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Judy in Strike Up The Band (1940): The “(I Ain’t Got) Nobody (And Nobody’s Got Me)” number in the library, surrounded by books full of information. (Courtesy of Photofest.)




Introduction


“I was born to sing and try to take people’s minds off their troubles for awhile . . . if I can.”—Judy Garland, May 10, 1964


“I’ve been working for 43 years. If I’d been as ill or as sick as they’ve printed, I wouldn’t have been able to be working for 43 years. So I think it’s time to put an end to all of this foolishness.”—Judy Garland, March 6, 1967


“I’d like to explain myself a little. So much of the past that has been written about me, has been so completely, just ‘authored’: not even correct. . . . I think that the nicest thing to say is that I enjoy my work, that I’m a very happy woman, a very healthy woman, and that I look forward to my shows every night, and am having a marvelous life. I’ve had press agents that I’ve paid, to whom I’ve said ‘Why don’t they put that in a magazine?’ And they’ve said ‘No, they’re not interested in that. That’s not news. You have to do something terrible.’ I don’t believe you do. I think it might be awfully smashing news for people to find out that I’m a very contented, healthy, happy woman.”—Judy Garland, August 1967


For much of the time that Judy was with us (nearly twelve days into her forty-seventh year), she was misunderstood. Her passing, and the years that have followed, have only improved the scenario somewhat. As an example of this, I am reminded of one of her many “comebacks” after she passed away, when she was the darling of the book publishing industry in 1975. One of the three major tomes released that year featured a cover photo of Judy in her most famous movie role. While I was looking through it in the store, a lad even younger than I said to his friend while pointing at my book—“Hey, it’s Dorothy! . . . She killed herself, didn’t she?” I had to suppress the urge to clobber him with the hefty, near–coffee-table size volume (well, it was a hardcover, and would have done a bit too much damage), until I quickly realized the kid had simply stated the two things everyone thought they knew about her.


Judy Garland was not about either of those two images. In actuality, she was one of the strongest, most aware, in-tune, intelligent, warmest, wittiest, wisest, sophisticated, and drop-dead funniest human beings. I realize this is not the image of Judy the world favors—preferring to see her as victim, instead of as the ultimate survivor—but anyone willing to do the research would find another Garland not usually spoken about. This Judy is the one who overcame one obstacle after another in order to spend the last forty-five of her forty-seven years sharing her gifts with the world. Working nearly non-stop, she produced a body of work perhaps unequaled in the entertainment industry: forty films; sixty TV shows; 100 single recordings and a dozen albums; several hundred radio shows; and easily 1,500 concert, nightclub, theatre, charity, military, and vaudeville performances.


To show the span of Judy’s career (starting in the era of silent films, and ending at the time of 70mm stereo movies, color television, and man walking on the moon), one need only realize that Judy worked with everyone: from 1920s crooner Rudy Vallee to 1960s rocker Johnny Rivers; from 1930s singer Allan Jones to his son, singer Jack Jones, of “The Love Boat Theme” fame; and from legendary comedian Fanny Brice to today’s superstar-legend who portrayed her on stage and screen, Barbra Streisand. That’s an astounding body of work, and a length of time spent in a fleeting business, for a so-called “unreliable” performer. It might surprise many to realize that the longest period Judy did not work—other than before and after the three times she gave birth—was a six-month period in 1966–1967, and that was only due to tax problems with the IRS. Judy Garland lived to sing, as her daughter Lorna Luft once explained. It’s easy to accept this statement, and to believe that her life was about her art and not her tribulations, when looking at her life closely.


This book presents that close look by presenting a record of Judy’s existence on nearly a day-to-day basis. Yes, the hospitals and husbands are mentioned, but only in the context of her life and art, and not the other way around. It should become clear that, yes, the lady “lived” . . . but mostly . . . the woman worked. As we’re looking at her life as it unfolded, we’ll also get to read Judy’s own thoughts from interviews she gave over the years, and also how contemporary critics—who often aren’t respected unless they’re ripping someone apart—fell all over themselves for nearly forty-five years to praise the gifts of France Ethel Gumm/Judy Garland—the gifts of incomparable Voice, Heart, and Soul—from 1924, until only three months before her passing in 1969.


As an added “bonus,” there’s a brief summary of the career highlights hit after her passing, as well as a recommendation for collecting on CDs and videos, her work . . . her Legacy . . . THE LEGEND’S LEGACY.


There is no doubt that due to this rich legacy of work she left the world, her impact will continue for all time. New generations keep watching The Wizard of Oz, fall in love with Dorothy, and want to see more of her. The world has recently changed and undergone several horrific tragedies. There are fewer things of which we can be certain. Yet, along with knowing that our country and the world will survive, it can also be stated as fact that, as the star of the one movie seen by more people than any other in movie history, Judy Garland will live forever.




1922


June 10, 1922, 5:30 a.m.: Judy was born as Frances Ethel Gumm, in Grand Rapids, Minnesota. Frances was delivered by Dr. H. E. Binet of Grand Rapids, at Itasca Hospital. Weight at birth was 7 pounds. (Frances was brought home to the Gumm house, at the corner of Second and Fourth Streets; the residence is currently being restored by the Itasca County Historical Society in Grand Rapids.) (Frances’s birth certificate lists her father’s occupation as “Movie House Manager,” and her mother as “Housewife.”)


July 19, 1922, 10 a.m.: Frances was baptized at the Episcopal Church by the rector, Robert Arthur Cowling, of Hibbing. Godfather: Ted Toren; Godmothers: Jenny Toren and Mrs. Arnold Wickman. Baptism noted in July 19, 1922 edition of The Herald-Review, Grand Rapids, Minnesota’s local newspaper.


1923


June 10, 1923: Frances’s first birthday.


December 1923: Frances’s first noted/known performance. At the age of only one-and-a-half, she sang “Jingle Bells” in her sister’s neighborhood talent show.


No other performances noted for this year.


1924


Spring 1924: Mary Jane and Virginia Gumm (Frances’s sisters) put on a circus in their garage. Frances was in the sideshow with another girl as Siamese twins. Later, Frances sang “Tie Me To Your Apron Strings Again.”


May or June 1924: Frances’s “formal” public-singing debut: Itasca Dry Goods Company, annual Style Show, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


June 10, 1924: Frances’s second birthday.


December 26, 1924: Frances’s theatrical (and thus “official”) stage debut, age two-and-a-half, at her father’s movie house, “The New Grand Theater,” in Grand Rapids, Minnesota, during the evening performance. (The Grand Rapids Herald-Review of December 24, 1924, had announced that the performance would feature “‘Baby Frances, two years of age.”) Frances’s segment of the show opened with “When My Sugar Walks Down The Street,” which she sang with her sisters (and would later film the number for the “Born In A Trunk” sequence of A Star Is Born in 1954; though the song would be cut from the film. The footage can be seen on the DVD of the film from Warner Home Video); Frances then performed a tap-dance routine (during a three-song segment by her sisters). Following this routine, Frances reappeared for her solo, “Jingle Bells,” which she proceeded to sing several times, until her father carried her off-stage, still singing and ringing her little bell, to the audience’s roar. (Even then she wanted to “Sing ‘em all, and stay all night!”) Back stage she exclaimed: “I wanna sing some more!”
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“There’s no place like home.” In her own backyard: Frances Ethel Gumm, Grand Rapids, Minnesota, 1924, age two. (Courtesy of Photofest.)


December 31, 1924: Frances’s first review was published, in The Herald-Review of Grand Rapids, Minnesota, covering her December 26 debut:




Herald-Review: “Gumm Children Please” (Headline): “The three young daughters of Mr. And Mrs. Frank Gumm delighted a large audience at the New Grand theater last Friday night with 20 minutes of singing and dancing. . . . The work of Frances, the two-year-old baby, was a genuine surprise. The little girl spoke and sang so as to be heard by everyone in the house and she joined in the dancing both alone and with her older sisters. The audience expressed their appreciation of the work of all three girls by vigorous applause.”





1925


January 3, 1925: “The Gumm Sisters” perform at a private party for Alice King, held at the home of W.C. Tyndall, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


January 30, 1925: Frances interrupts an Amateur Night, at the New Grand Theater, by repeating her performance from the month before (Christmas Eve 1924)—singing chorus after chorus of “Jingle Bells.” When she came on again at the finale of this show, the audience declared her the winner, though her father, as owner of the theater, would not allow her to accept the award.


March 7, 1925: “The Gumm Sisters” perform at a private birthday party for Laverne Mueller, at the Mueller home, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


March 29, 1925: Frances’s debut as a solo performer—two-and-three-quarters years old—New Grand Theater, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


March 31, 1925 or April 1, 1925 (Both dates have been noted): Itasca Dry Goods Company show; Grand Rapids, Minnesota. Frances danced and modeled children’s wear.


May 23, 1925: “The Gumm Sisters”; the New Grand Grand Rapids, Minnesota. (It is believed that the girls appeared in The Kinky Kids Parade, impersonating Al Jolson, in blackface.)


(Between 1924 and 1926, The Gumms would frequently appear in nearby towns such as Virginia, Hibbing, and Cohasset, as well as other theaters in Deer River, and Coleraine.)


June 7, 1925: “The Gumm Family” performed at a picnic at Pokegema Lake, Minnesota.


June 10, 1925: Frances’s third birthday.


July 15, 1925: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Lyceum Theater, in Deer River, Minnesota. (This was Frances’s first theatrical/legitimate professional performance outside of Grand Rapids, Minnesota, and most likely her first “paying” engagement, as her other “theater” appearances had all been at her father’s “New Grand.” It is at this point that one might consider Frances a “professional” performer, although it would still be some time before her family—her mother in particular—would pursue “the show business” for Judy, with any real drive or planning. Although, according to her sisters, Judy knew at the age of two-and-a-half just what she wanted to be when she grew up: “the world greatest entertainer,” naturally!)


August 20, 1925: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at a picnic at Pokegema Lake, Minnesota.


August 21, 1925: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at a party for Frances’s sisters, Mary Jane and Virginia Gumm, held at the Gumm home, in Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


October 26, 1925: Frances performed at the Degree of Honor District Convention, Oddfellows Hall, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


October 30, 1925: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the First Annual Merchants Fall Festival, Legion Hall, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


December 24, 1925 to December 26, 1925: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the New Grand Theater, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


1926


January 1, 1926: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the New Grand Theater, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


January 9, 1926: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Garden Theater, Hibbing, Minnesota.


February 10, 1926: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Grand Rapids Women’s Club Benefit for Permanent Boys and Girls Scout Camp Fund, held at the New Grand Theater, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


February 22, 1926: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the seventeenth anniversary of the Canisteo Lodge #271 and Washington’s Birthday Dance, Masonic Order, Coleraine, Minnesota.


March 26, 1926: Frances appeared at the Second Annual Spring Style Show, held at the Itasca Dry Goods Store, Grand Rapids, Minnesota. (According to the review in The Independent newspaper, possibly written by her father Frank Gumm, Frances emerged from a large hatbox, and danced the Charleston.)


April 24, 1926: “The Gumm Sisters” sang at a Weiner and Marshmallow Roast, at the Big Spring, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


April 30, 1926 to May 1, 1926: Frances performed with her entire family, under the stage name “Jack and Virginia Lee and Kiddies,” the Garick Theater, Virginia, Minnesota.


May 13, 1926 to May 14, 1926: “The Gumm Sisters” performed between the two acts of the Annual Spring Play, Adam and Eve, at the Grand Rapids High School auditorium in Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


May 14, 1926: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the New Grand Theater, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


May 28, 1926 to May 29, 1926: Frances and her family did their stage act, “Jack and Virginia Lee and Kiddies,” the Grand Theater, Bemidji, Minnesota.


June 8, 1926 to July 17, 1926: Gumm family working/vacation trip to California. (The Gumms played in the following towns along the way: Devil’s Lake, North Dakota; Harve, Shelby, Whitefish, and Kalispell, Montana; Idaho; Cashmere and Leavenworth, Washington; then they vacationed in Seattle; Portland; and San Francisco before they continued their vacationing in Los Angeles. During what could be considered the first real “tour” of her career, Frances performed “In A Little Spanish Town,” in Egyptian costume.) Engagements were as follows (note slight variations in the family’s “billing”):


June 9, 1926: “Jack and Virginia and Three Little Lees,” the Grand Theater, Devil’s Lake, North Dakota. (This was Judy’s first time on an actual stage outside her home town of Grand Rapids, Minnesota, one day before her fourth birthday.)


June 10, 1926: Frances’ fourth birthday.


June 13, 1926: “Jack and Virginia Lee and Three Kiddies,” the Lyric Theater, Harve, Montana


June 14, 1926: “Jack and Virginia Lee with Three Little Lees,” the Liberty Theater, Shelby, Montana.


June 17, 1926: “Jack and Virginia Lee and Three Little Lees,” the Liberty Theater, Kalispell, Montana.


June 18, 1926 to June 19, 1926: “Jack and Virginia Lee and Three Little Lees,” the Orpheum Theater, Whitefish, Montana.


June 21, 1926: “Jack and Virginia Lee and The Three Little Lees,” the Royal Theater, Cashmere, Washington.


June 22, 1926: “Jack and Virginia Lee and Three Kiddies,” the Liberty Theater, Leavenworth, Washington.


July 10, 1926: Judy’s first performance in California: the Earlanger’s Mason Theater, Los Angeles, California. Special Saturday Afternoon Kiddies Matinee, at which “The Gumm Sisters” performed. (The theater was presenting the show Topsy and Eva starring the Duncan Sisters, the act that had inspired the Gumm Sisters. The Duncan Sisters were so impressed with the Gumms—especially Frances—that they insisted the family keep in touch with them.)


July 17, 1926: The Gumm family returned home to Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


July 25, 1926: Frances and her sisters performed at Kom-on-in Beach, at Trout Lake, Minnesota (by the campfire).


August 23, 1926: Frances and her sisters performed at a party for Mr. and Mrs. Harry Glyer, held at the Gumm home.


August 26, 1926: Frances and her sisters performed at a TaffyPull, given for Beverly Delaney, at the Gumm home.


