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  It is said behind every man is a great woman. For the three women “behind” me: my mother, Carol; wife, Elizabeth; and daughter, Rebecca.

  –PG

  To my wife, Carol, who for nearly 50 years has been the love and joy of my life.

  –APG


  AUTHORS’

  NOTES

  When asked to contact 25 former University of Georgia football players, interview, and write a chapter on each, placing a focal point on each player’s “game of their life” while at Georgia, an author’s inclination might be to reach out to the 25 greatest living Bulldog players of all time . . . Before contacting the first player, that was our initial thought process. However, we soon reminded ourselves that the stories about the very best Georgia football players have already been repeatedly told.

  One of the primary goals of our book project was to be, simply, different from the dozens of previous books written on UGA football. We didn’t want to rehash the greatest games of solely the best of the best Bulldogs in history. Instead, our aim was to feature a wide array of standout players—some of them deemed amongst the greatest ever at the school, some perhaps hardly remembered, if at all, by many of the Bulldog Nation. Although only a select few have ever been written about, there have been many outstanding players to don the red and black over the last several decades, each having a game of their life while at Georgia and each with a unique story to tell.

  Besides a collection of only All-Americans, we also wanted to avoid interviewing only those who played at high-profiled positions—quarterback, running back, etc.—because as one of us said to the other coauthor, “I bet even placekickers and punters have games of their lives too.” We decided to feature at least two players at each of the seven positional units—quarterback, running back, wide receiver, offensive line, defensive line, linebacker, and secondary—and, yes, with the addition of one placekicker and one punter. Also, we wanted to include at least one player who actually participated in the game of his life as a backup; we wound up with three reserve players in the end.

  In attempting to contact players, we primarily sent a single email inquiry to each desired individual. Using this method, we found either one of two things would result: a former player was more than willing to participate in the book project, or an email would go unanswered (but we accepted such nonresponses as, unfortunately for these players, emails simply going directly into their “Junk” folders). The few individuals we initially attempted to contact by phone (because their email addresses could not be located) were all players who concluded their Georgia careers fairly recently and are currently playing in the NFL. Hence, the three individuals we phoned were not the actual players, but the agents of the players, though we didn’t receive return calls.

  The 25 interviews conducted in person or by phone, including an international call to France, were of players spanning a 70-year period, from Georgia football’s oldest living letterman to one who recently concluded his career as a member of the 2012 team. Although each decade from the 1940s through the 2010s is represented with a “game of their life,” the decade most represented is the 1980s. Personally, we found this fitting since the 1980s is most likely the decade the program had its most success and the same period in which the two of us attended Georgia games together, never missing a single home game.

  Not surprisingly, nearly half of the games of their lives resulted during the players’ senior seasons. Still, there were five players focusing on a game occurring in the season when they first saw significant playing time as a Bulldog. Also, although the 25 games were against remarkably 14 different schools, nearly one-fourth (six) was with Florida as the opponent (which is fitting since, according to a recent poll of Georgia football lettermen, the Gators were the team they most wanted to defeat more than any other foe when they played).

  Notably, “The Game” section for each chapter attempts to capture in the player’s own words the details and feelings associated with their “game of my life” experience. Admittedly, some paraphrasing had to be resorted to, but a major effort was made to present exactly what the player said. Under the chapter sections of “The Run-up” and “The Aftermath,” various life experiences, especially those football-related, prior to and following the game of the player’s life, are described.

  During the process of interviewing and writing, we quickly realized that although the key focus of each player’s chapter is the game of his life, this book is much more than what is suggested by its title, presenting the extensive UGA football experience of each of the individuals highlighted in the book. Most impressively, for most of the players included in this book, we discovered that their time on the gridiron as a Georgia Bulldog, particularly during the game of their life, had positive implications for life after football.

  –PG

  –APG
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  Chapter 1

  CLIFF KIMSEY

  GEORGIA at Georgia Tech – November 29, 1941

  
    
      	
        BIRTH DATE:

      
      	
        August 3, 1921

      
    

    
      	
        HOMETOWN :

      
      	
        Cornelia, Georgia

      
    

    
      	
        RESIDENCE:

      
      	
        Cornelia, Georgia

      
    

    
      	
        JERSEY NO.:

      
      	
        #15

      
    

    
      	
        POSITIONS:

      
      	
        Tailback/Fullback/Blocking Back

      
    

    
      	
        HEIGHT:

      
      	
        5-foot-11

      
    

    
      	
