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To Cricut crafters everywhere—


I hope this book inspires you to create beautiful things.









[image: Image]









[image: Image]







Introduction


Hi, crafty friend! I am so excited that you have discovered this book and that we get to craft together! My name is Crystal Allen, I’m the owner of Hello Creative Family, and I LOVE Cricut crafting! When I first started using a Cricut cutting machine back in 2014, I had no idea how much this incredible crafting tool would change my life.


My Cricut has introduced me to an amazing community of crafters from all around the world, some of whom have become super close friends. My Cricut has created business opportunities for me that I never imagined. From writing craft books, to selling my own design files, to selling projects I’ve made with my machine both locally and online—my cutting machines have opened so many doors for me, and those doors just keep opening! Perhaps most importantly, though, my Cricut has allowed me to spread pieces of love to people I care about in the form of handmade gifts.


I can’t even begin to tell you how much joy and satisfaction I get from giving someone I love something I made for them using my Cricut. My Cricut cutting machines allow me to personalize gifts so that they are one of a kind. I truly believe that when someone I care about receives one of my handmade gifts, they can feel my love poured into it. My guess is that you feel the same way, too!


That’s why I’m so excited that this book is all about handmade gifts made with the Cricut! It’s filled with 30 projects that are perfect for gifting for all kinds of special occasions including weddings, birthdays, housewarming, baby showers, teacher appreciation, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Christmas, and more!


Not only are these projects great for giving as handmade gifts, but they’ll also help you really get to know your Cricut cutting machine and all the amazing things it’s capable of. I’m sure it will help inspire a ton of your own unique ideas and might even help you make that leap to selling projects you make with your Cricut online and/or at craft fairs! People love giving handmade gifts, and if they can’t make them themselves, they love supporting artists who do!


I’ve broken this book into six sections:


Which Cricut Is Right for You


In this section, I will share the differences between the Cricut Joy, the Cricut Explore, and the Cricut Maker, tell you what materials each machine cuts, and help you determine which machine is right for you!


Unboxing Your Cricut and Setting It Up


I have heard from so many readers that they bought a Cricut and that it’s been sitting in a box in their craft room for six months or more! I’m going to show you how easy it is to unbox your Cricut, get it set up, and to create your very first project.


Cricut Design Space Basics


Design Space is amazing! Once you know how to use it, the sky is the limit for what you can create! I’m going to walk you through the basics, and before you know it, you’ll be using Design Space like a pro!


Download Your Free Cut Files!


I’m giving you the free personal use cut files for all the projects in this book, too, so that making them is a breeze! Find the download link and password on page 46.


Your Cricut Toolbelt


There are so many Cricut tools and accessories on the market, but which ones do you actually need? I’m sharing my favorite tools that will help make your craft life easier and help you get professional results every time.


30 Handmade Gift Ideas with Free Cut Files


You have your Cricut, it’s all set up, you know how to use Design Space—now it’s time for the real fun to begin! I’m sharing with you 30 projects that are perfect for giving as handmade gifts using some of the most popular materials to cut with your Cricut.


If you finish all the projects in this book, I can pretty much guarantee you will be a Cricut expert and that the sky will be the limit for what you can make.


Now, if you’re reading this book, then chances are you fall into one of four categories:


1. You’ve heard about the amazing things that Cricut cutting machines can do and you are considering buying one. (Do it!!! Your life will be forever changed.)


2. You’ve recently purchased a Cricut, it’s still sitting in its box, you’re feeling overwhelmed, and you’re looking for a bit of help. (You have come to the right place! I can’t wait to help you get that bad boy out of the box, set up, and get you to start crafting!)


3. You are a Cricut newbie, you’ve unboxed your Cricut, you’ve cut your first few projects, but now you’re feeling overwhelmed by ALL THE THINGS it can do. (We are going to have so much fun! Before you know it, you’re going to be a Cricut expert and will be cutting this, that, and everything with your Cricut.)


4. You are a Cricut expert, your Cricut is your “ride or die” craft tool, you know it can do so many amazing things, and you’re here for some extra crafty inspiration! (Yay!!! I hope you are inspired by the 30 projects in this book and that you have so much fun with it.)
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Wherever you are in your Cricut crafting journey, I hope this book inspires you to create beautiful things. My favorite thing to talk about is Cricut crafts, so if you ever have a question or want to chat about Cricut visit hellocreativefamily.com and send me a message. Show me what you’ve been making by using the hashtag #hcfcricutcrafts and tagging @hellocreativefamily on Instagram!