August 28, 1926 to August 29, 1926: “The Three Little Gumm Girls” performed at the New Grand Theater, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


September 4, 1926: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Farmers Club, Wendago, Minnesota.


October 3, 1926: Frances and her sisters performed at a dinner given for the Gumm family, at the home of Sadie Messer, Swan River, Minnesota.


October 4, 1926: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Annual District Convention, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


October 8, 1926 to October 10, 1926: “The Gumm Family” performed together for the last time on the stage of their theater (as they decided to move to California), in “Gala Farewell Shows.” (These would be Frances’s last appearances on the first stage on which she had ever appeared).


October 13, 1926: “The Gumm Family” performed at a Costume Bridge Party held for the Gumm family, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. R.D. Burgess, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


October 14, 1926: Frances and her sisters performed at the Episcopal Guild Church Dinner for the Gumm Family, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


October 15, 1926: Frances and her sisters performed at a Halloween Bridge Party, held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


October 17, 1926: “The Gumm Family” performed at a George O’Brien Dinner, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


October 20, 1926: (Afternoon): Frances and her sisters performed at a party given in their honor by Carrie Mueller, at the Mueller home, Grand Rapids, Minnesota. (Evening): Frances and her sisters performed at a Bridge Dinner, held at the home of Mr. Hugh Logan, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


October 21, 1926: “The Gumm Family” performed at a dinner held at the home of the Bassard Family, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.


October 24, 1926: “The Gumm Family” gave their last known performance in Grand Rapids, when they performed at a bridge party held at the home of the Powers Family.


October 27, 1926: Gumms leave Grand Rapids, Minnesota, to move to Los Angeles, California.


November 1926 to April 1927: The Gumms lived at 3154 Glen Manor, in the Atwater district of Los Angeles. During this time, “The Gumm Sisters” made an appearance at the Biltmore Hotel (earning 50 cents each), and joined the Meglin Kiddies (a.k.a. The Ethel Meglin Dance Studio/Booking Agency).


December 1926: Around Christmas, “The Gumm Sisters” were three of the “100 Clever Children in the Twinkletoe Kiddie Revue,” at Loew’s State on Broadway, in Los Angeles.


1927


February 26, 1927: “The Gumm Family” performed at The Order of the Eastern Star Annual Ball, Shrine Civic Auditorium, Los Angeles, California.


March 1927: The Gumm family moved to Lancaster, California, living at 1207 Cedar Street, in Newgrove. Their phone number was: Lancaster 1101. At this time, Frank bought and began managing the Lancaster Theater.


March 17, 1927: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Al Malaikah Temple Shrine Luncheon, The Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles, California.


April 24, 1927: “The Gumm Family” performed at the Order of the Eastern Star Charity Ball, held at The Shrine Civic Auditorium, Los Angeles, California.


May 4, 1927: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Kiwanis Club Meeting, Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles, California.


May 11, 1927: “The Gumm Family” performed at the All Souls Church Mississippi Flood Food Benefit, Wilshire Masonic Hall, Los Angeles, California.


May 21, 1927 and May 22, 1927: (matinee and 9 p.m.): The family’s first performances at their new theater, “The New Lancaster Theater”: “The Gumm Sisters” (Frank and Ethel are on the bill also) perform “Bye, Bye, Blackbird”; “When The Red, Red Robin Comes Bob, Bob, Bobbin’ Along”; and “In A Little Spanish Town.”




The local newspaper the Ledger-Gazette stated: “The little daughters completely won the hearts of the audience with their songs and dances.”





June 10, 1927: Frances’s fifth birthday.


July 3, 1927 and July 4, 1927: “The Gumm Family”, Lancaster Theater. The family sang “Rocky Mountain Moonlight,” written by Ethel.


July 17, 1927: The first solo billing of “Frances Ethel Gumm,” Lancaster Theater, Lancaster, California.


August 28, 1927 to August 29, 1927: “The Three Little Gumm Girls,” the New Lancaster Theater, Lancaster, California.


October 9, 1927, or October 14, 1927: “The Gumm Family,” Antelope Valley Fair, Lancaster.


October 22, 1927: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Los Angeles Express “Better Babies” Entry Party, Los Angeles, California.


November 22, 1927 to November 23, 1927: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Valley Theater (The new name for Frank Gumm’s theater.)


December 2, 1927: “The Gumm Sisters,” Valley Theater, Lancaster. Frances solos during the show (known as the “Kinky Kid Parade”), and includes her impression of Al Jolson singing “Mammy” while in blackface.


December 4, 1927 to December 5, 1927: “The Gumm Sisters,” Valley Theater, Lancaster.


December 17, 1927: Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, Lancaster Grammar School. (Frances played one of the dwarfs.)


December 25, 1927: “The Gumm Sisters,” the Valley Theater.


1928


January 1, 1928 to January 2, 1928: “The Gumm Family” performed at their Valley Theater, Lancaster.


February 28, 1928 to February 29, 1928: The Lancaster Department Store Spring Style Show (a.k.a. Mrs. Wheeler’s Dancing School Style Show), the Valley Theater, Lancaster, California. (Frances Ethel Gumm and Alberta Gustoff performed in the “Tin Soldier Dance.”)


March 2, 1928: “The Gumm Family” performed at the cast party for The First Year, held at their home, Lancaster, California.


March 18, 1928 to March 19, 1928: “The Gumm Family” performed at their Valley Theater, Lancaster.


March 19, 1928: Frances and her sisters perform at a dinner for the Devine Family, held at the Gumm home, Lancaster.


March 23, 1928: “The Gumm Family” performed at their Valley Theater, Lancaster.


March 27, 1928: Frances and her sisters perform at a birthday party for their father, Frank Gumm, at the Gumm home in Lancaster.


April 13, 1928: Frances and her sisters perform at a party for Jerry and Dyna Valry, held at the Gumm family home in Lancaster.


May 2, 1928 to May 4, 1928: “The Gumm Family” perform at their Valley Theater, Lancaster.


May 12, 1928: “The Gumm Sisters” participate on a float in the Annual Health Parade, Lancaster, California.


May 29, 1928: Frances sings at a dinner held at the home of Joseph A. Martin.


June 3, 1928: “The Gumm Family” perform at the Antelope Valley Day Picnic, Frazier Mountain Park, California.


June 8, 1928: Frances’s sixth birthday party, held at the Gumm home. “The Gumm Sisters” perform.


June 10, 1928: Frances’s sixth birthday.


June 10, 1928 to June 11, 1928: “The Gumm Sisters” perform at their Valley Theater, Lancaster, California.


July 2, 1928: Frances and her sisters perform at Virginia Gumm’s birthday party, held at the Gumm’s home in Lancaster.


July 24, 1928: “Baby Frances Gumm” performed at The Kiwanis Club, Lancaster, California.


August 1928 to October 1928: KFI Radio, Los Angeles, The Kiddies Hour (a.k.a. The Children’s Hour). Frances’s radio debut, age six. Recordings from these shows are not known to exist. Songs included: “Avalon Town,” “You’re The Cream In My Coffee,” and, for cowboy star William S. Hart, “There’s A Long, Long Trail A-Winding” during a September broadcast. “The Gumm Sisters” performed on a regular basis. The show later moved to KNX.




The Lancaster newspaper The Ledger-Gazette reported on the radio debut in the August 17 issue: “Lancaster was again featured in Radioland, when the three little Gumm sisters broadcasted over KFI during The Kiddies Hour. Local listeners report that their numbers went over very well, and that the announcer publicly complimented them very highly. Big Brother Ken was so pleased with the performance that he has asked them to put on the entire hour program next Wednesday, beginning at five p.m.”





August 26, 1928 to August 27, 1928: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at their Valley Theatre, Lancaster.


August 27, 1928: “The Gumm Family” performed at the Kiwanis Division meeting, held at the Lancaster High School Auditorium, Lancaster.


September 14, 1928: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at their Valley Theater, Lancaster.


September 18, 1928: “The Gumm Sisters” performed with “The Meglin Kiddies” at the Ladies Aid Charity Fete, at the Pickfair, Beverly Hills, California.


September 21, 1928: Frances and her sisters performed at an after theater party, held at the home of S. H. Savage.


September 24, 1928: Frances and her sisters performed at Mary Jane Gumm’s thirteenth birthday party, held at the Gumm home, Lancaster.


September 28, 1928: “The Gumm Sisters” (with “The Meglin Kiddies”), Montebello Community Center.


October 12, 1928: “The Gumm Sisters” (with “The Meglin Kiddies”), The Los Angeles General Children’s Hospital Ward; Los Angeles, California.


October 15, 1928: Frances and her sisters perform at a farewell party for A.R. Freeman, held at the Gumm home, Lancaster, California.


October 28, 1928: “The Gumm Sisters” with “The Meglin Kiddies” perform at the “Los Angeles Kiddie Coop” Fund Breakfast Club Luncheon Benefit; the Breakfast Club, Los Angeles, California. (There were 76 numbers featuring 300 pupils.)


November 4, 1928: Frances and her sisters performed at a dinner for “The Gumm Family”, held at the home of Charles Geary, Lancaster.


November 4, 1928 to November 5, 1928: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at their Valley Theater, Lancaster, California.


November 21, 1928: “The Gumm Sisters,” Kiwanis Club Lunch, I.O.O.F. Hall, Lancaster, California.


December 1, 1928: “The Gumm Sisters” with “The Meglin Kiddies” performed at the Los Angeles General Hospital Children’s Ward, Los Angeles, California.


December 13, 1928: The Shrine Auditorium, Los Angeles, California. The Los Angeles Examiner’s All-Star Christmas Benefit. Stars included Joan Crawford, Myrna Loy, Tom Mix, Dolores Del Rio, and the “100 Meglin Kiddies,” (including Frances) who performed for the near-capacity crowd of 6,500.


Friday, December 21, 1928 to Thursday, December 27, 1928: Loew’s State Theater, Los Angeles, California. Christmas Show, with 115 Meglin Kiddies pupils: Frances appeared as Cupid, stopping the show with “I Can’t Give You Anything But Love, Baby.”




The Los Angeles Record stated: “We have no names with which to lay tribute to. One small miss shook these well-known rafters with her songs a la Sophie Tucker.”





December 30, 1928 to December 31, 1928: “The Gumm Sisters” recreated their Loew’s State Theater routines on the stage of their Valley Theater, Lancaster, California.


1929


January 2, 1929: Frances and her sisters performed at a New Year’s Celebration Party, held at the Gumm home in Lancaster.


January 23, 1929: “The Gumm Sisters” performed with “The Meglin Kiddies” (75 pupils in all) at the Old Soldier’s Home, Sawtelle, California.


February 13, 1929: Kiwanians Association Club Meeting; Kiwanis Hall, Lancaster, California. Frances delighted the audience with an impression of Fanny Brice (and performed with her sisters.)


February 28, 1929: Grammar school, Lancaster. Cinderella in Flowerland. Frances played “Bonnie Bee” (Her sister Virginia played title role, and her other sister Mary Jane played the Prince.)


February 29, 1929: The Los Angeles Evening Express newspaper’s seventh annual “Better Babies Exposition/Contest”; Broadway Department Store, Los Angeles. “Baby Frances Ethel Gumm” won twelfth runner up, and honorable mention in the talent contest, winning a $10.00 gift certificate from the Broadway Department Store.


March 1, 1929: The Ledger-Gazette announces that




“Mrs. Frank Gumm and daughters leave next week for Los Angeles where they will reside indefinitely in order that the girls may pursue special studies. They will spend their weekends in Lancaster, Mrs. Gumm furnishing the music at the theater. Mr. Gumm will continue to reside at the family home on Cedar Avenue.”





(Frances, her mother and sisters, moved into an upstairs apartment at 1814 1/2 South Orchard, near Washington Boulevard and Vermont Avenue, near the downtown Los Angeles theatrical district.)


March 21, 1929 to March 27, 1929: Meglin Kiddies recital (30 pupils, including “The Gumm Sisters.”); Grauman’s Egyptian Theater, Los Angeles.


April 1, 1929: “The Gumm Sisters” with “The Meglin Kiddies”; Screen Stars Gambol: Benefit for Loyola University; Shrine Auditorium, Los Angeles, California.


April 7, 1929: Meglin Kiddies Revue, Figueroa Playhouse; Los Angeles, California. “The Gumm Sisters” performed, and the show also included solos by Frances.


May 12, 1929: Performance at the Valley Theater, Lancaster, California.


May 16, 1929 and May 17, 1929, 8:00 p.m.: Second Annual Minstrel Show, the Valley Theater, Lancaster, California. “Gumm Family/Gumm Sisters.” Songs included: “When We Turn Out The Home Town Band”; “Old Man River” (sung by “The Gumm Sisters” in blackface); and “Hello Sunshine” (finale, with entire Company.)


Early June 1929: “The Gumm Sisters” with “The Meglin Kiddies”; The Annual Milk Fund; Shrine Auditorium, Los Angeles, California.


June 9, 1929 and June 10, 1929: “The Gumm Sisters” at the Valley Theater, Lancaster, California. (Reprise of the May 16 and May 17 Minstrel Show).


June 10, 1929: Frances’s seventh birthday.


June 11, 1929 through June 13, 1929: Judy Garland’s Film Debut; Frances’s first time in front of a movie camera. “The Gumm Sisters” sang “That’s The Good Old Sunny South,” performing “live” (no pre-recording), in the two-reel short, The Big Revue. This was a Mayfair Pictures, Inc. production, filmed at the Tec-Art Studios in Hollywood. The eighteen-minute, two-reel short premiered at the Fox Belmont Theater in Hollywood, on August 14, 1929. This film still exists—“The Gumm Sisters” song is available in excerpted form on The Concert Years video cassette on the LaserLight label; and is available in its entirety on the laser disc box set: Judy Garland: The Golden Years At MGM released in March 1995. Seeing and hearing a just-turned seven year-old Judy Garland—a.k.a. Frances Gumm—who clearly has “it” even at that age, certainly makes one grateful for the somewhat recent invention of sound film.