        WEIGHT:

      
      	
        185 pounds

      
    

    
      	
        LETTERED:

      
      	
        1939 to 1941

      
    

  

  Born in 1921, Kimsey is currently the oldest living UGA football letterman. . . .Was a starter at three different positions—tailback (1939), fullback (1940), and blocking back (1941)—in each of his three seasons on Georgia’s varsity . . . Standout pitcher for Bulldogs’ baseball team in 1941 and 1942. . . . According to the late and legendary Georgia player and assistant coach Bill Hartman, “I have never seen a better all-around player who meant more to his team than Cliff Kimsey.” . . . Served in the military for nearly four years, including nearly three years overseas during World War II. . . . For his one season as a high school head football coach in Georgia (Cedartown High, 1946), a 26-year-old Kimsey was selected head coach of the North team for the GACA North-South All-Star Game. . . . Assistant football coach at the University of Kansas from 1948 to 1952.

  The Run-up

  Between the lengthy head coaching tenures of Harry Mehre (10 seasons, 1928–37) and Wally Butts (22 seasons, 1939–60), Joel Hunt coached the Bulldogs for a single campaign—and a winning one at that—before being ousted from the football program. However, Cliff “Truck” Kimsey owes a lot to the man who was the school’s head football coach for only the 1938 season.

  “I only went to Georgia because of Joel Hunt recruiting me,” Kimsey recalls. “Recruiting wasn’t so sophisticated back then; there was no National Signing Day in February like now. Often, players might not be offered a scholarship until right before the start of their freshman year.”

  For Kimsey, who earned his nickname in high school because of his hard-driving style of running, a scholarship from Hunt came during the GACA North-South All-Star Game played in August of 1938. This was after he had been denied one by the other major college in Georgia.

  “During punting practice prior to that all-star game, I was approached by [Georgia] Tech’s head coach, Bill Alexander. He was coaching the South team, while Coach Hunt was coaching my team—the North,” Kimsey says. “Alexander told me that I was about to beat out the boy he was recruiting for his backfield at Tech. However, he said to me, ‘You can’t make it at Tech!’ Now, I’m not sure if he meant I couldn’t make it academically or footballwise, but either way, it looked like I wasn’t going to Tech.”

  In what was the first annual Georgia high school all-star football game, the North defeated the South 25-6 in front of 6,000 spectators at Tech’s Grant Field. Much to Joel Hunt’s delight, and Alexander’s chagrin, Kimsey was recognized as a “star” in the North’s victory, scoring a touchdown in the third quarter.

  “And, beginning with that all-star game,” Kimsey adds with a chuckle, “I’ve always been happy to beat Tech.” However, it would be a couple more years before Truck got the upper hand again against an Alexander-coached squad.

  Kimsey, who excelled as both an offensive back and punter during his collegiate years, had two punts blocked in the 1938 Georgia-Georgia Tech freshman game. One blocked punt resulted in a safety for the Baby Jackets, while the other directly led to a touchdown for the opposition in an 8-0 loss for the Bullpups. Under first-year head coach Butts in 1939, Kimsey was Georgia’s starting left halfback. En route to an SEC championship and a victory in the Orange Bowl, Georgia Tech spoiled the 4-5 Bulldogs’ shot at a winning year with a 13-0 defeat.

  However, with the arrival of Wally Butts came a more disciplined Georgia team than before, and a program which would soon gain the advantage over its state rival.

  “When Coach Butts became head coach, his first spring practice lasted nearly five entire months, going from January 3 through May 25,” Kimsey remembers. “We practiced every dad-gum day, except Sundays. And on Sundays, we usually had to visit the trainer to fix up our sore spots.”

  Facing Georgia Tech the following season Kimsey, now Georgia’s starting fullback, and his Bulldog teammates encountered a similar situation to the year before. They were trailing the Yellow Jackets by a 13-0 score with a winning season on the line. However, this time the Bulldogs would rally, scoring on touchdown passes from Jim Todd and Frank Sinkwich to take a 14-13 lead in the third quarter. Late in the stanza, the Bulldogs faced third and goal from the Jackets’ four-yard line. At that point, Kimsey, who had taken over the play-calling responsibilities, “did an unusual thing,” according to the Atlanta Constitution. Calling for the exact same play which had failed on the previous down, Kimsey called for Sinkwich to fire a short pass in the end zone. Tech was caught flat-footed and the pass resulted in a touchdown.

