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INTRODUCTION





  As I finish writing this book, it’s March Madness, 2019. It’s what every college basketball team fights to get to every year.




  I’m watching the Duke University Blue Devils versus the Louisiana State University (LSU) Tigers on television. The Blue Devils are one of the teams favored to win the entire tournament. LSU came into the tournament as underdogs, but they are not playing like it. Instead, they give Duke a run for their money, nearly knocking them out of contention.




  The game literally comes down to the last second. Two LSU layups circle the rim but don’t fall through. LSU loses by one point and their players collapse on the court, overwhelmed with emotion because they missed their chance to get to the Sweet 16. They fought hard—really hard—but Duke advanced. Watching at home, I screamed at incredible three-pointers, slam dunks, and blocked shots. I felt crushed for the Tigers and excited for the Blue Devils all at the same time.




  College hoops brings so much adrenaline to the court, it’s crazy.




  Actually, sports as a whole is very exciting, but if you’re holding this book you’re a sports fan and you already know that. When I was a young girl, I was obsessed with the New York Mets (and their infielder Doug Flynn to be honest). I was in college during their 1986 season when the Mets made a run for the World Series. I watched almost every game, and those I couldn’t watch because I had class at the New York Institute of Technology (NYIT) I would listen to on my portable radio (I know I just dated myself, but that’s okay).




  The seventh and final game was played on Monday, October 27, 1986, at 8:30 p.m., and I had a night class. I walked into class with my portable radio on and my headphones in. I took the headphones out of my ears because class was about to start, but my professor stopped me and told me that if I was listening to the game I could keep them in. He would give me the notes if I told him if someone scored. That really happened.




  The game wasn’t over by the time class ended. NYIT is on the corner of 61st and Broadway in New York City. I had a train to catch at Grand Central Station at 42nd Street, but I decided to walk the 20 blocks so I could listen to the game. I peeked in sports bars along the way to watch a batter or two. When I got down to Grand Central Station, the game still wasn’t over, but I didn’t want to miss my train.




  The Mets were winning 8–5, heading into the top of the ninth inning. Three more Boston outs and the championship was ours. As I walked into Grand Central Station, I saw a group of people huddled around a portable television watching the game. I had a few minutes before the train left, so I huddled with them. When the Mets retired the Sox to win the Series, our screams echoed throughout the cavernous train station. It was a moment I have obviously not forgotten. I cried.




  There is so much more to sports than just watching it on television. Seeing a game in person and feeling those thunderous chants reverberate in your chest is a feeling like no other. Before I went to NYIT, I spent a semester at Florida State University in Tallahassee and attended two Seminoles football games. So much fun! You have to be at one to truly understand.




  Here’s my favorite sports story: I am the youngest of four children and I have three older brothers. All of us—including my mom—love sports. My mom watches the Dallas Cowboys every time she can and screams until she’s practically hoarse. When I was seven, my father passed away. One of my brothers came up to me and asked who my favorite football team was. I didn’t have one at the time, so I asked “who did Daddy root for?” They told me the Green Bay Packers. “I’m a Green Bay Packers fan then,” I said.




  I had never watched a Packers game and didn’t for about two years after I said that. Then I was hooked. I loved football and fell in love with the Green and Gold. Way back then, I decided that one day I was going to go to Green Bay, Wisconsin, and step on the 50 yard line of Lambeau Field. I didn’t know how, but I would. I am a die-hard Packers fan and going to Lambeau Field became #2 on my bucket list. While it might seem easy to do, sometimes life takes you in different directions, and you can’t exactly take the trips you want to take when you want to take them.