June 25, 1929: “The Gumm Sisters” with “The Meglin Kiddies”; Elks Lodge; Ventura, California.


July 15, 1929: “The Three Gumm Sisters”; the Lone Pine Theater, Lone Pine, California.


July 16, 1929 and July 17, 1929: “The Three Gumm Sisters”; The Bishop Theater, Bishop, California (400-seat capacity). An ad for this engagement shows a photo of the girls in their movie debut costumes, and says “Extra Added Attraction . . . The Three Gumm Sisters (in Person). Now with the famous Meglin Kiddies of Los Angeles, and available only during vacation times, will appear in Harmony Songs, Tap, and Acrobatic Dances.” (The ad also stated “A Guaranteed Attraction. . . . On the same bill with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 6-reel feature picture A Single Man, starring Aileen Pringle and Lew Cody. Also two-reel comedy Thundering Tupees and MGM oddity The Persian Wedding.”) The sisters performed their current act, which included: “That’s The Good Old Sunny South” from The Big Revue film, and Frances did an impression of Ted Lewis, singing “Wear A Hat With A Silver Lining,” and “Little Pal.” Frances received her first individual praise, from the local newspaper: “All do so well in their specialties that the discrimination of special mention is hardly just: but the remarkable work of Baby Frances particularly appeals to hearers because of her diminutive size and few years.”


July 21, 1929: “The Gumm Sisters”; Elks Lodge; San Fernando, California.


July 24, 1929: “Baby Frances Gumm”; Kiwanis Club Meeting; Kiwanis Hall, Lancaster, California.


July 28, 1929: Frances (with Eugene Taylor), Valley Theater, Lancaster. (The Lancaster paper stated “. . . . The kiddies sang and danced exceptionally well, and created a riot with the audience when they finished their skit with the ‘bowery number.’ ”)


August 14, 1929: Movie premiere of Judy Garland’s film debut, The Big Revue, held at the Fox Belmont Theater, Hollywood, California. (Eighteen-minute, two-reel short.)


August 15, 1929 to August 21, 1929: Meglin Kiddies “56 Clever Tots,” and Stephen Fetchit (the Headliner), in Fannchon and Marco Show; Loew’s State Theater, Los Angeles, California. (“The Gumm Sisters” were featured, but received no special notice.)


August 25, 1929 to August 26, 1929: “The Gumm Sisters”; the Valley Theater, Lancaster, California.


Fall 1929: “The Three Gumm Sisters” audition for Gus Edwards at MGM Studios.


September 24, 1929: “The Gumm Sisters” perform at PTA Meeting; Lancaster, California.


September 30, 1929: “The Three Gumm Sisters”; Kiwanis Club; Lancaster, California.


October 6, 1929: “The Gumm Sisters” with “The Meglin Kiddies”; Benefit for The Knights of Columbus; Covin, California.


October 19, 1929: (Afternoon) Frances; Jazz Cafe; Lancaster, California (Frances sings a song at reopening of candy shop). (Evening) Frances and Virginia; Haubrich’s Department Store (opening of new music department); Lancaster, California (Frances and Virginia sang three songs). (Ethel Gumm played the piano, and The Ledger-Gazette reported that “a drawing of coupons for prizes was presided over by W. S. Mumaw, Baby Gumm assisting and winning the first prize.”)


November 8, 1929: The Ledger-Gazette Newspaper (Lancaster, California) announced that “The Gumm Sisters” were in Los Angeles, rehearsing with an organization known as “The Hollywood Starlets,” run by Flynn O’Malley. (The announcement also stated that Judy’s father was installing RCA Photophone sound equipment in his Valley Theater).


November 11, 1929: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the American Legion Armistice Day.


November 1929 to December 1929: (Radio) Big Brother Ken’s Kiddie Hour Radio Show; KNX (or KFI) Radio, Los Angeles, California (Monday afternoons). The girls did special Christmas shows with Big Brother Ken, where the Gumm sisters used their new name, “The Hollywood Starlets Trio.” It’s understandable why the girls would be willing to change their name: O’Malley’s “Starlets” got them a flurry of work, in a brief period, ranging from the ridiculous—a department store appearance—to the sublime—three more movie shorts.
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On the set of one of her first films, The Wedding of Jack and Jill, filmed November–December 1929. Frances (far left, in the balloon-pants and feather-cap “Arabian Nights” costume), age seven, had a solo with an incredible title: “Hang Onto A Rainbow.” (Courtesy of Photofest.)


November 16, 1929: “Big Brother Kens Toyland Revue”: Grand Opening of the Toy Department at Walker’s Department Store, Los Angeles, California (“The Gumm Sisters” performed: billed here in error as “The Gunn Sisters.”)


November 1929 to December 1929: (Films) Judy and her sisters filmed three movie shorts with “The Vitaphone Kiddies” for “Vitaphone Varieties,” a subsidiary of Warner Brothers. These were filmed at First National Studios (Vitaphone), in Burbank, California, in two-color Technicolor. The first—A Holiday in Storyland—found “The Gumm Sisters” singing “When The Butterflies Kiss The Buttercups Goodbye” (as “The 3 Kute Kiddies”), and Baby Frances (Judy) has her first screen solo: “Blue Butterfly.” In the second film—The Wedding of Jack and Jill—Baby Gumm solos on “Hang Onto A Rainbow.” In the third short—Bubbles (filmed in December 1929)—“The Gumm Sisters” sing the first number of the film’s dream sequence: “The Land Of Let’s Pretend,” dressed as moonmaidens (Judy has two solo lines, during which she is given a close-up); thereafter, they are merely seen in the background. (The soundtrack portion only of the first two films still exist; both audio and film exist of the last short, in a black and white print, found at The Library Of Congress—All of this surviving material is available on the Judy Garland: The Golden Years at MGM laser disc box set, released by MGM/UA Home Video, in March 1995. Excerpts from these songs were also included in the four-CD box set from 32 Records, called JUDY, released on October 13, 1998.)


November 19, 1929: “Baby Gumm”; “Book Week Pageant”; Lancaster High School Auditorium, Lancaster, California.


November 23, 1929: “Big Brother Ken’s Toyland Revue”; Walker’s Department Store, Los Angeles, California.; “The Gumm Sisters.”


November 24, 1929: “The Gumm Sisters”—under their current new name “Hollywood Starlets Trio”—performed at their Valley Theater, Lancaster, California. (Frances sang “Wear A Hat With A Silver Lining.”)


November 30, 1929: “Big Brother Ken’s Toyland Revue”; Walker’s Department Store; Los Angeles, California.; “The Gumm Sisters.”


Early December 1929: (Film Showing) The Big Revue, Judy’s film debut, was shown at a Warner Brothers theater, in Los Angeles, California.


December 4, 1929: “The Gumm Sisters”; Kiwanis Organization Dinner.


December 6, 1929: Frances and her sisters performed at a joint Spelling Bee and Kiwanis Meeting; Lancaster High School, Lancaster, California.


December 7, 1929: “Big Brother Ken’s Toyland Revue”; Walker’s Department Store, Los Angeles, California.; “The Gumm Sisters.”


December 8, 1929: “The Gumm Sisters”; American Legion Post; Filmore, California.


December 13, 1929: “The Gumm Sisters”; American Legion Organization; Filmore, California.


December 21, 1929 to December 27, 1929: “The Hollywood Starlets Trio” (a.k.a. “The Gumm Sisters”); State Theater, Long Beach, California.


December 22, 1929: “The Gumm Family”; The Munz Country Club; Antelope Valley, California.


December 23, 1929: “The Hollywood Starlets Trio” (a.k.a. “The Gumm Sisters”); Annual Christmas Dinner Dance; The Los Angeles Country Club; Beverly Hills, California (Christmas Entertainment).




1930


January 12, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” (billed as “The Hollywood Starlets Trio”); the Valley Theater, Lancaster, California. (The girls sang songs from their recent film work, including “When The Butterflies Kiss The Buttercups Goodnight,” and “The Land Of Let’s Pretend.”)


January 13, 1930: (Radio) “The Gumm Sisters”; Big Brother Ken appearances continued, over KNX Radio; Los Angeles, California (appearances continued on following Mondays).


February 7, 1930: “The Hollywood Starlets Trio” (“The Gumm Sisters”); PTA Benefit; Burbank High School; Burbank, California.


February 28, 1930: Baby Frances and Mary Jane Gumm; The Gypsy Rover High School Operetta; Lancaster High School; Lancaster, California. (Frances appeared as one of the “little children,” and during one scene, as the children climbed up into the lap of “Sir Toby Lyon,” Frances fell down; and to the delight of the audience, climbed right up again . . . as she would be doing the rest of her life.)


March 4, 1930: “Eighth Annual Los Angeles Evening Express ‘Better Babies’ Exposition,” held this year at Paramount Studios, Hollywood, California. “Baby Frances Ethel Gumm” (Judy) was named “Second Place Winner,” and won a porcelain doll from Mary Pickford. Also included in the contest was an audition for studio chief B. P. Schulberg. (Another report on this event states that Frances was only one of fifty finalists, but didn’t even win a merchandise certificate this time out.)


March 7, 1930: Goldilocks, Grammar School Operetta/School Play; Frances plays the lead, Virginia plays “the Wood God”; Lancaster Grammar School; Lancaster, California.


March 15, 1930: Frances participated in the “Children’s Fashion Revue,” at Walker’s Department Store; Lancaster, California.


March 17, 1930: “The Gumm Family” performed for their guests at a St. Patrick’s Day Party, held at their home, Lancaster, California.


March 26, 1930: Frances won first prize in two events that were tied in with Jean Rutledge’s eleventh birthday in Lancaster: a Recitation Program, and Easter Egg Hunt (Frances’s prize in the latter was for finding the most Easter eggs.)


March 28, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed for the Knights of Pythius (most likely in Lancaster, California).


March 31, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” participated in Mrs. May Burk’s Music Pupil’s Recital at the Lancaster High School auditorium; Lancaster, California.


April 1930: (Movie Premiere) Movie premiere of “The Gumm Sisters,” A Holiday in Storyland; Warner’s Downtown and Hollywood Theaters; Los Angeles, California.


April 18, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Knights of Pythius District Convention.


April 23, 1930: Frances and her sisters performed at the “Third Annual Antelope Valley Jubilee,” held at the Lancaster High School auditorium; Lancaster, California.


May 2, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at their Valley Theater, Lancaster, California.


May 9 1930 to May 10, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” film, A Holiday in Storyland, was shown at the Valley Theater, Lancaster, California; They also performed in support of the film. This was the first known screening of a Gumm Sisters/Judy film at Frank Gumm’s own movie theater: his theater hadn’t been equipped with sound until February 16, 1930; One can only imagine Mr. Gumm’s joy as he got to see his daughter’s sing on screen “When The Butterflies Kiss The Buttercup Goodnight” and Frances’s—Judy’s—first film solo “Blue Butterfly,” at his very own theater. This was certainly one film that must have been played over and over by Frank during those two days, as well as being difficult to return to the film company.


May 16, 1930: (Morning): “The Gumm Sisters” performed at “Big Brother Frolic” sponsored by Big Brother Ken, held at Walker Department Store, Los Angeles, California.; (Evening): Episcopal ProCathedral Annual Service, Los Angeles; Frances Gumm was there as a delegate from St. Paul’s Church of Lancaster, California.


May 20, 1930: Frances and her sisters performed at the Easter Star “Sunshine Chapter” sixteenth birthday held at Masonic Hall; Lancaster, California.


May 22, 1930: Frances; Piano Class Recital of Mrs. J. C. Shapland; Lancaster High School; Lancaster, California (Frances was mistress of ceremonies, then at the close of show sang a ballad and did a dance.)


May 24, 1930: “The Hollywood Starlets Trio” (“The Gumm Sisters”) performed at the Annual Milk Fund Benefit at the Shrine Auditorium; Los Angeles, California.


June 10, 1930: Frances’s eighth birthday was celebrated at the Lancaster High School “plunge,” and it was reported she received “many lovely gifts.”


June 21, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” appeared at the “Big Brother Frolic,” sponsored by Big Brother Ken; Walker’s Department Store; Los Angeles, California.


June 28, 1930: “The Hollywood Starlets Trio” (“The Gumm Sisters”) performed in San Fernando, California.


July 4, 1930 or July 5, 1930: “The Hollywood Starlets Trio” (“The Gumm Sisters”); Hotel Del Coronado; San Diego, California.




The San Diego News called the girls “the highlight of a (Hollywood Starlets) presentation. Their smallest member is a feisty little miss who also sang solo in a surprisingly powerful voice and all but stopped the show.”





July 17, 1930 to July 23, 1930: (Vaudeville) “The Hollywood Starlets Trio” (“The Gumm Sisters”); Million Dollar Theater, Los Angeles, California.


July 23, 1930: Frances performed at a patio party held for her at the Fine Foods Cafe; Hollywood, California.


August 1, 1930 to August 2, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” film, The Wedding of Jack and Jill, was shown at the Valley Theater (Frank Gumm’s Theater); Lancaster, California. “The Gumm Sisters” performed on stage, in support of the film, and Judy’s father got to see and hear his daughter sing her solo “Hang Onto A Rainbow” on the big screen.


August 5, 1930: (Afternoon): “Baby Gumm” (Judy) performed at a party for Paula Orlo; Blossom Room, Hotel Roosevelt, Los Angeles, California; (Evening): Elks Anniversary Show; Elks Hall, San Fernando, California.


August 14, 1930 to August 20, 1930: (Vaudeville) “The Hollywood Starlets Trio” (“The Gumm Sisters”); Million Dollar Theater, Los Angeles, California.


August 21, 1930 to August 27, 1930: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”/“Hollywood Starlets” in a Fanchon and Marco Show; Loew’s State Theater, Los Angeles, California.


Or August 23, 1930 to August 29, 1930: “The Hollywood Starlets Trio” at the State Theater, Long Beach, California. (Alternate engagements have been noted for these dates.)


September 13, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at a Big Brother Ken Show; Pantages Theater, Los Angeles, California.


September 20, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at a Big Brother Ken Show; Pantages Theater, Los Angeles, California.


