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To those who never stop believing in magic









INTRODUCTION






We all had a blast playing dress up when we were little—but who said we ever had to stop? Sure, maybe we can’t go full costume anywhere but a comic book convention or a Halloween party, but that doesn’t mean we can’t add some superhero or princess vibes to our everyday look. Casual cosplay is taking regular clothes that you already have in your wardrobe and styling them in a way that resembles what a certain character wears. It’s distinct from full cosplay, which often incorporates wigs, colored contact lenses, extreme makeup, and meticulously assembled outfits to embody a character as accurately as possible. In casual cosplay, the styling choices are much more subtle. The average person sees a normal look, but those familiar with the character you’re cosplaying can make the connection.

So how does one put together a casual cosplay? I’ll share my tips and tricks for creating fun outfits inspired by your favorite characters for little or no money. Let’s begin!

My name is Krystal Everdeen, and I’m a style blogger and YouTuber—and, as you can probably guess, a big fan of all things Disney, Harry Potter, Star Wars, and more. I began sharing casual cosplays of my favorite Disney characters on my Instagram account for my frequent trips to Disneyland. Since Disneyland doesn’t allow anyone over the age of fourteen to wear costumes to the park, us Disney-lovers participate in a specific form of casual cosplay called “Disneybounding.” The term Disneybound was coined by blogger Leslie Kay in 2011. In anticipation of a trip to Disney World, Kay began sharing different outfit ideas she’d Photoshopped together to resemble Disney characters. The images inspired countless Disney fans, who formed a community to share their own ideas and strategies. It’s now a common practice for Disney-lovers to dress up at the parks in casual cosplay without violating the costume rule.

After posting a number of notable Disneybounds on my page, I started to branch out to other fandoms, such as Star Wars, Harry Potter, and more. As these posts gained traction, I began uploading casual cosplay and Disneybounding videos to my YouTube channel. In each video, I showed four different ways to dress as the same character. The great thing about casual cosplay is that there are no rules! You can always add your own twist or change the look over time. I’ve always loved clothes, but I’d never had so much fun with fashion until I discovered Disneybounding and casual cosplay. What started out as a fun little hobby has become one of my true passions—and a dream career.





GETTING STARTED






My favorite thing about casual cosplay is that you can use what you already own. When I first started Disneybounding, I put together my outfits with some basics I had in my closet. My very first casual cosplay was Princess Leia from Star Wars. The outfit consisted of a plain white turtleneck sweater, a white maxi skirt, a silver belt, and white sneakers. I put my hair up in two buns, and presto! That outfit cost me zero dollars. Shortly thereafter, I dressed as Mickey Mouse, again using what I already owned: a black long-sleeved top, a red hoop skirt, a pair of plain black shoes, and a pair of Mickey ears I had snagged on a previous trip to Disneyland.

I always try to use what I already have, because who wants to spend more money than necessary? There are, however, times when I need a specific color, article of clothing, or accessory that I don’t have handy. Even then, I try my best to be as thrifty as possible; I do most of my casual cosplay shopping at secondhand shops and thrift stores. Luckily, these stores usually group their items of clothing by type and color. If I’m looking for a purple short-sleeved shirt for an Ariel-inspired look, I know exactly where to go because of the way the store is arranged.

Thrift stores’ other appeal is low prices. Typically, anything you buy from a secondhand store will be significantly cheaper than the same item would be at a retail store, or even online. Contrary to popular belief, the clothing at thrift stores is usually either lightly worn or brand-new. I’ve found many stunning pieces during my thrifting adventures, and I highly recommend trying that route before purchasing what you’re looking for from a popular fashion brand, especially if the piece is for a single occasion. Plus, if you need to alter the clothing in some way to fit the character better, you won’t hesitate to do so.

Of course, there are times when I can’t find what I’m looking for at a thrift store. For example, I was recently planning a Jane Porter Disneybound from the movie Tarzan. I scoured my local thrift stores for days, finding a hat and scarf that fit the character perfectly, but I couldn’t locate the right yellow dress. In the end, I decided to look online. I found a dress on Amazon for thirty dollars, which is more than I would usually spend on a single piece, but since it was a plain dress that I could use for other Disneybounds and casual cosplays, it was worth it.

If you have a larger budget for your outfits, even better! Just don’t feel that you have to spend big—the community is all about fun, not fancy.