  It took me a long time, but on Friday, October 7, 2016, I finally drove up to Lambeau Field, crying as I pulled into the stadium parking lot. On Saturday, October 8, 2016, I took a behind-the-scenes tour of Lambeau, which included walking on the field. My dream came true. There I was on the field! Well, the sidelines—they don’t let you step directly on the field, but I had my feet right next to the 50 yard line. I made it! The tour guide even let us stay an extra minute as the others filed out because I told him how this was a bucket list moment for me and I didn’t want it to end. I then watched the Packers defeat the New York Giants the next day. I made it to a Packers game at Lambeau. (Side note: My brothers were wrong. My dad was a Minnesota Vikings fan! Oh well, I’m not rooting for them now!)




  That’s the excitement of sports! It’s where the idea for this book came from. Sharing my story about Lambeau with others opened up their stories to me. I learned about sports fans who rented vans and went to every professional football stadium or baseball stadium across the country, and fans who even went on cruises with players from their favorite team. Then I found out about all the sports museums that this country has that many people don’t even know about. Add in the locations where some of your favorite sports films were made and all of the sports-related statues—so much to see and do! I wanted to create a one-stop traveling guide to what sports lovers can do in the United States, so I hope you enjoy this book as much as I enjoyed putting it together.






   Travel Tip




  Corporate sponsorships change often. Some stadium names may have changed since publication of this book.







   Accessible Sports Travel




  Candy Harrington is an expert on accessible travel, authoring multiple books on the subject including the Barrier-Free Travel series and 101 Accessible Vacations. She is also the founder of Emerging Horizons, the source for accessible travel news (http://emerginghorizons.com/). So when I was writing this book and thinking about the stadiums and museums being accessible for travelers, I knew I had to talk to her. Here are her tips:








  	 Don’t assume something is not accessible because it’s historic. “Take Babe Ruth’s birthplace in Maryland, for example. They put an elevator in years ago, so give the place a call or look on the website if you’re not sure.”




  	 Most stadiums are accessible. “I haven’t encountered a stadium tour that isn’t wheelchair accessible. All stadiums are accessible, but the tours may have a different route for a wheelchair to take to see everything, just so you know.”




  	 When it comes to getting accessible tickets to a sporting event, there is typically a separate method. “They don’t usually go out into the general population. Mostly professional sports venues have a special number to call to get accessible tickets and they are not more expensive than regular tickets.”




  	 When it comes to big events, like the Super Bowl, Candy says she usually gets questions from fans in January once they know their team has made it. That’s a big mistake. “There is a separate lottery for ADA Super Bowl tickets, which takes place from February to September of the previous year. The lottery is drawn in October, so you have to plan ahead for that one. Most people I know who go, do it by venue. For example, if they know the Super Bowl is being played in Atlanta and they know they can get there, they enter. If your name is picked, and you don’t want the tickets, you’re not obligated, but I really never talked to anyone who has returned them.”


  





  A few notes: I’m sure I missed something, so be sure to contact me and I’ll add it to the next edition. For college, I focus mostly on basketball and football and, in many cases, mostly men’s basketball, but please support the women too!




  And, I have to say it: Go Pack Go!









  
ALABAMA





  Okay, say it with me loud and proud . . . Roll Tide! Baby, we’re in Alabama now where your sports life—for the most part—centers around college and the Alabama Crimson Tide sports teams. This is where the legendary Paul “Bear” Bryant was the University of Alabama’s head coach for 25 years and won, count ’em, six national championships. It’s where he motivated his players with such quotes as, “Show class, have pride, and display character. If you do, winning takes care of itself.” To honor Bryant’s accomplishments and learn more about the impact that he had on this state and his players, make sure to visit Paul W. Bryant Museum in Tuscaloosa, and while you’re there, plan your trip during the school’s football season so you can also take in a game at Bryant-Denny Stadium. For those of you who want to do a college football tour, it wouldn’t be complete without seeing the Auburn University Tigers and the University of Alabama at Birmingham Blazers.




