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  Author’s Acknowledgements

  With his artistic skill, vast knowledge of entymology, and his proficiency in the art of fly tying, Taff Price helped make our first book the great success it is. The present book is our response to appeals from all over the world for a follow-up volume. Once again, Taff has played a vital part in the production. I count myself fortunate to have had his vast experience upon which to draw.

  Bev Harper-Smith is a very talented flytier whose flies are works of art and a delight to photograph. He tied some of the best flies in my first book, and I was very pleased when he agreed to tie all of the trout flies in this book. Only a few professional flytiers can ascend to his level, so he sets a standard of excellence at which most of us amateurs can only aim.

  When it came to tying the steelhead flies, I was fortunate to find Harry (Tex) Ranger, a highly talented amateur flytier who won both of the 1988 novice's awards, for trout and for salmon flies, awarded by the Fly Dressers Guild. He took up flyfishing and fly tying only three years ago, and already his work is of an admirable standard.

  This book is dedicated to my mother.

  Mike Dawes

  The success of The Flytier’s Manual made The Flytier’s Companion a natural progression, I was often approached by readers of the Manual why wasn’t there this traditional pattern or that pattern, when the book is being sold all over the world the patterns vary. The two books contain a very wide collection of flies that are fished in rivers in the two hemispheres and in travelling the world I have found traditional dry fly patterns everywhere. When I started to tie flies at a young age I was being brought up in chalkstream country where I studied conservation biology and have so many happy memories. Again I have to thank Taff Price for his excellent step-by-step drawings that make the book so complete.

  Mike Dawes

  Herefordshire England.
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  NYMPHS

  [image: images]

  Ardleigh Nymph

  This fly is a variation of the Pheasant Tail Nymph. It was created by Richard Connell, and it is reputed to be as successful on Ardleigh reservoir as the Grenadier is at Chew.

  Hook: Down-eyed 10-16

  Thread: Pre-waxed black

  Tail: Greenwell hackle fibres

  Body: Cock Pheasant tail fibres

  Rib: Fine oval gold tinsel

  Thorax: Peacock herl

  Hackle: Greenwell hen (light furnace)

  Head: Black
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  Take the tying thread down the shank to the bend and there tie in the fibres of Greenwell hackle. At the same point, tie in a length of fine oval gold tinsel and the cock Pheasant tail fibres.

  [image: images]

  Return the thread two-thirds of the way up the shank, then form the body by following with the cock Pheasant tail fibres. Secure and remove any surplus fibre. Now rib the body with the fine oval gold tinsel. At this point, tie in a couple of strands of Peacock herl.
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  Wind on the Peacock herl to form a round button-like thorax. Tie off and cut away any surplus herl. Finally wind on a collar hackle of Greenwell hen. Finish the fly in the usual way.
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  August Dun

  This pattern was created by Thomas Clegg, a pioneer in the use of fluorescent materials in fly dressing. It was tied to represent the nymph of the August or Autumn Dun (Ecdyonorus dispar) and it uses a body of bright-green fluorescent floss.

  Hook: Down-eyed 12-14

  Thread: Pre-waxed light green

  Tail: Yellow-dyed Guinea Fowl fibres

  Body: Signal-green fluorescent floss

  Rib: Copper wire

  Thorax: Blue-dun/olive fur (the original used monkey)

  Wingcase: Squirrel-tail hair

  Legs: The thorax hair picked out

  Head: Green

  This is a straightforward nymph pattern. Follow the instructions for the Butcher Nymph.
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  Baddow Special

  This pattern was created by John Poole and first used on Hanningfield Reservoir in Essex. It is used as a Damsel larva imitation but can also double as a Caddis larva of sorts.

  Hook: Down-eyed 8-12 long shank

  Thread: Pre-waxed black

  Tail: Green fluorescent wool

  Body: Peacock herl

  Rib: Gold or silver wire

  Hackle: White cock

  Head: Black
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  Take the thread down the shank to the bend and tie in a tuft of the green fluorescent wool for the tail. At the same point tie in the gold or silver wire for the rib and about three strands of Peacock herl for the body.
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  Return the thread back up the shank and follow with the Peacock herl. Secure and remove any surplus herl. Wind on the rib, tie off, and remove any surplus material.
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  Wind on a white cock hackle.

  This fly can be pre-weighted with lead wire if so desired.
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  Barrie Welham Nymph

  The original name of this fly was the BW Nymph, thus christened because it was tied with brown wool. By coincidence the letters are the same as the originator’s initials and over a period of time the fly became known as the Barrie Welham. It is a useful broad-spectrum pattern for both stream and still water and is especially effective during a buzzer rise.