I cannot wait to craft with you!
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Which Cricut Is Right for You?


You’ve seen all the amazing Cricut crafts your friends have made on Facebook. You’ve been dazzled by your favorite influencers’ Cricut creations on Instagram. You’ve pinned more than a few incredible Cricut projects on Pinterest. And now you’ve made the decision—it’s time to buy a Cricut! Yay! I am so excited for you! Now the only question is: Which one to buy? The Cricut Joy, the Cricut Explore, or the Cricut Maker?


The first thing to note is that the Cricut Maker can do everything that the Cricut Explore can, and more. If money isn’t a consideration, then I highly suggest you buy the Cricut Maker.


Let’s be honest, though—money is a consideration for most of us. So, what’s the difference between the Cricut Maker, the Cricut Explore, and the Cricut Joy? Let’s compare the three machines, shall we?


CRICUT CAPABILITIES






	Simple to learn to use







	Cuts, writes, and scores compatible materials







	Bluetooth capable







	Number of tool holders







	Setting for 2 times faster cutting and writing







	Maximum material width







	Maximum material length







	Compatible with Smart Materials







	Compatible with Card Mat







	Print Then Cut capability







	10 times more cutting pressure







	Compatible with Cricut’s Adaptive Tool Set







	Rotary Blade for cutting fabric







	Knife Blade for cutting thicker materials including chipboard and basswood







	Scoring Wheels for creating creases perfect for paper crafts







	Engraving Tip for creating engraved handmade items







	Debossing Tip for creating debossed designs







	Wavy Blade for creating wavy edges quickly and seamlessly







	Perforation blade for creating evenly spaced perforated tear-offs
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Cricut Maker
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Cricut Explore
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Cricut Joy





Cricut Joy—The Portable Cutting Machine


The Cricut Joy is Cricut’s new mini-but-mighty cutting machine. Weighing in at less than four pounds, the Cricut Joy makes crafting anywhere and everywhere easy! The new technology in this machine lets you cut Cricut brand Smart Vinyl, Smart Iron-on, and Smart Infusible Ink without a mat!


One of the biggest features (besides the portability) that has given this tiny cutting machine such a big buzz is the matless technology. When using Cricut’s “Smart” product, you can cut a single design that is 4.5 inches in width by 4 feet in length, repeated up to 20 feet in length.


Another feature that has paper crafters especially excited is the Cricut Joy Card Mat. The mat has a folder on top that allows you to insert the back half of a pre-made blank Cricut Card into the folder, keeping it protected so that you cut only the top part of the card.


The Cricut Joy can cut 50 materials including iron-on, vinyl, Infusible Ink Transfer Sheets, cardstock, and Smart Labels. You can find the full list in the Appendix: Which Materials Can Each Cricut Cut? section of this book (page 226).


The Cricut Joy is an incredible little machine that makes crafting portable and is perfect for small spaces. The capabilities aren’t as wide as with the Cricut Maker and Cricut Explore, however, this machine is a fabulous starter machine and perfect for crafters with small spaces, people who want to craft on the go, kids and classrooms, or for people who don’t see themselves creating projects that are more than 4.5 inches in width.


Cricut Maker vs. Cricut Explore. What’s the difference?


The biggest difference between the Cricut Maker and the Cricut Explore is the invention of the Adaptive Tool System, which the Cricut Maker has and the Cricut Joy and Cricut Explore do not. Unique to the Cricut Maker, the Adaptive Tool system brings together three major technologies that give professional class–cutting versatility and performance:


1. Delivers 10 times (almost 9 pounds/4 kilograms) more cutting force than the Explore line. Now that’s a lot of power!


2. Uses a sophisticated steering system to actively control the direction of the blade at all times. (That’s what the shiny gold teeth at the top of each tool do!)