  But hang on, because Alabama is more than just football (although you may want to make sure that nobody hears you say that while you’re visiting). Alabama is also home to so much baseball history, starting with the fact that two of the biggest legends in the game—Willie Mays and Hank Aaron—were born here. Alabama is also where you will find the oldest baseball stadium in the country, Rickwood Field, and the history of African-American baseball at Birmingham’s Negro Southern League Museum.




  Speaking of sports history, you can’t talk about any of it without mentioning American track-and-field athlete and Olympic superstar Jesse Owens, who was born in Oakville, Alabama. Here, there’s a must-see memorial park and museum dedicated to Owens where you can honor the impact that this one man had on the world, especially when he competed at the 1936 Berlin Olympics.




  Racing fans should also put Alabama on their vacation list and get here—fast—because this is the home of the famous Talladega Superspeedway, the Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum, and the International Motorsports Hall of Fame.




  So much to see, so much to do, so here is your guide to Alabama.




  HANK AARON MUSEUM




  Baseball legend Hank Aaron was born and raised in Alabama—Mobile to be exact—and briefly appeared in the Negro American League before making his way to the majors. And what a career he had! His accomplishments could fill up page upon page of this book, but the highlights include more than 3,000 hits and 750 home runs in his career and earning three Gold Gloves for his stellar play in right field.




 

    Website: https://www.milb.com/mobile




  Info: The Hank Aaron Museum is open Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and during the home games of the Mobile BayBears. Cost: adults, $5; children (12 and under), $4. Handicapped accessible.




  Contact: Hank Aaron Museum, 755 Bolling Bros. Blvd., Mobile AL 36606; (251) 572-2327.







    
[image: Reggie Jackson and Hank Aaron at the opening of the Hank Aaron Museum in Mobile, Alabama WIKIMEDIA COMMONS]





  Reggie Jackson and Hank Aaron at the opening of the Hank Aaron Museum in Mobile, Alabama WIKIMEDIA COMMONS




  If you want to see where the legend’s career began, check out the Hank Aaron Museum that sits on the property of the Mobile BayBears, who play in the appropriately named Hank Aaron Stadium. This home, which was moved to its current location in 2010 from Toulminville, was originally three rooms built by Hank’s dad, but was expanded to seven rooms to help showcase the legend’s history in the game.




 

    Statue Alert!




  “Say hey Willie, won’t you hit one out here! We’ll give you a cheer if you do!” There’s so much to cheer (or sing) about when it comes to Alabama and baseball. First, this is where the Say Hey Kid, Willie Mays, was born, in Westfield. He played for the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro American League and went on to play 22 years in Major League Baseball and become one of the biggest names in the history of the game. Mays ended his career with a whopping 660 home runs and earned seven consecutive Gold Gloves. He was elected to Baseball’s Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York (see page 114) in 1979.




  Mays’s hometown honors him with a 9 x 8 statue that’s located outside the entrance to Regions Field on 14th Street South in Birmingham.





  
NEGRO SOUTHERN LEAGUE MUSEUM




  When they were young, both Hank Aaron and Willie Mays got their baseball starts with the Negro Southern League, which was created in 1920 and lasted for 31 years. The league also included Leroy “Satchel” Paige, Hilton Smith, Norman “Turkey” Stearnes, and George “Mule” Suttles. The league started with eight teams and ended with more than 80 teams participating over three decades. The Negro Southern League Museum, based in Birmingham, pays homage to this league and the players who have left their mark. On your visit, you will see such memorabilia as Satchel Paige’s uniform, the McCallister Trophy (the oldest known Negro League trophy), and the Cuban Stars baseball players’ contract from 1907 (oldest known contract). You’ll also learn about the amazing 1948 Birmingham Black Barons who won the Negro American League championship.






   Website: https://www.birminghamnslm.org




Info: The Negro Southern League Museum is free to the public and is open Tuesday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Closed on Sunday and Monday (except on Martin Luther King Day).




  Contact: Negro Southern League Museum, 120 16th St. South, Birmingham AL 35233; (205) 581-3040.





