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  Introduction




   




   




  Picture framing consists of a set of simple skills—measuring, cutting mats, choosing and constructing frames, and putting all of the elements together. With practice, these skills are easy to learn, and they don’t require a lot of expensive equipment or a large workshop. For less than $100, you can mat and frame pictures at your kitchen table, if you like.




  But picture framing is also an art. The play of color and texture between mat, frame, and subject make the entire finished piece a work of art in its own right, and the possibilities are nearly endless for the different looks you can create with simple changes in mat or frame.




  It is the aim of this book to teach the basics of both the art and the craft of picture framing. It will give you a basic equipment list and outline the skills you will need to mat and frame photographs, paintings, and even needlework. It will teach you how to build kit frames and construct simple wooden picture frames. It will also cover framing stretched canvases and larger pieces, including how to safely hang them for display. Hopefully, this book will also lead you to experiment as you explore the artistic side of matting and framing, trying out new colors in your mats and different materials in your frames. You are encouraged to look for framed art whenever possible, to study these elements, and to determine what your own tastes are and how to bring them back to the worktable.
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  Materials




   




  M ost of the tools and equipment you will need to mat, mount, and frame for yourself can be purchased at your local craft shop or art supply store. Check your local phone directory for stores near you (also see Resources on page 101).




    Matting




  HANDHELD MAT CUTTER AND SPARE BLADES




  Available at most art supply shops, handheld mat cutters come in a variety of shapes and sizes. The model shown here, the Alto’s model 45, is designed to be used with a more complicated mat cutting system but works fine on its own. It costs around $35, but you can spend as little as $20 to get a service able handheld cutter. Better-quality cutters will have lines alongside the blade that make it easier to know where to start and end your cut. Spare blades come separately, usually in packs of five or six for around $2. Since having a sharp blade in your mat cutter is very important, be sure to purchase at least one pack.




  [image: image]




   




  TABLETOP MAT CUTTER




  Tabletop cutters allow for quicker, easier work when cutting mats, because the marking and measuring are simplified. Tabletop cutters are more expensive than handheld cutters, however, and many of those in the lower price ranges are fairly small and will not allow you to do larger projects. If you will be cutting smaller mats on a frequent basis, they are well worth the investment. Expect to pay $75 to $150 for a tabletop mat cutter of reasonable quality. You will also need spare blades.
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  T-SQUARE AND STRAIGHT EDGE




  Metal straight edges are best. Plastic, plain wood, and metal-edged wooden rulers are okay for measuring, but they may be dinged, nicked, or cut by the blade of the cutter and result in a crooked cut. Choose one with a non slip backing such as cork to prevent sliding.




  

    Your Workspace


    




     




    You don’t need a great deal of room to do your own matting and framing, nor do you need a specialized workshop area. A wide tabletop, big enough to allow your work to lay flat, is sufficient. For larger pieces of matboard, you can even use the floor. Remember to protect surfaces from the sharp edges of the cutting tools by doing your cutting on a cutting board or a thick piece of cardboard.
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  TAPE MEASURE




  It is handy to have a tape measure on hand for spot-checking measurements when you don’t want to lift your T-square or straight edge out of place.
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  UTILITY KNIFE AND SPARE BLADES




  Either a standard box-cutter utility knife or one with snap-off disposable blades is suitable. Both can be purchased at craft stores, hardware stores, and art supply shops, along with extra blades.
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  PENCIL




  A sharp pencil is needed for marking lines on the matboard. Have some scrap mat or paper handy for figuring measurements as well.
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  SINGLE-EDGE RAZOR BLADES




  Useful for finishing undercut mat corners. Razor blades should be handled with great care, and doubleedge blades should be avoided, because there is no dull edge to grasp with your fingers.
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  EMERY BOARD




  Can be used to lightly sand the rough edge of a mat if your blade is dull and you get a ragged cut. Can also be used to fix small tears hanging from the corners if the matboard does not fall away cleanly.
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  SOFT ERASER




  Can be used to burnish the inside bevel of the cut mat; also used to remove small smudges of dirt from the face of the mat or visible pencil lines from any part of the work.
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  MATBOARD




  Available from art supply stores and some framing shops in a variety of colors, matboard comes in standard-size sheets of 32 x 40 inches and 40 x 60 inches. The two major manufacturers of most matboard are Crescent and Bainbridge.