3. Tests to be sure you are using the correct blade before it starts cutting and tells you to change it if necessary . . . which makes this system pretty much goof-proof!
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At the time of writing this book, Cricut had eight Adaptive Tools available. Each of the tools that have a number (Scoring Wheels, Perforation Blade, Debossing Tip, Wavy Blade, and Engraving Tip) are part of the Maker’s QuickSwap Toolset, which means you only need one housing and can change the tool tip with a push of a button. To change the tool tips, you simply press the button at the top of the housing, which releases the tip and allows you to put on a new one!




The Adaptive Tools That Can Be Used with the Cricut Maker Only





Cricut Knife Blade:


Every DIYers dream! Use the knife blade to cut through thicker materials such as balsa wood, basswood, chipboard, tooling leather, garment leather, craft foam, and matboard! The knife blade makes multiple precise cuts with the Maker’s increased cutting force to deliver amazing results.


Cricut Rotary Blade:


This handy tool is every sewer’s dream! Say bye-bye to your handheld rotary cutter and let your Cricut Maker do all the precision cutting for you! The rotary blade can cut beautiful designs through a variety of fabrics and materials, including felt, quilter’s cotton, denim, canvas, silk, and crepe paper! It lets you spend time doing what every seamstress loves—sewing!


Cricut Scoring Wheel and Double Scoring Wheel #1&2:


Make beautiful cards, tags, gift boxes, 3D home décor, and more with Cricut’s two professional-quality scoring wheels. These single and double scoring wheels can score thin, thick, and coated paper using ten times more pressure than Cricut’s Scoring Stylus, giving you sharp creases that fold with ease.


Cricut Basic Perforation Blade #11:


Create a neat tear line every time with Cricut’s Perforation blade! Use the perforation blade to create coupon books, raffle tickets, peel-aways, and more! The perforation blade creates evenly spaced perforations for both straight and curved lines as well as shapes. Works with different types of paper, poster board, acetate, and more!


Cricut Fine Debossing Tip #21:


The dream tool for every paper crafter! Get rid of those debossing folders and create your own highly detailed, personalized debossed designs using the Cricut Debossing Tip! Use for cards, gift tags, gift boxes, planner dashboards, and more! Works beautifully on leather, cardstock, coated paper, basswood, and other materials.


Cricut Wavy Blade #31:


Create a fun, wavy line out of paper, fabric, iron-on, and vinyl using the Cricut Wavy Blade! The wavy blade takes much less time to cut than a regular blade because of its specially sculpted stainless steel blade. Create fun finished edges on envelopes, cards, vinyl decals, and more!


Cricut Engraving Tip #41:


The Cricut Engraving Tip is every jewelry maker’s dream come true! Engrave on a wide variety of metal jewelry blanks to create pet tags, bracelets, necklaces, art pieces, and other personalized keepsakes! The engraving tip can be used to engrave text, monograms, decorative flourishes, and other fun designs to create one-of-a-kind handmade items.


Let’s break it down:


• Because the Cricut Maker uses an Adaptive Tool System, it’s able to cut more than 300 different types of material, and there are new ones being added consistently as Cricut releases new Adaptive Tools.


• The Cricut Explore can cut more than 100 different types of material, which is still amazing, and has a lower price point than the Cricut Maker.


• The Cricut Maker can do all the things that the Cricut Explore can do (and then some), so if money isn’t a consideration or you are a hardcore crafter, then the Cricut Maker is definitely the machine for you.


• If you’re on a budget and/or are just getting started with crafting, then the Cricut Explore might be a fabulous option for you—and you can always upgrade later!


I would suggest thinking about all the things you would love to make with your Cricut and taking a look at the cutting material lists in this book (page 226) to determine which machine is right for you.


Additionally, as you flip through the pages of this book, check to see which projects you would most like to try, and see which machine can be used for those projects. Many of them can be made with the Cricut Joy, Cricut Explore, or Cricut Maker, but there are some that can only be made with the Cricut Maker.


For me, the big selling points for the Cricut Maker were the rotary cutter tool for cutting fabric; the knife blade for cutting chipboard, basswood, and balsa wood; and the engraving tip for engraving on metal. Those four materials make the investment into a Cricut Maker worth the extra money, in my eyes.
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Unboxing Your Cricut and Setting Up


So, you’ve picked the Cricut that’s right for you. You’ve gone to the craft store to pick it up or have waited patiently for it to arrive in the mail. It’s the big day! Time to unbox your brand new Cricut! Are you excited? I feel like Cricut owners fall into one of two categories:


1. The people who dive right in and unbox their Cricut as soon as humanly possible.


2. The people who leave their Cricut in the box for months, who want more than anything to start crafting but are feeling daunted.