September 23, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed for the American Legion.


September 27, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at a Big Brother Ken Show; Pantages Theater, Los Angeles, California.


October 4, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at a Big Brother Ken Show; Pantages Theater, Los Angeles, California.


October 11, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at a Big Brother Ken Show; Pantages Theater, Los Angeles, California.


October 12, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at an Antelope Valley Band Concert, “Pioneer Day”; San Bernadino, California.


October 27, 1930: “The Gumm Family”; Kiwanis Organization: Kiwanis Inter-Club Relationship Meeting; Beacon Tavern, Victorville; Barstow, California. (Gumm Sisters, with Kiwanis Quartet—and Frank—sing with band; Ethel Gumm may have performed also.)


November 8, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at a Big Brother Ken Show; Walker’s Department Store; Los Angeles, California.


November 14, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters”; The Old Sleuth (a school play); Lancaster Grammar School; Lancaster, California. (The sisters sang “My Baby Comes For Me,” between the acts of the play).


November 15, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at a Big Brother Ken show; Walker’s Department Store; Los Angeles, California.


November 21, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at a Big Brother Ken show; Walker’s Department Store; Los Angeles, California.


November 28, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at a Big Brother Ken show.


December 19, 1930: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Hollywood Dance Studio Christmas Follies; Old Soldiers’ Home, Sawtelle, California.


1931


January 10, 1931: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the opening of Big Brother Ken’s Dance Studio.


January 11, 1931 to January 12, 1931: “The Three Gumm Sisters” performed at the Valley Theater, Lancaster, California. (A theater ad mentions the girl’s “harmony songs and dance numbers.”)


January 17, 1931: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters” with “The Meglin Kiddies”; Pantages Theater, Los Angeles, California.


January 24, 1931: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters” with “The Meglin Kiddies”; Pantages Theater, Los Angeles, California.


January 31, 1931: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”/“The Meglin Kiddies’; Pantages Theater, Los Angeles, California (Saturday matinee; last appearance with the Meglin organization). Also on the same afternoon: (Radio) “The Gumm Sisters”; KFVD Radio; Hollywood, California (afternoon broadcast at the Hal Roach Studio).


February 1931: (Vaudeville) “The Hollywood Starlets Trio” (“The Gumm Sisters”); Savoy Theater, San Diego, California.


February 18, 1931 or February 21, 1931: (Benefit) “The Hollywood Starlets Trio” (“The Gumm Sisters”); either the Savoy Theater or the Russ Auditorium; San Diego, California (midnight matinee for the Red Cross Drought Relief Fund).


March 21, 1931: Blue Gate Cottage Benefit: Big Brother Ken Junior Matinee; Fox Wilshire Theater, Beverly Hills, California.


March 24, 1931 to March 25, 1931: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Farmer’s Institute Meeting, held at the Lancaster Grammar School, Lancaster, California.


March 30, 1931: “The Gumm Sisters” performed for the Kiwanis Club, Kiwanis Hall, Lancaster, California.


April 1, 1931 to April 2, 1931: “The Gumm Family”; Agricultural conference; Union Hall, Lancaster, California.


(Judy’s early boyfriends in Lancaster at this time included: Eddie White; Buddy Welch; and Gayland Reed, remembered as Judy’s “first love.”)


April 3, 1931: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at Kiwanis Club Meeting, Kiwanis Hall, Lancaster, California.


May 1 or 3, 1931: “The Gumm Sisters featuring Babe Gumm” had an audition for Universal Pictures and Carl Laemmle, at the Hollywood Dance Studio.


May 10, 1931: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Auxiliary American Legion Show, at the Veteran’s Hospital; San Fernando, California.


May 15, 1931: In a Florist’s Windows and The Magic Wood Grammar School Operettas; Lancaster Grammar School Auditorium; Lancaster, California. (Frances Gumm played “Fairie Sunbeam.”)


June 10, 1931: Frances’s ninth birthday.


June 12, 1931: Frances’s ninth birthday party held on the lawn of the Gumm family’s new, larger house, on the corner of Cedar and Newgrove.


July 10, 1931 to July 17, 1931: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Maurice Kusell’s “Stars of Tomorrow” juvenile revue; Wilshire-Ebell Theater, Los Angeles, California. (“The Gumm Sisters” were featured in three song and dance numbers including “Puttin’ On The Ritz” where they played “Harlem Crooners,” “Garden Of Beautiful Flowers,” in which they played “gardenettes,” and “Floatin’ Down The Mississippi.” Frances was also featured in two solos, and was teamed with Miss Betty Jean Allen for “A Plantation Melody”; the show’s eight-piece orchestra was under direction of Ethel Gumm. After the show, Judy and her sisters sang at the opening night party at director James Cruze. Maurice Kussell introduced them to George Frank of the Frank and Dunlap Talent Agency—James Cagney was a client—who signed Frances as the agency’s first child performer. The five-year contract was for stage, screen, radio, and even television. She was also renamed “Frances Gayne.” The “option clause” was exercised shortly after, and “Frances Gayne” was released, after her father thought her “too young.”)


August 15, 1931: Frances (Judy) had an audition at Universal Studios, Universal City, California.


August 30, 1931 to August 31, 1931: Frances appeared at her father’s Valley Theater, Lancaster, California.


September 4, 1931: (Press Release) The Ledger-Gazette of Lancaster announced Frances’s contract signing with the Frank and Dunlap Talent agency, and that she would appear:


September 6, 1931 to Monday, September 7, 1931: Valley Theater, Lancaster, California; Frances (using her temporary new name of “Gayne”) in “a group of song specialties.”


September 15, 1931: Frances; PTA event; Lancaster High School Auditorium; Lancaster, California. (A newspaper account: “Little Frances Gumm captivated the audience with her two lively songs.”)


September 20, 1931: Frances; Valley Theater, Lancaster, California. (“Frances Gumm will appear again in a group of popular song numbers, Sunday afternoon at 4, and in the evening at 9:30.”)


October 3, 1931: (Personal Appearance) Frances performed at the Eastern Star State Chapter Conclave; Bakersfield, California. (Billing was either “Francis Gayne” or “Baby Marie Gumm.”)


October 5, 1931: (Personal Appearance) Frances and Frank Gumm; Eastern Star Sunshine Chapter Banquet; Order of the Eastern Star Lodge; Tehachapi, California. (Frances sang “For You, For You”; billing was either “Francis Gumm” or “Baby Marie Gumm.”)


October 6, 1931: (Personal Appearance) Frances and Frank Gumm; Order of the Eastern Star Lodge; Bakersfield, California (Frances sang “Sweet And Lovely” before 1,000 people.)


October 14, 1931: (Personal Appearance) “Baby Marie Gumm” (Judy) performed at American Legion; Hollywood, California.


October 23, 1931: (Personal Appearance) “Frances Gayne” (Judy) performed at the Eastern Star State Grand Chapter Banquet; Coronado, California.


November 20, 1931: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at Maurice L. Kusell’s Pupil Recital; Old Soldier’s Home; Sawtelle, California.


November 22, 1931: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at Maurice L. Kusell’s Pupil Recital; American Legion Post; Covina, California.


November 30, 1931: “Baby Gumm” performed at Knights of Columbus.


December 12, 1931 or December 21, 1931: Frances and Ethel; Eastern Star Sunshine Chapter Meeting; Eastern Star Lodge; Lancaster, California.


December 16, 1931: Frances performed at the Kiwanis Club Meeting; I.O.O.F. Hall, Lancaster, California.


December 24, 1931 to December 30, 1931: (Vaudeville) Frances; Maurice L. Kusell’s All Star Kiddie Revue; Warner Brothers Downtown Hollywood Theater, Hollywood, California (“Little singer at Hollywood Theater,” with Jess Stafford’s orchestra, in Christmas Show.)


December 30, 1931: (Personal Appearance, at midnight) “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the California Protective Artists Association Benefit for Unemployed; Shrine Auditorium; Los Angeles, California.


December 31, 1931: “The Gumm Family” performed at the Elks New Years Eve Ball; San Fernando, California.


1932


January 23 or 25, 1932: Frances; Coconut Grove, Ambassador Hotel nightclub; Los Angeles, California (impromptu appearance at “Tea Dance”; with Jimmie Grier and his Orchestra.)


January 28, 1932: Frances and Mary Jane Gumm performed for the Kiwanis Club at Kiwanis Hall, Lancaster, California.


February 16, 1932: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at Five Friends Plan Dance; Fox Film Studios; Los Angeles, California.


March 19, 1932 or March 21, 1932: Frances; Coconut Grove “Tea Dance”, Ambassador Hotel nightclub; Los Angeles, California (with Jimmie Grier and his Orchestra).


April 10, 1932: Frances; Talent Show; Lancaster High School; Lancaster, California.


April 15, 1932: “Baby Gumm” with “Bob Weir and His Bandits”; General Aid Society; High School Auditorium; Lancaster, California.


April 17, 1932 to April 18, 1932: Frances; Valley Theater, Lancaster, California.


April 24, 1932 to April 25, 1932: Frances; Valley Theater, Lancaster, California.


April 30, 1932: “The Gumm Sisters”; Maurice L. Kusell’s Benefit for the Jewish Educational Fund; Philharmonic Auditorium, Los Angeles, California.


May 1, 1932 to May 2, 1932: Frances; Valley Theater, Lancaster, California.


May 21, 1932: Frances; Annual May Musicale of the PTA; Lancaster High School Auditorium; Lancaster, California. (Frances sang “Only God Can Make A Tree” and “Cherie.”)


May 22, 1932 to May 23, 1932: Frances and her sisters sang at their father’s Valley Theater, Lancaster, California.


May 24, 1932: “The Gumm Sisters” performed for The Los Angeles Examiner Cooking School/Prudence Penny Tuesday Cooking Matinee at the Barker Brothers Department Store, Los Angeles, California.


May 29, 1932 to May 30, 1932: “Baby Gumm” (Judy) and Galen Reed performed at the Valley Theater, Lancaster, California. (Galen was reportedly Judy’s “first love.”)


June 10, 1932: Frances’s tenth birthday.


June 14, 1932: “The Gumm Sisters”; Benefit for Unemployed; Shrine Auditorium, Los Angeles, California.


Vaudeville Tour (under management of Fanchon and Marco), summer tour of twelve theaters; Gumm Sisters:


July 7, 1932 or July 8, 1932 to July 10, 1932: “The Gumm Sisters”; Orange Theater, Orange, California.


July 11, 1932 to July 13, 1932: “The Gumm Sisters”; Fox West Coast Theater, Santa Ana, California.


July 14, 1932 to July 16, 1932: “The Three Gumm Sisters”; Fox Dome Theater, Venice, California.


July 22, 1932 to July 28, 1932: “The Three Gumm Sisters”; Fox West Coast Theater, Long Beach, California (This engagement was possibly extended from July 29–31, 1932.)


August 5, 1932 to August 6, 1932: “The Gumm Sisters” (mistakenly billed as “The Three Gum Sisters”); Fox Cabrillo Theater, San Pedro, California. (This engagement was possibly extended from August 7–10.)


August 11, 1932 to August 13, 1932: “The Three Gumm Sisters”; Manchester Theater, Los Angeles, California.


August 14, 1932 to August 15, 1932: “The Gumm Sisters”; Fox Boulevard Theater, Los Angeles, California. (There may have been two other engagements that followed this one, running up through August 23, 1932.)


August 25, 1932 to August 31, 1932: “The Gumm Sisters”; Paramount Theater, Los Angeles, California. Though the tour headlined comic Fuzzy Knight, and “The Gumm Sisters” only did their twenty-minute routine five times a day—six times a day on weekends—Frances was singled out at the Paramount, receiving her first review from Variety, at age ten. (It is believed to be their first notice in any theatrical paper.)


August 30, 1932: The issue of Variety released that day carried the review:
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Vaudeville sensation “Baby” Gumm was stopping shows on a regular basis and even getting rave reviews from Variety by 1932, not long after this portrait was taken in Los Angeles. (Courtesy of Photofest.)




“Gumm sisters, harmony trio, socked with two numbers. Selling end of trio is the ten-year-old sister with a pip of a lowdown voice. Kid stopped the show, but wouldn’t give more.”





(In returning home to Lancaster, for the start of school year, Ethel Gumm had to cancel four weeks of engagements, including two weeks in San Francisco.)


(Frances and her best friend Muggsie put their footprints in cement, at the corner of Newgrove and Fig, Lancaster, California; fall 1932. The footprints still exist in a Lancaster visitor center.)


September 18, 1932: “The Gumm Sisters” performed for the Southern California Dance Teachers Association Dinner Celebration; Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles, California.


October 7, 1932 to October 8, 1932: “The Gumm Family” performed at the Second Annual Alfalfa Festival at I.O.O.F. Hall, Lancaster, California.


October 26, 1932: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at a “Stage and Screen Spectacle” Benefit for Mt. Sinai Hospital; Shrine Auditorium, Los Angeles, California.


October 29, 1932: (Radio) “The Gumm Sisters”; Broadcast with Uncle Tom Murray and the Hollywood Hillbillies; KFI and KECA Radio, Los Angeles, California. . . . And . . . “The Gumm Sisters” performed at “The Little Club”; their opening of season dance, held at the Coconut Grove; Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles, California.


October 30, 1932 to October 31, 1932: “The Gumm Sisters”; Valley Theater, Lancaster, California.


November 5, 1932: “The Gumm Sisters”; Maurice L. Kusell’s Protege Review; Barker Brothers Store Auditorium; Los Angeles, California.


November 22, 1932: Morning: “The Three Gumm Sisters”; Junior Red Cross Girl’s League Canned Goods Drive; Evening: (Trade Show) “The Three Gumm Sisters”; musical program for the Southern California Gas Company Dinner; Held at the home of Mrs. W.S. Mumaw, Lancaster, California.


December 8, 1932: “Baby Gumm” (Frances) performed at Elks Meeting; San Fernando, California.


December 16, 1932 to December 17, 1932: “Baby Gumm”; Fox Arlington Theater, Santa Barbara, California.


