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  What people are saying about




  The Jesus Myth




  Drawing on his own rich experience, Chris Scott succinctly and with clarity examines the Jesus myth, shedding light on the meaning to be found in Christianity in the twenty-first century. A highly rewarding read, it challenges each reader to find not only their personal myth, but also meaning in and for their own lives. An excellent book.




  Melanie Gibson UKCP, IAAP. Jungian Analyst




  Chris Scott’s The Jesus Myth is for explorers, rather than for those content to tread the well-worn path of autocratic religion. Wisely and compassionately, in a soft, honest voice without pretension, he engages and guides the reader along a less-paved and yet direct route to the heart of every true religion: love.




  Robert Emmet Meagher, Professor Emeritus of Humanities, Amherst, Massachusetts, author of Killing from the Inside Out




  When promoting themselves nowadays, publications like to assert what are called USPs or unique selling points. It is a valuable device for getting to what is distinctive about a book. The USP of Chris Scott’s new book is the way it combines different human paradigms in its interpretation of the enduring significance of Christianity. Chris Scott is an Anglican priest but he is also a psychotherapist, and he brings the wisdom and experience of both perspectives together in this text. He does more than offer a fresh way of reading the Christian message. He offers an experiential approach that allows readers to explore the issues involved through a number of exercises that ground theory in practice. Not many books on this controversial topic do that. This one does, and it does it well.




  Richard Holloway, Bishop and author




  This simple yet profound book might be the antidote for those wracked with religious doubt. Read before rejecting religion!




  Canon Dr Ed Newell, Chief Executive Cumberland Lodge




  Here is a little book bursting with common sense and inspiration, written by someone who has known life in all its rich complexity. It is an honest book that deals with the issues that are on the lips of so many current, former, or would-be church attenders. Yet, in downplaying these issues and ignoring those who raise them, the church has betrayed its vocation by confusing its lazy preference for tired and cliched certainties with the energising quest for truth. It’s a book that has to be read by all those who dare ask for more.




  The Revd Dr Terry Biddington FRSA, Dean of Spiritual Life, Director of the Winchester Institute for Contemplative Education & Practice, Lecturer in Practical Theology
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  In loving memory of Ruth
priest, writer, facilitator and broadcaster
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my wife, soul-mate and inspiration of thirty-seven years
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      God does not die on the day that we cease to believe in a personal deity. But we die on the day that our lives cease to be illumined by the steady radiance, renewed daily, the source of which is beyond all reason.




  Dag Hammarskjöld


   




  



  
Foreword





  The Jesus of Surprises




  I sometimes used to ask my theological students: “do you think Jesus got a surprise at the resurrection?” Some said; no, of course not; others surely covertly dismissed it as a trivial question. But my response was more mischievous. I said that as Jesus had lived by faith and died in faith, when he was raised from the dead it was most likely he got the most tremendous surprise. That is the life of faith. C S Lewis reflects this in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. The children discover that Aslan the lion comes back from the dead, having been killed by the witch. They ask him why, if he had the knowledge that this had to happen, he did not spare them the grief and sadness of his death. Aslan simply replies that although since ancient times this was always the hope it had never happened before. So, who could know for sure?




  Every generation of Christians must face precisely the same challenge. How do we hold on to our valued identities and practices, yet be open to the surprises that God has in store? If your spirituality and theology begins with these roots, then various things will flow on from this, quite naturally. The likelihood is that Christian faith is configured around that central question, “who is Jesus Christ for us today?” And other questions come thick and fast.




  With Jesus, it is often a case of “stripping away the myth from the man” and recovering the authentic Jesus that would have been encountered two thousand years ago. Chris Scott’s remarkable book will provide invaluable company for all those who want to seek to look at Jesus afresh. For many people, Jesus remains as compelling today as he was to his audiences in and around Palestine. Often, what puts people off Jesus is not the person, but those purporting to represent him, and speak and act in his name, As Gandhi once said, “I like your Christ. I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.”




  When we begin to “de-myth” Jesus, we de-mystify him, and it allows us to get down to the basic questions that still need to be faced today. How did Jesus see and act in the world he came to inhabit, witness to, and seek to transform? What was his agenda in proclaiming the Kingdom of God? Why did Jesus confound his critics by the ways he read the scriptures and applied them? Why was he both the bringer of peace, and yet also the disturber of peace (by which I mean, that apathetic status quo where abdication of moral, social and spiritual conscience reigns, and injustices justified through this corpus we call “religion”, or that body we refer to as “the church”)? That can often be the place where evil easily flourishes, because good people do nothing.




