	Jupiter ♃



	Cancer
	Moon ☽
	Capricorn
	Saturn ♄



	Leo 	Sun ⊙ 	Aquarius 	Uranus [image: Image]




	Virgo
	Mercury ☿ 	Pisces 	Neptune [image: Image]





A woman can take on a few different Personality Cards, depending on her needs. For example, a 7 of Hearts woman can operate under her card but also under her Personality Card of the Queen of Hearts. She may be in love, and because her Birth Card the 7 of Hearts signifies she can be shy or withdrawn, she role-plays the Queen of Hearts to appear more confident. The Queen of Hearts is a card that is more flamboyant, very feminine, and can represent the “Queen of Love.” Underneath, however, she is the same sensitive person her Birth Card represents. Alternatively, at work she may have to manage a team of strong male employees forcefully and may decide to play out the King of Hearts, where she is more forceful and is constantly taking the initiative. A woman can also act out the Jack if she is playing a youthful or creative role, as Jacks have an androgynous quality.

If your Birth Card is already a royal card, say you are a woman who is the King of Clubs, you could also play the Personality Cards of the Queen or Jack of Clubs if appropriate. Gender issues can be different for each individual. You may find that a woman who is a King Card has a lot of male energy, and when operating under her own Birth Card usually does not play the“femme fatale” but prefers to be straightforward and direct. Equally, men who are a Queen Card have strong female energy that they may use, for example, by being creative or nurturing. Individuals who are Jack Cards usually retain a youthful quality well into old age.
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Your Relationships With Others

BESIDES ENHANCING OUR self-awareness, one of the best features of this card system is that it is excellent for assessing relationships. The system contains planetary connections between your card and other cards. These links represent different types of energy that are generated between you and other people. Some connections are easy, so you find yourself feeling naturally comfortable with a person right from the start. Other links are more challenging, but with the right attitude it is usually possible to get them to work for you so you still get something valuable out of the relationship. For example, Mars links are dynamic, so you may feel active, lively, and enterprising around a person who has a Mars connection to your card.

When you want to find out about relationships there is no simpler or more accurate method than this card system. In the two spreads you will be able to check not only your own card, but also the cards of others, and see how your cards interrelate. According to this system, your strongest relationships are those linked to your card by the planets. You can read these relationship links in a number of ways.


READING THE CARDS HORIZONTALLY

You can read your relationships with other cards horizontally through your seven-card sequence on the Earthly and Spiritual spreads. Moving in the same way that you used to discover your own seven-card sequence, that is, going left from your card, through Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and your Challenge Card, you can discover links with other cards.

In this example the main Birth Card belongs to a 4 of Clubs individual. Any Jack of Spades people they meet connect to their Venus Card in their Personal Card Sequence, stimulating Venusian-type energy in the 4 of Clubs. This would be a good link for romance, friendship, creativity, or making money.

When you read the main text of your Birth Card you can find interpretations for each planet in your Personal Card Sequence to see what qualities a person of that card is going to stimulate in you.

You can also find further information about what effect each planet is going to have upon your relationships later in this chapter. (See Planetary Links in Relationships section.)
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Horizontal Links for Relationships(Example: 4 of Clubs)



If your card appears in the Personal Card Sequence of somebody else, for example, you may be their Venus Card, in which case they would be an unconscious Venus to you. You would both feel Venusian-type energy between the two of you.


READING THE CARDS VERTICALLY

Reading from your Birth Card and always going upward in the same column, you follow the same planetary sequence, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune to find links with other cards.

If the 3 of Clubs in this example meets a 5 of Spades person, this individual will represent Mars to them. A 10 of Clubs individual will be Saturn to the 3 of Clubs person. A 9 of Diamonds individual will be Neptune. When reading vertically, stay in the same column and go up to the top and from the bottom up again in the same column. (See example on page 33.)


READING THE CARDS DIAGONALLY

Reading diagonally from your card in all directions, again you would use the planetary series, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus.