  RICKWOOD FIELD




  Named after its founder, Rick Woodward, this Birmingham baseball field is the oldest in the country, opening on August 18, 1910. Woodward connected with Cornelius McGillicuddy, better known as Connie Mack, a professional baseball catcher, manager, and team owner, to help him design the field. The Black Barons from the Negro Southern League played here as did Ty Cobb, Dizzy Dean, and “Shoeless” Joe Jackson.






   Website: https://rickwood.com




Info: The field is open to visitors and hosts many baseball games and events throughout the year.




  Contact: Rickwood Field, 1137 2nd Ave. West, Birmingham AL 35204; (205) 999-5742.





  TALLADEGA SUPERSPEEDWAY




  Gentleman and ladies, start your engines—and then drive to the Talladega Superspeedway, a racetrack every racing fan must see at least once in their life. The Superspeedway started as the Alabama International Motor Speedway in 1989 and has been the host to some of the best NASCAR racers in history. Check the current calendar for races and, if you’ve always dreamed of being behind the wheel, why not sign up for a Talladega / Richard Petty and NASCAR Driving Experience while you’re there? (For Talladega Superspeedway tours see the International Motorsports Hall of Fame [next].)




 

    Travel Tip




  Many of the stadiums and venues have their own mobile apps now, so if you’re on vacation you can have access to the most up-to-date stadium news and information on your phone or other mobile device.





 

    Website: www.talladegasuperspeedway.com




Info: Race ticket prices vary. The driving experience packages start at $99.




  Contact: Talladega Superspeedway, 3366 Speedway Blvd., Talladega AL 35160; (855) 518-RACE (7223).





  INTERNATIONAL MOTORSPORTS HALL OF FAME




  This one-hour self-guided tour has three exhibit halls and a library with a whopping 14,000 volumes of books, magazines, and other motorsports research material. The Hall of Fame also offers a 20-minute handicapped accessible tour of the Talladega Superspeedway.






   Website: www.motorsportshalloffame.com




Info: The Talladega Superspeedway tours begin at 9 a.m. and run every half hour to 4 p.m. The Hall of Fame is open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. every day of the year except New Year’s, Thanksgiving, Christmas Day, and Easter. Admission to the Hall of Fame: Cost: adults, $12; students (ages 6–12), $5; children 5 and under, free with adult admission. Track tour admission: adults, $8; students (ages 6–12), $5; children 5 and under, free with adult admission. Seniors $1 discount. Museum and speedway tour combo prices: adults, $16; students (ages 6–12), $8; ages 5 and under, free.




  Contact: International Motorsports Hall of Fame, 3366 Speedway Blvd., Lincoln AL 35096; (256) 362-5002.





  TALLADEGA WALK OF FAME / DAVEY ALLISON MEMORIAL PARK




  While you’re at the Talladega Superspeedway, take time to honor those who have raced there throughout the years, especially Davey Allison, who was memorialized here after a helicopter crash at Talladega on July 12, 1993, took his life. There is an induction ceremony held the Saturday night of a Talladega race week in September or October.






   Website: www.talladegawalk.com




Info: Open 24 hours.




  Contact: Talladega Walk of Fame/Davey Allison Memorial Park, Coffee and Court Sts. (behind Police Dept.), Talladega AL 35161; (256) 362-4261.





 

    Sports Film Fact




  Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby was released in 2006 and starred Will Ferrell and John C. Reilly. Film production notes state that only one week of shooting was actually done at the Talladega Superspeedway. The rest of the scenes were shot at Charlotte Motor Speedway in Concord, North Carolina.





  BARBER VINTAGE MOTORSPORTS MUSEUM




  This Birmingham museum is home to a record 1,600 motorcycles spanning over 100 years of production from 20 countries (just ask the Guinness Book of World Records!). It was opened by its founder George Barber. Today it also has a 930-acre, 16-turn, 2.38-mile racetrack that is home to the Porsche Sport Driving School. Motorcycle fans will love the Annual Barber Vintage Festival, a three-day festival and swap meet.