December 29, 1932 to January 4, 1933: “Baby Gumm”; Maurice L. Kusell’s Juvenile Christmas Revue; the Million Dollar Theater, Los Angeles, California. (The Los Angeles Record stated that Frances was “astounding. Her singing all but knocks one for a loop, her dancing is snappy and clever. She handles herself onstage like a veteran pro.”)


1933


January 1, 1933 to January 4, 1933: “Baby Gumm” (Judy) concluded her engagement that started on December 29, 1932: Maurice L. Kusell’s Juvenile Christmas Revue at The Million Dollar Theater, Los Angeles, California.


January 21, 1933: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at the Menorah Center Monster Ball; Menorah Center.


January 29, 1933: Frances; Valley Theater, Lancaster, California (Frances and a Kussell student by the name of either Clarke or Claire Williams—both names are mentioned, on different dates—were featured in a “stage specialty.”)


February 3, 1933 to February 5, 1933: Frances; Strand Theater, Long Beach, California (As Ethel Gumm could not be with Frances for this engagement, Aunt Norma allowed Frances to experiment with her stage name, coming up with “Gracie Gumm”—“Radio’s Youthful Star.”)


February 6, 1933 to February 7, 1933: “Baby Gumm” and Claire Williams; Valley Theater, Lancaster, California.


February 14, 1933: Frances; Lancaster Campfire Girls, Valentine’s Day Party; Lancaster, California.


February 18, 1933: “The Gumm Sisters”; Rainbow Girls Valentine’s Day Dance; Lancaster, California.


March 6, 1933: Frances; Campfire Girls Event; Lancaster, California.


March 16, 1933: Frances; Campfire Girls St. Patrick’s Day Lunch; Lancaster, California.


April 1, 1933: (Radio) Frances; Unknown radio station, Beverly Hills, California.


April 7, 1933: Frances; the Little Club event at the Coconut Grove; Ambassador Hotel; Los Angeles, California.


April 14, 1933: Frances; the Little Club event at the Coconut Grove; Ambassador Hotel; Los Angeles, California.


April 20, 1933: (Radio) Frances; KFI Radio, Los Angeles (Frances sang with Al Pierce and his gang.)


May 5, 1933 or May 6, 1933: (Personal Appearance) “The Gumm Sisters’; Reception/Open House for the Hamburger Memorial Home for Jewish Orphans (a home for Jewish working girls); Los Angeles, California. (The girls were mistakenly billed as “The Gunn Sisters.”)


May 10, 1933 or May 12, 1933: “The Gumm Sisters” and Clark Williams; Antelope Valley Joint Union High Promenade; Lancaster High School, Lancaster, California (“The Gumm Sisters” and Clark Williams, for junior class promenade.)


May 11, 1933: Frances; Valley Theater, Lancaster, California. (Easter Star Spring Fashion Revue; special musical numbers were sung by Frances, with Paul Brown’s Orchestra.)


May 13, 1933 to May 14, 1933: (Vaudeville) Frances; Garfield Theater, Alhambra, California (This weekend engagement, which Frank Gumm brought her to, saw Frances experiment with her name yet again, this time as third on the bill: “Another Great Score!! Orpheum Big Time Vaudeville—Alice Gumm”)


May 19, 1933 to May 20, 1933 or May 25, 1933 to May 26, 1933: (Vaudeville) Frances; Fairfax Theater, West Hollywood, California.


June 4, 1933: “The Gumm Sisters”; Dancing Teachers Business Association Demonstration Recital; Alexandria Hotel; Los Angeles, California.


June 10, 1933: Frances’s eleventh birthday, and: “The Gumm Sisters” performed at The Scions Annual Spring Dance and Frolic; Pollyanna Tea Rooms; West Lake, California. (The girls were billed as “The Gum Sisters.”)


June 14, 1933: “The Gumm Sisters”; Kiwanis Club meeting; Kiwanis Hall, Lancaster, California.


June 16, 1933 to July 1933: (Radio) Frances; Junior Hi Jinx radio show, KFWB Radio, Los Angeles, California. (Show was every Friday at 7:45 p.m. beginning June 16 through July; the other Gumm sisters joined Frances on the series. The sisters’ appearance on the show brought them two rave reviews from The Los Angeles Examiner newspaper.)


July 5, 1933: Frances and “The Gumm Sisters”; Lancaster Rainbow for Girls Compliment for Mary Jane and Virginia Gumm; Lancaster, California.


July 16, 1933: (Audition) “The Gumm Sisters”; RKO vaudeville circuit booking agents King and Winkler auditioned the sisters at the Gumm home on Cedar Street, Lancaster, California. (They were so impressed that they booked the sisters into one of their theaters the very next day):


July 17, 1933: (Vaudeville) “The Three Gumm Sisters”; Monday Night Guest Artist Vaudeville; RKO Hillstreet (or “Hillcrest”) Theater, Los Angeles, California. (Frances’s solo was “Rain, Rain, Go Away,” and MGM casting agent Ben Piazza expressed interest in her, although nothing became of this.)


July 20, 1933 to July 26, 1933: Frances; Warner Brothers Downtown Theater, Los Angeles, California (Last name listed as “Gum.”)


July 29, 1933 to July 30, 1933: “The Gumm Sisters”; the Strand Theater, Long Beach, California.


Late July 1933: (Party) “The Gumm Sisters”; Order of Rainbow farewell party for “The Gumm Sisters”; They sang, and Frances had solos; Lancaster, California.


(The Gumm family moved to 2605 Ivanhoe Drive, Los Angeles, California, in late July. Frank still spent a lot of time in Lancaster managing his movie house.)


August 2, 1933 to August 8, 1933: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Family” (Frank opens for “The Gumm Sisters”; Ethel at piano); Golden Gate Theater, San Francisco, California.




The girls earned their second review from Variety; Appearing in the August 8, 1933 issue, this time it was negative: “ “The Gumm Sisters,” with Mama Gumm at the piano, and Papa Gumm in advance, deuced. Three girls of assorted sizes who sing in mediocre voice and style, with majority of the burden falling to the youngest one, a mere tot, who lustily shouted three numbers, decidedly not of her type. And much too long.”


However, that summer, the trade paper Junior Professional had stated: “This remarkable tot has twice the charm and genuine ability of all the (child movie stars) put together.”


San Francisco Chronicle’s George C. Warren also raved during this engagement at the Golden Gate about “The Gumm Sisters,” who harmonize, and have a strong-voiced small woman, who imitates and sings in a big way.”





Interesting that Frances was called a “woman,” which was becoming an increasing occurrence as the power and emotion of her voice forced many to refuse to believe they were being thrilled by a child.


August 9, 1933 to August 15, 1933 or August 10, 1933 to August 16, 1933: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Fox West Coast Theater, Long Beach, California.


August 24, 1933 to August 30, 1933: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Warner Brothers Theater, Hollywood, California. (The girls were billed as “Harmony at its best,” in this show that featured Teddy Joyce.)


August 31, 1933 to September 6, 1933: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Warner Brothers Downtown Theater. (The girls appeared second on the bill, mentioned as “Harmony Supreme”; the “Gumm” name was misspelled in ads as “Drumm.”)




They earned their third Variety review, which, like the second one, was negative: “The Gumm Sisters, three harmony warblers, with Mother Gumm accompanying at the piano. Two of the sisters are grownup, while the third is a precocious juve whose mild attempts at comedy add nothing to the offering.”





September 8, 1933 to September 9, 1933: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Fox Riverside Theater, Riverside, California. (The girls were billed as “The Gum Sisters.”)


September 12, 1933: (Vaudeville) “The Three Gumm Sisters”; the Garfield Theater, Alhambra, California.


September 21, 1933 or September 23, 1933: “The Gumm Family”; Acadia Club of Los Angeles Dinner, Lodge 437; Mason Temple Hall, Los Angeles, California.


October 14, 1933: “The Gumm Sisters”; the Casa Del Adobe; Lancaster, California.


October 21, 1933: Frances; Lawlor’s Hollywood Professional School Recital; Hollywood Conservatory Auditorium; Los Angeles, California. (Frances and her sister Jimmie started school there in the fall of 1933. This recital also featured Mickey Rooney, who was enrolled in the school as well, making this the first time the two future MGM stars would share a stage.)


October 26, 1933: “The Three Gumm Sisters”; Safeway Employees’ Association Benefit; American Legion Stadium, Hollywood, California.


November 3, 1933: “The Gumm Sisters”; Open House Program at Hamburger Memorial Home for Jewish Orphans; Hollywood, California.


November 10, 1933: Frances sang at an after-theater party held at the Gumm home, Silverlake district of Los Angeles, California.


November 18, 1933: “The Three Gumm Sisters”; All Star Midnight Matinee, Los Angeles B’nai B’rith Lodge Benefit; Grauman’s Egyptian Theater, Hollywood, California.


November 21, 1933: “The Gumm Sisters” sang at Dorothy Granger’s twenty-first birthday party.


November 23, 1933: Frances; Million Dollar Revue—American Jewish Congress Benefit; Shrine Auditorium; Los Angeles, California.


December 14, 1933: “The Three Gumm Sisters”; Lawlor’s 1933 Christmas Revue; Hollywood Conservatory Auditorium, Hollywood, California.


1934


February 2, 1934: (Radio) Frances; KHJ radio show Friday Nite Frolics, broadcast “live” from the stage of the Paramount Theater, Los Angeles, California.


February 8, 1934 to February 13, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Orpheum Theater, Los Angeles, California. (the Gumms were one of seven acts on this vaudeville bill.)


(Early in 1934, Frank and Ethel Gumm bought a home a block away from the one at 2605 Ivanhoe; this new one was at 2671 Lakeview Terrace East, in Silver Lake, California.)


February 1934 through March 1934: Vaudeville Tour, Paramount circuit: “The Gumm Sisters.”


February 16, 1934 to February 22, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Paramount Theater, Seattle, Washington. (Frank Gumm met his family on February 22, and drove them to their next stops.)


February 24, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Mt. Baker Theater, Bellingham, Washington. (Billed as “The Three Glumm Sisters.”)


February 25, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Empire or the Mercy’s Capitol Theater, Yakima, Washington. (Billed as “A Great Trio.”)


February 27, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Liberty Theater, Wenatchee, Washington. (Billing at theater was: “Three Gumm Sisters [Trio Unusual].”)


March 1, 1934 to March 4, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Orpheum Theater, Spokane, Washington. (The local Spokesman-Review paper said: “The Three Gumm Sisters are harmony singers in a dainty bit of vocal entertainment that features the youngster of the lot in a clever imitation of Helen Morgan. The crowd gave the girls a great hand.”)


March 5, 1934 to March 7, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Liberty Theater, Lewiston, Idaho. (Gumms were billed as “Radio’s Sweethearts.” This was the end of the tour, though on the way home, they played):


March 9, 1934 to March 15, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Fox Theater, San Francisco.


March 15, 1934: Frances sang at the Club Oasis; San Francisco.


April 12, 1934 to April 18, 1934: Frances; the Gilmore Circus; the New Spreckels Theater, San Diego, California (billed as “Baby Gumm,” among 23 stars of the Gilmore Circus). The San Diego Union-Tribune stated “Little Miss Frances Gumm, a child, sang ‘Why Darkies Were Born’ in such a fashion that she shared the encore honors with ‘The Sheriff’ who is the star performer of the show.”)


April 15, 1934: (Radio) Frances; Midnight Frolic broadcast (Friday Nite Frolics radio broadcast over KHJ), by Gilmore troupe, Agua Caliente Hotel, Agua, Mexico.


April 19, 1934 to April 25, 1934: Frances; State Theater, Long Beach, California. (This was another engagement with the Gilmore Circus, and the local paper said “Frances Gumm, a charming youngster who is the ‘baby’ of the troupe, sings ‘That’s What a Darkie Is,’ and ‘Dinah’ in a singularly grownup little voice.”)


April 26, 1934 to May 2, 1934 or April 28, 1934 to April 29, 1934: “The Gumm Sisters”; Gilmore Circus, Shrine Auditorium, Los Angeles, California (Mary Jane and Virginia joined Frances for this appearance).


May 3, 1934 to May 9, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; “Big Stage Show”; Million Dollar Theater, Los Angeles, California.


May 18, 1934 to May 20, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters” either Movie Star Frolics, Gilmore Stadium, Los Angeles, California (billed as “Trio Musicale”) or the St. Catherine Hotel Avalon; Santa Catalina Island, California.


June 2, 1934 to June 3, 1934: (Personal Appearance) “The Gumm Sisters”; St. Catherine Hotel, Catalina Island (weekend professional engagement).


June 10, 1934: Frances’s twelfth birthday.


June 17, 1934: “The Gumm Sisters” sang at Farewell Reception/Open House (leaving for tour), held at Gumm home, Silverlake District of Los Angeles, California.


June 1934 to October 1934: (Vaudeville) Gumm Sisters Cross-Country Tour.


June 22, 1934 to June 28, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Tabor Grand Theater, Denver, Colorado. (Opening song at the time was “Avalon Town”; a ten-piece orchestra played. There was a lighting cue mishap on opening night: the spot was on wrong side of stage at entrance: thus, the Gumms spent the number chasing it, and vice versa.)


June 29, 1934 to July 12, 1934: (Nightclub) “The Gumm Sisters”; Blakeland Inn, Denver or Littleton, Colorado (This club had been raided on the night of June 28, the night before “The Gumm Sisters” opened. Even though the club was closed by the police, the owner stayed open for himself and his friends, and was so impressed by the Gumms, that he not only paid them for the week, but also got them a booking in Colorado Springs).


July 4, 1934: Gumm Sisters; S.S. Broadmoor; Yacht Club Marina; Colorado Springs, Colorado.


July 15, 1934: “The Gumm Sisters”; “Guest Artist Night” at Old Mexico Nite Club; “A Century Of Progress” exhibition on the grounds of the World’s Fair; New Beach Island, Chicago, Illinois.


July 18, 1934: “The Gumm Sisters”; Belmont Theater, Chicago. (One night engagement as a fill-in for another act.)