  The touchdown play proved to be the winning score in a 21-19 Georgia victory and, in addition, “was smart quarterbacking by Kimsey,” the Constitution noted, “a lad who makes A-plus in his grades.”

  It was rather apparent, whether academically or football-wise, Kimsey could have undoubtedly made it at Tech, or at most certainly any program for that matter.

  The Tech game in 1940 also established that Kimsey was better suited to playing quarterback. This position was also known as blocking back—a position in Georgia’s single-wing formation that mostly blocked, hardly ran, and never passed, but primarily called the team’s offensive plays—and was probably more in sync with the team’s star player than any other Bulldog.

  “I think Coach Butts placed me as Sinkwich’s roommate prior to the 1941 season to make Frank more disciplined,” Kimsey speculates. “During the year, as we’d go to sleep at night in our room, Frank and I would discuss who he’d throw to for each of the plays. As the season went on, Frank got to know Coach Butts’s system really well.”

  After the senior had been elected in the preseason as alternate team captain by his teammates, Kimsey was recognized by the media for a number of qualities: the best blocker on the team, perhaps the best punter in the conference, and one of the greatest signal callers in all of college football. In addition, in averaging more than 55 minutes of play per game, including playing all 60 minutes in a few contests, The Red and Black—UGA’s student newspaper—went as far as declaring, “Lou Gehrig has nothing on Kimsey. No greater ‘Iron Man’ can be found.”

  By late November, Georgia’s record stood at 7-1-1 and was ranked 20th nationally in the Associated Press poll—the first time the team had been ranked in the six-year history of the rankings. More so, with a victory in their final regular season game against Georgia Tech, the Bulldogs would likely experience something else the program had never before—a bowl appearance.

  “Not only had Georgia never been to a bowl, but it had hardly ever been even mentioned as a bowl contender,” Kimsey contends. “There were only four bowl games at that time—the Rose, Sugar, Cotton, and Orange—and you had to have a rather representative team to go to a bowl. We had such a team in 1941, but we needed to beat Tech first to have any chance to play in the postseason.”

  The Game

  By Cliff Kimsey

  In 1941, we arrived in two buses to Atlanta a much better team than Georgia Tech. However, although the Yellow Jackets might have been down while it looked like we would probably be going to a bowl game, Tech had the upper hand in some respects. Back when a player really had to be hurt to miss a game, we had a couple of key guys out with severe injuries. Plus, we were at a disadvantage by playing on the road at Tech’s Grant Field.

  Back then, it was a real social event to attend a Georgia Tech home football game. Women would attend games dressed in fur coats, dresses, and stockings. People would sit high in Grant Field and drink booze. Understand, I was never up in those stands; just heard what went on. The Yellow Jackets had a real popular football program. They seemed to be the leading team in the conference every year and always recruited well. At the time, Georgia wasn’t nearly as popular.

  Nowadays, I think most Georgia fans would prefer their football team to defeat Florida more than any other school. Back in my day, there was no question that fans got the most satisfaction from beating Tech. For various reasons, they were the opponent Georgia had to beat.

  As the primary quarterback in 1941, I called most of the team’s offensive plays, even more so than Coach Butts. Unlike the quarterback position as we know it today, the quarterback never received the snap or threw the ball out of the single-wing formation. Instead, I mostly blocked and was on the receiving end of a number of passes thrown by a halfback in Butts’s single wing.

  Nobody had a pass offense like Coach Butts; he was really ahead of his time during the 1940s. We would send out four receivers against most defenses. If an opponent ever used a six-man line, at least one of our receivers would always be open; this is what Coach Butts referred to as “flooding the zone.”

  Early on against Tech, it was evident their defense was using a six-man rush line designed to stop the running of Sinkwich. In the first quarter, we were primarily running Frank and fullback Ken Keuper. Tech had an outstanding guard named Wex Jordan. Usually, when an offensive guard pulled out in our offense, the opposing defensive guard went with him, and our trap play worked well. However, when our guard pulled out in front of Jordan, Jordan would fill the gap, and Sinkwich and Keuper had a hard time running the ball. From then on, we didn’t run the trap play very much because we were having no success in doing so, so I started calling for more pass plays.
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  Cliff Kimsey's (No. 15) five receptions, two interceptions on defense, superior blocking, and phenomenal play-calling led the Bulldogs to a 21-0 victory over Georgia Tech in 1941 and a trip to the Orange Bowl./ Photo courtesy of Hargrett Rare Book & Manuscript Library/University of Georgia Libraries

  After a scoreless opening quarter, Frank passed for a touchdown in each of the next three quarters to three different men, while Tech was held scoreless. In our 21-0 victory, I played 58 of the game’s 60 minutes. I caught about four or five passes from Frank and intercepted two passes on defense.

