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PREFACE


Since Nadia Comăneci stunned the world with her amazing success at the 1976 Olympic Games in Montreal, Romania has become identified internationally with the sport of gymnastics. As the twentieth anniversary of Nadia’s receiving the first perfect ten awarded in Olympic history approached in 1996, the Romanian Gymnastics program looked back upon twenty years of sustained success. With this in mind, the publication of a book dedicated to Romanian Gymnastics was long overdue to commemorate a program that had produced many great gymnasts and numerous international titles, including the two-time Romanian Women’s Gymnastics Team that would represent the country at the Olympic Games in Atlanta in 1996 and that would go on ultimately to win five consecutive World Championship titles: Brisbane in 1994, Sabae in 1995, Lausanne in 1997, Tianjin in 1999, and Ghent in 2001.


On the occasion of the centennial of the modern Olympic Games, the Center for Romanian Studies, in cooperation with the Romanian Gymnastics Federation, prepared this volume on the history of Romanian gymnastics. The volume also commemorated the ninetieth anniversary of the founding of the Romanian Gymnastics Federation in 1906. This full color album includes a brief presentation of the history and culture of Romania for those wishing to learn more about this fascinating country, as well as a presentation of each of the members of the 1996 Romanian Women’s Gymnastics team, including such great gymnasts as Lavinia Miloşovici, Gina Gogean, and Simona Amânar.


This second printing is issued on the occasion of the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan, where, unfortunately, Romania will not be participating in the team competition. Nonetheless, the remarkable contribution that this small country has made to the sport of gymnastics shall never be forgotten and is commemorated in this album.


I want to acknowledge the generous assistance of the many people who made this volume possible: Alexandru Mironov, Minister of Youth and Sport, Nicolae Vieru, President of the Romanian Gymnastics Federation, Cristian Ţopescu of the Romanian National Television, and Octavian Belu, coach of the National Women’s Team, for their generous support of this project, as well as the members of the 1996 National Women’s Gymnastics Team for their cooperation in realizing the material contained in this book. I also want to thank Aurel Vîrlan of Rompres and Vasile Buţă of the Romanian Television for their work on the photographs and video footage used in preparing this volume. The photographic and video material used in this project was provided courtesy of the Romanian Gymnastics Federation, Rompres, and the Romanian National Television to whom we express our gratitude.


Dr. Kurt W. Treptow
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FOREWORD BY NICOLAE VIERU


PRESIDENT OF THE ROMANIAN GYMNASTICS FEDERATION


The Romanian Gymnastics Federation was founded in 1906 and is one of the oldest sports federations in Romania, as well as throughout the world. In 1907 it became the ninth national federation to join the International Gymnastics Federation.


As it celebrates its 90th anniversary, the Romanian Gymnastics Federation is proud to cooperate in the publication of this work — initiated and carried out by Professor Kurt W. Treptow of the Center for Romanian Studies in Iaşi — a work that includes a short history of gymnastics in Romania, the recording of our international results, as well as a presentation of the 1996 Romanian Women’s Gymnastics team for the Olympic Games in Atlanta, an event that will mark twenty years of glorious success for Romania.
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As for tradition, mention should be made of the bronze medals obtained at the 1956 Olympic Games in Melbourne, the 1958 Moscow World Championships, and the 1960 Rome Olympic Games in the team competition, as well as the silver and bronze medals obtained in the European Championship in Bucharest in 1957 and Cracow in 1959.


A record of the results of Romanian gymnastics between 1975 and 1995 demonstrates that this has been a period of remarkable success:
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Throughout these years, our Federation has produced many great personalities of the sport, athletes whose performances often verged on the artistic, such as Nadia Comăneci, Dan Grecu, Ecaterina Szabo, Daniela Silivaş, Aurelia Dobre, Simona Păuca, Cristina Bontaş, Lavinia Miloşovici, Gina Gogean, and Marius Urzică, as well as renowned coaches such as Bela Karolyi, Adrian Goreac, Octavian Belu, and Dan Grecu, among others.


We are proud that our federation, through the activities of its athletes, coaches, and its representatives in the International Federation, has substantially contributed to the overall development and high standards of world gymnastics. Romanian coaches are continuously asked to work abroad, and the already considerable number that do so contribute to the increasingly high level of world gymnastics.


The remarkable results achieved thus far have brought to Romanian gymnastics a well–deserved prestige, consistently ranking near the top in the world hierarchy. All these achievements are primarily the result of the talent and tenacious efforts of our athletes and their coaches, the system of training and selection, a system whose premise is based on a permanent and rigorous contact with local clubs, and also skillful timing, commensurate with the possibilities of the age of the athletes.


Gymnastics is highly regarded and extremely popular in Romania. Many top women and men gymnasts have often received the title of “best athletes of the year.” After the December 1989 Revolution gymnastics has been supported by the Ministry of Youth and Sports and the Romanian Olympic Committee. Today, the federation enjoys independence and autonomy, no longer censored by the dictatorship, which in the past inhibited international exchanges. In the years since the Revolution, the specific activity of the federation expanded tremendously, particularly on the foreign relations level, a freedom enjoyed both by clubs throughout the country.


The information contained in this short study and the excellent results of the Romanian gymnastics program and its continuity over the past two decades, all illustrate the strength of Romanian gymnastics and the international prestige it enjoys, and, at the same time, reveal the premises for its future success.


Finally, I would like to thank Professor Kurt W. Treptow for his outstanding effort in realizing the publication of this book.




ROMANIA


A LAND OF TRADITION AND WONDER


Located in East Central Europe, Romania is a beautiful land, rich in diversity and culture. It is crossed in the center by the Carpathian Mountains which provide breath­takingly beautiful scenery and include some of Romania’s most remarkable tourist attractions, including the Peleş Castle in Sinaia and the world-renowned painted monasteries of northern Moldavia. To the south, the country is bordered by the Danube River. Near the Iron Gates, at Drobeta-Turnu Severin, the ruins of the bridge built by the Roman Emperor Trajan can still be seen. The vast plains in the southern part of the country, known as Wallachia, have great agricultural potential. In this region, the capital city of Bucharest is located. Today a modern metropolis of over two million inhabitants, Bucharest, with its many architectural treasures, was once known as the Paris of the East. The Black Sea coast and the Danube Delta with its scenic beauty, fascinating wildlife, and favorable summer climate are favorite vacation spots for tourists from throughout the world. The eastern part of the country, known as Moldavia, is rich in tradition and full of beauty. The landscape is dotted with historical monuments, among them monasteries from the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, such as Voroneț and Sucevița, famous for their exterior mural paintings. One of the most beautiful cities in the country, Iaşi, built on seven hills and filled with historical and religious treasures, is the traditional capital of this region, and is often referred to as the cultural capital of Romania.
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