  The Jesus I encounter in the gospels doesn’t seem to be especially pro-religion or pro-hierarchy. He strikes me as rather radical. Sometimes, frankly, an incredibly annoying nuisance. Especially if you are trying to ply your trade in the temple and make an odd buck to get by, and Jesus just walks in with a whip, and in the mayhem that follows, is breaking up the point-of-sale display materials on various stalls, letting the pigeons and sparrows fly off in a panic and throwing everything all over the counter-tops to the floor and scattering the petty cash, that days’ takings, freely across precincts. (I bet the shopkeepers and market-traders called security back then, as they would do now.) Some may go further, and say Jesus was something of a revolutionary. He was clearly for the poor, marginalised, oppressed, stigmatised and demonised. And yet, his message, medium and ministry, despite the outburst, is rooted in the very being of God: love, love, love. Nothing but love.




  A myth is story not true on the outside, but is true on the inside. Jesus spoke in parables, phrases and what we might call today, fables. To get beyond the myth of Jesus is to rediscover Jesus afresh, and Chris Scott’s book is an excellent resource for this kind of journey.




  If we step away from myth, and start with who God is, we will always see the world differently, and therefore ourselves and our neighbours in fresh light. That will usually put religion in its place, and allow God to resume God’s place in our life, faith and world. When that begins – what we do next with our Christian belief and practice – is likely to be less about propping up our struggling, cumbersome institutions, and much more about helping God usher in the Kingdom of God for others. It was that for which Jesus came – to show us – that there is another way to live and behold the world. Being part of the living and loving God who invites us into that work of changing the world was the original invitation – or call – to the first disciples. It is ours too. Myth or no myth, the real Jesus always meant and still means real business in the world today. There is never a time not to ask that old question: “who is Jesus Christ for us today?” The answers are always surprising.




  The Very Revd Professor Martyn Percy, Dean of Christ Church, Oxford
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Introduction





  This little book is not meant to be a scholarly work, it is rather my musings after a professional life as a psychologist and priest; Christian and Humanist, the two things are not incompatible. The nineteenth-century missionary and doctor, Albert Schweitzer wanted to follow the example of Jesus of Nazareth but wrestled to find a universal conception of the ethical not bound to supernatural religious belief. “Reverence for Life” became his byword and one which resonates with me. Many modern Humanists are self-proclaimed atheists for whom “facts” are all-in-all along with self-determination. But facts are not enough, to be fully human we need meaning and purpose, and whether we like it or not, myth plays a big part in our lives. In this book I am attempting to put into plain language what I understand about the myth of Jesus of Nazareth, and how that myth is part of our human story.




  Some of my thoughts may not be very comfortable to many Christians as they question long held orthodoxies. Equally, hard-nosed atheists who like to knock down religion as being simply fairy tales for the feeble-minded might have cause to reconsider.




  The fact is that religion, in all its forms, is not so much about God and life after death as it is about humanity’s quest for meaning in an uncertain and dangerous universe. Science can answer and has answered, so many of the “what?” and “how?” questions of a universe that is both breath-taking and wonderful. But so far, science has not been able to answer the question of “why?” Or as a very wealthy chief executive of a large multi-national once asked a friend of mine, “what’s it all about?” What does it mean?




  This book is not going to answer that question, greater minds than mine have tried with differing levels of success. What I am going to explore, is whether the Jesus Myth has anything to say to us in the twenty-first century about a meaning to life, not least from a psychological perspective.




  Traditional Christianity appears to ask people to believe in the unbelievable. Indeed, in many churches around the world, it seems to be a prerequisite that one leaves one’s brains outside the door. For many, Christianity has become something to either believe in whole-heartedly, or reject totally. The truth in the Bible is pitched against the truth of science and, for the majority of contemporary minds, found wanting.




  But this is a false dichotomy. Science and religion are looking at different aspects of truth. It is very unfortunate that religion uses language forms and stories from a totally different age and understanding to our own, but predominately the stories reflect the search for meaning, the search for what it means to be human.




  As human beings one of the most universal ways we attempt to understand ourselves in the context of the world as we experience it, is to tell stories. Who among you has not been moved to tears by a good book, film, stage production or radio play? Or perhaps been totally uplifted and inspired? A story may not be true in the sense that the events ever happened in time and space, but it can be utterly true in the sense that it resonates deeply within the core of who we are as an individual, or for humanity as a whole.
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