  Hook: Down-eyed 10-12

  Thread: Pre-waxed black

  Tail: Fluorescent red and yellow floss silk

  Body: Brown wool

  Rib: Fine oval gold tinsel

  Breathing filaments: White cock-hackle fibres

  Head: Black
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  Take the thread down the shank to the bend and tie in a short tuft of the fluorescent red and yellow floss silk. At the same point tie in a length of the fine oval gold tinsel.
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  Return the thread up the shank and tie in a length of the brown wool and a tuft of white cock-hackle fibres. (The hackle fibres can be tied in after the body has been wound if you want to allow them to slope back over the back, but if you require them to be a little more realistic, tie the fibres in at this stage. They will subsequently appear to be more like the natural breathing filaments of a Chironomid midge pupa).
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  Wind the wool down the body and back again and follow this with the fine oval gold tinsel. Tie off and trim away any surplus material. Form a small neat head, whip finish, and varnish.
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  Black Marabou Pupa

  Taff Price tied this pattern because he wanted a pupa pattern with a little more integral life. Marabou feather is highly mobile and the slightest twitch on the line pulsates the fly in a most enticing manner.

  Hook: Down-eyed 10-16

  Thread: Pre-waxed black

  Tail: Black Marabou

  Body: Dubbed black Marabou (if a smoother body is desired use floss silk)

  Rib: Oval silver tinsel

  Thorax: Bronze Peacock herl

  Breathing filaments: White cock-hackle fibres

  Head: Black
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  Take the thread down the shank to the bend and tie in a tuft of the black Marabou for the tail, which in essence is an extension of the body. At the same point tie in a length of the oval silver tinsel for the rib. Dub some Marabou feather onto the tying thread.
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  Return the dubbed thread two-thirds of the way up the shank to form the body. Rib the body with the oval silver tinsel. Secure and cut off any surplus. Tie in a few fibres of bronze Peacock herl. On top of the hook tie in a bunch of white cock-hackle fibres so that they project over the eye.
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  Form the thorax with the Peacock herl and secure. Remove any surplus herl. Form a neat head and varnish. Trim the white cock-hackle fibres.
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  Bloodworm

  The larval stage of the Chironomid midge has many imitations. This one, by Roger Fogg, is a simple pattern to tie and represents the species of the larva that has a high haemoglobin factor.

  Hook: Sedge or grub hook 10-12

  Thread: Pre-waxed red

  Body: Flat red tinsel (Lurex)

  Rib: Oval or round red tinsel

  Thorax: Scarlet seal’s fur or substitute

  Head: Red
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  Take the thread down the shank to the point shown and there tie in a length of oval or round red tinsel for the rib. Note that the dressing goes right around the bend of the hook. Return the thread back up the shank and there tie in a length of the flat red tinsel.
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  Form the body by winding the flat red tinsel down the shank and back again. Follow with the rib. Secure and cut off any surplus. Dub the scarlet seal’s fur onto the thread.
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  Form the thorax by winding the fur-laden thread around the shank. Finish with a small head, whip finish, and varnish.
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  Blue Winged Olive Nymph

  There are a number of nymphs tied to represent the larval stage of the mayfly known as the Blue Winged Olive (Ephemerella ignita). This particular pattern is an American nymph used to imitate such native species as Drunella flavilinea and other Ephemerella.

  Hook: Down-eyed 10-16

  Thread: Pre-waxed olive

  Tail: Lemon Wood Duck flank fibres

  Body: Olive seal’s fur or substitute

  Rib: Brown silk

  Thorax: Olive seal’s fur or substitute

  Hackle: Brown Partridge hackle

  Wingcase: Grey Goose or Duck wing quill slip

  Head: Olive

  Follow the instructions for the Water Tiger and substitute with the appropriate materials.
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  Booby Nymph

  This pattern was created by Gordon Fraser, the Leicestershire nymph specialist, and is generally used with a sinking line. The buoyancy provided by the polystyrene beads allows the fly to swim above the bottom. When used with a floating line, it can still take its share of trout in the surface film, because it is practically unsinkable. This fly can be tied in a number of different colours. Any type of nymph can be adorned with these polystyrene beads.

  Hook: Down-eyed 8-10 long shank

  Thread: Pre-waxed orange

  Tail: Orange Marabou

  Body: Orange seal’s fur or substitute

  Rib: Gold or silver tinsel

  Head: Two polystyrene beads
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  Cut out a small piece of white nylon (stockings or tights) and form a little bag into which the polystyrene beads are placed. Tie the bag at the front of the hook. The two balls are separated by a figure-of-eight whip.

