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Mother of the Groom

By Augusta Trobaugh

Nobody thought William would ever get married. 

“Poor William,” everyone said. “His Mama’s spoiled him so rotten, no woman will ever want him.”

But one did.

Sally Ann Baxter. She was dimpled and effervescent and smart enough to recognize that what other people in town called William’s “being spoiled” was really a deep sensitivity and responsiveness to women in general, and to her in particular. He hung upon her every word and upon her non-words as well. The mere twitch of her eyebrow could solicit from him a comforting: “Anything wrong, honey?”

But when William brought Sally Ann home to meet his Mother, a chill fell over the entire town, as if one of those Siberian Express cold fronts suddenly leaped from the barren reaches of Canada and landed right on the green, moist August air of Sweet Bottom, Georgia.
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