  There are a few different types of matboard generally available that are suitable for framing purposes. Decorative matboard, also called non-conservation matboard, is wood pulp that has been buffered by a chemical process to seal the acids into the interior of the board. The buffering process isn’t permanent, and with time the center core can yellow. There is also a potential for acid burn on the artwork if it comes into contact with the mat, and the mat or the artwork may eventually fade and turn brown. Decorative matboard is relatively inexpensive, costing around $8 for a standard 32 x 40 sheet at a framing supply store. If you are simply framing decorative pieces that are not intended to last more than about three years and that are not particularly valuable, decorative matboard is suitable, but it is recommended that you spend a few extra dollars and buy at least a conservation-quality matboard.
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  Conservation-quality matboard is any kind that is acidfree. It won’t stain or burn the artwork over time. There are a couple different grades of conservation matboard. Alpha cellulose matboard is a wood-pulp board that is pHneutralized. A standard sheet will cost around $10 to $12. Cotton rag matboard is made of 100 percent cotton fibers rather than manmade or wood-pulp materials. It is unbuffered and undyed and naturally acid-free, and it will not burn the work or fade with time. For this reason, it is used in the framing of museum pieces and valuable or rare historic documents. It is the most expensive type of conservation matboard, with a standard sheet costing somewhere around $16. For the purposes of a home framing project, regular conservation-quality materials serve just as well.




    Mounting




  FOAM BOARD




  Foam board is a piece of polystyrene sandwiched be tween sheets of paper. Generally, it is used for mounting artwork, although it can be used for matting and several varieties of colored foam board are available for this use. When cut with a beveled edge, the contrasting inner color adds a nice touch to the framed work. It comes in standard thicknesses of 1/8, 3/16, ¼, and 3/8 inches (3/16-inch is the most widely used). Acid-free foam board is readily available and is what you should use with all your projects. Foam board is not suitable for any framing or mounting technique which will expose it to temperatures in excess of 105 degrees F. Very light and rigid, it is ideal as mounting material for most projects, can be used as backing as well, and is easy to cut. It can be purchased in large sheets, similar to uncut matboard, at art supply and picture-framing supply stores for around $5 a sheet.
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  ACID-FREE DOUBLE-SIDED TAPE




  Used to hold matboards to backing material and in making multiple mats, acid-free double-sided tape is available in refillable rollers for around $8, or you can buy a disposable version for about $4 at art and photo supply stores. Be sure the packaging specifies it as “acid-free.” Acidic adhesives can damage and discolor matboard and can burn the artwork being framed. Larger professional-grade dispensers are also available for around $40, but the smaller versions work quite well for most home mounting and framing projects.
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  FILMOPLAST AND BURNISHER




  Filmoplast is an acid-free adhesive that works well for mounting and is available for around $8 at art supply shops. You will need some type of burnishing tool to use with it, since it needs to be thoroughly smoothed once in place. Even the back of a soup spoon will work.
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  PHOTO CORNERS




  Readily available in a variety of sizes at most craft stores and art supply shops, adhesive-backed photo corners work well for mounting artwork to backing material. Be sure the corners are acid-free. (Most are, because acid damages photographs as well.) A pack will cost around $3 or $4.
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  SPRAY ADHESIVE




  Spray adhesives are not reversible (the artwork cannot later be separated from the mount without harm); they are used for mounting things such as posters—larger works of limited value—and some photographs. They can be purchased at art supply and craft shops for around $7.
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  SAFETY MASK




  Because of the toxic nature of the fumes, it is recommended that you wear a safety mask (and work in a well-ventilated area or outdoors) when using spray adhesives. These can be found at most hardware stores and home-improvement retailers.
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  Mounting Needlework




  Mounting needlework is a specialized process that requires a few additional tools.
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  UPHOLSTERY THREAD AND NEEDLE




  Regular thread is not strong enough to hold the backing of a needlework mount together. The needle you use should be large enough to work with easily.
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  STRAIGHT PINS




  Large pins are used to anchor the corners of the mounted piece while the back is sewn.
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  Smaller straight pins are used to align the needlework along the sides to keep it straight while sewing.




