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INTRODUCTION


Finding a great job without a college degree is hard to do—but it’s possible. In fact, more and more, going to college doesn’t nec essarily guarantee you a job. In the past few years, only one in four college graduates find jobs in their field. And, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, eight out of the ten fastest growing jobs don’t require college degrees.


But that doesn’t mean these jobs are easy to get. You’ll need to be willing to work hard. And you’ll also need something else. The people who build a successful career without college are all passionate about their work. They’re excited about it. They’re committed to getting better and better at what they do. They don’t just want to make money. They want to make money doing some thing they truly love.


So a good place for you to start is to make a list of the things you find really interesting. What excites you? What do you love doing? Is there any way you could turn that into a job?


Now talk to people who already have jobs in that field. How did they get where they are today? Did they go to college—or did they find success through some other route? Do they know anyone else you can talk to? Talk to as many people as you can to get as many perspectives as possible.


According to the U.S. Department of Labor, two out of every three jobs require on-the-job training rather than a college degree. So your next step might be to find an entry-level position


in the field that interests you. Don’t expect to start at the top. Be willing to learn while you work your way up from the bottom.


That’s what almost all the individuals in this series of books did: they started out somewhere that probably seemed pretty distant from their end goal—but it was actually the first step in their journey. Celebrity Simon Cowell began his career working in a mailroom. Jim Skinner, who ended up running McDonald’s Corporation, started out flipping burgers. World-famous cook Rachael Ray worked at a candy counter. All these people found incredible success without a college degree—but they all had a dream of where they wanted to go in life . . . and they were will ing to work hard to make their dream real.


Ask yourself: Do I have a dream? Am I willing to work hard to make it come true? The answers to those questions are important!
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CHAPTER 1


KING OF THE WORLD




Words to Know


controversial: If someone is controversial, that means people can’t agree as to what they think about him. Some people may like him a lot, while others dislike him or disapprove of him.


Academy Award Show: The Academy Award Show is where the oscar Awards are handed out.


revoking: Revoking means taking back something that had been made legal so that it is no longer in effect.





James Cameron is a controversial Hollywood figure. As a famous movie director, he inspires everything from admi ration to dislike. Nothing highlights that more than what happened at the 1998 Academy Award Show.


Cameron, along with four others, was nominated for the cat egory of Best Director. He had just come out with Titanic, the biggest movie of the year, and maybe the biggest film of the decade. Titanic had been nominated for fourteen oscars, tying the record for the most nominations ever. It had already won sev eral throughout the night, and would go on to win a few more, including the prize for Best Picture.


But right now, everyone was worrying about Best Director. The presenter looked down at his card that held the winner’s iden tity, paused . . . and then read out the name of James Cameron. People broke into applause. Cameron turned and kissed his wife, hopped out of his seat, and walked toward the stage, shaking hands and hugging people as he went. This was his first Academy Award for Best Director, although he had been making movies for three decades. Once he reached the stage, he thanked the stars of Titanic, the movie’s crew and producers, and his family. All pretty standard stuff for an Oscar winner. But before walking off, he hoisted up his prize and yelled, “I’m king of the world!”


This phrase was actually a quote from Titanic. However, a lot of people felt that Cameron wasn’t being serious enough. He didn’t seem to be showing the proper amount of gratitude for his Academy Award. Maybe that quote was more than just a movie reference, they thought. Instead, it was Cameron’s way of telling everyone that he was the best filmmaker in the world. It was proof of his big ego!
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