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PREFACE

IN this book the author has endeavored to transport from the center of Europe to the western continent—in as complete and illuminating a way as language and line may do it—the châlet of Switzerland. To some extent, too, it is hoped that the atmosphere itself has been reproduced.

A series of articles about Swiss châlet design appearing in Architecture and Building from November 1911 to May 1912 attempted to provide a logical presentation of this unique architecture, beginning with the simplest structural elements and leading up gradually through the larger system of construction to the question of the assignment of interior space and the beautifying of the external surfaces.

The Swiss Châlet Book is that series grown to larger proportions and much matured. The best works on the subject have been studied and made use of. The plans and photographs of the châlet architects and fabriques, as well as their written and detailed descriptions, have been an invaluable and indispensable aid in the preparation of these pages.

The author is indebted to foreign and domestic librarians, and to the publishers’ and printers’ staffs and photographers, whose efforts have contributed to the successful completion of this book.

The approval with which the magazine articles have already been met and the existence in this country of a large number of New World châlets—especially in California, and some of which appear in this volume—and the general interest in châlet architecture all carry the assurance of a greatly extended study and appreciation of the Swiss châlet.

WILLIAM S. B. DANA,

Grantwood, New Jersey, January, 1913
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INTRODUCTION

STREAMS, not of lava, but of rich, life-giving soil, have been floating down for ages in the great riverways of the Danube, Seine, Rhine, Rhone, and Po—from the peak of Europe, to replenish the lands of France, Germany, The Netherlands, Austria, and Italy. This erosion of both glacier and river has torn apart this mighty peak on every flank; rending the countryside into chasm, valley, mountainside, and cliff to form the ramparts of the Alps—the citadel of Europe, which composes a large part of today’s Switzerland.

Somewhere near the center of Asia were once erected the two pillars of the human race. From them issued forth great streams of humanity flowing to all parts of the earth; one of these arrived, at some remote time, in the region of the Alps and formed settlements at the most convenient and strategic points. In the time of the Romans, citadels were built along the northern frontier as places of defense against the hostile Germanic tribes—these were the beginnings of some of the cities of today, such as Berne and Solothurn on the Aare, and Basel on the Rhine.
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