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If the Theory of Relativity is correct, the Germans will say I’m a German, and the French will say I’m a citizen of the world. However, if my theories are wrong, the French will say I’m a German, and the Germans will say I’m a Jew.


—Albert Einstein


During his life, Albert Einstein was a citizen of three different countries: Germany, Switzerland and the United States of America. He made this comment during World War II, when he was trying to find a safe place to live. Although he was born in Germany, he later moved to Switzerland and became a Swiss citizen. He was also Jewish. He felt threatened by the Nazis and decided to move to America during the war. By that time, he was already one of the most famous scientists in the world. He was invited everywhere to work and lecture. Einstein truly was a citizen of the world.
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Some of the most brilliant minds in the history of mankind got off to a slow start. Abraham Lincoln, Sir Isaac Newton—certainly no one would have singled them out as budding geniuses early on. In fact, people thought they were slow to learn when they were children. Albert Einstein was this kind of child.


He was born in Germany in 1879. His father, along with his uncle, owned a small electronics factory there. Albert was odd looking as a child. His head was very large for his body. At five years old, he only spoke a few words. He liked to be alone and showed little interest in the games and toys most children loved. His mother started to worry that there might be something wrong with him.


No one could see what was going on inside Albert’s head. His lips were silent, but his curious eyes noticed everything. He didn’t seem interested in doing anything, but his mind never stopped moving. There is no way to find out what he was thinking about back then. But maybe he seemed so slow because his thoughts were so deep.
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