Since I got my start with Disney-inspired outfits, I’ll open this guide with Disneybounds, including everyone’s favorite princesses and villains, as well as some lesser-known characters. For those whose allegiances lie elsewhere, never fear—we’ll cover everything from Star Wars to Marvel, DC, and even your favorite TV cartoon characters. Let’s go!





CHAPTER 1 DISNEYBOUND


Mickey & Friends







The most iconic group of Disney characters is Mickey Mouse and his friends. Although they vary greatly in appearance, they all sport recognizable color schemes, which are the key to successfully executing this category of cosplay. For example, there are countless ways to dress like Mickey, given his long film history, but his classic outfit is red shorts, yellow shoes, and white gloves. With those visual cues, this cosplay is hard to miss.






MICKEY MOUSE


[image: Image]


To put together a casual cosplay or Disneybound for Mickey Mouse, make sure that your clothing coordinates with this color scheme, and in the proper places: black top, red bottom, and yellow shoes—and don’t forget the most important accessory: a pair of Mickey ears. They’re sold in a variety of colors, textures, and patterns. Although they were originally exclusive to Disney theme parks, you can now purchase them at your local Disney store or online. No matter how simple or complex your Mickey Mouse–inspired look may be, the ears will always be the cherry on top!

Now, despite the fact that Mickey Mouse is male, women dress as him without raising any eyebrows. As with any casual cosplay, gender doesn’t matter; in fact, experimentation is the name of the game! The Mickey cosplays I’m going to share lean more toward the feminine side, but the color-coordination concept applies to all styles.

For the first outfit, Disney fan Tara Lau (@taradlau on Instagram) (left) styled a black long-sleeved turtleneck with a pair of red shorts and accessorized with a fun Pop handbag and a headband in the shape of Mickey’s gloves.

If you don’t own a Mickey-glove headband, switch it out for a classic Mickey ear headband. On her feet, Tara wore white socks with yellow heels. If you’re planning on wearing this outfit to the parks or would prefer to wear comfortable shoes, however, you can substitute flats for the heels, or wear yellow socks that peep out of your shoes or sneakers. So as long as you have a simple black top and a red bottom in your wardrobe, you’re halfway there.

Again, there are countless ways to style an outfit based on a character. If you’re looking for a more masculine take, a black T-shirt worn with red shorts or pants and yellow shoes or socks is all you need to channel Mickey for the day.


MICKEY’S COLOR SCHEME

[image: Image]

RED
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YELLOW
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BLACK
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While I personally believe that a pair of Mickey ears is essential to the look, there may be an occasion when the ears wouldn’t be appropriate. In that case, consider the subtler approach of Instagrammer Tatum Blinn (@disneytate). Tatum’s outfit consists of an all-black polka-dotted top from Forever 21, a red denim skirt from American Eagle Outfitters, a black belt from Nordstrom, pastel yellow sandals from Walmart, and a black hat from Brixton. A hat is a fun variation on the ears, and one true fans will appreciate.
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MINNIE MOUSE

Like Mickey, Minnie Mouse has a number of iconic outfits you can choose from for your casual cosplay. However, the most recognizable Minnie look is her red polka-dotted dress, red polka-dotted bow, and yellow shoes. If you already own a red dress with white polka dots, you’re in luck! All you need is a bow. And when dressing as Minnie, an alternative to mouse ears is styling your hair in two small buns on top of your head. Even people who don’t recognize Minnie will still see a super-cute outfit—the beauty of casual cosplay!

If you don’t already own a red polka-dotted dress, you can pair a black top with a red polka-dotted skirt.

The polka dots are Minnie’s signature, but another classic Minnie look is her blue-and-white polka-dotted dress, which she accessorizes with a little red hat with a flower and yellow heels. Similar to the red polka-dotted outfit, you can create a spot-on casual cosplay if you already own a blue-and-white polka-dotted dress. I was lucky enough to find the perfect dress (right) for this outfit at a thrift store. It looks vintage, but it’s actually from the brand Grace Karin and is conveniently sold on Amazon for less than forty dollars. I styled it with a red beret from the pop-culture store BoxLunch, a pair of white lace gloves from Amazon, and a pair of yellow heels I also thrifted.