  Don’t get me wrong, I really enjoyed the game after defeating Tech and the final contest of the season—the 40-26 win over Texas Christian in the Orange Bowl. TCU had a really good team; they had defeated second-ranked Texas in one of their final games of the year. In the Orange Bowl, we led by 30-something points at one point. The game was a real thrill and we all had a great time down in Miami. However, I’ve always maintained that my most memorable game as a Georgia Bulldog was the shutout win over Tech that put us in the Orange Bowl to begin with.

  The Aftermath

  It was absolutely remarkable to listen to Kimsey recall details from a game played more than 70 years ago like it occurred yesterday. However, there was one seemingly important detail involving the Bulldog great in which he couldn’t quite recollect what was mentioned by the media following the game.

  A newspaper reported that Kimsey was hurt in the third quarter after catching a pass from Sinkwich for a 14-yard gain; there was no other significant injury suffered by the Bulldogs during the game according to the report.

  “I don’t remember getting hurt,” Kimsey says. “It must not have been too bad; I was probably just tackled hard. If I was indeed hurt in the third quarter, I stayed in the game and played injured, because I didn’t come out until there was about two minutes remaining and with us leading, 21-0. Of course, a lot of us played hurt back then.”

  We’d like to add, this was particularly the case of Georgia football’s version of “The Iron Man” from back then.

  For the Tech contest, Kimsey recorded a game-high five receptions, intercepted two passes on defense, and, following the victory, was called “the hardest blocker I have ever seen” by roommate Sinkwich.

  Sinkwich, who entered the game averaging 5.7 yards per carry, was held by Tech’s defense to less than 2.5 yards per rush (26 carries for 64 yards). However, with Kimsey calling an unusually high number of passing plays against the Yellow Jackets’ run-stopping defense, Sinkwich completed 15 of 25 passes for 197 yards and three touchdowns after averaging only four completions per game entering the contest.

  At the conclusion of the regular season, Kimsey was recognized as an All-SEC back despite not scoring a single touchdown all year. Nevertheless, in his final game as a Bulldog football player, Kimsey would tally a memorable touchdown on a specially designed play.

  “Just for the Orange Bowl, Coach Butts designed a passing play, where the blocking back trap-blocked like I did with some regularity,” Kimsey recalls. “However, on this play, I was to soon release my block, which was picked up by the center, and run by the safetyman and look for a pass from Frank. In the first quarter against TCU, we ran the play and I caught a pass from Sinkwich and expected that I would immediately be hit. Instead, I ran untouched for a 60-yard touchdown. My run wasn’t all that spectacular; there was just no one there to tackle me. That designed play is exactly what I mean when I say Butts was an offensive innovator and way ahead of his time.”

  In the spring of 1942, Kimsey was honored by receiving the H.J. Stegeman Trophy as the university’s most outstanding senior athlete and was initiated into Sphinx—the highest honorary society on campus. In addition, coached by the football team’s end coach, J.V. Sikes, Kimsey was the star pitcher on the baseball team, recording a 6-1 record (rest of team’s pitchers were a combined 6-6), including 19-5 and 13-0 victories over Georgia Tech.

  “Let me tell you, nearly the entire baseball team was made up of football players,” Kimsey declares. “That ’42 baseball team averaged 11 runs per game, so it was easy for me to be a winning pitcher.”

  Soon after graduation, Kimsey joined the Army and took his leadership skills from the gridiron and baseball diamond to the battlefields of World War II. In earning four battle stars, Kimsey led troops through three combat operations in the Pacific over two and a half years and was an infantry unit commander for 33 months.

  “I guarantee the discipline Coach Butts instilled in me while I was at Georgia helped me as a platoon leader and an executive officer of men,” Kimsey asserts. “There’s no doubt about that.”

  After serving his country in the war, Kimsey embarked on a short but successful stint as a high school head football coach. In 1946—his lone season at Cedartown High (Cedartown, Georgia)—the first-year head coach guided the Bulldogs to a 7-2-1 record. For his efforts, Kimsey was named a head coach in 1947 for the very same game he had played in just nine years before—the GACA North-South All-Star Game. And, once again, Kimsey was on the winning side of the North, prevailing by nearly the same exact score as in 1938, 24-6.