No matter which category you fall into, I’ve got your back! Unboxing your Cricut and setting it up for the first time is so simple! I’m going to walk you through each step of unboxing so you’ll be all set to get your Cricut out and start having fun with it!
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When purchasing your Cricut Maker or Cricut Explore from the Cricut website, you’ll have the option of buying just the machine or a machine bundle. Most craft stores sell just the machine (not bundles). Regardless of whether you get a machine or a machine bundle, your Cricut is going to come in a box, and each box will come with the same basic components inside. They are:


• Your Cricut Cutting Machine


• Cutting mat


• Power cord


• USB cord for connecting your Cricut to your computer


• A pen


• Cutting blade (This may be loaded inside of your Cricut, so don’t panic if you don’t see it right away.)


• Let’s Get Started packet (This will have an instruction book, step-by-step guide for setting up your new machine, materials for a new project, and a trial membership for Cricut Access.)


Let’s Get Started Unboxing Your Machine!


Step 1: Remove everything from the box and make sure that all the components are there for your machine. Check the side of the box for the list of the pieces that come with your machine.


Step 2: Remove the plastic covering from your Cricut.


Step 3: Open the “Let’s Get Started” packet.


Step 4: Turn your Cricut around and plug in the power cord.


Step 5: Go to cricut.com/setup and follow the instructions to connect your Cricut via Windows, Mac, IOS, or Android.
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Note: If you already have a Cricut, navigating to cricut.com/setup will take you straight to Design Space. Connect your Cricut to your computer with the USB cord, click on a project you want to make, click “Make It,” and Design Space will connect to your new machine.


To learn how to connect your Cricut’s bluetooth connection with Windows, Mac, IOS or Android, go to https://tinyurl.com/cricutbluetooth.


Step 6: Now you’re ready to make! Your Cricut will come with a project that’s perfect for a first timer! Or you can get started with one of the projects from this book!
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Cricut Design Space 101


Ready to start using your Cricut? Whether your design idea is extremely simple, or intricate and complex, you can’t cut a project using your Cricut cutting machine without using Cricut Design Space!


If you’re a technophobe like me, the thought of mastering a new computer program can seem overwhelming. You’re in luck for two reasons:


1. You’ve got me here to walk you through it!


2. Cricut’s design software is extremely easy to use if you know the basics, and you can build on more advanced techniques the more you use it.


Cricut will automatically prompt you to download Design Space during your machine setup. Once you have it downloaded, click on the Cricut C application icon to open the program, and let’s get started!


In this chapter of the book, I’m going to walk you through using Cricut Design Space on your computer. Cricut Design Space is also available as an app for iOS and Android users. The abilities between the desktop version and the app version of Design Space are all very similar, so you may just have to poke around to figure out where each tool lives.


First Glance


When you open Cricut Design Space, you’ll be brought to a home screen with lots of options for things you can do.


Along the top of the screen, you’ll see clickable photos of featured machines and supplies you can buy from Cricut.com. You’ll probably also see an advertisement for Cricut Access; more on that later.


Below the advertisements, you’ll see a category called My Projects, with a box that has a + sign within a circle that says New Project.


Below that, you’ll see different categories of ready-to-make projects. These are projects created by Cricut, Cricut brand partners, and Cricut Community Members that have already been designed and can be cut with the push of a button.
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This is your Home screen. Top line shows Cricut promotions. Second line shows “New Project” button and projects you’ve created and saved. Third and fourth lines show ready-to-make projects.





On some of the photos, you will see a green A. The green A is a symbol for Cricut Access and lets you know that if you have a Cricut Access membership, this cut file is free for you to use.




What Is Cricut Access?





Cricut Access is a subscription service that Cricut sells that gives you instant, free access to 100,000+ images, 100+ fonts, and hundreds of ready-to-make projects. Cricut Access members also receive a discount on Cricut purchases including ordering supplies from Cricut.com and licensed images through Design Space.


Cricut Access memberships are available billed monthly or annually.


When you purchase a Cricut cutting machine, it comes with a free month subscription to Cricut Access, which gives you a good opportunity to try out the service.
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