 

    Website: https://www.barbermuseum.org




  Info: This is very important: check the events calendar before you go. If you attend during an event, you will have to buy both an event ticket and a museum ticket. Cost: adults, $15; children ages 4–12, $10; children 3 and under, free. From April 1 to September 30 the museum is open Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday noon to 6 p.m. From October 1 to March 31, the museum is open Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday noon to 5 p.m.




  Contact: Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum, 6030 Barber Motorsports Pkwy., Birmingham AL 35094; (205) 699-7275.





  ALABAMA SPORTS HALL OF FAME




  If you still can’t get enough of Alabama’s sports history, there are over 5,000 sports artifacts displayed in this 33,000-square-foot building. The museum was created in 1967 and its tagline is “Where heroes live forever.” I’m sure you know some of these heroes too, such as baseball’s Tommie Agee, boxing’s Evander Holyfield, and football’s Bobby Bowden.




Website: http://ashof.org




  Info: The Alabama Sports Hall of Fame is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Cost: adults, $5; senior citizens (ages 60 and older), $4; students, $3; family, $14.




  Contact: Alabama Sports Hall of Fame, 2150 Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. North, Birmingham AL 35203; (205) 323-6665.





  
JESSE OWENS MEMORIAL PARK




  The Jesse Owens Memorial Park honors the Olympic track star with a statue, exhibits, and, of course, a replica of the Olympic torch. While you are here you can go back in time and feel like you’re right there at the Olympics with Jesse Owens by watching Bud Greenspan’s 1966 film Return to Berlin. You can also test your own skills against Owens’s at the park’s long jump pit and see how close you can come to his 1936 Olympic gold medal distance of 26 feet 5 ⁵/₁₆ inches.




 

    Website: http://jesseowensmemorialpark.com/wordpress1/statue




  Info: The museum is open Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Cost: $5 per person, 4 and under are free.




  Contact: Jesse Owens Memorial Park, 7019 County Rd. 203, Danville AL 35619; (256) 974-3636.





  COLLEGE SPORTS TOUR




  UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE / BRYANT-DENNY STADIUM



  

  The University of Alabama’s football stadium is named after both Coach “Bear” Bryant and George H. Denny, the school’s president from 1912 to 1932. It’s the eighth largest stadium in the world. Get tickets to a football game when you’re in town and you can watch the current, and also legendary, Crimson Tide football coach Nick Saban at the helm. Since 2007, Saban has led the team to five national championships. Take a behind-the-scenes tour of the stadium where you’ll peek into the home team locker room and the recruiting room and walk by the field.




      [image: Bryant-Denny Stadium at the University of Alabama Wikimedia Commons]




  Bryant-Denny Stadium at the University of Alabama WIKIMEDIA COMMONS




 

    Website: https://rolltide.com




  Info: It’s important to note that Bryant-Denny Stadium only offers one stadium tour per day at 11 a.m., Monday through Friday, and you must pre-purchase your tickets (which can be done starting two months prior to the date you want to visit) online. Only the first 25 individuals will be honored for each tour. Tours are not offered on university-observed holidays, Fridays prior to home football games, Saturdays, Sundays, and when they are hosting special events. Tickets are $12 per person. It’s first-come, first-served, and there are no refunds. Handicapped accessible.




  Contact: Bryant-Denny Stadium, 920 Bryant Dr., Tuscaloosa AL 35401; (205) 348-2262.





 

    Statue Alert




  Say cheese! Don’t miss the opportunity to take a selfie with Coach Bryant (well, a statue of him) right in front of Bryant-Denny Stadium. A statue of current UA football coach Nick Saban can be found on the Walk of Champions on the UA campus in Tuscaloosa.