  After coaching a season at the then-largest high school in the state of South Carolina, Parker High (Greenville), Kimsey was lured to the collegiate ranks by ex-UGA football assistant and his old baseball coach, Sikes, who had departed Georgia to become the head football coach at the University of Kansas. “I loved coaching high school football,” he says, “but the lure of coaching in college was too great for me to turn down.” In five seasons at Kansas from 1948 to 1952, Kimsey was the Jayhawks’ backfield coach while the team never had a losing record.

  After coaching, Kimsey returned to his native Cornelia where he entered the banking business for the next 35 years until his retirement. Not long after his retirement, Kimsey was featured in a 1992 story in Sports Illustrated recalling legendary baseball player Ty Cobb. Cobb had conducted business with Kimsey’s bank in Cornelia for a few years until his death in 1961. “Cobb and I got to be buddies. I might have been one of the few, if not the only one, that felt that he was really a fine gentleman,” he says regarding the seemingly irritable Cobb.

  Kimsey has five children: Bucky, John, Ricky, Jimmy, and Lucy. In 1969, Bucky lettered as a linebacker on the Bulldogs’ football team while Ricky was a member of the freshman squad the same season. Kimsey also has 10 grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren.

  Speaking of family, the humble Kimsey was recently elected into the Georgia Sports Hall of Fame and indentified the coveted honor with those that meant the most to him. “What I appreciate most is what [the induction] means to my family,” Kimsey said upon his induction in February of 2012. “It has made them very proud.”

  In closing with Cliff Kimsey, it would be remiss not to refer to Georgia’s latest dominance over Georgia Tech in football. “I really have enjoyed it,” Kimsey says in regards to the Bulldogs winning 11 of the last 12 games against the Yellow Jackets entering the 2013 season. “And, just like in 1941, any win over Tech is a good win!”


  Chapter 2

  CHARLEY

  TRIPPI

  GEORGIA vs. UCLA (Rose Bowl) – January 1, 1943

  
    
      	
        BIRTH DATE:

      
      	
        December 14, 1921

      
    

    
      	
        HOMETOWN :

      
      	
        Pittston, Pennsylvania

      
    

    
      	
        RESIDENCE:

      
      	
        Athens, Georgia

      
    

    
      	
        JERSEY NO.:

      
      	
        #62

      
    

    
      	
        POSITION:

      
      	
        Halfback

      
    

    
      	
        HEIGHT:

      
      	
        5-foot-11

      
    

    
      	
        WEIGHT:

      
      	
        180 pounds

      
    

    
      	
        LETTERED :

      
      	
        1942, 1945 to 1946

      
    

  

  Trippi was attracted to UGA because he could play baseball as well as football; he would become the school’s first baseball All-American, batting .464 as a shortstop in 1946. . . . Football stadium at Pittston Area High School (Pennsylvania) named in his honor. . . . Despite appearing in just 27 regular-season games while concluding his Georgia career nearly 70 years ago, Trippi’s 31 touchdowns scored (6th), 14.0-yard punt return average (8th), 10 interceptions (tied-14th), 1,737 rushing yards (16th), 2,718 all-purpose yards (18th), 1,765 passing yards (21st), 22.6-yard kickoff return average (21st), and 37.0-yard punting average (25th) all still rank among the top 25 in Georgia’s individual career records. . . . Member of both the College and Pro Football Hall of Fames. . . .“Charley Trippi Day” held in Athens on April 13, 2012, marked what was believed to be the first time ever a UGA football player or coach was honored by the city with his own “day.”

  The Run-up

  For the 91-year-old living legend, Charley Trippi’s first memories of college football’s Rose Bowl—the “Granddaddy of Them All”—are as vivid today as they were 75 years or so ago. “As a young teenager, I will never forget listening to Bill Stern announce the Rose Bowl Game for NBC Radio during the mid-to-late 1930s,” he says. “I remember I couldn’t wait for each Rose Bowl to start, and hated it when the games ended. At the time, it was a dream of mine to play in the Rose Bowl one day.”

  Several years later, ironically, a “War Eagle” and a Coca-Cola truck would ultimately be responsible for making a dream come true for the youngster from Pittston, Pennsylvania.