July 19, 1934: Frances; World’s Fair, Chicago, Illinois. (Frances was selected as guest of honor and star performer for the “Eighth Children’s Day”; “A Century Of Progress” exhibition.)


July 24, 1934 to August 14, 1934: (Nightclub) “The Gumm Sisters”; Old Mexico Cafe, on the fairgrounds of the World’s Fair, Chicago. (Three-week engagement; Gumms were billed as “Blue Harmony”; received first week’s pay upon arrival—it was the last money they were paid: the club folded near the end of the third week.)


August 17, 1934 to August 23, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; the Oriental Theater, Chicago. This was a huge break: as a last-minute fill-in, the girls played the second show on August 17, just as they were heading back home. Headliner George Jessel was so enthused by their talent, and the audience’s response, that for their next show, he changed their last name, which had gotten a laugh from the audience, to “The Garland Sisters,” from New York’s World Telegram’s drama critic Robert Garland. (Though strangely enough, an existing ad still shows their billing as “The Gumm Sisters.”) The act consisted of two songs sung by the trio and Frances’s solo of “Bill” from Show Boat; Ethel Gumm played piano for all three songs. (Admission was only twenty-five cents until 6:30 p.m.)


August 19, 1934 to August 21, 1934: (Nightclub) “The Gumm Sisters”; Chez Paree Club, Chicago (three midnight shows; appeared with singer Morton Downey; three shows only, as management found out Frances was a minor). (The great “break” of working with George Jessel led to Jessel lining up other Chicago engagements.)


August 24, 1934 to August 30, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Marbro Theater, Chicago. (Newspaper ad shows billing as “The Glumm Sisters.”)


August 31, 1934 to September 3, 1934: “The Garland Sisters”; the Uptown Theater, Chicago, Illinois. (The girls were signed by the local William Morris office, which booked the remainder of the tour, until mid October):


September 7, 1934 to September 13, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Michigan Theater, Detroit, Michigan. (The first “official” and agreed-upon billing of “3 Garland Sisters: Grace—Beauty—Songs.”)


[image: image]


Portrait of Frances (far right), her sisters, and their mother Ethel in Chicago, August 1934, just after their biggest break to date and as they made the tranformation from Gumm to Garland. (Courtesy of Photofest.)


September 14, 1934 to September 20, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Garland Sisters”; Riverside Theater, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.


September 27, 1934 to October 3, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Garland Sisters”; Tower Theater, Kansas City, Missouri.


October 5, 1934 to October 7, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Garland Sisters”; Dubinsky’s Electric Theater, St. Joseph, Missouri.


October 9, 1934 to October 11, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Garland Sisters”; Dubinsky’s Jefferson Theater, Jefferson City, Missouri. (Last stop of tour.)


October 24, 1934: (Personal Appearance/Night Club/Radio) “The Garland Sisters”; Florentine Room, Beverly Wilshire Hotel, Los Angeles, California (the girls sang with Vincent Lopez and His Orchestra).


November 1, 1934 to November 7, 1934: (Personal Appearance) “The Garland Sisters”; Grauman’s Chinese Theater, Hollywood, California. (The girls appeared prior to the film The Count of Monte Cristo.) This was another monumental appearance for Frances, as she received her fourth review from Variety (in the November 6 issue):




“Hardly a new act, this trio of youngsters has been kicking around the coast for two years, but has just found itself. As a trio, it means nothing, but with the youngest, Frances, 13 (sic), featured, it hops into class entertainment; for if such a thing is possible, the girl is a combination of Helen Morgan and Fuzzy Knight. Possessing a voice that, without a p.a. system, is audible throughout a house as large as the Chinese, she handles ballads like a veteran, and gets every note and word over with a personality that hits audiences. For comedy, she effects a pan like Knight, and delivers her stuff in the same manner as the comic. Nothing slow about her on hot stuff, and to top it off, she hoofs. Other two sisters merely form a background. Kid, with or without her sisters, is ready for the East. Caught on several previous shows, including the 5,000 seat Shrine Auditorium here, she never failed to stop the show, her current engagement being no exception.”





November 9, 1934 to November 11, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Gumm Sisters”; Strand Theater, Long Beach, California (billed as “The Gumm Sisters direct from Grauman’s Chinese”). (This was the same theater where Frances had appeared as “Gracie Gumm” the year before. This engagement was the last time the girls used the Gumm family name.)


November 14, 1934 to November 20, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Garland Sisters”; Orpheum Theater, Los Angeles, California. (Return engagement, and from this engagement on, the sisters use the Garland name.)


November 25, 1934: “The Garland Sisters” sing at a party for Dr. and Mrs. Marcus Rabwin, held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. S.E. Rykoff. (Dr. Marcus Rabwin was one of the most important men in Judy’s life, second only in importance to her father: He had convinced Judy’s parents to let her be born when they were actually thinking of abortion, as they didn’t want any more children. Rabwin would be a constant throughout Judy’s life, and as late as a year or two before her passing, he was still running to her side whenever needed, to treat her, to help her. He most likely was the only person at her funeral to have known her for, literally, her entire life.)


December 7, 1934: (Personal Appearance) “The Gumm Sisters”; Valley Theater, Lancaster, California. (The girls last appearance at their father’s Lancaster theater.)


December 8, 1934: (Vaudeville) “The Garland Sisters”; Irving Strouse’s Sunday Nite Vaudeville Frolics; Wishire-Ebell Theater, Los Angeles, California. (The girls were billed as the “Garland Trio.”)




The Los Angeles Times noted “the Garland Sisters scored a hit, with the youngest member of the trio practically stopping the show with her singing.”


Even more raptuous was critic W. E. Oliver in his review for the Los Angeles Evening Express: “12 Year Old Girl Is Sensation At Frolics” (Headline): “Little Frances . . . sang in a way that produced in the audience sensations that haven’t been equaled in years. Not your smart, adult-aping prodigy is this girl, but a youngster who had the divine instinct to be herself on stage, along with a talent for singing, a trick of rocking the spectators with rhythms, and a capacity for putting emotion into her performance that suggests what Bernhardt must have been at her age. It isn’t the cloying, heavy sentiment her elders so often strive for, but simple, sincere feeling that reaches the heart. The three girls together are an act anyone would want to see. Frances alone is a sensation, and last Saturday’s audience realized it by the way they encored. Much of her individual style of singing was culled by the little girl from her parent’s old act, although she must have the divine spark to be able to sing as she did . . . she would make any show.”





December 14, 1934: “The Garland Sisters”; Los Angeles Evening Examiner Christmas Benefit; Shrine Auditorium, Los Angeles, California.


December 23, 1934: (Vaudeville) Irving Strouse’s Sunday Nite Vaudeville Frolics; Hollywood Playhouse, Hollywood, California. (In various ads, the billing appeared as “Garland 3”, and “Frances Garland,” as well as “Frances Garland Trio.”)




George C. Warren of the San Francisco Chronicle wondered if Frances was a child in his review: “The Garland Trio made a great hit last night, especially the small member of the three, called ‘little Francis’ (sic) on the program, but whose singing and action seem much more mature than the short frock and the bare legs indicate. She is very clever whether she is young or old, and deserved the applause.”


San Francisco’s Call-Bulletin decided she was a youngster when they raved: “Frances (has become) the talk of the town in no time at all . . . as much the sweetheart of the stage as Shirley Temple is of the screen, with less renown, and, naturally, with more maturity in her appeal, but no less charm.”





1935


December 25, 1934 to January 1, 1935: (Vaudeville) Curran Theater, San Francisco, California. Los Angeles Frolics show, billed as Irving Strouse’s January Vaudeville Frolics with 60 members, including “Frances Garland and her Sisters” or “Frances Garland Trio.”


January 10, 1935: (Screen Test) “The Garland Sisters” successfully tested and were signed to Universal Studios, for The Great Ziegfeld film. However, when the property was sold that spring to MGM, the girls were dropped from the picture.


January 13, 1935: “Frances Garland”; Irving Strouse’s Sunday Nite Vaudeville Frolics; Wilshire-Ebell Theater, Los Angeles.


January 18, 1935: “The Garland Sisters” performed at Carl Laemmle’s sixty-eighth birthday party; Universal Studios, Universal City, California.


January 26, 1935: “The Garland Sisters” sang at Tommy Hick’s thirteenth birthday party held at the Hick’s home, North Hollywood, California.


February 28, 1935: “The Garland Sisters”; Big Time Revue Vaudeville Night; Wilshire Theater, Santa Monica, California.


March 7, 1935 to March 13, 1935: “The Garland Sisters”; Paramount Theater, Los Angeles, California. (Photograph exists of the only on-stage performance photo of the sisters, and only photo of a family marquee—“The Garland Sisters.”) The girls were earning $110.00 a week at this point, a huge amount in 1935, no doubt helped by reviews like their fifth notice from Variety:




“Garland Sisters, three femmes, one of whom, Frances, is still a child and about 80% of the combination, are excellent harmonists, but it remained for the youngster to tie things up in a knot. Girl looks like a bet for pictures and should make rapid headway. However, she should be coached more proficiently in her foreign tongue songs, particularly the German, as her pronunciation is none too accurate. Otherwise, the kid is tops and deserved everything she drew today.”





March 14, 1935 to March 20, 1935: “The Garland Sisters”; Warfield Theater, San Francisco, California.


March 29, 1935: (Recording) “The Garland Sisters”; Decca Records, Los Angeles, California. The girls cut three test records for Decca. With Ethel Gumm at the piano, the girls sang “Moonglow”; on her own, Frances sang “Bill” and a medley of “On the Good Ship Lollipop”/“The Object of My Affection”/“Dinah.” Unfortunately, the tests were rejected, and the recordings are not thought to exist and may have possibly been erased or destroyed. This was Judy Garland’s first time in front of a recording studio microphone. (Test sheet lists artist as “Francis Garland”; and “Matrix # DLA 158,” for “Bill.”)


Early April 1935: Frank Gumm lost lease on his movie theater, because he owed $2,000 in back rent. The family was now living together at 842 North Mariposa Avenue, near 20th Century Fox studios. Frank leased a new theater, shortly after, in Lomita, twenty miles from Los Angeles.


April 7, 1935: “The Garland Sisters”; Miniature Flashes of Hollywood, Lawlor’s School Spring Musical Play; Masonic Temple Auditorium, Hollywood, California.


April 12, 1935: “The Garland Sisters”; The Lawlor Professional Revue of 1935; Grammar School Auditorium, Lancaster, California.


April 13, 1935: “The Garland Sisters”; B’nai B’rith Annual Midnight Matinee Benefit; Grauman’s Egyptian Theater, Hollywood.


April 19, 1935 to April 21, 1935: “The Gumm Sisters”; the Strand Theater, Long Beach, California.


April 26, 1935 to May 2, 1935: “The Garland Sisters”; Million Dollar Theater, Los Angeles, California.


May 3, 1935 to May 9, 1935: “Three Garland Sisters”; Orpheum Theater, San Francisco, California.


May 11, 1935: “The Gumm Sisters”; the Sisterhood of Temple Israel Mother and Children’s Day; Temple Israel, Hollywood, California.


May 15, 1935 to June 5, 1935: (Vaudeville) “The Garland Sisters”; Paramount Theater, Los Angeles, California. This one-week engagement was extended to three. One critic said Frances was “about as talented an entertainer as one could imagine,” and she earned her sixth Variety review:




“Class act on bill is the Three Garland Sisters, which, for the Paramount booking seems to have concentrated heavily on Francis (sic) the youthful member of the family. Girls do only a couple of harmony numbers, leaving the rest of performance to kid sister, who is talented beyond doubt, and who scores heavily with her rendition of ‘Eili, Eili’ plus a couple of songs in foreign tongue.”





June 8, 1935: “The Garland Sisters”; Lomita Theater, Lomita, California. (Frank Gumm’s theater. Judy’s mother and father began using the Garland name around this time, with ads calling Frank’s theater “Garland’s Lomita Theater.”) This was the first appearance of the girls on the stage of their father’s last movie house. Their second—and final—known appearance would be six days later.


June 10, 1935: Frances’s thirteenth birthday.


June 14, 1935: “The Garland Sisters” and Frankie Darro; Lomita Theater, Lomita, California. (Premiere of the movie Burn ‘Em Up Borneo.) This was the last time the girls appeared at one of their father’s theaters.


June 15, 1935 to July 26, 1935: (Personal Appearance) “The Garland Sisters”; Cal-Neva Lodge, Lake Tahoe, Nevada. It was during this engagement that Frances adopted the name Judy, from the new Hoagy Carmichael song. Also, agent Al Rosen heard her sing here, and would shortly be responsible for leading Judy to MGM. (Though interest had actually been building there for some time.)


August 6, 1935 to August 7, 1935: Possible engagement: “The Garland Sisters”; Hotel Miramar; Santa Monica, California.


August 12, 1935: (Film): “The Garland Sisters”; La Fiesta de Santa Barbara, filmed on location in Santa Barbara; Garland Sisters sing “La Cucaracha” in all-star Technicolor short. This was the girls’ final film, and actually the last job ever for the sisters as a team, and was completed in only half a day. MGM wouldn’t release the film until 1936. (The entire short is on the laser disc of the Jean Harlow movie Libiled Lady. The Garland Sisters’ song is on the 1995 Judy/MGM laser disc box set.)


August 27, 1935: “Children’s Day,” Pan-Pacific Exposition; Open-air Theater, San Diego, California: this was the first billing of “Judy Garland.”


September 13, 1935: (Audition) Judy Garland successfully auditioned for the head of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM), Louis B. Mayer. Judy’s father took her to the studio (in her play clothes), as mother Ethel was playing piano at the Community Playhouse. Metro’s musical mastermind Roger Edens soon replaced Frank at the piano; Edens, who would become one of Judy’s greatest musical influences later said her voice that day had “unbelieveable control, full power in the high register and shimmering warmth in the low.” (Judy sang “Zing! Went The Strings Of My Heart,” and “Eili, Eili.”)