  [image: images]

  Take the thread down the shank to the bend and tie in a bunch of orange Marabou. This gives movement to the fly. At the same place, tie in the ribbing tinsel. Dub the thread with some orange seal’s fur.
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  Take the fur-laden thread down the shank to form the body, then follow this with the ribbing tinsel. Secure the rib and finish off the fly behind the polystyrene beads.
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Butcher Nymph

  This pattern is a nymph-shaped version of the classic wet Butcher. The difference lies in the fact that the wing on the original has been substituted for a wingcase, and a thorax of black fur is added to enhance the nymphal shape. This fly is an attractor pure and simple.

  Hook: Down-eyed 8-14

  Thread: Pre-waxed black

  Tail: Scarlet cock-hackle fibres

  Body: Flat silver tinsel or Lurex

  Rib: Fine oval silver tinsel

  Thorax: Black fur

  Wingcase: Black feather fibre (e.g. Crow)

  Hackle: Black hen

  Head: Black
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  Take the thread down the shank to the bend and tie in a bunch of the scarlet cock-hackle fibres for the tail. At the same place tie in a length of fine oval silver tinsel for the rib.
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  Return the thread up the shank and tie in a length of the flat silver tinsel or Lurex.
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  Wind the flat tinsel or Lurex down the shank and back. Tie off. Follow with the oval silver tinsel. Tie this off too, and cut off any surplus.
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  Tie in a slip of Crow feather fibre and dub some black fur onto the tying thread.

  [image: images]

  Form a thorax with the dubbed thread and take the Crow feather fibre back over the back, tie off, and cut off any surplus feather.
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  Finally wind on a black hen hackle, whip finish, and varnish.
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  Caddis Pupa

  This particular pattern uses the Swannundaze plastic strip for the body (see Swannundaze Stonefly Larva). This material is excellent for forming the natural segmentation of an insect’s body.

  Hook: Caddis hook

  Thread: Pre-waxed brown

  Underbody: Green Mylar or Lurex

  Overbody: Clear Swannundaze

  Thorax & Legs: Red squirrel underfur and guard hairs dubbed on and then picked out to simulate legs

  Head: Brown
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  Take the thread down the shank and around the bend of the hook. There tie in a strip of green Mylar or Lurex and a length of clear Swannundaze.

  [image: images]

  Form the abdomen by first returning the thread to the point shown in the drawing and then following with the green underbody material. Tie off and cut away surplus. Now wind the Swannundaze over the underbody. Tie off and remove any surplus. Dub the squirrel fur onto the thread.
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  Wind on the fur-laden thread towards the eye. Finish off the fly in the usual manner, then pick out some of the squirrel-fur fibres to form the legs.
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  Damsel Wiggle Nymph

  This style of jointed fly was popularized by Swisher, Richards and Whitlock in the United States and by John Goddard in Great Britain. The most recent innovation in the design of the jointed fly is a new pattern for hoppers devised by Gary LaFontaine. Even small minnow lures can be easily devised in the same way. The most important characteristic of all these flies is the integral mobility provided by the jointed hook.

  Hook: Ring-eyed 10-12 long shank and down-eyed 8-10

  Thread: Olive

  Tail: Olive cock-hackle tips

  Body: Olive seal’s fur or substitute

  Rib: Fine silver tinsel, flat or oval

  Thorax: Dark-olive seal’s fur or substitute

  Wingcase: Dyed brown Turkey tail or cock Pheasant centre-tail fibres

  Hackle: Olive cock

  Head: Olive

  This fly is tied in two parts: the abdomen and the thoracic part.
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  Starting with the long-shank hook, take the thread down the shank to the bend and tie in three cock-hackle tips. At the same point, tie in the ribbing tinsel. Dub the olive seal’s fur onto the tying thread.
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  Take the fur-laden thread back down the shank to form the abdomen. Follow with the ribbing tinsel. Finish off with a whip finish and varnish. Shear off the bend portion of the hook. The lower drawing shows the sheared-off hook from above.
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  Place the second hook (normal-shanked) in the vice. Take the tying thread down the shank to the bend and tie in a length of jointing material, such as piano wire, monofilament nylon, or Kevlar thread.
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  Slip the first hook onto the jointing medium, and whip the end of the medium back over the shank of the second hook. A coat of adhesive helps to secure.
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  When the hook shank is dry, take the tying thread back down the shank to the bend and tie in a strip of the Turkey feather or cock Pheasant centre-tail for the wingcase. Dub the dark-olive seal’s fur onto the tying head.
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  Take the fur-laden thread up the shank to form the thorax, and then tie in an olive cock hackle.
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  Bring the wingcase feather over the back, secure, and cut off any surplus. Finish the fly in the usual way.
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  Dark Grey Larva

  This American pattern imitates the larval stage of the caddis or sedge family (Trichoptera). There are many patterns in use today to imitate the larva and the pupa forms of these important flies.

