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  You can create collage artwork from junk and treasured objects, stuff you find around the house, leftovers from craft projects started and discarded long ago, keepsakes you’ve tucked away, bits and pieces in the backs of drawers, and papers torn from old magazines and newsprint.




  Use collage techniques to design a piece of wall art that you can enjoy at home or in the office, or give away as gift to be long cherished.




  




  Some collage is like scrapbooking, where you design each page to tell a story. The collages in this book might tell a story, complete within their own boundaries, but many of the designs are abstract; torn and cut papers and other materials are assembled in new and interesting ways and presented within mat and frame, or informally, without mat and frame.




  You will experience particular pleasure from dragging out old stuff at home and scouring the environment wherever you find yourself. Might that gold foil wrapper of the chocolate bar you just devoured form the perfect sun for your next summer sky? Would those tongue depressors I spy shivering in the examining room be just the thing I need to make a small frame? And why did I keep the old license plate from the Jeep I drove on my farm ten years ago, if not to form the centerpiece of my latest 3-D collage featuring rusty metal objects?




  My fat French dictionary says that “collage” means pasting or gluing, but sometimes glue isn’t the best way to adhere heavy or irregular items. You’ll wind up pinning, tacking, nailing, or tying elements to your artwork. It may feel more like sculpture. Who cares!




  You will see how to manipulate the stuff that you gather for collage— bending, cutting, tearing, folding, fringing, rolling, stretching, felting, crumpling, creasing, flattening, ironing, hammering, pleating, coiling, spiraling, painting, dyeing, sewing, and tying.




  Rely on your sense of humor, your visual and tactile perceptions, your emotions, and your thoughts to have a wonderful time.
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  What You Need




  For each of the forty-six projects in this book, I list the materials I used. I don’t expect you to replicate the projects, but only to have a good idea of what I did and how I did it, so that you can adapt the projects or use them as a stimulus for your own work.




  Some of the supplies, like glue, scissors, brushes, pencils, and rulers, will become part of your permanent collage kit. Materials, such as particular papers, objects, and pictures, are specific to one design.




  




  Paper




  Traditionally, collage is about gluing cut or torn papers to make an artwork. Because in this book I stress recycled, reused, and repurposed materials, I find most of the colorful papers in magazines and newspapers, ads and inserts, old calendars, catalogues, brochures, gift wrap, tissue paper, foil wrappers, greeting cards and envelopes, maps, train schedules, used concert and event tickets, sheet music, composition paper, labels, family photos, playing cards, canceled stamps on envelopes, and construction paper in colors that the children reject.




  I cut out and save stuff in file folders by color tone and also by topic. I’ve had in mind a collage theme of watches and clocks, and filed away many glossy ads and pictures for about six months (see the results on p. 120).




  Of course there are many exquisite handmade and machine-made art papers offered for sale, and the temptation is to run to a fine art store and buy. But I resist. I also resist stickers and lettering found in scrapbooking departments of craft stores. I’d rather draw, make, or cut out what I need from free sources.




  For the forty-six collages in this book, I’ve bought only eight sheets of art paper, a pack of colored tissue, and a pad of watercolor paper to make my own painted papers. The rest is found and saved.
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    Hand-Painted or Printed Paper




    With a pad of watercolor paper and a small set of watercolor or acrylic paints, or both, you can make your own papers to later cut or tear and incorporate into a collage. I worked with my two favorite girls, my granddaughters, ages eight and ten, to make the papers shown here. We brushed on acrylic paints, then for some, we used fingers, a comb, or the end of a paintbrush to make marks and texture. In one project, I cut our hand-painted and hand-printed papers to form an abstract collage.
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    Glue, Paste, and Other Useful Adhesives




    You will not be happy if your collage falls apart when you go to hang it at home, or even more embarrassing, when you present it as a gift. You need a strong attachment, but once paper or another element has been glued down, it can’t be removed without leaving a gaping hole or other unsightly roughage on the surface of your board. If you’ve made a mistake, it’s usually better to cover it up by gluing something else on top, painting over it, or living with it than trying to rip it out. So plan ahead. Chef Julia Child was an expert in showing how to correct errors in cooked food or baking by sprinkling on additional herbs or dolloping on the frosting, and her principles might be applied to collage as well.
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  It makes perfect sense to think that lighter elements, such as paper, use lighter glues. When you’re using heavier elements in your collage, like the license plate on p. 39, you’ll need a strong adhesive. Below is a list of the adhesives I used in the projects, but many are interchangeable. You certainly don’t need all of those listed below, but it’s nice to know there are options when trying to attach recalcitrant materials.