September 16, 1935: (Contract) MGM issues order to legal department to prepare contract “for the services of Judy Garland as an actress.” The contract—spanning seven years, commencing October 1, 1935—called for an initial salary of $100.00 a week, with options every six months for the first year, then once a year for the remaining six years. (The memo also called for correspondence to be addressed to “the artist . . . care of her agents, Al Rosen Agency, 6404 Hollywood Blvd.”) The order for the contract also listed an incorrect, or made-up, birth date, of January 10, 1923, six months later than Judy’s actual birthday of June 10, 1922, and mentioned that she was “living with her parents at 842 North Mariposa, Los Angeles. Telephone—Normandie 5156.” It also allowed her to negotiate for radio broadcasts, but MGM had to give consent before Judy rendered services. (The actual, final version of this first MGM contract ran nineteen pages.)


September 27, 1935: (Contract) Judy’s MGM contract was approved by Los Angeles Superior Court (as Judy was a minor). Frank and Ethel accompanied her to the court house where MGM had the first known photographs of their new star taken. (One of these photos appeared in the 1975 book Rainbow.)


October 1, 1935: Judy’s first day at MGM. (Judy’s days at the studio were mostly taken up by her schooling and her vocal coaching by Roger Edens. The full studio machinery had not yet been activated.)


Early October 1935 (a Saturday, most likely October 5 or October 12): Judy’s first MGM assignment: singing between halves at the University of Southern California Football Game, at the Los Angeles Coliseum, Los Angeles, California. (Judy sang “Fight on for Good Old USC.” She was halfway through when the home team raced out on the field early; the fans’ cheers drowned her out, and she was forced to stop midsong. Another source lists this day as September 30, 1935 and taking place at USC, not at Los Angeles Coliseum.)


Mid October 1935: In a letter Frank Gumm wrote to an old family friend John Perkins of Lancaster, California, he mentioned:




Babe got her seven year contract with M.G.M. and it started October 1 at $150 (sic) per week and the last year she gets $1,000 a week as the salary advances every six months; a very attractive deal. Of course, its all on six months’ options and she has to make good or they have the privilege of letting her go at the end of each six months’ period . . . She is set for the first six months though and her first picture will probably be This Time It’s Love in which Robert Montgomery and Jessie Matthews will be the stars and baby plays opposite Buddie Ebson (sic) a 6 foot 2 comedian that made a big hit with his sister in the new Broadway Melody of 1936. The picture goes into production in January next to be released about next April. Babe, or “Judy” as she is now called, will broadcast Saturday night, October 19 with Wallace Beery on the Shell Chateau hour from 6:30 to 7:30 P.M.





The film Frank mentioned would not happen, but the radio show did—although that was postponed by one week.


October 26, 1935: (Radio) Judy’s first “official” MGM related work, and her national radio network debut: an appearance on Wallace Beery’s Shell Chateau Hour, NBC Radio Network, broadcast “live,” from the KFI Studios in Los Angeles, California, 6:30–7:30 p.m. Judy is introduced by Beery as “a girl here who I think is going to be the sensation of pictures. She’s only twelve years old. . . .” (of course Judy was thirteen and four-plus months old), and following some scripted banter (“I wanna be a singer, Mr. Beery; And I wanna act, too!”), Judy sings “Broadway Rhythm.” Her parents, and sister Jimmie sat in front row of the audience. (Recording of this show still exists, and is the earliest surviving solo recording of Judy aside from the films she made when she was seven years old. Though not on CD, this performance was on several LPs, including an album on the Star-Tone label. No mention is made of her signing her MGM contract, though she would return to the show three weeks later.)


October 27, 1935: Judy sang at a party for Mr. and Mrs. Sam Katz’s wedding anniversary, given by Louis B. Mayer, at the Cafe Trocadero, West Los Angeles, California.


October 31, 1935: (Publicity) Judy’s first “publicity party”: a Halloween party (where she first met Jackie Cooper).


November 3, 1935: Judy sang at Frank Fay Opportunity Night; Cafe Trocadero; West Los Angeles, California.


November 10, 1935: Judy sang at a party for Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Schenck, given by Louis B. Mayer; Cafe Trocadero; West Los Angeles, California.


November 16, 1935: (Radio) Shell Chateau Hour, NBC, 6:30–7:30 p.m., broadcast “live” from KFI Studios, Los Angeles, California. Judy sings “Zing! Went The Strings Of My Heart,” and chats with host Wallace Beery, who said during the introduction: “Since her last appearance here she signed a seven-year contract with the MGM Studios [though of course the contract had been signed before Judy’s first appearance on the show] . . . and the minute she was signed, Sam Katz wrote her into his new picture, Yours and Mine. (Judy would never appear in this film. Judy also sang a reprise of “Zing!”) Ethel was the only family member in the audience, as father Frank Gumm had been taken to the hospital that day, though a radio was placed by his bedside to listen to Judy. (Wallace Beery’s introduction and Judy’s performance of “Zing!” sans the reprise, is available on the four-CD box set Judy released on October 13, 1998, on the 32 Records label; the reprise still exists in private collections.) Judy was taken directly from this radio show, to sing at The MGM Club Dance, at La Monica Ballroom, Santa Monica, California, despite her father being in the hospital.


November 17, 1935: Judy’s father, Frank Gumm, died of spinal meningitis. Judy lost the one person she felt was on her side, and would spend the rest of her life searching for the same type of unconditional support she had received from her dad. Judy later called the death of her father “the most terrible thing that ever happened to me in my life.”


Mid to late November 1935: Judy’s first publicity portrait sitting at the “Gallery” studios, in MGM.


November 25, 1935: Judy sang at the Helpers Dinner; Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles, California.


November 27, 1935: (Record) Judy recorded two more songs—“No Other One” and “All’s Well”—for Decca Records, at their Los Angeles studios. Decca would reject these songs, just as they had the ones made on March 29, 1935. (These recordings are thought to no longer exist.)


November 28, 1935: Judy sang at the Charity Benefit for Los Angeles Orphans; Cafe Trocadero, West Hollywood, California.


[image: image]


From the first gallery publicity portrait sitting for MGM’s newest “featured contract player,” Judy Garland, November 1935. One wonders if the haunting look in her eyes reflects the pain she felt at being fed through the glamour mill at the tender age of thirteen or true anguish from the very recent loss of her father. (Courtesy of Photofest.)


December 1935: MGM decided to loan Judy to Hal Roach, for an Our Gang Follies film, then reversed their decision at the last minute.


December 1, 1935: Judy sang at Will Rogers Memorial Fund Benefit; Shrine Auditorium, Los Angeles, California.


December 12, 1935: Judy sang at Los Angeles Examiner Christmas Benefit; Shrine Auditorium, Los Angeles, California.


December 18, 1935: Judy sang at Elks Movie Star Benefit; Fox Rosemary Theater, Ocean Park, California.


December 30, 1935: Publicity photo shot on this date of Judy with Mickey Rooney and Jane Withers.


1936


Early 1936: Judy continued her daily lessons and training (and schooling) at MGM, six days a week, Monday through Saturday.


Early 1936: Judy, her mother, and sister Jimmie (older sister Suzan had married) moved to a house at 180 South McCadden Place, right in the middle of Hollywood (reported as “respectable rather than glamorous,” though it had Judy’s first swimming pool).


March 10, 1936: (Film) This Time It’s Love had evolved into Born to Dance: Cole Porter was writing the songs, when on this date, he noted in his diary that to his “great joy” the casting would include “Buddy Ebsen opposite Judy Garland,” though Judy would be written out of the film.


Spring 1936: (Film) Judy and fellow MGM contract player Deanna Durbin were teamed in a one-reel test, shown only to an MGM exhibitor’s convention. (This film is not known to exist.) Judy would later joke that she was seen having a dirty face, that she was holding an apple and that she was “Queen of Transelvania.”


Early June 1936: (Personal Appearance) Judy was sent by MGM on her very first trip to New York, for promotional appearances. While there:


June 10, 1936: Judy celebrated her fourteenth birthday, and two days later:


June 12, 1936: (Record) Judy recorded her first released recordings: “Stompin’ At The Savoy,” backed with “Swing, Mr. Charlie,” for Decca Records. Recorded in New York City, at Decca’s main studio at 50 West 57th Street, with Bob Crosby and his Orchestra. This record (#848) listed Judy’s age as thirteen (instead of fourteen), and was released in July 1936. (Bob Crosby’s manager did not want Crosby’s name on “the same record label with this unknown girl,” so no orchestra is listed on the label.) Judy would sign a long-term recording contract with Decca in 1937, and all of her recordings for the label are available on The Complete Decca Masters, Plus from MCA Records, a four-CD box set that contains all seventy-nine singles Decca released during Judy’s 1936–1947 years with the label, along with eleven alternate versions. Featuring a lavish and well-written booklet, and superb digital sound, this set is highly recommended.


Mid June 1936: MGM called Judy back to Hollywood (canceling some East Coast radio shows) to again team with Deanna Durbin in a one reel short, Every Sunday, to test their appeal to audiences.


June 30, 1936: Judy prerecorded her two songs for Every Sunday (“Waltz with a Swing/Americana”; and a reprise of “Americana” with Durbin). This is the first time Judy recorded on the mammoth and legendary recording stages of MGM.


Early July 1936: Judy films her scenes and songs for Every Sunday over a few days. (The short was released on November 28, 1936; by that time Judy would already have a successful feature-length film in release.)


July 1936: (Record) Judy Garland’s first recording available to the public, was released by Decca Records: “Stompin’ At The Savoy”, backed with “Swing, Mr. Charlie” (recorded June 12, 1936: see that date for more info).


July 1936: MGM agreed to loan Judy to 20th Century Fox for her first feature-length film: Pigskin Parade, to begin filming in August 1936.


August 4, 1936: An MGM Inter-Corporate Memo was drawn on this date, to loan Judy to 20th Century Fox studios. (See “Early August 1936 to September 15, 1936,” below.)


August 6, 1936: (Radio) The Shell Chateau Hour, NBC Radio Network, 6:30–7:30 p.m., broadcast live, from WEAF studio, Los Angeles. On her third and final appearance on this show, Judy sang “Revival Day” and “After You’ve Gone” (her first time singing a song which would become associated with her later in her career). (This appearance is known to exist in private collections.)


Early August 1936 to September 15, 1936: (Film) Judy spent five weeks at 20th Century Fox Studios, making her first feature-length film, Pigskin Parade, in a supporting role as “Sairy Dodd.” The part was written especially for Judy, who appears in half a dozen scenes and sings three songs (an additional song, “Hold That Bulldog”, would be cut prior to release), including two powerful solos: “The Texas Tornado” and “It’s Love I’m After.”


September 15, 1936: Judy attended Jackie Cooper’s fourteenth birthday party, at his home.


End of September 1936: Judy’s option was again picked up by MGM.


October 1936: Pigskin Parade played its initial engagements (wide release was in November: Variety review appeared in their November 18, 1936 issue), winning Judy some good notices, including these:




The New York Sun said “[The film features her] piquant face and surprising voice . . . one of the film’s biggest assets.”


The Hollywood Reporter stated: “One of the loftiest highlights is little Judy, who captured the preview audience with a brace of nifty songs.”





(Pigskin would become one of the top moneymakers of the year, and would win an Academy Award Nomination for Stuart Erwin—who played Judy’s brother—in the new Best Supporting Actor category.)


Late 1936: Judy was written into Broadway Melody of 1937 (which eventually became, due to delays, Broadway Melody of 1938). (Judy spent the rest of 1936 as she had the preceding fourteen months or so: reporting to Metro at 9 a.m.—after receiving her morning call from Mary Schroeder, the studio’s “Special Services Department” representative, who would act as Judy’s aid, giving her the assignments, interviews, photo session shoots, etc., for the day. Judy would then spend the day having her school hours and her vocal coaching with her musical mentor, Roger Edens. Her main performing at this moment, until early 1937—when her hectic work schedule would begin—consisted of mainly singing at parties and benefits.)


1937


January 5, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College, CBS Radio Network. (Judy was billed as “the little girl with the big voice”; another guest was George Jessel, who had given Judy her last name in Chicago, back in 1934.)


February 1, 1937: A milestone in Judy’s career. At Clark Gable’s thirty-sixth birthday party, Judy performed her first public rendition of her version of the song that would become her first major hit, with a special opening written by Edens: “Dear Mr. Gable, You Made Me Love You.” (There were some original lyrics relating to the entertainment industry, which would be changed into the version we know now by February 22, 1937.) This song would become her first hit record and would stay in her repertoire (minus the “Dear Mr. Gable” material) up through her final concert. The same night as the Gable party, Judy introduced the number officially at a benefit at the Trocadero.


February 2, 1937: (Radio) Ben Bernie and All the Lads, NBC Radio Network/WJZ, Blue Network (30 Minute Show). Judy sang “Oh Say Can You Swing” (an Edens routine).


February 22, 1937: MGM Dinner-Dance. (Judy sang “Dear Mr. Gable, You Made Me Love You.”)


February 23, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College, CBS Radio Network, Los Angeles. Judy was now added to this 60-minute weekly series as a series regular. (This was her first of three radio series on which she would become a series regular: the next would start in November of 1937; Finally, there was Bob Hope’s radio show during the 1939–1940 season. Judy would appear on only one television series as a regular: Her own variety series for CBS during the 1963–1964 season.) Judy introduced the “Dear Mr. Gable, You Made Me Love You” song nationally on this broadcast. (Judy’s other solos during her sixteen-week stint as series regular would include: “Some Of These Days”; “Slap That Bass”; “They Can’t Take That Away From Me”; “Play, Orchestra, Play”; “Always”; “There’s A Lull In My Life”; and “Alabamy Bound.” All of Judy’s appearances on the Oakie series are believed to still exist. It has been widely rumored that Jack Oakie’s widow completed negotiations to allow for the release of the material on CD. To date, no announcement has been made regarding release, but it is believed the release will ultimately be a two-disc, fifty-song collection. The label was once believed to be Capitol Records; however, a more likely company would be MCA Records, who have had their own successes with compilations of early Garland material recorded for Decca Records.)


March 2, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy, as a series regular, sang “Something In The Air,” and, in tribute to Sophie Tucker (whom she was about to work with), “Some Of These Days.”