  Trippi always assumed he would attend Fordham University in New York before being approached by Harold “War Eagle” Ketron. Ketron, who captained UGA’s 1903 football team and was managing a nearby CocaCola plant, called on Trippi, suggesting he take a recruiting visit to the War Eagle’s alma mater—the University of Georgia. Not long after the visit, Trippi decided it would be best if he attended LaSalle Military Academy in New York for a year of preparatory school before college. However, Trippi promised Ketron that upon finishing at LaSalle, he would be heading straight down to Georgia.

  “Mr. Ketron then told me that during the summers, I could have a job at his plant,” Trippi says. “So, I graduated from high school on a Friday and that following Monday, I was driving a Coca-Cola truck.” What would be a recruiting violation nowadays resulted in the Bulldogs securing who would arguably become the greatest player in the program’s history.

  After only a couple games playing for Georgia’s freshman team, Trippi was already being compared to Bulldog great Frank Sinkwich—a junior halfback on the varsity squad, who was amidst an All-American campaign in 1941. Facing Georgia Tech’s freshmen in the Bullpups’ final game of the year, Trippi rushed for a touchdown, intercepted a pass on defense, and kicked both a point-after touchdown and field goal in a 29-13 victory over the favored Baby Jackets. The following day, an Atlanta newspaper included the headline “Second ‘Sinkwich’ Runs Roughshod Over Baby Jackets.”

  So impressive had the freshman been in 1941 that Georgia’s annual intrasquad G-Day game the following spring was billed as Sinkwich, playing for the Red team off a fourth-place finish in the 1941 Heisman Trophy voting, versus Trippi, playing for the White squad, having yet to play a down of varsity ball. In a 20-13 White victory, it was reported the younger, inexperienced left halfback “stole the show,” passing for two touchdowns and running for another.

  Slotted behind Sinkwich to start the 1942 season, Trippi saw limited playing time through the first three games of the year. However, in the fourth game against Ole Miss—an opponent that had tied Georgia’s Orange Bowl championship squad the year before—Trippi ran roughshod over the Rebels. In a 48-13 victory for the Bulldogs, the backup halfback rushed for 127 yards and a touchdown on 11 carries, completed 5 of 7 passes for 125 yards and a touchdown, while intercepting a pass on defense. By the ninth game of the season, head coach Wally Butts had moved Sinkwich from his familiar position to fullback, leaving room for Trippi at halfback in the starting lineup.

  “Coach Butts saw where the offense would be more effective if Frank and I played together,” Trippi says. “For the rest of the season, we worked real well as a tandem. Of course, I think a lot of the success I had was because the opposition was concentrating on Frank.”

  For the regular-season finale, one-loss and fifth-ranked Georgia was facing undefeated and second-ranked Georgia Tech. It was understood the game’s winner would be heading west to Pasadena’s prestigious Rose Bowl to face the Pacific Coast Conference champions. “Although I wouldn’t say the ’42 Tech game was the ‘game of my life,’ it might have been the most important game I ever played in,” Trippi says. “We knew that if we didn’t beat Tech, we weren’t even going to the Rose Bowl—the entire year would have been a flop!”

  “In the end, we wound up putting a number on Georgia Tech,” Trippi adds. “I had a pretty good game.”

  “A number” and “pretty good” is putting it lightly. In Georgia’s 34-0 rout of Georgia Tech, Trippi rushed for 110 yards on eight carries, including a spectacular 87-yard touchdown, while completing all six of his passes for 126 yards and two touchdowns. Sinkwich added 72 yards rushing and 92 passing, while intercepting a pass on defense. More so, the senior backfield star was the landside winner of the sport’s biggest prize when he received a telegram following the game, announcing he had won the Heisman Trophy.

  For Sinkwich, the Rose Bowl would be a fitting end to a stellar collegiate football career equaled by few. For most of his starry-eyed teammates, including the young Trippi, the game and its surrounding events would be “glamorous,” a dream come true, and a once-in-a-lifetime affair like no other.

  The Game

  By Charley Trippi

  It might be difficult to understand nowadays but back in my day, going to the Rose Bowl was a dream of every college football player. It was the big game of the year, which usually matched the best team from the West [Pacific Coast Conference] versus the bowl’s pick of an at-large team from any conference. So, the Rose Bowl often hosted the two top teams in the country.