  Smooth paper after each pasting with a plastic credit card or a roller to force out air bubbles, or you can let paper wrinkle for texture. Remember though that if the bottom layer is wrinkled, all the papers on top will also look wrinkled.




  • White Glue. Elmer’s is a reliable brand. Use this for heavier papers. Brush on the entire surface at full strength. Also brush on the section of the board you are covering. After positioning your paper, smooth out any air bubbles with fingers, a plastic card (like a credit card or supermarket card) or with a roller (brayer).




  For tissue paper and other lightweight papers, pour white glue in a clean dish and dilute it with about 20 percent water and mix with a brush. Then brush it on the section of the board you are covering and pat down the tissue paper on top. Roll out air bubbles starting from the center and rolling to each edge.




  • Permanent and Repositionable Glue Stick. Rub the glue stick all over the back of the cut piece of paper, paying special attention to edges and corners. Set the glued object in place on the board and press out air bubbles and wrinkles as above. Permanent glue stick should stay in place. Repositionable glue stick allows you to paste up elements and then carefully remove them if you decide to place them elsewhere.




  • Thick White Craft Glues. I recommend Aleene’s Tacky Glue or Sobo Craft & Fabric Glue. A few dots applied with a toothpick are enough for small items like dried flowers or single beads.




  • Spray Glue. Try Tack2000 spray adhesive in a well-ventilated area, or outside on a day that’s not windy. Spray on the section of the board you’re using. Wait the recommended time, and then sprinkle small beads, sand, crystals, seeds, or other tiny elements and let them dry in place. Follow package directions.




  • Soft Gel Medium (Matte). Golden is a good brand. Brush it on an area of your board that you want to cover with small items or brush on the back of larger elements you want to glue down. This is excellent for heavier or irregularly shaped elements, and it dries clear. It can be thinned with a little water if you’ve let the contents of the jar get dried out.




  • Polyurethane Glue. Look for Gorilla Glue. Less is more with this strong adhesive. Apply it sparingly to an item, position the item on the board, and hold it in place for thirty seconds. Follow all package directions.




  • Glue Dots. Zots Adhesive Dots come in various sizes on a roll and are used one or two at a time for small individual elements. Follow package directions.




  • Double-Sided Tape. Use this for adhering mat board to a cardboard backing. You can use this generously.




  • Hot Glue Gun. Use this for attaching pods and cones.




  • Other Ideas. If glue fails and you’re desperate to make something stick to your picture, try one of the following methods. It’s not necessary to always hide these mechanics; in fact, they can often provide a decorative element to the picture. Try photo corners, stamp hinges, press on Velcro, staples, tacks, nails, pushpins, needle and thread, wire, or cord.




  Brushes




  You’ll need several sizes of brushes for both glue and paint. Get a 1½- inch brush for spreading large sections of your board with glue and either a ½-inch or ¼-inch brush for small sections or small papers. Wash brushes carefully after each art session, so that you’ll be rewarded with a soft brush when you restart a project a day or a week later.




  If you plan to paint papers, you can use these and others for finer work.
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    Cutting Tools




    Use a craft knife, such as X-Acto, for cutting corrugated cardboard, mat board, and foam core to size. Use a cutting mat as a surface to cut against. You’ll also use paper scissors, manicure scissors for small papers, all-purpose kitchen shears or garden shears for branches, wire cutters, fabric scissors, or pinking shears. When I first started doing collage, I found all of these around the house.


  




  Board




  The background of your collage, upon which all items are attached, is your board. In deciding which type to use, think of the strength and the color. Heavy elements need a strong background. You may plan to cover the board completely with your papers or incorporate its color into your design. On p. 117, I used a pale green mat board I found around the house, cut for some other use thirteen years prior, because I liked the color for my spring tree.




  Corrugated cardboard is ubiquitous and free. Cut the desired size and shape from a used carton. In your hunt for materials, you might find (or purchase) thin wood sheets, foam core in different colors, Masonite, mat board, or other strong cardboards. At art supply stores, you can get prepared canvas and clay board used for painting, but that is also good for collage. Ready-made frames sometimes come with precut cardboard and mats that you can use.




  Also try heavy paper such as watercolor paper or Bristol Plate as your board. You’ll need to lay the finished collage on heavier cardboard for support.




  If your glue is quite wet and the cardboard thin, it might buckle as you work. When you’ve finished the project, turn it over, and with a big brush and water, paint a large X from corner to corner and a fat line through the middle, and then weigh it down with heavy books until dry. The cardboard should flatten itself in the process.
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