As you may have noticed, this second Minnie Mouse look is a bit dressier than the first. It’s perfect for an event where you might want to dress formally but still wear a casual cosplay. Those of us in the Disney community often wear these elegant looks for an occasion called Dapper Day, a semiannual gathering started by stylish Disney fans and inspired by the fashion of the mid-1950s, when Disneyland first opened. Although not officially endorsed by Disney, Dapper Day has become an incredibly popular event, when the crowds at Disneyland are noticeably dressier and more festive. One Dapper Day is held in the spring and another in the fall, so if you ever need an excuse to fancy up your Disney cosplay, mark your calendar!
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Minnie Mouse’s Classic Look


	Blue-and-white polka-dotted dress

	Red hat with a flower

	Yellow heels








DONALD DUCK
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Another popular friend of Mickey’s is Donald Duck. Donald’s color scheme is blue, white, and yellow. He’s often seen wearing a blue sailor top with white trim and a red bow, along with a matching blue beret. Since he doesn’t wear pants, Disneybounds and casual cosplays of the character usually incorporate white bottoms to match his feathers and yellow shoes to match his feet.

For my Donald Duck–inspired outfit, I matched a solid blue knit sweater with a white circle skirt and added a petticoat underneath the skirt to give a feathery look (left). I then accessorized with yellow crew socks, white booties, and a blue beret.

If you want to re-create this look but with more comfortable shoes, a pair of yellow sneakers would still look great. To complete the cosplay, I incorporated my Donald Duck backpack, a Loungefly x Disney design that’s available in a number of retail and online stores. Bags, purses, and backpacks can make a huge difference when it comes to styling these outfits, so if you have any that would go well with your look, don’t be afraid to use them!

A blue dress with a red belt and yellow heels would also serve as an adorable Donald Duck cosplay.

Disney enthusiast Erica Lau (@ericarlau on Instagram) (right) put together this Donald outfit using a blue-and-white checkered two-piece set from SHEIN, adding that essential yellow detail with a cardigan draped around her shoulders.

This outfit is less on the nose than the others, but as long as you stick to the general color scheme of a character, you can be as creative as you’d like. If you don’t own a blue knit sweater or a blue-and-white checkered set, or are looking to wear something other than a dress or a skirt, a quick and easy way to channel Donald Duck is with a blue tank top, white shorts, a blue hair accessory, and yellow shoes or socks. Men often wear blue button-downs or T-shirts with white jeans and yellow shoes. Occasionally—especially on Dapper Day—I’ll also see men wear red bow ties with their Donald outfits, and sometimes even yellow suspenders. These can serve as a nod to Donald’s sailor top and beret.


[image: Image]



DONALD DUCK’S SIGNATURE COLOR SCHEME
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BLUE
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WHITE
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YELLOW








DAISY DUCK
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Another fashionable member of the Clubhouse is Daisy Duck, Donald’s girlfriend. Daisy’s most popular outfit consists of a lilac puff-sleeved top, a green bracelet, and a light pink bow and heels. Like Donald, Daisy doesn’t actually wear bottoms, but instead shows off her white feathers. Again, the key is the color scheme: lilac, light pink, white, and yellow.

Model Abby Marrin (@parktimeprincess on Instagram) assembled her Daisy-inspired outfit (left) by pairing a lilac long-sleeved crop top from Forever 21 with a white denim miniskirt from H&M. She then accessorized with a light pink bow on top of her head.

Although Abby looks adorable by anyone’s standards, if she were in a cosplay group with Mickey and his friends, her pink, white, and lilac outfit would instantly mark her as Daisy. Another great Daisy casual cosplay is modeled by actress Esther Lane (@itsestherlane on Instagram). She created a fashionable Daisy outfit (right) by wearing a light-pink-and-white-striped tank top underneath a fuzzy lilac cardigan with a yellow corduroy miniskirt. She then accessorized with a white belt, pink and gold bracelets, a pearl necklace, a pink headband, and a fuzzy pink crossbody bag.

This outfit is Daisy to a tee—not only does it follow her color scheme but it also displays her sassy fashionista energy.

Another way to style a Daisy Duck casual cosplay is with a white dress, a lilac cardigan, a pink bow, and pink shoes. I often see dress-and-cardigan Daisys on spring Dapper Day, as Daisy’s colors match the season perfectly. For a more casual, everyday look, wear a comfortable lilac top with white shorts, yellow socks, a pair of sneakers, and a pink hair accessory. For a more masculine look, you can go with a men’s collared shirt in lilac, white pants or shorts, and a pink belt and shoes.
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DAISY DUCK’S COLOR SCHEME
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LILAC
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YELLOW
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LIGHT PINK
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WHITE
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