  When we went to the Rose Bowl at the end of the 1942 season, it not only signified just the second bowl game in Georgia’s history, but it was also a rare appearance for a team from the Southeastern Conference. At the time, there were 12 schools in the SEC. Looking back, I think only four SEC teams had been to the Rose Bowl prior to us, and two of those teams are not even currently in the conference. Before us, Alabama had been a few times, and I believe Tennessee, Georgia Tech, and Tulane had each been once to the Rose Bowl.
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  Capping his sophomore season of 1942, Charley Trippi realized a boyhood dream by appearing in the Rose Bowl and also would be the recipient of the contest’s Player of the Game Award. / AP Photo

  World War II had been going on for just over a year; therefore, for safety precautions, we didn’t fly out to California. Exactly two weeks prior to the game [December 18], five special Pullman cars carried the team by train on a trip scheduled to last three days.

  In telling the story, people now always get a big kick when I mention that we stopped on the way to California to, of all things, scrimmage! Coach Butts was big on scrimmaging and he was not about to go two or three days without a practice. We stopped, scrimmaged, got back on the train to spend the night, and then went on to California.

  Coach Butts’s scrimmages could be pretty intense; there was always a good bit of contact. After a scrimmage in California, Coach Butts approached me and said that Frank had been injured; one ankle was hurt rather badly while the other was swollen. Butts told me that Frank would be limited and I would “have to go all the way”—carry the load of the team’s carries and maybe play the entire game. Turns out, I would play the whole game except for one offensive play, but it was a really special one at that, and well worth me not being on the field.

  What made the Rose Bowl such a special moment in my life was not only our game against UCLA but also the arrangements made for us while we were out there. The Rose Bowl committee really did it up for us! We had a luncheon arranged by Paramount Studios with several movie stars of the time. I don’t think any of us had ever been to California prior to that trip, much less hang out with Hollywood movie stars.

  Even after the game, the Rose Bowl continued to entertain us. The team went sightseeing and to clubs, hanging around the Hollywood elite again. You read about these famous people in the papers and magazines and then all of a sudden you’re hanging out with them. The team had stepped into a totally different world than what we were used to; it really opened up our eyes.

  What also opened up our eyes was the large crowd at the Rose Bowl. At the time, we had averaged about 25,000 to 30,000 spectators per home game in Athens, which ranked as one of the highest attendances in the entire South. And here, we go out to the Rose Bowl and are suddenly playing in front of 90,000 to 95,000. The Director of the US Office of Defense Transportation requested that no Georgia followers, alumni, or students make the trip to Pasadena because of it being wartime. But still, the game was a sellout.

  The actual game was rather one-sided as far as advancement of the football. We moved up and down the field on a really good UCLA team, while their offense had a really hard time advancing the ball against our defense. Still, through three quarters, the game was a scoreless tie.

  On the final play of the third quarter, we lost a fumble near their goal line. Back in those days, teams often punted prior to facing fourth down if backed up towards their own end zone. On first down, UCLA great Bob Waterfield punted from behind the goal line and Red Boyd, a backup tackle for us, blocked the kick out of the end zone, scoring a safety. A little later, Waterfield was intercepted by [Clyde] Ehrhardt—a backup center— and we had the ball around their 25-yard line.

  Leading 2-0, our offense moved the ball towards UCLA’s end zone with running plays. Following one play, Frank got up hobbling so badly that we tried to send him to the sideline, but he refused to leave the game. On the next play, he was given the ball, but then handed it to me on a reverse for a gain of about six or seven yards. Finally, facing second down and goal from the one-yard line, we called time-out.

  While out in California, the team [minus Sinkwich] had discussed that we really wanted Frank to score even if he was injured. We decided that if we ever got close to UCLA’s end zone, we’d put him in at halfback and give him the ball. If it happened more than once, that would be great; we’d try to let him score multiple times. Hence, late in the game, when we finally got close enough to where we thought he could get in [the end zone], I came out for what I believe was the only play I missed the entire game. Frank was put in at left halfback, given the ball, and he cracked through right tackle for the game’s only touchdown.

  We wanted to pay tribute to Frank for the great career he had at Georgia and he delivered by scoring a touchdown in the Rose Bowl. In the sport’s greatest game, what a way for Frank Sinkwich to complete his college career!

  The Aftermath

  In being named the Rose Bowl’s most outstanding player, Trippi rushed for 130 yards on 27 carries, passed for 96 yards, intercepted a pass on defense, and punted twice for a 49.5-yard average.

  Within a month following his extraordinary performance in Pasadena, Trippi was called to serve in the military. “But I never even held a rifle or went to bivouac while in the service,” Trippi says. “All I did was play sports, entertaining the troops.” For nearly three entire years, Trippi played football for the Third Air Force and also baseball in highly competitive military leagues made up of teams consisting of both collegiate and professional players.