  PAUL W. BRYANT MUSEUM AND MUSEUM LIBRARY





  Don’t let the name of this museum fool you. Of course it’s about the man—Coach “Bear” Bryant—but it also includes a comprehensive look at the history of Alabama Crimson Tide football, starting back in 1892 and continuing through the present day. The exhibits include the Hall of Honor and a peek into Coach’s “office” where you can just imagine the inspirational talks he had with his players. The museum underwent renovations in 2019 and added an interactive video wall where visitors can access team databases.






   Website: http://bryantmuseum.com




  Info: The Paul W. Bryant Museum is open daily 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Cost: adults: $2; senior citizens (ages 60 and older): $1; children (6–17), $1; members and children under 6, free. Handicapped accessible.




  Contact: The museum is located on the University of Alabama campus, 300 Bryant Dr., Tuscaloosa AL; (866) 772-BEAR (2327) or (205) 348-4668.




  Did you know? The Paul W. Bryant Museum hosts an annual “I Was Named After Coach Bryant” reunion party!









  AUBURN UNIVERSITY TIGERS / JORDAN-HARE STADIUM





  The Auburn University Tigers football team plays at Jordan-Hare Stadium. According to the stadium’s history, it is named after Ralph “Shug” Jordan, Auburn’s all-time winningest football coach, and Clifford Leroy Hare, a member of Auburn’s first football team, president of the old Southern Conference, and longtime chairman of Auburn’s Faculty Athletic Committee. Auburn officially began competing in intercollegiate football in 1892 and won their first national championship in 1913. In 2010, quarterback Cam Newton, who spent just one year at Auburn, led the Tigers to their first national championship since 1957 and became the third Auburn player to win the Heisman Trophy. Newton now plays for the NFL’s Carolina Panthers.




 

    Travel Tip




  Most stadiums that offer behind-the-scenes tours do not allow you to shoot video, but they do allow still photography. Do not try to sneak in some video on your camera or phone; you’ll get caught and thrown out!





 

    Website: https://auburntigers.com




Info: There are locker room tours on Fridays before home games. The lower level of the stadium where the locker rooms are is handicapped accessible, but the tour may include other parts of the stadium that are not accessible.




  Contact: Jordan-Hare Stadium, 251 S Donahue Dr., Auburn AL 36849; (334) 844-4750.





  SENIOR BOWL / MOBILE ALABAMA BOWL / LADD-PEEBLES STADIUM





  Every January, the Reese’s Senior Bowl is played the weekend prior to the Super Bowl in Mobile, at Ladd-Peebles Stadium. The Senior Bowl features the country’s best senior collegiate football players and top NFL draft prospects on teams representing the North and South. The teams are coached by the coaching staffs of two NFL teams. So you could be seeing future NFL players if you’re lucky enough to get a ticket to the game.




  At the Senior Bowl Museum, you will learn how the first Senior Bowl game was played in 1950, and much more through touch-screen displays, video clips, and photos. Can you guess which NFL legends once participated in the Senior Bowl? Here’s one spoiler—former Green Bay Packers quarterback Brett Favre—but to learn the rest you really should visit!




 

    Website: https://www.seniorbowl.com and https://lmobilealabamabowl.com




Info: Tickets to the bowl games can be purchased through their websites. The Senior Bowl Museum is open to the public Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and is free. Handicapped accessible.




Contacts: Senior Bowl Museum, 151 Dauphin St., Mobile AL 36604; (251) 438-2276. Ladd-Peebles Stadium, 1621 Virginia St., Mobile AL 36604; (251) 208-2500.





 

    Statue Alert!




  There’s a statue honoring former Auburn quarterback Cam Newton outside Jordan-Hare Stadium.





  

     [image: image] Good Eats




  Looking for something good to eat while you’re traveling? Sports fans will love Baumhower’s Victory Grille. Why? It’s owned by former Crimson Tide and Miami Dolphins defensive lineman Bob Baumhower. Today, Baumhower’s has 10 Alabama locations and serves typical game day fare, such as football, wings, and beer. For more information and a complete menu, visit https://baumhowers.com.