March 5, 1937: The first noted date of Judy’s first work on her first MGM feature, Broadway Melody of 1938. On this day, Judy recorded the song, “Everybody Sing,” with Sophie Tucker, one of Judy’s four scheduled solos (although two of them—“Your Broadway And My Broadway” and “Yours And Mine”—would be cut from the film before release. A different rendition/arrangement of “Yours And Mine,” sung by Judy, would play over the opening credits. The “cut” renditions are available on the two-CD set, Judy Garland: Collector’s Gems from the MGM Films, a Turner Classic Movies/Rhino Records label release; #R2 72543; issued on October 1, 1996. Additional takes of “Everybody Sing” are heard on the 1995 MGM laser disc set on Judy.) This was Judy’s first time on MGM’s recording stage—for an MGM feature-length film—to create the vocals to which she would lip-synch on camera. (Meredith Howard was Judy’s MGM “Publicity Aide” at this time—her first publicist.)


March 9, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy’s weekly appearance (though she would miss the next two weeks, due to work on Broadway Melody). (A guest this week was George Jessel.) On this show, Judy sang “The Dixieland Band” as “The Oakie-land Band” in honor of the host.


March 14, 1937: Recording session at MGM for Broadway Melody of 1938. The song, “Your Broadway and My Broadway” was recorded. (After being filmed some time following this recording session, the song would be cut. Only the audio exists today—available on the above mentioned Collector’s Gems two-CD set; other takes can be heard on the 1995 MGM laser disc set. The footage is not known to exist.)


March 30, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy continued her weekly appearances with this show, having missed the shows on March 9 and March 16 due to work on Broadway Melody at MGM. She would now appear on every show until the series’ last show on June 22, 1937. On this show, Judy sang “Goodnight, My Love” and “Slap That Bass.”


April 6, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy’s songs this week: “Let’s Call The Whole Thing Off” with Jack Oakie; and “Smiles.” (This performance of “Smiles” is on Volume One of the AEI Judy Garland LP series, now out of print, and has yet to be released on CD.)


April 13, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy’s songs this week: “Blue Hawaii” and one unidentified number. (Also on this date: The Hollywood Reporter announced that Judy would star in a film called Molly, Bless You with Wallace Beery, Sophie Tucker, and Reginald Gardiner. It would never actually be made.)


April 16, 1937: “Yours And Mine” recorded at MGM (for Broadway Melody of 1938 film). (This version would be cut, after filming, although a different version/arrangement of the song would be heard over the film’s opening credits. Audio of recording session still exists on the two-CD Collector’s Gems; footage of number is not known to exist.)


April 20, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy’s songs this week: “Johnny One Note” and, in tribute to Irving Berlin, “Always.”


April 27, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy’s songs this week: “Swing High, Swing Low” and a second unidentified number.


Early May 1937: MGM’s Exhibitor’s gathering (Judy sang “Dear Mr. Gable, You Made Me Love You”).


May 4, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy sang “The Birth Of The Blues” and “Trailing Along With A Trailer.”


May 7, 1937: Recording session at MGM: Judy’s first recording of “Dear Mr. Gable, You Made Me Love You” (the legendary vocal that would become her first film-song hit). (Different takes of this song can be heard on the 1995 MGM laser disc box set on Judy and on the Rhino Records six-CD box set That’s Entertainment, in which the ending chorus is an alternate to the ending chorus heard in the finished film. The version as it appears in the film can be heard on the Rhino Records single CD Judy Garland In Hollywood—Her Greatest Movie Hits, 1936–1963, released in 1998.)


By now, Judy was heavily into the production of Broadway Melody of 1938, and was officially starting her day at 7 a.m. at her home, where she would be made up on the days she was filming, to be on the set at 9 a.m. This routine would continue until she reached eighteen; then she would have her 7 a.m. makeup call at MGM.


May 11, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy’s weekly appearance as a regular. On this broadcast she sang “Alabamy Bound” and a special arrangement (sort of a sequel to “Dear Mr. Gable”) of “They Can’t Take That Away From Me.” (This version of “They Can’t Take That Away From Me” is on the CD, Judy Garland on Radio, 1936–1944, Volume 1: All The Things You Are, on the Vintage Jazz Classics, LTD Label, #VJC-1043, released in spring, 1993.)


May 18, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy’s songs this week: “Suddenly” and “Play, Orchestra, Play,” which included bits of “Blue Skies”; “April Showers”; “Look For The Silver Lining”; “Singing In The Rain”; and “I Got Rhythm.”


May 25, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy’s songs this week: “A Shine On Your Shoes/Shoe Shine Boy” and also “Swing High, Swing Low.”


May 26, 1937: The Hollywood Reporter announced that Judy would star in the film The Ugly Duckling. (This would later become Everybody Sing, after being called Swing Fever for awhile, and had been planned as a Judy vehicle since late in 1936. Production would not start until August 1937.)


May 27, 1937: The Hollywood Reporter announced that Judy would be dropping out as vocalist on the Jack Oakie show (apparently because she was too busy at MGM. The Oakie show was being canceled anyway, and Judy would stay with the show through its final broadcast on June 22, 1937.)
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Judy rehearsing with Buddy Ebsen for their dance in the finale of her first feature for MGM, Broadway Melody of 1938, filmed March through July 1937. (Courtesy of Photofest.)


June 1, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy’s songs this week: “Dinah” and “Where Are You?”


June 8, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy’s songs this week: “All God’s Chillun Got Rhythm” and “Shine On Harvest Moon.” (This same day, The Hollywood Reporter announced that Judy would star with Mickey Rooney and Freddie Bartholomew in Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry. Bartholomew would later be replaced by Ronald Sinclair when the film went into production in August 1937.)


June 10, 1937: Judy’s fifteenth birthday.


June 15, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy’s songs this week: “There’s A Lull In My Life” and “Johnny One Note.”


June 22, 1937: (Radio) Jack Oakie’s College. Judy’s last appearance and the series’ final show. Judy sang “There’s A Lull In My Life” and, to promote the upcoming release of Broadway Melody of 1938, “Everybody Sing.”


June 23, 1937: The Hollywood Reporter announced that Judy was losing popularity with her neighbors because she was practicing the saxophone, which she was to play in her next movie (she is never seen playing the sax in any of her films).


July 4, 1937: Louis B. Mayer’s (Head of MGM) 4th of July party, which Judy attends.


July 16, 1937: (Radio) Hollywood Hotel, CBS (60 minutes). This show spotlighted the upcoming release of Broadway Melody of 1938.


End of July 1937: Broadway Melody of 1938 film is finished at MGM and would be quickly released on August 20, 1937. (By the early 1990s, all of Judy’s feature films had been released on VHS video cassette and laser disc with the exception of 1960’s Pepe, in which only her singing voice is heard. Some of the VHS tapes of her films are out of print, as are all of the laser discs; few films are available on DVD; those that are available on DVD will be noted.)


Early August 1937: Judy begins work on her second feature for MGM, Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry, her first film with Mickey Rooney (and the first time she’d be working on two films at the same time: by late August 1937, Judy would be in preproduction for Everybody Sing).


August 2, 1937: The Hollywood Reporter announced that MGM was shaping a story, Listen, Darling that would provide Judy with “her first starring role.” (This film would not begin production until late July/early August 1938, a full year later.)


August 13, 1937: Judy’s first MGM “preview” (or “test screening”) of one of her films. Broadway Melody of 1938 was screened at the Village Theater, in Westwood, California. Decca Records president Jack Kaap had flown in from New York to attend the premiere, and later that night in his suite at the Beverly Hills Hotel, he drew up what would become Judy Garland’s first recording contract.


August 14, 1937: The Hollywood Reporter’s review of Broadway Melody said,




The sensational work of young Judy Garland causes wonder as to why she has been kept under wrap these many months. She sings two numbers that are showstoppers and does a dance with Buddy Ebsen. Hers is a distinctive personality well worth careful promotion. A certain picture star.





Here are excerpts from some of the other reviews Judy’s work in Broadway Melody received:




The New York Times, 9-3-37, Brosley Crowther: “Miss Garland particularly has a tour-de-force in which she addresses lyrical apostrophes to a picture of Clark Gable. She puts it over, in fact, with a bang.”


The New York Herald-Tribune: “A girl named Judy Garland does a heartwarming song about her love for Clark Gable, which the audience seemed to like.”


Film Weekly: “Judy Garland, youngest member of the cast, can best be described as a ‘Tucker in her teens,’ her torch singing being unquestionably first-rate. Even a rather silly song designed to boost Gable, takes on touching pathos when she puts it over. Obviously a ‘find,’ of whom more is going to be heard.”


The Los Angeles Herald-Express: “(Judy) really walks away with the picture. Here is not only a complete artist, but a personality that takes you by storm.”





August 20, 1937: Judy issues her first public “Thank You” (to Sam Katz, Jack Cummings, and Roger Edens, for their hand in Broadway Melody) in a trade paper, which appeared in this day’s issue of The Hollywood Reporter.


Summer 1937: Judy’s mother, Ethel, changed Judy’s agent. After briefly considering Abe Lastfogel of the William Morris Agency, Ethel replaced Al Rosen (Judy’s first real agent, the one who helped get her into MGM), with Jesse Martin.


August 23, 1937: Judy was making personal appearances at the San Francisco Paramount Theater in connection with Broadway Melody of 1938.


August 26, 1937: MGM recording session. Judy recorded “Swing, Mr. Mendelson” for Everybody Sing, which had just started production. (Judy was also working on Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry. An “extended version” of “Swing” can be heard on the Collector’s Gems CD set.)


August 30, 1937: (Record) Judy’s first recording contract with Decca Records (for an initial six months) was “sealed,” with a recording session that produced one single (two songs): “Everybody Sing,” from Broadway Melody of 1938, backed with “All God’s Chillun Got Rhythm.” The single would be released in September 1937 as Decca 78 single # 1432. (Judy would have some thirty sessions for Decca over the next ten years, producing a total of seventy-seven songs for the label along with the two cut for her first single in 1936, before she signed with the label.)


September 11, 1937: MGM recording session: “Sun Showers,” from Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry. (This song was cut after filming. The song still exists and is included in the Collector’s Gems Rhino set; the footage is not known to exist.)


September 20, 1937: MGM recording session: “Got A Pair Of New Shoes,” for Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry. (There is a longer version recorded than the one used in the final film. This “extended version” can be found on the above-mentioned Rhino Collector’s Gems two-CD set.)


September 24, 1937: (Record) Decca session, in Hollywood, that produced Judy’s first hit single, “Dear Mr. Gable: You Made Me Love You,” backed with “You Can’t Have Everything.” The single would be released the following month. (Spike Jones played the drums for this session.)


Late Summer/Early Fall 1937: Rehearsal recording made with Judy singing “Feeling Like A Million” to promote Broadway Melody of 1938; Roger Edens accompanies her on the piano. (This recording is found on the four-CD box set Judy on the 32 Records label, released October 13, 1998.)


October 4, 1937: MGM recording session: “Down on Melody Farm” (for Everybody Sing). (A longer version than heard in the film is available on the two-CD Rhino Collectors’ Gems set.)


October 12, 1937: (Radio) Ben Bernie and All the Lads, NBC Radio, Los Angeles, WJZ Blue Network. (A 30-minute program.) Judy sang “They Can’t Take That Away From Me” and “Got A Pair Of New Shoes” from her upcoming release, Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry.


October 24, 1937: MGM recording session: “Got A Pair Of New Shoes” (finale version with Rooney and Sinclair) for Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry, then a radio show: Thirty Minutes in Hollywood broadcast over WOR Radio, starring George Jessel. Judy sang “Dear Mr. Gable: You Made Me Love You” to plug Broadway Melody of 1938, which was now in wide release.


End of October 1937: Judy finishes production of Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry at MGM. The film would be released on November 26, 1937.


November 4, 1937: (Radio) New Faces of 1938, NBC, WEAF, Red Network (60 minutes). This series’ name would be changed to Good News of 1938 with the next broadcast, and was produced in association with MGM. (This episode spotlighted Broadway Melody of 1938, with Judy singing her songs from the film. Judy would be added to its roster as a regular—or more appropriately as a semi-regular. There would be 11 additional appearances from November 1937 to May 1938.)


November 6, 1937, November 7, 1937, and November 8, 1937: Judy performing “Silent Night” was rehearsed, recorded, and filmed at MGM for the 1937 MGM Christmas Trailer. (This song is on the 1995 Judy laser disc box set, The Golden Years At MGM.)


November 18, 1937: (Radio) Good News of 1938, NBC. (Judy’s songs not verified.)


November 19, 1937: Publicity photos were taken with Judy, Alan Jones, and Fanny Brice for their Everybody Sing movie.


November 25, 1937: (Radio) Good News of 1938, NBC. Judy sang “Got A Pair Of New Shoes” to promote Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry, which was released the next day.


December 13, 1937: MGM recording session for Everybody Sing. The song, “Shall I Sing A Melody?” was recorded by Judy (the audio is found on the Collectors’ Gems CD set).


December 21, 1937: The song “Why? Because!” was filmed by Judy and Fanny Brice (who played Baby Snooks for the only time on film) for Everybody Sing. (This was recorded “live” on the set, with no pre-recording done. The Rhino two-CD Collectors set utilized a partially alternate take, as the ending of the song is slightly different in the finished film.)


1938


Early January 1938: Judy finishes production of Everybody Sing at MGM. (Release date was February 4, 1938.) The following are excerpts from the notices:




Variety, 1-26-38: “The diminutive Judy Garland takes a long leap forward to stardom. She has what it takes.”


Film Weekly: “Judy Garland is an extremely clever little comedian. She proves it in a delightful duet with Fanny Brice, and anyone who stands up to Miss Brice at her own comedy game is very good indeed. Also, Garland’s is the number which lifts the picture into the ‘excellent’ class: her burlesque of ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,’ complete with blacked face and ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ curls, is as good as anything I have seen in my recent film going.”


Kinematograph Weekly (British publication): “She has a sense of character, a sense of humor, and, above all, an amazing flair for hot rhythm.”
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