Using this example of the 3 of Clubs, the 9 of Spades would be diagonal Mars to the 3 of Clubs and vice versa. The cards would share a diagonal Mars link. In the case of the 3 of Clubs and the Ace of Spades, they would share a diagonal Jupiter link. (See example on page 34.)


REPLACEMENT CARDS IN RELATIONSHIPS

You are likely to feel a particularly strong influence from people who are your Replacement Cards. This can be a very strong link for relationships. Although this link is usually very positive, even if you do not get along with this individual you are likely to have very good insight into how this person operates.


PLANETARY LINKS IN RELATIONSHIPS

Since the planets all represent different types of influence they affect your relationships in different ways.

Mercury in Relationships

This link is often found in partnerships, friendships, and relationships based on mutual understanding and shared interests. If you meet or know someone whose Birth Card is the same as your Mercury Card, you are likely to have good rapport. You may feel that this person is someone you can talk to easily, as they can relate to your way of thinking. It can also be a card of siblings or childhood friends. Although you have a number of optional Mercury Cards, the strongest Mercury Card is often the one from your personal sequence. The best way to enjoy this link is to share some type of interest where you can both learn something beneficial. Every Mercury relationship link is different, depending on the card. For example, if your Mercury Card is the Ace of Diamonds, you like to initiate ideas that are ground-breaking and profitable. With an Ace of Diamonds person you can both become enthusiastic and motivate each other to push ahead. If your Mercury Card is the 9 of Hearts, your relationship is often based on your ability to feel for each other. These can be feelings of joy or emotional frustration. Sympathetic understanding can help both of you overcome disappointments. If your Mercury Card is the 4 of Diamonds you are likely to work well together and share knowledge useful for your careers. As you both share the same values or business sense you can also establish good working partnerships.
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Vertical Links for Relationships (Example: 3 of Clubs)
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Diagonal Links for Relationships (Example: 3 or Clubs)



Venus in Relationships

If you know a person who is your Venus Card, you are likely to be attracted to them, as they represent what you most seek in others. You can both have similar interests and succeed by combining your resources in creative enterprises and business. Through sharing the same interests or feelings, you can appreciate the same values or have similar styles or tastes in art and music. Equally, your Venus relationships can make you feel more contented and harmonious. Although you may find your Venus Card link inspiring or entertaining, this person can help you become more aware of your feelings or aspirations, reflecting what you most desire. With your Venus link you can also share special moments of intimacy and affection. By identifying with the emotions of someone other than yourself, you are able to see the world from their point of view. Then you can also understand what kind of effect you have on your lover, partner, or friends. Every Venus link reveals different types of relationships, according to the card. For example, if your Venus Card is the 6 of Clubs you like intelligent individuals who are well informed and mentally stimulating. If your Venus Card is the 8 of Diamonds you like ambitious and determined individuals who are hardworking or career-oriented. Since you both have good business acumen it is probable that you will want to work together or even will have met through your work.

Mars in Relationships

People who are linked to your Mars Card are likely to stimulate you into action. Usually they project the assertiveness you admire. If you choose to collaborate or work together you will not sit around waiting for things to happen but make exciting plans or embark on new adventures. With people who are your Mars Card link, you need to channel your energies in positive ways. For example, you may share the same interest in sports, go for walks, or work out together. Since these individuals also share some aspect of your fighting spirit, they can become your adversaries. In order to avoid making enemies, resist competing with them or challenging them in negative ways. You can assert yourself in your close Mars relationships, but you may have to learn to deal positively with anger or confrontation. Every Mars Card reveals different types of relationships. For example, if your Mars relationship card is the Ace of Diamonds you are both dynamic and enthusiastic. Nevertheless, you may encounter rivalry or find that you and your partner both want to lead. Though you are both eager to get on with life, resist being bossy. If your relationship Mars Card is the 3 of Clubs you both can collaborate creatively and mentally stimulate each other. If you are prone to indecisiveness you may end up having long yet unproductive discussions or even waste your time arguing.