  The Mobile Alabama Bowl (also played at Ladd-Peebles Stadium) pits a team from the Sun Belt Conference against one from the Mid-American Conference.




  UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA AT BIRMINGHAM BLAZERS / BARTOW ARENA





  The University of Alabama at Birmingham Blazers basketball team play at the Bartow Arena.




 

    Website: https://uabsports.com




  Info: No “official” behind-the-scenes stadium tours, but I was told that there is no cost to enter and walk around.




  Contact: Bartow Arena, East Tower, 617 13th St. South, Birmingham AL 35294; (205) 975-8221.












  



  
ALASKA





  Alaska is the largest state in the country, but just because it’s the biggest doesn’t mean it has room for any professional sports teams. But what Alaska does have is the Iditarod, an annual competitive dog sledding race that takes place for 1,150 miles from Anchorage to Nome. The Iditarod started in 1973 and every March “mushers” from around the world come to Alaska with their teams of 16 dogs and race for up to 15 days.




  

     Website: https://iditarod.com


  Contact: Iditarod Trail Committee, 2100 S Knik Goose Bay Rd., Wasilla AK 99687; (800) 545-6874.





  



 

    Travel Tip




  If you are traveling with a group, always ask in advance about rates. I have listed group rates for certain attractions, but they may be available even if they aren’t noted here.





 








   
ARIZONA



    It’s known as the Grand Canyon State for obvious reasons (it’s home to the beautiful and majestic Grand Canyon, in case you didn’t know), but there are so many other reasons to book your trip here. Arizona will host another Super Bowl in 2023 as well as the NCAA Men’s Final Four Championship in 2024. When it comes to Major League Baseball, the Arizona Diamondbacks are exciting to watch, and basketball fans will love rooting on the NBA’s Phoenix Suns.




  Your college sports tour should include stops to watch the University of Arizona Wildcats, the Arizona Sun Devils, and the Northern Arizona Lumberjacks. Arizona sports isn’t done yet—you have professional football, hockey, and even an indoor football team. Racing fans can gather at the ISM Raceway for NASCAR events.


  ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS / CHASE FIELD




  Take me out to the ballgame—and make it a D-backs game! The Arizona Diamondbacks entered Major League Baseball as an expansion team in 1998 and won their first, and so far only, World Series championship in 2001 against the New York Yankees. They play their games at Chase Field in Phoenix, which offers a 75-minute behind-the-scenes walking tour. Unfortunately, you won’t get to walk on the field, but touring this incredible venue is definitely worth the price of the ticket.




 

    Website: https://www.mlb.com/dbacks




Info: Chase Field tours are offered Monday through Saturday at 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m., and 12:30 p.m. Cost: adults, $7; children (ages 4–6), $3; seniors, $5; children ages 3 and under, free. There are no tours on Sundays. Visit the website for group tour prices and game day ticket prices.




  Contact: Chase Field, 401 E Jefferson St., Phoenix AZ 85004; (602) 462-6799.
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  By the way, don’t worry about overheating while watching a Diamondbacks game because of that so-called dry heat that Arizona residents talk about. The retractable roof keeps fans cool during the summer months.




  CACTUS LEAGUE EXPERIENCE




  Spring training and Arizona go hand in hand. The Cactus League Experience shows visitors the 100-year history of MLB spring training in Arizona. You’ll learn where it all started and hear about the formation of the Cactus League in 1947. Learn how some of the greats were once here including Ty Cobb, Willie Mays (who homered at Phoenix Municipal Stadium), Mickey Mantle, and Joe DiMaggio. There are uniforms, programs, and autographed items. There’s so much to do, watch, and listen to here, including film montages and announcers calling the game.