  By request of Georgia Senator Richard B. Russell, the US War Department released Trippi from the service on a “surplus and hardship” basis approximately a month into the 1945 football season. Promptly rejoining the Bulldogs, Trippi exhibited his Rose Bowl form. In a 34-0 victory over Florida, he rushed for 239 yards, which would stand as a single-game school record until finally broken 35 years later. In a 33-0 win over Georgia Tech, Trippi’s 323 passing yards and 384 yards of total offense set SEC single-game marks. Capping his junior year in the Oil Bowl, Trippi made a spectacular return of a punt for a 68-yard touchdown in a victory over Tulsa. The zig-zagging return, which was estimated to actually cover roughly 200 yards in distance, is still considered perhaps the greatest return of a punt or kick in the history of Georgia football.

  In his final year as a Bulldog, Trippi led Georgia to a perfect 11-0 season, including a victory over North Carolina in the Sugar Bowl. He was recipient of the Maxwell Award given to the best football player in the United States, while finishing runner-up for the Heisman Trophy.

  Although playing in the 1943 Rose Bowl was Trippi’s greatest thrill during his illustrious career, what was his greatest victory while in a Georgia uniform?

  “Beating Georgia Tech—all four times,” Trippi responds. “The teams I played on never lost to Georgia Tech, and I usually had a pretty good game against them each time.”

  Including as a member of the freshman squad, Trippi was a part of Georgia teams that outscored Georgia Tech 131 to 20. Remarkably, in four games against the Jackets, he passed for six touchdowns, rushed for five scores, made one touchdown reception, intercepted three passes, and scored four points via kicking.

  After graduating, Trippi was paid a $10,000 signing bonus to play for the Atlanta Crackers—a Class AA professional baseball team in the Southern Association. At the time, it was the most money ever given to a player for that particular level of baseball. After hitting .334 in 106 games for the Crackers, Trippi decided to play football again, becoming the NFL’s first $100,000 player. In nine seasons from 1947 through 1955 with the Chicago Cardinals, Trippi was responsible for a total of 53 touchdowns scored five different ways (rushing, passing, receiving, punt return, and interception return), while punting for an average of better than 40 yards per kick. The three-time All-Pro was eventually inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1968, or nine years after he was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame.

  While still playing in the NFL, Trippi was Georgia’s head baseball coach for two seasons. After retiring as a player, he stayed on with the Cardinals as an assistant coach for two years before returning to Athens in 1958, where he was a Georgia assistant for five seasons. In 1963, he rejoined the Cardinals, who had since moved to St. Louis, and was an assistant coach with the team for three years before retiring from football altogether.

  For nearly the past 50 years, Trippi has lived in Athens, where he has built a successful career in commercial property real estate. He and his wife, Peggy, have been married for 35 years, and they have six children from their previous marriages, 15 grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. “And, every last one of them comes [to my house] for dinner three times each year: Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas,” Trippi proudly says.

  On April 13, 2012, the city of Athens honored one of its most celebrated residents with “Charley Trippi Day.” Quarterback legend Fran Tarkenton, who played under Trippi when he was the Bulldogs’ offensive coordinator in the late 1950s, stated at a banquet, “Not only is Charley Trippi the greatest football player ever at the University of Georgia, I think he is the greatest football player ever to play in college.”

  Although his legendary college career consisted of only 30 games, Trippi has a lifetime of memories from his Bulldog playing days. Few of these can top when he and another Georgia legend formed a dynamic duo of a backfield in 1942. “Frank could break more tackles than anybody else I ever played with,” Trippi says of Sinkwich, who passed away in 1990. “He was a good friend and an outstanding football player; he was tough (raising a clutched fist)! I miss him . . .”

  For Charley Trippi, who has not returned to the site of the Rose Bowl since facing UCLA more than 70 years ago, there’s no question which of all of his games as a member of the Bulldogs was his most memorable. “Nothing can quite compare to the Rose Bowl,” he asserts. “Honestly, I just hated it when our game against UCLA ended; I didn’t want to leave the stadium. And, if they would’ve told us that we had to play another 60 minutes, I would have said, ‘gladly.’”


  Chapter 3

  ZIPPY

  MOROCCO

  GEORGIA vs. Texas A&M (Presidential Cup) –

  December 9, 1950

  
    
      	
        BIRTH DATE:

      
      	
        March 10, 1930

      
    

    
      	
        HOMETOWN :

      
      	
        Youngstown, Ohio
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