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IT’S A HO! HO! HO-RRIBLE TRICK!


Christmas is coming, and Nancy’s third-grade class is having a Secret Santa exchange. That means cards, candy, and a special gift for everyone. Everyone except Nancy Drew!


Is it a mistake? Is somebody just being silly or mean? Or is someone hiding something and afraid to tell the truth? One thing’s for sure. Nancy’s presents are gone, and all she has to unwrap is one big mystery!


Read all of the Nancy Drew Notebooks!
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The
Secret Santa


“Look!” Bess cried. “My card is in the shape of a Christmas tree. And there are M&M’s on the branches. They look like Christmas lights!”


“That’s really cool,” Nancy said.


“So where’s your card?” Bess asked. “What did you get?”


Nancy’s desk was right next to Bess’s. She looked at her desktop. It was bare.


“Nothing,” Nancy said. She got a big lump in her throat. “I guess I got nothing!”
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This book is a work of fiction. Any references to historical events, real people, or real locales are used fictitiously. Other names, characters, places, and incidents are the product of the author’s imagination, and any resemblance to actual events or locales or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.
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THE SECRET SANTA
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Nothing for Nancy


Ouch!” Nancy Drew cried. “Who pinched me?” She grabbed at the arm of her red-and-white snowflake sweater and whirled around.


Brenda Carlton was right behind her in the school lunch line.


“Just testing,” Brenda said.


“Testing what?” Nancy asked.


“To see if you’re awake,” Brenda answered.


“Of course I’m awake,” eight-year-old Nancy said.


“Really?” Brenda said in a snooty voice. “Well, I just read your story in our class newspaper. It sounds like you sleep in school all the time.”


Brenda held up a copy of the newspaper. Nancy’s story was on the front page. It was called “My Winter Dream.”


“You know why I wrote that,” Nancy said. “Ms. Spencer told us to close our eyes and think about anything we wanted. Then she said to write about our daydream. So that’s what I did.”


“I did that, too,” Brenda said. “But I don’t see what’s so great about your daydream. My story should have been in the paper instead.”


Nancy rolled her eyes. “Maybe Ms. Spencer will pick one of your stories next time,” she told Brenda. “Just don’t pinch me again.”
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