Jupiter in Relationships

This link suggests a good relationship, as this person is likely to give you positive support or provide opportunities for you in some way. You may share the same values and beliefs or stimulate each other’s idealism and future expectations. Together you are likely to feel more optimistic about achieving on a bigger scale. This is a lucky combination, as you will motivate each other to be more honest, direct, and magnanimous. When you are together you can both project high levels of enthusiasm, although you may have to be careful not to get carried away or be excessive. For example, if your Jupiter relationship card is the 2 of Diamonds, you can both especially gain from working partnerships. You can be inspired by the 2 of Diamond’s ability to make contacts and work cooperatively with others. You would both feel optimistic and expansive about working together, particularly in work involving sales and negotiation. As it is important for two energies to stay balanced, you would both have to watch out for getting too excited or being excessive. People who are Jupiter relationships can lift your spirits when you are down, often using humor. You may travel together or be attracted to education, religion, or sports. You may, however, have to resist the temptation to take on too much in your desire to expand and prosper. In retrospect, you will usually find that this person has provided you with good fortune in some way or an opportunity to be productive.

Saturn in Relationships

This person can show you the benefits that come from self-control and taking responsibility. Saturn prefers to take things more seriously, so this is often a restraining influence. If you tend to act impulsively this person may help you by bringing a curbing influence to bear on the more impetuous side of your nature, emphasizing self-discipline and helping you become clear about your boundaries. Alternatively, you may feel this person’s influence as unwanted criticism, repressing your spontaneity and adding unwanted burdens or responsibilities to your life. When this link is working positively, you respect each other, and this individual is likely to provide you with loyalty, stability, and support. You may have similar goals or work together on self-improvement through listening to each other’s suggestions. For example, if your Saturn relationship card is the 8of Clubs you could both respect each other’s knowledge or power of thought. However, if this Saturn influence became negative through one partner acting selfishly, fear could cause either partner to become mentally controlling or manipulative.

If there is an age gap in the relationship you have with someone who is your Saturn Card, one partner may act as a teacher or mentor for the other. Sometimes this can be a karmic relationship from the past, sometimes with one of the partners owing a karmic debt to the other. If a person represents the Saturn Card in your Personal Card Sequence, you are likely to feel the Saturn lesson consciously, while they are receiving it more unconsciously. Either way, even though work is involved, you will usually encounter this relationship as an important learning experience and gain valuable insight into yourself.

Uranus in Relationsnips

An individual who is linked to you through a Uranus Card can help you be more objective about yourself and your life situations. They can bring you new ideas or experiences that can make you more true to yourself. This relationship can be exciting, unconventional, and future-oriented. As Uranus is a group-oriented planet, the friends or social group you share can be extra important to you both. The main problem with this type of relationship, however, is tension, stubbornness, or a rebellious lack of collaboration if one of you insists on doing thing their way. The relationship usually works best if you respect each other’s freedom. For example, if you have a Uranus relationship with the 5 of Clubs you both enjoy exploring new interests to fire your mental enthusiasm. You both need variety to stop you from getting bored. As travel would be an ideal way to stimulate this energy, it would be good, for instance, for a partner who could not travel due to work commitments to allow their 5 of Clubs partner to go for short trips by themselves. Giving their partner freedom acknowledges their own right to freedom and enhances the relationship. Alternatively, in tense situations you can both get restless or impatient. If you are in a Uranus-type relationship, you may share unusual interests, be good with computers, or be attracted to exploring disciplines connected with self-awareness, such as therapy, yoga, healing, astrology, or spirituality. On the other hand, you may become involved in team or collaborative situations. This person can strengthen your individuality or provide you with an alternate view of reality. Moneywise, this relationship can encourage you to be more resourceful and independent or utilize your knowledge of people for profit. In this relationship Uranus can bring the sudden and unexpected. This is a good friendship link.