   




  CRAFT SCISSORS




  You will need scissors to cut the upholstery thread.
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  RUBBER GLOVES




  These keep your needlework clean by protecting it from the oils on your hands. They also provide a little extra traction for your fingertips when you are aligning the cloth along the edges of the backing material.
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    Framing




  WOODEN FRAME KIT




  Wooden frames are available in easy-to-assemble kits at most art supply shops. A typical kit includes small contoured brads to hold the corners together. Sides of equal length are sold in pairs, allowing you to choose the size of your frame by purchasing the lengths you need. For example, for an 8 x 10 frame, you simply buy one pair of 8-inch pieces and one pair of 10-inch pieces. The price depends on the size, but for an 8 x 10-inch frame, the cost should be around $20 total.
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  METAL FRAME KIT




  Metal frame kits are also available at most art supply stores. Like the wooden frame kits, they come in paired packages, so to make an 8 x 10-inch frame, you’d buy one kit with 8-inch pieces and one with 10-inch pieces. Kits include the plates, screws, and other hardware needed to complete the frame. Price depends on size, with an 8 x 10 frame costing around $22.
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  WOODEN MOLDING




  If you wish to build your own frame, you can use wooden molding like that sold in home-improvement warehouses for cabinets and flooring, or you can purchase picture frame molding from framing suppliers. An 8-foot length of molding will cost between $8 and $16. Look for molding with a groove deep enough to hold the glass and matted artwork. Often, you can buy molding pre-stained, pre-painted, or pre-finished, making it a very simple task to put together and touch up the frame.
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  SCREWDRIVER




  You will need a slot-tip screwdriver to build a metal frame.
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  WOOD GLUE




  Used to hold wooden frames together.
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  HAMMER




  You can use a regular claw hammer, a balpeen hammer, or a smaller tack hammer for frame building. The smaller and more delicate the frame, the lighter the hammer you should use.
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  NAIL SET




  This tool allows you to sink the nails in your wooden frame below the surface of the wood, hiding them from sight.
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  NAILS




  Nails are used in wooden frames to keep the artwork and mount securely within the frame.
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  TOUCH-UP PENS




  These pens are used to hide lighter areas or spots that might give a chipped appearance to the finished frame. They come in a variety of shades, so matching the frame’s stain or paint shade isn’t difficult. They can be found at art supply stores and some homeimprovement retailers in the paint section.
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  TABLETOP MITER SAW




  This type of saw allows for the cutting of corners at an angle, making it possible to build frames with snug, mitered corners. Power saws like the one shown cost around $150 to $200. A miter box—the part of the tabletop saw that allows for angled cuts—and handsaw can be purchased for around $100. Handsaws tend to be harder to use, and they can leave chipped, rough corners. If you don’t plan to do enough woodworking to justify buying a saw, many lumber supply and home-improvement stores will cut molding to size for you for a nominal cost. Some craft stores and picture-framing professionals will do the same, also for a fee.
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  WOOD PUTTY AND PUTTY KNIFE




  You will need to fill the small nail holes in your frame. Wood putty comes in a variety of colors, so you can match just about any shade you choose. The putty knife makes getting a smooth finished surface easy.
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  SAFETY GOGGLES




  If you are going to use a miter saw or cut your own glass, you’ll need appropriate eye protection.
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  OFFSETS




  Framed and stretched canvasses are often thicker than the frame in which they are placed. In order to avoid damaging a canvas when securing it into the frame, offset fasteners like these are used. They are screwed into the frame and hold the canvas in place. They cost around $4 for a pack of 25 and are available in picture-framing supply shops.
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  PLIERS/WIRE CUTTERS




  Useful for straightening nails or glazing points, screwing in hanging hardware, and dealing with wire.
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  BACKING PAPER/DUST-COVER PAPER




  Available at framing supply stores, this simple brown paper is placed over the back of the framed artwork and secured into place to keep dust and dirt out of the finished frame. Specific brands may or may not be acid free. The paper comes in packs of sheets or in larger rolls. A pack of 25 sheets of acid-free 16 x 20-inch paper costs around $12. The rolls are more expensive, with a 300-foot roll costing about $40.
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  GLAZING POINTS




  Used to secure the backing material and matted artwork into place inside the frame, glazing points come in a variety of sizes and are easily driven into softer woods with a screwdriver or small tack hammer. They can be found at hardware stores for $6 per package of a couple hundred points.
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