   Website: https://www.azspringtrainingexperience.com




  Contact: Cactus League Experience, Tempe Diablo Stadium, 2200 W Alameda Dr., Tempe AZ 85282; (480) 835-2286.
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   Sports Film Fact




  Show me the money! Jerry Maguire was one of Tom Cruise’s most popular movies. In this 1996 blockbuster film, Cruise plays a sports agent who, after getting fired, starts his own management company. He starts by trying to sign sought-after football player Rod Tidwell, played by Cuba Gooding Jr. Scenes in the movie were filmed around Arizona, including at Flat Iron Peak in the Superstition Mountains of Lost Dutchman State Park, 40 miles east of Phoenix. The football game where Tidwell gets knocked out was played and filmed in Sun Devil Stadium.





  
PHOENIX SUNS / TALKING STICK RESORT ARENA




  If b-ball is your thing, then take in a Phoenix Suns game at the Talking Stick Resort Arena in Phoenix. This NBA expansion team hasn’t won a championship—yet—but its history includes such legends as Charles Barkley, Paul Westphal, Amar’e Stoudemire, and Steve Nash.






   Website: www.talkingstickresortarena.com




  Contact: Talking Stick Resort Arena, 201 East Jefferson St., Phoenix AZ 85004; (602) 379-7800.





  ARIZONA CARDINALS / STATE FARM STADIUM




  The oldest pro football team in continuous existence in the United States, the Cardinals date back more than 100 years to 1898. In their record-setting history, they have won two championships—1925 and 1947. Get tickets to see them play and, while you’re there, take a 90-minute walking tour of their State Farm Stadium, where college football’s Fiesta Bowl is also played (check out the Ziegler Fiesta Bowl Museum below). Here you will have the opportunity to see the press box, tour the visiting team’s locker room, check out a private loft, and step on the stadium field.






   Website: https://www.azcardinals.com and https://fiestabowl.org/fiesta-bowl




Info: The stadium tour is ADA accessible and wheelchairs are also available. Tours are not offered on Arizona Cardinals game days, but you can take a tour Wednesday through Saturday at 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., or 2:30 p.m. Cost: adult, $9; juniors (4–12), $7; seniors, $7; military, $7; children ages 3 and younger, free.




  Contact: State Farm Stadium, 1 Cardinals Dr., Glendale AZ 85305; (623) 433-7101.





 

    Statue Alert!




  Pat Tillman played linebacker for the Arizona State University Sun Devils and then was drafted by the Arizona Cardinals. After the devastating September 11th attacks, he left the NFL and joined the US Army. He served in both Iraq and Afghanistan and died on April 22, 2004, at age 27 from friendly fire. Tillman is honored with a statue at ASU’s Sun Devil Stadium that was placed right outside the players’ tunnel.





  
ZIEGLER FIESTA BOWL MUSEUM




  Whether or not you got a ticket to the Fiesta Bowl game, you should still visit the Ziegler Fiesta Bowl Museum and browse the memorabilia from previous bowl games. There are Heisman awards and other trophies for you to see.






   Website: https://fiestabowl.org/ziegler-fiesta-bowl-museum




Info: The museum is free. It is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.




  Contact: Ziegler Fiesta Bowl Museum, 7135 E. Camelback Rd., Suite 190, Scottsdale AZ 85251; (480) 350-0900.





  ARIZONA RATTLERS / TALKING STICK RESORT ARENA




  Can’t get enough of the pigskin? Then check out the Arizona Rattlers, an Indoor Football League team that was founded in 1992 and plays at the Talking Stick Resort Arena. The IFL plays a 17-week season that runs from February through June. It was started back in 2003 as the Intense Football League.




 

    Website: www.azrattlers.com




Info: For a complete list of IFL teams, visit http://goifl.com/members.




  Contact: 201 E. Jefferson St., Phoenix AZ 85004; (602) 514-TDTD (8383).
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