Neptune in Relationships

You have an emotional link with a person linked to you through Neptune, as you can be receptive to each other’s moods and feelings. Because of the sensitivity here, this can be a contact where you have an almost psychic connection. If used positively, this connection can help you both reach deeper levels of awareness. You can link to each other’s dreams. This relationship may stimulate your idealism, with the result that you may even feel a spiritual link with this person. If used negatively, however, this individual could sometimes mislead or confuse you. You may have unfulfilled expectations from each other, then be disappointed. Alternatively, you may martyr yourself or become involved in escapist activities together, such as abuse of drugs or alcohol. The subtle sensitivity here can be used constructively, however, such as in music, art, or healing. For example, if your Neptune relationship card is the Jack of Spades, you can be very creative and playful together. As this is a royalty card there can be an emphasis on role-play. If the positive side of the Jack of Spades is being used this is a very productive work influence for you both, and this card can even have strong intuitive or mystical influences. As the negative side of the Jack of Spades can be immaturity or a dubious character, it is best to make sure that you always show honesty and integrity in your dealings with each other. Although having a Neptune relationship can bring excellent emotional receptivity between you, remember to also be practical and down-to-earth.

Challenge Card in Relationships

This relationship can bring strong change or transformation into your life by making you more daring or energized. Being in the company of this person can produce increased awareness of how you react to outside situations and provide you with deeper insight into yourself. They can especially help you to see the light in a dark situation, or you may share the same sense of humor. The relationship is likely to be intense at times, but this can be channeled to produce positive results and may be a vehicle for self-regeneration. For example, if your Challenge relationship is the 8 of Spades, you can both work together on power issues. You can do this in a determined and all-or-nothing way to achieve objectives. Alternatively, you can both generate hidden issues where you both wish to control or dominate.

You will have a deep awareness of how a person in a Challenge relationship responds, if only on a subliminal level, and know how to get a reaction from them. Since they can feel the same way, it is important not to get involved in power struggles unless you both know what you are doing. This link can bring out the best or the worst in you, so avoid becoming overly intense. Through reacting mindfully this influence can bring positive change into your life.

Result of Your Challenge Card in Relationships

The person linked to you through this card can reflect back to you how well you are doing with your Challenge Card. If you are acting out the negative sides of this card you may well need to review your behavior. Alternatively, if you are responding well to your challenges you should especially see positive results in the areas represented by this card. For example, if the Result of Your Challenge is the Ace of Clubs, through your relationship with this person you should see whether you are instigating new ventures or interests that keep you mentally stimulated. You could be learning new things or involved in leadership activities together. Alternatively, if negative you could be bossy or selfish.

Personality Cards in Relationships

On the Earthly Plane only, you can also work under your Personality Card. Although links with Personality Cards are not as strong as links with your Birth Card they can still be significant. You can operate under the King of your suit if you are acting out a strong male or mature and responsible role. You can operate under the Queen if you want to role-play in a strong but female role. Alternatively, you may choose to act as a Jack if you are in a playful or youthful role, such as a musician.

Whatever Personality Card you use this is often most noticeable when you are relating to other cards. For example, a female may look up her relationship with her boyfriend and discover the only link she has with him is when he is playing the Personality Card of the Jack of his suit. This suggests that there is a playful or youthful quality to their relationship. Her boyfriend may be fun and entertaining, but as a Jack he may not want to make a more serious commitment.

A man’s Personality Card is usually represented by a King, although all young people’s Personality Cards are represented by the Jack of their suit. A woman can also take on the Personality Card of the Queen of her suit. For example, a 6 of Hearts man can operate under the Jack of Hearts or the King of Hearts Personality Cards. When we look for links with other cards we would first look at planetary connections to our personal Birth Card, then Replacement Cards, and lastly see if we have any links with someone through our Personality Cards on the Earthly Spread. For example, a King of Diamonds woman has a relationship link with a male 8 of Clubs. He is the Saturn card in her Personal Card Sequence. This Saturn card is the major link between them. However, when she was operating under her Queen of Diamonds Personality Card and the 8 of Clubs is in a youthful mood playing the Jack of Clubs, he is her Challenge Card. This could be good if he challenges her to react in a playfully creative way but difficult if he continually challenges her due to his immaturity.
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