  Hook: Down-eyed 10-14

  Thread: Pre-waxed brown

  Body: Hare’s ear

  Rib: Fine gold wire

  Hackle: Brown Partridge

  Thorax: Dark-brown fur

  Head: Brown
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  Take the thread down the shank to the bend and tie in a length of the fine gold wire. Dub the fur onto the thread.
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  Take the fur-laden thread up the shank to form the body. Follow this with the fine gold wire. Now tie in a few fibres of brown Partridge beneath the hook to simulate legs.

  [image: images]

  Dub some dark-brown fur onto the tying thread and wind it around the shank to form a thorax. Complete the fly as usual.
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  Footballer

  This imitation of the Chironomid midge pupa was devised by Geoffrey Bucknall. It gets its name from the black-and-white striped effect of the natural creature’s abdomen, which looks like a footballer’s jersey. The original fly used horsehair as the body medium. More recently, black-and-white monofilament nylon has been used. The fly is usually fished in or just under the surface.

  Hook: Down-eyed 12-16

  Thread: Pre-waxed black or grey

  Body: Alternate bands of black and white horsehair

  Thorax: Mole fur

  Head: Peacock herl
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  Take the thread down the shank and past the bend as shown. There tie in a length of black and a length of white horsehair.
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  Return the thread back along the shank and follow it with even alternate bands of the horsehair. Secure and cut off any surplus horsehair. Dub a small pinch of mole fur onto the tying thread.
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  Wind on the fur-laden thread to form the thorax and then tie in a strand of Peacock herl.
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  Wind on the herl to form the head and complete the fly in the usual way.
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  Green Beast

  A green version of the Water Tiger, this pattern was devised by Alan Pearson for reservoir rainbows. It is generally tied weighted and fished close to the bottom.

  Hook: Down-eyed 8 long shank

  Thread: Green

  Tail: Grass-green cock-hackle fibres

  Body: Grass-green floss silk

  Rib: Fine silver wire

  Hackle: Brown Partridge

  Head: Green
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  Take the thread down to the bend and tie in the grass-green cock-hackle fibres for the tail. Also tie in the fine silver wire for the rib. Return the thread up the shank and tie in a length of the grass-green floss silk.
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  Form the body by winding the floss silk down the hook and back again. The body should have a nicely tapered shape. When the body is tied, wind on the rib.
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  Strip the fibres from one side of a brown Partridge hackle and tie the hackle in by the tip on top of the hook. Wind the hackle on. Finish the fly in the usual way, with a neat head and a whip finish.
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  Green Insect

  The original Green Insect utilized green Peacock herl for the body. In this modern version green fur dubbing is used. This fly can be used as a wet or a dry pattern. In smaller sizes it is considered to be a favourite pattern for grayling. This version, if weighted, makes a very good nymph pattern for still-water trout.

  Hook: Down-eyed 10-14

  Thread: Pre-waxed black or green

  Body: Green seal’s fur or substitute

  Rib: Fine silver tinsel or wire

  Hackle: Blue-dun

  Head: Green
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  Take the thread down the shank to the bend and tie in a length of the tinsel or wire. Dub some green seal’s fur or substitute onto the thread.
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  Wind the dubbed thread down the shank to form a carrot-shaped body.
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  Wind on the tinsel or wire. Finally wind on a blue-dun hen or soft cock hackle. (For the dry version use a stiff blue-dun cock hackle).
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  Green Larva

  Chironomid larvae live in the mud but leave this sanctuary to replenish their oxygen supply in the more heavily oxygenated levels of the water. It is then that they receive the attention of the trout. This pattern of John Goddard’s is a sister pattern to his Red Larva.

  Hook: Down-eyed 8-12 long shank

  Thread: Pre-waxed olive or green

  Tail: A strip of dyed olive green Goose feather

  Body: Olive-dyed feather herl (Condor substitute)

  Rib: Green fluorescent floss silk

  Thorax: Buff-coloured feather herl (Condor substitute)

  Head: Olive

  The Condor is a protected bird, and therefore its feathers are unavailable for fly tying. It is more usual to use a substitute. The normal substitutes sold are dyed Goose quills, which make no difference to the overall appearance of the fly.
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  Take the thread down the shank to the bend and there tie in a strip of the dyed olive-green Goose feather for the tail, which must be long and curved to be effective in the water. At the same point tie in a length of olive-dyed feather herl for the body and a length of the green fluorescent floss silk for the rib.
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  Return the thread back along the shank. Form the body by winding the olive-dyed feather herl up the shank. Follow this with the ribbing silk, tie off, and cut away any surplus. Now tie in a length of the buff-coloured feather.
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  Form a throax of sorts with the buff herl and tie off. Form a neat, head, whip finish, and varnish.
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Greenwell Nymph

  There are a number of dressings for this nymph version of the famous Greenwell’s Glory. This fly is an imitation of the nymphs of the Large, Medium, and Small Olives (depending on the hook size used).
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